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IS Ma jefty having in his ſpeech From Petitions 
the Mets at the opening of the ſeſ- ® g 
ſion, recommended to both houſes, to i 2 
conſider of ſome good law to prevent — 
the miſchiefs ariſing from the exportation of corn of corn, & 
and other proviſions, the houſe of Commons, 
upon November 19, being the ſecond day of their 
fitting, ordered that leave be given to bring in a 
bill to enable his Majeſty to prohibit, for à time 
to be limited, the exportation of corn and other 
pens, out of Great Britain, Ireland, and 5 

jeſty's colonies and plantations in America; 
has been already mentioned. This bill was * 
cordingly brought in upon the 2 1ſt, and being 
read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond 
time, a motion was made for having it printed; 
but upon putting the queſtion, it was carried in 
the negative, and the bill was read a ſecond time 
on the 25th, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole houſe. However, before the houſe re- 
ſolved ĩtſelf into a Committee upon it, there were 
ſeveral petitions preſented againſt it in a regular 
manner, beſides the paper called Cenſiderabions, 
& c. before- mentioned, (Vol. XX. p. 339.) and 
the petitions were ſeverally ordered to be referred 
to the conſideration of the Committee of the 
whole houſe, to whom the ſaid bill was commit- 
ted, and that the petitioners might there be heard 
by themſelves, if they thought on 
Vol. XXI. B When 
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Debate upon 
it. 


Mr. Pulte- 
ney's ſpeech, 
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When this bill was read a ſecond time, and a 
motion made for committing it, a debate enſued, 
which was begun by William Pulteney, Eſq; in a 
fpeech to this effect. F 


* Mr. Speaker, — 
Sir, After all the attention which has been 
© beſtowed upon the bill now before us, I cannot 


yet conceive it ſuch, as can benefit the nation, 


or ſuch as will not produce far greater inconve-. 


niencies, than thoſe it is intended to obviate; 
and therefore, as thoſe inconveniencies may be 


prevented by other means, I cannot but declare 
that J am far from approving it. 

Our anceſtors, Sir, have always thought it 
the great buſineſs of this houſe to watch againſt 
the incroachments of the prerogative, and to 
« prevent any increaſe of the power of the mini- 
8 ſter, and the Commons have always been con- 
© ſidered as more faithful to their truſt, and more 
properly the repreſentatives of the people, in 
proportion as they have conſidered this great 
< end; with more attention, and proſecuted it with 
© more invariable reſolution. If we inquire into 
the different: degrees of reputation, ch the 
« ſeveral aſſemblies. of the Commons have obtain- 
© ed, and confider why ſome are remember'd with 

reverence and gratitude, and others never men- 

tioned but with deteſtation and contempt,, we 


* ſhall always find that their conduct, with regard 


to this ſingle point, has produced their renown 
or their infamy. Thoſe are always by the ge- 
neral ſuffrage,of mankind applauded as the pa- 
< trons of thein country, who have ſtruggled with 
the influence of the crown, and: thoſe con- 
demned as traitors, who have either promoted 
+ it by unreaſonable grants, or ſeen it increaſe by 
© ſlow degrees without reſiſtance. a 
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DEBATES. 
It has not indeed, Sir, been always the prac- 
tice of miniſters to make open demands of 
larger powers, and avow, without diſguiſe, 
their deſigns of extending their authority; 
ſuch propoſals would in former times have pro- 
duced no conſequences but that of OE 
the vigilance of the Parliament, of raiſing ſu 
picions againſt all their proceedings, and of em- 
barrafling the crown with petitions, addreſſes, 
and impeachments. 

* They were under a neceſſity in thoſe times of 
promoting their ſchemes, thoſe ſchemes which 
ſcarcely any miniſtry has forborn to adopt, by 
more ſecret and artful and ſilent methods, by 
methods of diverting the attention of the pubs 


lick to other objects, and of making inviſible 


approaches to the point in view, while they 
ſeem'd to direct all their endeavours to different 
purpoſes. 

But ſuch, Sir, have been- the proofs of im- 
plieit confidence, which the adminiſtration has 
received from this aſſembly, that it is now com- 
mon to demand unlimited powers, and to ex- 
pect confidence without reſtriction, to require an 
immediate poſſeſſion of our eſtates by a vote of 
credit, or the ſole direction of our trade by an 


act for prohibiting, during their pleaſure, the 


exportation of the produce of our lands. 
Upon what inſtances of uncommon merit, of 
regard to the publick profperity, unknown in 
former times, or of diſcernment ſuperior to that 
of their moſt celebrated predeceſſors, the pre⸗ 


ſent miniſters found their new claims to ſubmiſ- 


fion and to truſt, I am indeed at a loſs to diſ- 


cover; for however mankind may have deter- 


mined concerning the integrity of thoſe by 
whom the late memorable convention was tran(- 


acted, defended, and confirmed, I know not 
that thei wiſdom has a appeared. by any in- 
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conteſtable or manifeſt evidence, which may ſet 


their abilities above queſtion, and fix their re- 
putation for policy out of the reach of cenſure 
and inquiries. l | ye 

The only act, Sir, by which it can be diſ- 
covered, that they have any degree of penetra- 
tion proportionate to their employments, is the 
embargo lately laid upon proviſions in Ireland, 
by which our enemies have been timely hindred 
from furniſhing themſelves from our dominions 
with neceſſaries for their armies and their na- 
vies, and our fellow ſubjects have been re- 
ſtrained from expoſing themſelves to the miſe- 
ries of famine, by yielding to the temptation 


of preſent profit; a temptation generally ſo 


powerful as to prevail over any diſtant intereſt. 
But as nothing is more contrary to my natu- 
ral diſpoſition, or more unworthy of a member 
of this houſe than flattery, I cannot affirm that 
T aſcribe this uſeful expedient wholly to the ſa- 
gacity or the caution of the miniſtry, nor can | 
attribute all the happy effects produced by it to 


their benign ſolicitude for the publick welfare. 


] am inclined to believe, that this ſtep was ad- 
viſed by thoſe who were prompted to conſider 
its importance by motives more prevalent than 
that of publick ſpirit, and that the deſire of 
profit which has ſo often dictated pernicious 


meaſures, has for once produced, in return, an 


expedient juſt and beneficial, and it has, for 


once, luckily fallen out, that ſome of the 
friends of the adminiſtration have diſcovered 
that the publick intereſt was combined with 


their own. 8 

« It it highly probable, Sir, that the contrac- 
tors for ſupplying the navy with proviſions, 
conſidering with that acuteneſs which a quick 
ſenſe of loſs and gain always produces, how 
much the price of victuals would be raiſed by 
5 5 3 exporta- 
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exportation, and by conſequence how much of 
the advantage of their contracts would be di- 
miniſhed, ſuggeſted to the miniſtry the neceſ- 
ſity of an embargo, and laid before them thoſe 
arguments which their own obſervation and 
wiſdom would never have diſcovered. 

© Thus, Sir, the miniſters in that inftance of 
their conduct, on which their political reputa- 
tion muſt be founded, can claim perhaps no 
higher merit, than that of attending to ſu 
rior knowledge, of complying with good ad- 
vice when it was offered, and of not reſiſting 
demonſtration when it was laid before them. 


But as I would never aſcribe to one man the 


merit of another, I ſhould be equally unwilling 
to detract from due commendations, and ſhall 
therefore freely admit, that not to reject good 


counſel is a degree of wiſdom, at which I could 


not expect that they, by whom the convention 
was concluded, would ever have arrived. 
But whatever proficiency they may have 
made in the art of government ſince that cele- 
brated period, however they may have en- 
creaſed their maxims of domeſtick policy, 7 
improved their knowledge of foreign affairs, I 
cannot but confeſs myſelf ſtill inelined to ſome 
degree of ſuſpicion, nor can prevail upon my- 
ſelf to ſhut my eyes and deliver up the publick 
and myſelf implieitly to their direction. 
Their ſagacity, Sir, may perhaps of late 
have received ſome improvements from longer 
experience, and with regard to their integrity, 
I believe at leaſt that it is not much dimi- 
niſned; and yet J cannot forbear aſſerting the 
right of judging for myſelf, and of determin- 
ing according to the evidence Fe ſhall be 
brought before me. 
] have hitherto entertained an opinion, that 
for this purpoſe only we are deputed by our 
B 3 | conſti- 
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« conſtituents, who, if they had repoſed no con- 


fidence in our care or abilities, would have 


« given up long fince the vexatious right of con- 


_ ©. teſting for the choice of repreſentatives. They 


; would have furniſhed the miniſtry with general 

powers to act for them, and ſat at eaſe, with no 
* other regard to publick meaſures, than might 
* incite them to animate with their applauſes, the 
* laudable endeavours of their profound, their di- 
:  ligent, and. their magnanimous governors. 

As I do not therefore check any ſuſpicions 
in my own mind, I ſhall not eaſily be reſtrained 
from uttering them: becauſe I know not how I 
© ſhall benefit my country, or aſſiſt her counſels 
by filent meditations. I cannot, Sir, but ob- 
* ſerve, that the powers conferred by this bill 
upon the adminiſtration are larger than the na- 
tion can ſafely repoſe in any body of men, and 
* with which no man, who conſiders to what pur- 

* poſes they may be employed, will think it con- 
< venient to inveſt the eee of the conven- 
< tion. 


Nor do my objections to this 20 ariſe en 


from my apprehenſions of their conduct, who 


5, are intruſted with the execution of it, but from 
© my reflections on the nature of trade, and the 
conduct of thoſe nations who are moſt. cele- 


L brated for commercial wiſdom. 


* It is well known, Sir, how difficult it is to 

© turn trade back into its ancient channel, when 

it has by any means been diverted from it, and 

* how often a profitable traffick has been loſt for 

8 ever, by a ſhort interruption, or temporary 
prohibition. The reſentment of diſappointed 

e ., inelines the buyer to ſeek another 

market, and the civility to which his new cor- 

J reſpondents are incited by their own intereſt, 


: detains him, till thoſe by whom he was for- 


F e ſupplied, having no * any vent = 
their 
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their products or their wares, employ their la- 
bours on other manufactures, or cultivate their 
lands for other purpoſes. | 

Thus, Sir, if thoſe nations who have. hi- 
therto been ſupplied with corn from England, 
ſhould find a method of purchaſing it from 
Denmark, or any other of the northern countries, 
we may hereafter ſee our grain rotting in our 
ſtorehouſes, and be burdened with proviſions 
which we can neither conſume ourſelves, nor 
ſell to our neighbours. ' 

The Dutch, whoſe knowledge of the i impor- 
tance or 1k1ll in the arts of commerce will not 
be queſtioned, are ſo careful to preſerve the in- 
lets of gain from obſtruction, that they make 
no ſcruple of ſupplying their enemies with their 


commodities, and have been known to ſell at 


night thoſe bullets which were next day to be 
diſcharged againſt them. .. 

Whether their example, Sir, FE Bonk our 
imitation, I am not able to determine; but it 


ought at leaſt to be conſidered, whothir their 


conduct was rational or not, and whether they 
did not by a preſent evil, enſure an Wye 
which overbalanced it. 

There are doubtleſs, Sir, ſometimes ſuch ex- 
igencies as require to be complied with at the 
hazard of future profit, but I am not certain 
that the ſcarcity which is feared or felt at pre- 


ſent, is to be numbered amongſt them; but, 


however formidable it may be thought, there is 
ſurely no need of a new law to provide againſt 
it : 145 it is one of thoſe extraordinary inci- 


dents, on which the crown has the right of 
exerting extraordinary powers. On occaſions 
like this, the prerogative has hitherto operated 
very effectually. and 1 know not chat the law 


has ever reſtrained it. | | 
By: X It 


Mr. Pel- 
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© It is therefore, Sir, in my opinion, moſt 
prudent to determine nothing in ſo dubious a 
queſtion, and rather to act as the immediate oc- 
caſion ſhall require, than proſecute any certain 
method of proceeding, or eſtabliſh any * 
dent by an act of Parliament. 

* To reſtrain that commerce by which the ne- 
« cefſaries of life are diſtributed, is a very bold ex- 
* periment, and ſuch as once produced an inſur- 
erection in Turkey, that terminated in the depo- 
« ſition of one of their monarchs. 

I therefore willingly confeſs, Sir, that I 
$ know not how to conclude ; I am unwilling to 


E deprive the nation of bread, or to fupply our 


enemies with ſtrength to be exerted apainſt our- 
« ſelves; but Iam on the other hand afraid to 
« reſtrain commerce, and to truſt the authors of 


d- the convention.” 


Henry Pelham, Eſq ſpoke next, to es follow- 
ing purport. 

© Mr. Speaker, | 

+ Sir, I am always in expectation of i improve 


\ 


baw'speech. 6 ment and inſtruction when that gentleman en 


e 


* gages in any diſcuſſion of national queſtions, on 
* which he is equally qualified to judge by his 
great abilities and long experience, by that po- 
pularity which enables him to ſound the ſenti- 
ments of men of different intereſts, and that 
intelligence which extends his views to diſtant 
parts of the world; but on this occaſion I have 
found my expectations fruſtrated, for he has 
* inquired without making any diſcovery, and 
* harangued without illuſtrating the queſtion be- 
+ fore us. 
He has ſatisfied himſelf, Sir, with declaring 
+ his ſuſpicions, . without condeſcending to tell us 
* what defigns or what dangers he apprehends. 
+ To fear without being able to ſhe w the object 


+ of 
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« of our terrors, is the laſt, the moſt deſpicable 
degree of cowardice, and to ſuſpe& without 
knowing the foundation of our own ſuſpicions 
« is ſurely a proof of a ſtate of mind, which would 


not be applauded on common occaſions, and 
ſuch as no man but a patriot would venture to 
confeſs. _ | 
He has indeed, Sir, utter'd ſome very inge- 

< nious conceits upon the late convention, has al- 
< Juded to it with great luxuriancy of fancy, and 
elegance of diction, and muſt at leaſt confeſs 
5 that whatever may be its effects upon the intereſt 

_ © of the nation, it has to him been very beneficial, 
o 
< 
£ 
o 


as it has ſupplied him with a ſubject of raillery 

when other topicks began to fail him, and given 
opportunity for the exerciſe of that wit which 
began to languiſh for want of employment. 
What connection his wonderful ſagacity has 
diſcovered between the convention and a corn- 
bill, I cannot yet fully comprehend, but have 
too high an opinion of his abilities to imagine 
that ſo many infinuations are wholly without 
any reaſon to ſupport them. I doubt not there- 
fore, Sir, but that when ſome fitter opportunity 
ſhall preſent itſelf, he will clear their reſemblance, 
and branch out the parallel between them into a 
thouſand particulars. | 
In the mean time, Sir, it may be proper for 
the houſe to expedite the bill, againſt which no 
argument has yet been produced, and which is 
of too muck importance to be delayed by raillery 
or invectives.? | 
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Samuel Sandys, Eſq; ſpoke next, in ſubſtance as 
follows: 18 | | 


g Mr. Speaker, | | y 
ö 5 Sir, The bill before us, 28 it 18 of too great Mr. Sandys's f 1 "I 
importance to be negligently delayed, is likewiſe Cech. | 
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too dangerous to be precipitately hurried into a 
law. 
© It has been always the practice of this houſe 
to conſider money-bills with particular attention, 
becauſe money is power in almoſt the higheſt 
degree, and ought not therefore to be given but 
upon ftrong aſſurances, that it will be employed 
for the purpoſes for which it is demanded, and 
that thoſe purpoſes are in themſelves juſt. 
But if we conſider, Sir, the bill now before 
us, it will appear yet more than a money-bill, it 
will be found a bill for regulating the diſpoſal of 
that, which it is the great uſe of money to pro- 
cure; and is therefore not to be paſſed into a law 
without a cloſe attention to every circumſtance 
that may be combined with it, and an accurate 
examination of all the conſequences that may be 


produced by it. 


Some of theſe circumſtances or conſequences, 
it is the duty of every member to lay . an the 
houſe, and I ſhall therefore propoſe, that the in- 
ducements to the diſcovery of any proviſions il- 
legally exported, and the manner of levying the 
forfeiture may be particularly diſcuſſed ; for by a 
defect in this part, the regulation lately eftabliſh- 
ed by the Regency, however ſeaſonable, pro- 
duced tumults and diſtractions, which every good 
government ought ſtudiouſly to obviate. 
By their proclamation, Sir, half the corn that 
ſhould be found defigned for exportation, was to 
be given to thoſe who ſhould diſcover and ſeize 
it. The populace alarmed at once with the dan- 
ger of a famine, and animated by a proclamation 
that put into their own hands the-means of pre- 
venting it, and the puniſhment of thoſe from 
whoſe avarice they apprehended it, roſe in 
throngs to execute ſo grateful a law. Every 
man, Sir, whoſe diſtreſs had exaſperated him, 
was incited to gratify his reſentment,” every * 
e * whoſe 
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* whoſe idleneſs prompted him to maintain his fa- 
« mily by methods more eaſy than that of daily 
labour, was delighted with the proſpe& of grow- 
« ing rich on a ſudden by a lucky ſeizure. All 
the ſeditious, and the profligate combined toge- 
ther in the welcome employment of violence and 
* rapine, and when they had once raiſed their ex- 
pectations, there was no ſmall danger, left their 
« impatience of diſappointment ſhould determine 
them to conclude, that corn, wherever found, 
vas deſigned for exportation, and to ſeize it as a 
+ lawful prize. 

Thus, Sir, by an imprudent regulation, was 

every man's property brought into hazard, and 

his perſon expoſed to the inſults of a hungry, a 

rapacious, and ungovernable rabble, let loof: by 

a publick proclamation, and encouraged to ſearch 

houſes and carriages by an imaginary law. 

That we may not give occaſion to violence 

and injuſtice of the ſame kind, let us carefull 

confider the meaſures which are propoſed before 

we determine upon their propriety, and paſs no 

bill on this important occaſion, without ſuch de- 


liberation as may leave us nothing to change or 
to repent.” 


Giles Earle, Eſq; ſpoke next, to this effect. 
VW 
« Sir, Notwithſtanding the dangers which have ur. ze#'s 
been repreſented as likely to ariſe from any error ſpect 
in the proſecution of this great affair, I cannot 
© but declare my opinion, that no delay ought to 
be admitted, and that not even the ſpecious pre- 
* tence of more exact inquiries, and minute conſi- 
| + derations, ought to retard our proceedings for a 
| « day. | | - 
| 6 My imagination, Sir, is perhaps, not ſo fruit- 
| ful as that of ſome other members of this houſe, 
and therefore they may diſcover many inconve- 
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© niencies, which I am not able to conceive; But 
* as every man ought to act from his own con- 
viction, it is my duty to urge the neceſſity of 

* paſting this bill, till it can be proved to me, that 
it will produce calamities equally to be dreaded 
* with the conſequences of protracting our debates 
upon it, equal to the miſeries of a famine, or 
the danger of enabling our enemies to ſtore their 
magazines, to equip their fleets, and victual 
their gariſons. 

If it could be imagined, that there was in * 

aſſembly a ſubje& of France or Spain, zealous 
for the ſervice of his Prince, and the proſperity 
Jof his country, I ſhould expect that he would 
© ſummon all his faculties to retard the progreſs of 
this bill, that he would employ all his ſophiſtry 
to ſhow its inconveniency and imperfections, 
and exhauſt his invention to ſuggeſt the dangers 
of haſte; and certainly he could do nothing that 
* would more effectually promote the intereſt of 
his countrymen, or tend more to enfeeble and 
depreſs the power of the Britiſb nation. 
If this would naturally be the conduct of an 
enemy, it is unneceſſary to prove that we can 
only be ſafe by acting in oppoſition to it; and I 
think it ſuperfluous to vindicate my ardour for 
promoting this bill, when it is evident that its 
delay would be pleaſing to the Spaniards.” 


Then Peter Burrel, Eſq; ſpoke as follows. 
© Mr, Speaker, 


a 
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Mr. BurrePs © Sir, If this law be neceſſary at any time, it 


ſpeech. 


cannot now be delay'd; for a few days ſpent in 
deliberation, may make it ineffectual, and that 
evil may be paſt, of which we fit here eg 
the prevention. 

Thad many contracts, Sir, for the exportation 
of proviſions are already made in all the mari- 
time parts ant the kingdom, is generally l 

an 
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and it requires no great ſagacity to diſcover that 
thoſe by whom they are made, and made with 
a view of immenſe profit, are deſirous that they 
may be executed; and that they will ſoon com- 
pleat the execution of them, when they are a- 
larmed with the apprehenſion of a bill, which in 
a few days may take from them the power of 
exporting what they have already collected, and 


13 


ſnatch their gain from them when it is almoſt in 


their hands. | 


A bill for theſe purpoſes, Sir, ought to fall 


upon the contractors like a ſudden blow, of 


which they have no warning or dread ; againſt 


which they therefore cannot provide any ſecuri- 
ty, and which they can neither elude nor reſiſt, 


If we allow them a ſhort time, our expedi- 


* 
- 
o 
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ents will be of little benefit to the nation, which 
is every day 1mpoveriſh'd by the exportation of 
the neceſſaries of life, in ſuch quantities, that 
in a few weeks the law, if it be paſſed, may 
be without penalties, for there will be no poſſi- 
bility of diſobeying it.“ 


Sir Jobn Barnard ſpoke next to the following 


purpoſe: 


Mr. Speaker, | | 
Sir, I cannot diſcover the neceſſity of preſſing 
the bill with ſuch precipitation, as muſt neceſſa- 
rily exclude many uſeful conſiderations, and may 
produce errors extremely dangerous; for I am 


not able to conceive what inconveniencies can 


ariſe from a ſhort delay. | 

The exportation of proviſions from Ireland 
is at preſent ſtopped by the proclamation ; and 
the beef which was deſigned for other nations, 


has been prudently bought up by the contrac- 
tors, by which thoſe murmurs have been in a 


: great 


Sir Joba 


Barrard's 


ſpeech, 
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8 nos meaſure obviated, which naturally ariſe 
from diſappointments and loſſes. 

There is therefore, Sir, no danger of expor- 
tations from that part of our dominions, which 
is the chief market for proviſions, and from 
whence our enemies have been generally ſup- 
plied : In England there is leſs danger of any 
ſuch pernicious traffick, both becauſe the ſcar- 
city here has raiſed all proviſions to a high 
price, and becauſe merchants do not immedi- 
ately come to a new market. OS. 
The bill, at leaſt, ought not to be paſſed 
without regard to the general welfare of our 
fellow- ſubjects, nor without an attentive conſi- 
deration of thoſe petitions which have been 
preſented to us; petitions not produced by 
panick apprehenſions of imaginary dangers, or 
diſtant proſpects of inconveniencies barely poſ- 
ſible, but by the certain foreſight of immediate 
calamities, the total deſtruction of trade, and 
the ſudden deſolation of flouriſhing provinces. 
By prohibiting the exportation of rice, we 
ſnall, Sir, in one year, reduce the colony of 
South Carolina below the poſſibility of fubſiſt- 
ing; the chief product of that country, the 
product which induced us originally to plant it, 
and with which all its trade is carried on, is 
rice. With rice the inhabitants of that pro- 
vince purchaſe all the other neceſſaries of life, 
and among them the manufactures of our own 
country. This rice is carried by our merchants 
to other parts of Europe, and ſold again for 
large profit. | | 
That this trade is very important, appears 
from the number of ſhips which it employs, 
and which, without lading, muſt rot in the 
harbours, if rice be not excepted from the ge- 
neral prohibition, Without this exception, Sir, 
133 a © it 
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it is not eaſy to ſay what numbers, whoſe ſta- 
tions appear very different, and whoſe employ- 
ments have no vilible relation to each other, 


will be at once involved in calamity, reduced 


to ſudden diſtreſs, and obliged to ſeek new 
methods of ſupporting their families. The 
ſailor, the merchant, the ſhipwright, the ma- 
nufacturer, with all the ſubordinations of em- 
ployment that depend upon them, all that ſup- 
ply them with materials, or receive advantage 
from their labours, almoſt all the ſubjects of 


the Britiſß crown muſt ſuffer at leaſt in ſome 


degree, by the ruin of Carolina. | 
Nor ought the danger of the ſugar iſlands, 


and other provinces, leſs to alarm our appre-. 


henſions, excite our compaſſion, or employ aur 
conſideration, ſince nothing 1s more evident 
than that by paſſing this bill without the excep- 
tions which their petitions propoſe, we ſhall 
reduce one part of our colonies to the want of 
bread, and confine the other to live on nothing 
elſe ; for they ſubſiſt by the exchange of thoſe 
products to which the ſoil of each country is 
peculiarly adapted: One province affords no 
corn, and the other ſupplies its inhabitants with 
corn only. | | 
The neceſſity of expediting this bill, how- 
ever it has been exaggerated, is not ſo urgent 
but that we may be allowed time ſufficient to 
conſider for what purpoſe it is to be paſſed, and 
to recollect that nothing is deſigned by it, but 
to hinder our enemies from being ſupplied from 
the Brizifþ dominions with proviſions, by which 


they might be enabled more powerfully to carry 


on the war againſt us. 

* To this deſign no objection has been made, 

but it is well known, that a good end may be 

defeated by an abſurd choice of means, and I 

am not able to diſcover how we ſhall increaſe 
* our 
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our own ſtrength, or diminiſh that of our ene- 
mies, by compelling one part of our fellow- 
ſubjects to ſtarve the other. 
© It is neceſſary, Sir, to prohibit his exporta- 
tion of corn to the ports of our enemies, and 
of thoſe nations by which our enemies will be 
ſupplied ; but ſurely it is of no uſe to exclude any 
part of our own dominions from the privilege 
of being ſupplied from another. Nor can any 
argument be alledged in defence of ſuch a law, 
that will not prove with equal force, that corn 
ought to remain in the ſame granaries where it 
is now laid, that all the markets in this king- 


dom ſhould be ſuſpended, and. that no man 


ſhould be allowed to ſell bread to another. 

© There is,. indeed, Sir, a poſſibility that the 
liberty for which I contend may be uſed to 
wicked purpoſes, and that ſome men may be 
incited by poverty or avarice to carry the enemy 
thoſe proviſions, which they pretend to export 
to Britiſh provinces. But if we are to refuſe 
every power that may be employed to bad pur- 
poſes, we muſt lay all mankind in dungeons, 
and diveſt human nature of all its rights; for 
every man that has the power of action, may 
ſometimes act ill. 

It is, however, prudent to obſtruct criminal 
attempts, even when we cannot hope intirely to 
defeat them; and therefore I am of opinion, 
that no proviſions ought to be exported without 
ſome method of ſecurity, by which the gover- 
nors of every place may be aſſured that they 
will be convey'd to our own colonies. Such 
ſecurities will eaſily be contrived, and may be 
regulated in a manner that they ſhall nor be de- 
feated without ſuch hazard, as the profit that 
can be expected from illegal commerce, will 
not be able to compenſate. 


© It 
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It is therefore, Sir, proper to delay the bill 
ſo long at leaſt as that we may produce by it 
the ends intended, and diſtreſs our enemies 
more than ourſelves; that we may ſecure plenty 
at home, without the deſtruction of our diſtant 
colonies, and without obliging part of our 
fellow. ſubjects to deſert to the Spaniards for 
want of bread.“ | 


Then Wiliam Bowles, Eſq; ſpoke in this 
manner: | 7 | 


Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, The neceſlity of excepting rice from the Mr. Baute's 

« general prohibition is not only ſufficiently ese. 
evinced by the agent of South Carolina, but con- 

firmed beyond controverſy or doubt by the pe- 

tition of the merchants of Briſtol, of which the 

juſtice and reaſonableneſs appears at the firſt 

view to every man acquainted with the nature 

of commerce. | 
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* How much, the province of South Carolina | 
will be diſtreſſed by his prohibition, how ſud- = 
« denly the whole trade of that country will be | . 
dat a ſtand, and how immediately the want of 1 
* many of the neceſſaries of life will be felt over i 


a very. conſiderable part of the Britiſß domi- 
nions, has already, Sir, been very pathetically 
repreſented, and very clearly explained, nor 
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does there need any other argument to perſuade i 
* us to allow the exportation of rice. | 5 
But, from the petition of the merchants of 1 
* Briſtol it appears, that there are other reaſons of 1 
equal force for this indulgence, and that our © 
regard for the inhabitants of that particular 1 
province, however neceſſary and juſt, is not the 18 
only motive for complying with their requeſt. "Th 
It is, ſhewn, Sir, in this petition, that the # 
< prohibition of rice will very little incommode 1 
Jour enemies, or retard their preparations ; for i | 
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they are not accuſtomed to be ſupplied with it 
from our plantations. We ought, therefore, 
not to load our fellow-ſubjefts with embaraſ- 


ments and inconveniencies, which will not in 


any degree extend to our enemies. 


It appears, Sir, not only that a very impor- 


5 tant part of our commerce will be obſtructed, 


but that it will probably be loſt beyond reco- 
very; for, as only a ſmall quantity of the rice 


* of Carolina is conſumed at home, and the reſt 


1s carried to other countries, 1t 1s eaſy to con- 
ceive, that thoſe who ſhall be diſappointed by 
our merchants, will procure fo neceſſary a com- 
modity from other places, as there are many 


from which it may be eaſily purchaſed; and it 


1s well known that trade, if it be once diverted, 
is not to be recalled, and therefore that trade 
which may be without difficulty transferred, 


* ought never to be interrupted without the moſt 


urgent neceſſity. . 
* To prove, Sir, that there is now no ſuch 


neceſſity, by a long train of arguments, would 


be ſuperfluous, for it has been ſhewn already, 
that our enemies will not fuffer by the prohibi- 
tion, and the miſeries that inevitably ariſe from 


a ſtate of war, are too numerous and oppreſ- 


ſive, to admit of any increaſe or aggravation 
upon trivial motives. | 
The province of Carolina, Sir, has already 
ſuffered the inconveniencies of this war beyond 


any other part of his Majeſty's dominions, as 


it is ſituate upon the bel of the Spaniſh do- 
minions, and as it is weak by the paucity of 
the inhabitants in proportion to its extent. Let 


< us therefore pay a particular regard to this pe- 


tition, leſt we aggravate the terror which the 


' neighbourhood of a powerful enemy naturally 
produces, by the ſeverer miſeries of Freer 
and famine.” 6 | 


4 * 


Sir 
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Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke next in ſubſtance as 


follows: 
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e Speaker, 


* Sir, Nothing is more abſurd than for thoſe Sir 
who declare on all occaſions, with great ſolem- ge 
' nity, their ſincere zeal for the ſervice of the 


publick, to protract the debates of this houſe 
by perſonal invectives, and delay the proſecu- 
tion of the buſineſs of the nation, by trivial 
objections, repeated after confutation, and per- 
haps after conviction of their invalidity. 

I need not obſerve how much time would be 


ſpared, and how much the diſpatch of affairs 


would be facilitated by the ſuppreſſion of this 
practice, a practice by which truth is levelled 
with falſhood, and knowledge with ignorance ; 
ſince if ſcurrility and merriment are to deter- 
mine us, it is not neceſſary either to be honeſt 
or wiſe to obtain the ſuperiority in any debate, 
it will only be neceſſary to rail and to laugh, 


which one man may generally perform with as 


much ſucceſs as another. 
The embargo in Ireland was an expedient ſq 
neceſſary and timely, that the reputation of it 
is thought too great to be allowed to the admi- 
niſtration, of whom it has been for many years 
the hard fate, to hear their actions cenſured 
only becauſe they were not the actions of others, 
N to be repreſented as traitors to their coun- 
ry for doing always what they thought beſt 
dean and perhaps ſometimes what was 
in reality approved by thoſe who oppoſed them. 
This, Sir, they have born without much 


uneaſineſs, and have contented themſelves with 
the conſciouſneſs of doing right, in expectation 


that truth and integrity muſt at laſt prevail, 
and that the prudence of their conduct and ſuc- 
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ceſs of their meaſures would at laſt evince the 
Juſtice of their intentions. 

They hoped, Sir, that there would be ſome 
occaſions, on which their enemies would den 
the expedience of their counſels, and did not 
expect that, after having been ſo long accuſed 
of engroſling exorbitant power, of rejecting 
advice, and purſuing their own ſchemes with 
the moſt invincible obſtinacy, . they ſhould be 
ſuppoſed on a ſudden to have laid aſide their 
arrogance, to have deſcended to adopt the opi- 
nions, and give themſelves up to the direction 
of others, only becauſe no objection could be 
made to this inſtance of their conduct. 

How unhappy, Sir, muſt be the ſtate of that 
man, who 1s only allowed to be a free agent, 
when he acts wrong, and whoſe motions, when- 
ever they tend to the proper point, are ſuppoſed 
to be regulated by another ! 

Whether ſuch capricious cenſurers expect that 
any regard ſhould be paid by the publick to 
their invectives, I am not able to determine, 
but I am inclined to think ſo well of their un- 
derſtandings, as to believe that they intend only 
to amuſe themſelves, and perplex thoſe whom 
they profeſs to oppoſe. In one part of their 
ſcheme I know not but they may have ſuc- 
ceeded, but in the other it 1s evident how ge- 
nerally they have failed. It muſt at leaſt, Sir, 
be obſerved of theſe great patrons of the peo- 
ple, that if they expect to gain them by artifi- 
ces like this, they have no high opinion of their 
diſcernment, however they may ſometimes 
magnify it, as the laſt appeal, and higheſt tri- 
bunal. 

With * Sir, to the manner in which 
the embargo was laid, and the expedients made 
ule of to inforce the obſervation of it, they 


* were 
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their country. 


were not the effects of a ſudden reſolution, but 
of long and deliberate reflection, aſſiſted by the 
counſels of the moſt experienced and judicious 
perſons of both nations, ſo that if any miſtake 
was committed, it proceeded not from arro- 
gance or careleſneſs, but a compliance with 
reaſons, that if laid before the houſe, would, 
whether juſt or not, be allowed to be ſpecious. 


But, Sir, it has not appeared that any impro- 


per meaſures have been purſued, or that any 
inconveniencies have ariſen from them, which it 
was poſſible to have avoided by a different con- 
duct; for when any expedient fails of produ- 
cing the end for which it was propoſed, or 
gives occaſion to inconveniencies which were 
neither expected nor deſigned, it is not imme- 
diately to be condemned ; for it might fail from 
ſuch obſtacles as nothing could ſurmount, and 
the inconveniencies which are complained of 
might be the conſequences of other cauſes act- 
ing at the ſame time, or co-operating, not by 
the nature of things, but by the practices of 
thoſe who prefer their own intereſt to that of 
* But though it is, in my opinion, eaſy to 
defend the conduct of the miniſtry, I am far 
trom thinking this a proper time to engage in 
their vindication. The important buſineſs be- 
fore us muſt now wholly engage us, nor ought 
we to employ our attention upon the paſt, but 
the future. Whatever has been the ignorance 
or knowledge, whatever the corruption or in- 
tegrity of the miniſtry, this bill 1s equally uſe- 
ful, equally neceflary. The queſtion 15 now 
concerning an act of Parliament, not of the 
miniſtry, and the bill may proceed without ob- 
ſtructing future examinations. 4 
If the bill, Sir, now before us be ſo far ap- 
proved as to be conceived of any real benefit 
2 to 
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to the nation, if it can at all contribute to the 
diſtreſs or diſappointment of our enemies, or 
the prevention of thoſe domeſtick diſturbances 
which are naturally produced by ſcarcity and 
miſery, there is no need of arguments to evince 
the neceſſity of diſpatch in paſſing it. For if 
theſe effects are to be produced by preventing 
the exportation of proviſions, and a law is ne- 
ceſſary for that ps rpoſe, it is certain that the 
ed, while our proviſions are 
yet in our own hands, and before time has been 
given for the execution of thoſe contracts which 
are already made. 
That contracts, Sir, are enter'd into for quan- 
tities that juſtly Claim the care of the legiſlative 
power, I have been informed by ſuch intelli- 
gence as I. cannot ſuſpect of deceiving me. 
In one ſmall town in the weſtern part of this 


kingdom fifty thouſand barrels of corn are ſold 


by contract, and will be exported, if time be 
allow'd for collecting and for ſhipping them. 

A few contracts like this will be ſufficient 
to ſtore an army with bread, or to furniſh ga- 
riſons againſt the danger of a ſiege; a few con- 
tracts Ike this will produce a conſiderable 
change in the price of proviſions, and plunge 
innumerable families into diſtreſs, who might 
ſtruggle through the preſent difficulties, which 
unſucceſsful harveſts have brought upon the na- 
tion, had we not ſold the gifts of providence 
for petty gain, and ſupported our enemies with 
thoſe proviſions which were barely ſufficient 
for our own conſumption. 

I haye not heard many objections e 
againſt the intention of the bill, and thoſe 


which were offer'd, were mention'd with ſuch 


diffdence and uncertainty as plainly ſhewed, 
that even in the opinion of him that propoſed 
them, they were of little weight; ; and I be- 


+ lievg 
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. 


heard them. It may therefore be reaſonably ſup- 
poſed that the propriety of a law to prevent 


the exportation of victuals is admitted, and 


ſurely it can be no queſtion, whether it ought 
to be preſſed forward, or to be delayed till it 
will be of no effect.” 


Nicholas Fazakerley, Eſq; ſpoke next to this 


eſſect: 


« Sir, as the bill now hs our conſideration. Mr. Fa- 
Baker ey 8 


R M 


is entangled with a multitude of circumſtances 
too important to be paſſed by without conſidera- 
tion, and too numerous to be ſpeedily examin'd; 


as its effects, whether ſalutary or pernicious, 


muſt extend to many nations, and be felt in a 
few weeks to the remoteſt parts of the domi- 
nions of Great Britain, I cannot but think, that 
they who ſo much preſs for expedition on this 
occaſion, conſult rather their paſſions than 
their reaſon, that 'they diſcover rather enthu- 
ſiaſm than zeal, and that by imagining that 
they have already traced the effects of a law 
like this to their utmoſt extent, they diſcover 


rather an immoderate confidence in their own 
capacity, than give any proots of that anxious 


caution, and deliberate prudence, which true 
patriotiſm generally produces. 


* There is another method, Sir, -of proceeding 


more proper on this occaſion, which has been. 


alrcady pointed out in this debate, a method of 


© eve they had no greater effect upon thoſe that 


ſpeech. 


exerting the prerogative in a manner allowed 


by law, and eftabliſh'd by immemorial prece- 


dents, and which may therefore be revived with- 


out affording any room for jealouſy or com- 


Plaints. 


* An embargo impoſed only by the preroga- 


tive may be relaxed or enforced as occaſion may 
bs wag or regulated according to the neceſſity 


C4 | ariſing 
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ariſing from particular circumſtances; circum- 
ſtances in themſelves variable, and ſubject to 
the influence of a thouſand accidents, and which 
therefore cannot be always foreſeen, or provi- 
ded by a law poſitive and fixed. 

Let us not ſubject the commonwealth to a 
hazardous and uncertain ſecurity, while we have 
in our hands the means of producing the ſame 
end, with leſs danger and inconveniency; and 


ſince we may. obviate the exportation of our 


corn, by methods more ſpeedily efficacious 
than the forms of making laws can allow, let 
us not oppreſs our fellow ſubjects by haſty or 
imprudent meaſures, but make uſe of tempo- 
rary expedients, while we deliberate upon the 
eſtabliſhment of a more laſting regulation 


Then Alexander Hume Campbell, Eſq; ſpoke to 


the following purpoſe: 
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Sir, that an embargo on merchandize or 
proviſions, may upon certain emergencies or 
important occaſions be impoſed by the prero- 
gative, cannot be doubted by any man whoſe 
ſtudies have made him acquainted with the ex- 
tent of the regal power, and the manner in 
which 1t has been exerted in all ages: The 
chief uſe of the prerogative is to ſupply the 
defects of the laws, in caſes which do not admit 
of long conſultations, which do not allow time 
to convoke Parliaments, or inquire into the ſen- 
timents of the people. | 

For this reaſon, in times of war the power of 


the crownis muchenlarged, and has ſtill a greater 


extent as exigencies are more preſſing. It the 
nation 1s invaded by a foreign force, the autho- 
rity of the crown is almoſt without limits, the 
whole nation is conſider'd as an army, of which 
the King is General, and which he then go- 

: HS  verng 
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verns by martial laws, by occaſional judicature, 
© and extemporary decrees. | 
Such, Sir, is the power of the crown on par- 
ticular emergencies, and ſuch power the nature 
of human affairs muſt ſometimes require, for all 
forms of government are intended for com- 
mon good, and calculated for the eſtabliſh'd 
condition of mankind, but muſt be ſuſpended 
when they can only obſtruct the pupoſes for 
which they were contrived, and muſt vary with 
the circumſtances to which they were adapted. 
To expect that the people ſhall be conſulted in 
queſtions on which their happineſs depends, 
ſuppoſes there is an opportunity of conſulting 
them without hazarding their lives, their free- 
dom, or their poſſeſſions, by the forms of deli- 
beration. ! | 
The neceſſity of extending the prerogative 
to the extremities of power, 1s, I hope, at a 
very great diſtance from us; but if the danger of 
the exportation of victuals be ſo urgent as ſome 
gentlemen have repreſented it, and ſo formi- 
dable as it appears to the whole nation, it is 
ſurely requiſite that the latent powers of the 
crown ſhould be called forth for our protection, 
that plenty be ſecured within the nation by 
barring up our ports, and the people hinder'd 
from betraying themſelves to their enemies, 
and ſquandering thoſe bleſſings which the fer- 
tility of our ſoil has beſtowed upon them.” 
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Sir Robert Walpole replied in the following 
manner: ö 


* Sir, it is ſo unuſual among the gentlemen who Sir Reber 
have oppoſed my opinion to recommend an ex- ., 
* ertion of the regal authority, or willingly to in- 

* truſt any power to the adminiſtration, that tho 

they have on this occaſion expreſſed their ſen- 

5 timents without any ambiguity of language, or 
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© perplexity of ideas, I am in doubt whether 1 
* do not miſtake their meaning, and cannot, 
without heſitation and uncertainty, propoſe the 
© motion to which all their arguments ſeem ne- 
© ceſſarily to conduct me, arguments of which 1 
do not deny the force, and which I ſhall not 


attempt to invalidate by ſlight objections, when 


Mr. Palte- 
ney s ſpeech. 


ee eee 


IJ am convinced in general of their reaſonable- 
neſs and truth. 

© The neceſſity of that diſpatch which I have 
© endeavour'd to recommend is not only univer- 
© ſally admitted, but affirmed to be ſo preſſing, 
that it cannot wait for the ſolemnity of debates, 
or the common forms of paſſing laws. The dan- 

« ger, which is every moment increaſing, requires, 
in the opinion of theſe gentlemen, to be obvia- 
ted by extraordinary meaſures, and that perni- 
© cious commerce, which threatens the diſtreſs of 
the community, is to be reſtrained by an im- 
* mediate act of the prerogative. 

* If this be the opinion of the houſe, it will 
be neceſſary to lay it before his Majeſty by a 
regular addreſs, that the nation may be con- 
: vinced of the neceſſity of ſuch extraordinary 

precautions, and that the embargo may be im 

< poſed, at once with the expedition peculiar to 
* diſpotick power, and the authority which can 
be conferr'd only by ſanction of Parliament. 
Whether this is the intention of the mem- 
bers, from whoſe declarations I have deduced it, 
can only be diſcover'd by themſelves, who, if 
they have any other ſcheme in view, muſt ex- 
plain it in clearer terms, that the houfe may 
deliberate upon it, and reject or adopt it, ac- 
cording to its conformity to the laws of our 
country, and the preſent ſtate of our affairs.” 


Then William Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke thus: 


: Sir, whatever may be the meaning of other 
gen- 


* 
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entlemen, who muſt undoubtedly be left at full 
* liberty to explain their own expreſſions, I will 
freely declare, that I am ſufficiently underſtood 
* by the right honourable gentleman, and that, in 
* my opinion, no remedy can be applied to the 
preſent diſtemper of the nation, a iſtemper by 
which it is hourly pining away, by which its vi- 
tals are 1mpaired, and the neceſſary nouriſh- 
ment withdrawn from it, that will operate with 
* ſufficient efficacy and ſpeed, except an embargo 
be impoſed by the prerogative. 

That this opinion, if receiv'd by the houſe, 
© muſt be the ſubject of an addreſs, is in itſelf mani- 
« feſt, and the reaſon for which an embargo is re- 

« quir'd, proves that an addreſs ought not to be 
* delay'd. 

* I cannot omit this opportunity of remarking, 
how plainly it muſt now appear that many of 
dus have been unjuſtly charged with obſtruct- 
* ing the progreſs of the bill for pernicious pur- 

* poſes, with views of raiſing diſcontents in the 
nation, of expoling the adminiſtration to pub- 
lick hatred, of obſtructing the meaſures of the 

government, or hindering the ſucceſs of the 
* war, when we have receded from our general 

principles, and ſuſpended the influence of our 
© eſtabliſh*d maxims for the ſake of facilitating 
* an expedient which may promote the general 
advantage, by recommending his Majeſty to 
* the affections of his people.” 


Henry Pelham, Eſq; here replied to this effect. 


* aA 6 La 


Sir, I am far from blaming any gentleman for Mr. Pet 


aſſerting, on all occaſions, the integrity of his 
deſigns, or diſapplying the reaſonableneſs of his 
conduct; and of what I do not diſapprove, I 
* ſhall not decline the imitation. | 

* It is not uncommon in the heat of oppoſi- 
$ tion, while each man is convinced of his own 


honeſty, 


bam's 


reply. 
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© honeſty, and ſtrongly perſuaded of the truth of 
his own poſitions, to hear each party accuſed 
* by the other of deſigns detrimental to the pub- 
lick intereſt, of protracting debates by artful de- 
_ © hays, of ſtruggling againſt their own conviction, 
and of obſcuring known truth by objections, 
< which diſcover themſelves to be without force. 
© Theſe accuſations, which are on both fides 
frequent, are, I hope, on both ſides generally 
< falſe; at leaſt it muſt appear on this occaſion, 
that thoſe who preſs the bill, had no views of 
< ſtrengthening their party by a victory, of wea- 
< rying their opponents by obſtinacy, or of pro- 
* moting any private purpoſes by a new law; 
< fince an expedient, by which time may be gain- 
© ed, and the avowed end of haſtening this ne- 
ceſſary bill ſecured, is no ſooner propoſed on one 
part, than received on the other.” 


Hovſcof In purſuance of what had been ſuggeſted in 


addreſs his this debate, after the queſtion for committing was 
Majcty em. agreed to, Thomas Clutterbuck, Eſq; ſtood up, and 
bargo upon moved, That an humble addreſs ſhould be pre- 
all hips ſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graci- 
corn, Sc. © qgufly pleaſed to order an embargo to be forth- 
with laid upon all ſhips laden, or to be laden 
* with corn, grain, ſtarch, rice, beef, pork, and 
other proviſions of victuals, to he exported to 
foreign parts.“ Which motion was agreed to 
nem. con. and the addreſs being preſented, an em- 

bargo was accordingly laid by his Majeſty. 
2 * On December 5, the houſe, according to order, 
to have the reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole houſe 
Tens with upon the ſaid bill, when they made ſome pro- 
regard torice greſs, and upon the gth, as alſo upon the 1 3th, 
n. 16th and 17th, they reſolved themſelves again 
into the ſaid committee, in which the petitioners 
were heard by themſelves, and many witneſſes ex- 


amined, 


. A ( . ( 


2 
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amined, which produced ſeveral alterations in the 
bill; and upon the 5th, prevailed with the houſe 
to agree to a motion made by Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 
That an humble addreſs ſnould be preſented to 
© his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to give directions, that the embargo upon ſhips 
laden, or to be laden with rice or fiſh to be ex- 
ported to foreign parts, ſhould be forthwith ta- 
* ken off;? which addreſs being preſented, the em- 
bargo was accordingly taken off of theſe commo- 
dities, in about ten days after it had been laid on. 


As the day upon which the law was to begin Debate 
to be in force, was to be filled up in the commit- Jour the 
tee, and as this blank came in courſe to be filled' the law was 
up upon the 15th, it was propoſed to fill up this e X50 
blank with the gth, ſo that the law was to begin 
to be in force before the bill had paſſed through 
the committee, and before moſt people in the 
kingdom could have information, that ſuch a law 
was deſigned, upon which Alexander Hume Camp- 


bell, Eſq; ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows. 


Mr. Speaker, „„ 

* Sir, That the Jaws may be obſerved by the Mr. Carr 
nation without daily violence and perpetual * 
compulſion, that our determinations may be re- 4 
« ceived with reverence, and the regulations which if 
ve eſtabliſn, confirmed by the concurrence of 9 
< our conſtituents, it is neceſſary that we endea- 
vour to preſerve their eſteem, and convince' ö 
them that the publick proſperity may be ſafely b 
* truſted in our hands. | | A 

* This confidence 1s to be gained as well in high 
« ſtations, as in lower conditions, by large aſſem- mn 
blies as by individuals, only by a conſtant prac- ij 
* tice of juſtice, and frequent exertion of ſuperior f 
* wiſdom, When any man finds his friend op- 
preſſive and malicious, he naturally withdraws 

| mY « his 


< his affections from him; when he obſerves him 
« advancing abſurd opinions, and adhering to 
< them with obſtinacy incapable of conviction, he 
falls unavoidably into a diſtruſt of his under- 
< ſtanding, and no. longer pays any deference to 
+ his advice, or confiders his conduct as worthy 
of imitation. | | 
© In the ſame manner, Sir, if the legiflative 
powers ſhall in making laws diſcover, that they 
regard any motives before the advantage of their 
country, or that they. purſue the publick good 
by meaſures inadequate and ill-concerted, what 
can be expected from the people, but that they 
ſhould ſet up their own judgment in oppoſition 
to that of their governors, make themſelves the 
arbiters in all doubtful queſtions, and obey or 
diſregard the laws at diſcretion? | 
If this danger may arife from laws injudici- 
\ ouſly drawn up, it may ſurely be apprehended 
from a compliance with this propoſal ; a propo- 
ſal that the operation of the law. ſhould com- 
mence eleven days before the law itſelf is in be- 
ing. I have hitherto, Sir, regarded it as a prin- 
ciple equally true in politicks as in philoſophy, 
that nothing can act, when it does not exiſt ; 
and I did not ſuſpect, that a poſition ſo evident 
would ever ſtand in need of a proof or illuſtra- 
tion. We live indeed in an age of paradoxes, 
and have heard ſeveral notions ſeriouſly defend- 
ed, of which ſome would, not many years ago, 
have condemned their abetter to a priſon or a 
mad-houſe, and would have been heard by the 
wiſeſt of our anceſtors with laughter or deteſta- 
tion; but I did not expect, that the moſt hardy 
innovator would have ſhock*d my underſtanding 
with a poſition like this, or have aſſerted, that a 
law may operate before it is made, or before it 
is projected. 
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That where there is no law, there is no tranſ- i 
« preſſion, is a maxim not only eſtabliſhed by uni- 
« yerſal conſent, but in itſelf evident and undeni- 
© able, and it is, Sir, ſurely no lefs certain, that 
«< where there is no tranſgreſſion, there can be no 
« puniſhment. If a man may be puniſhed, Sir, 
by a law made after the fact, how can any man 
« conclude himſelf ſecure from the jail or the gib- 
« bet? A man may eaſily find means of being 
certain, that he has offended no law in being, 
but that will afford no great ſatisfaction to a 
« mind naturally timorous ; ſince a law hereafter 
to be made may, if this motion be ſuppoſed 
« reaſonable, take cognizance of his actions, and 
how he can know whether he has been equally 
« ſcrupulous to obſerve the future acts of 5 — 
« Parliaments, he will find it very difficult to de- 

termine. | 


Then Henry Pelham, Eſq; roſe and ſpoke thus. 


Sir, Notwithſtanding the abſurdity which Mr. Belbam's 
© the honourable gentleman imagines himſelf to 
© have diſcovered in this propoſal, and which he 
* muſt be confeſſed to have placed in a very ſtrong 
light, I am of opinion, that it may with very 
little conſideration be reconciled to reafon and to 
* juſtice, and that the wit and ſatire that have been 
* ſo liberally employed, will appear to have been 
* loſt in the air, without uſe and without injury, 
The operation of the law may very properly 
* commence from the day on which the embargo 
was laid by his Majeſty's proclamation, which 
* ſurely was not iſſued to no purpoſe, and which 


* ought not to be diſobeyed without puniſh- 
4 ment.“ 5 
a Sir Fobn Barnard ſpoke next to this effect. 
* Sir, I cannot but be ſomewhat ſurpriſed, that Si 247 
* * a gentleman ſo long converſant in national af- eech. 
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« fairs, ſhould not yet have heard or known the 
© difference between a proclamation and a penal 
© law. By a proclamation his Majeſty may pre- 
< yent in ſome caſes, what he cannot puniſh, he 
may hinder the exportation of our corn by or- 
dering ſhips to be ſtationed at the entrance of 
our harbours; hut if any ſhould eſcape with 
prohibited cargoes, he can inflift no penalties 
upon them at their return. To inforce this pro- 
hibition by the ſanction of puniſhments, is the 
intention of the preſent bill; but a proclamation 
can make nothing criminal, and it is unjuſt and 
abſurd to puniſh an action, which was legal 
when it was done. The law ought, Sir, in 
my opinion, not to commence, till time is al- 
lowed for diſperſing it to the utmoſt limits of 
this iſland ; for as it is unreaſonable to puniſh 
without law, it is not more equitable to puniſh 
by a law, of which they who have unhappily 
broken it, could have no intelligence.“ | 
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Upon this, the day firſt propoſed was given up 
by thoſe that propoſed it, and the blank was filled 
up with the 25th of December 1740, for Britain, 
the roth of January for Ireland, and the 25th of 

March 1741, for America, &c. | 


ide hof of December 9, the Duke of Argyll ſtood up in the 
Ld upon houſe of Lords, and ſpoke to the following effect. 


the method 


of augment- C My Lords, i 


ing the army. 4 | 

Duke of As the preſent ſituation of our affairs may re- 
> e are an augmentation of our forces, and, as the 
| ſucceſs of our arms and the preſervation of our 
liberties may equally depend upon the manner 
in which the new forces ſhall be raiſed, there is, 
in my opinion, no queſtion. more worthy the 
attention of this auguſt aſſembly, than what may 
be the moſt proper method of increafing our 

army. ſo”. 
On 


A. 1740. DE BAT ES. 


On this queſtion, my Lords, I ſhall offer my 
own ſentiments with greater confidence, as there 


are few men who have had more opportunities 


of being acquainted with it in its whole extent, 
« as J have ſpent great part of my life in the field 
and the camp. I commanded a regiment under 
King William, and have long been either the 
« firſt, or almoſt the firſt man in the army. 


T hopesimy Lords, it will be allowed without 


difficulty, that I have at leaſt been educated in 
the beſt ſchool of war, and that nothing but 
natural incapacity can have hindered me from 
making ſome uſeful obſervations upon the diſci- 
pline and government of armies, and the ad van- 
tages and inconveniences of the various plans 
upon which other nations regulate their forces. 

I have always maintained, my Lords, that it 
is neceſſary in the preſent ſtate of the neighbour- 
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troops, that we may not be leſs able to defend 
ourſelves, than our enemies to attack us. 

It is well known, my Lords, that ſtates muſt 
« ſecure themſelves by different means, as they are 
threatened by dangers of different kinds: Policy 


A A A . 


muſt be oppoſed by policy, and force by force; 


our fleets muſt be increaſed when our neighbours 
* grow formidable by their naval power, and ar- 
mies muſt be maintained at a time like this, in 
* which every Prince on the continent eſtimates 
his greatneſs by the number of his troops. 

But an army, my Lords, as it is to be admit- 
© ted only for the ſecurity of the nation, is to be 
* ſo regulated, that it may produce the end for 
a which. it is eſtabliſhed ; that it may be uſeful 
* without danger, and protect thi people without 
oppreſſing them. 

To this purpoſe, my i it 18 indiſpenſably 
* neceſſary, that the military ſubordination be in 


« violably preſerved, and that diſcipline be:indiſ> 
Vol. XXI. D « criminately 


ing countries to keep up a body of regular 
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© criminately exerciſed. without any partial indul- 

« gence, or malicious ſeverities; that every man be 
promoted according to his deſert, and that mih- 
© tary merit alone give any en to — 

* preferments. ? 

To make the army yet more ukhal, it ought 

© to be under the ſole command of one man, ex- 
© alted. to the important truſt by his known ſkill, 


courage, juſtice, and fidelity, and uncontruuled 
in the adminiſtration of his province by any o- 


© ther authority; a man enabled by his experience 
to diſtinguiſh the deſerving, and 1 with 


power to reward them. 

< Thus, my Lords, ought an army ths be 
«* lated, to which the defence of a nation is en- 
< truſted, nor can any other ſcheme be formed 
« which will not expoſe the publick to "dangers 
more formidable than revolutiens or invaſions. 
And yet, my Lords, how widely. thoſe who 
have aſſumed the direction of affairs have devi- 
« ated from this method, is well known. It is 
© known equally to the higheſt and meaneſt offi- 
© cers, that thoſe who have moſt opportunities of 
« obſerving military merit, have no power of re- 
< warding it; and therefore every man endeavours. 
© to obtain other recommendations than thoſe of 
his ſuperiors in the army, and to diſtinguiſh him- 
< ſelf by other ſervices than attention to his duty, 
© and obedience to his commander s. 

Our Generals, my Lords, are da Colonels 
< with a higher title, without power, and without 
* command; they can neither make themſelves 
< loved nor feared in their troops, nor have either 
* reward or puniſhment in their power. What 
< difcipline, my Lords, can be eſtabliſhed by men, 
* whom thoſe who ſometimes act the farce of 
* obedience, know to be only phantoms of autho- 
<, rity, and to be reſtrained by an arbitrary miniſter 
q omg exerciſe: of ——_ commiſſions IX, 
75 ; L x 4 ry ey 
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© they are inveſted with? And what is an army 


© without diſcipline, ſubordination and obedience? 
« What, but a rabble of licentious vagrants, ſet 
« free from the common reſtraints of decency, ex- 
« empted from the neceſſity of labour, betrayed 
by idleneſs to debauchery, and let looſe to prey 


upon the people? Such a herd can only awe the 


« villages, and bluſter in the ſtreets, but can never 
© be able to oppoſe an enemy, or defend the na- 
« tion by which they are ſupported. TOO 
They may, indeed, form a camp upon ſome 
© of the neighbouring heaths, or paſs in review 
© with tolerable regularity ; they may ſometimes 
© ſeize a ſmuggler, and ſometimes aſſiſt a conſtable 
© with vigour and ſucceſs. But unhappy would 
© be the people, who had no other force to oppoſe 
© apainſt an army habituated to diſcipline, of 
* which every one founds his hopes of honour 
© and reward upon the approbation of the com- 
e 1 1 

' © That no man will labour to no purpoſe, or 
undergo the fatigue of military vigilance, with- 
out an adequate motive; that no man will en- 
deavour to learn ſuperfluous duties, and neglect 
the eaſieſt road to honour and to wealth, merely 
for the ſake of encountering difficulties, is eaſily 
to be imagined. And therefore, my Lords, it 
cannot be conceived, that any man in the army 
will very ſollicitouſly apply himſelf to the duties 
of his profeſſion, of which, when he has learned 
them, the moſt accurate practice will avail him 
nothing, and on which he muſt loſe that time 
which might have been employed in gaining an 
intereſt in a borough, or in forming an alliance 
with ſome ſpeaker in Parliament. . 
For nothing, my Lords, is now conſidered 
but parliamentary intereſt, nor is any ſubordi- 
nation deſired but in the ſupreme council of 
the nation, For the eſtabliſnment of this new 
= D 2 « regula- 
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regulation the honours of every profeſſion are 
proſtituted, and every commiſſion is become 
merely nominal. To gratify the leaders of the 
miniſterial party, the moſt deſpicable triflers are 
exalted to an authority, and thoſe whoſe want 
of underſtanding excludes them from any other 
employment, are ſelected for military commiſ- 
ſions. 1 99 
No ſooner have they taken poſſeſſion of their 
© new command, and pratified with ſome act of 
© oppreſſion, the wantonneſs of new authority, 
but they deſert their charge with the formality 
of demanding a permiſſion to be abſent, which 
their commander dares not deny them. Thus, 
my Lords, they leave the care of the troops, 
and the ſtudy of the rules of war, to thoſe un- 
happy men, who have no other claim to eleva- 
« tion than knowledge and bravery, and who, for 
< want of relations in Parliament, are condemned 
to linger out their lives at their quarters, amuſe 
+ themſelves with recounting their actions and ſuf- 
« ferings in former wars, and with reading in the 
< papers of every poſt, the commiſſions which are 
© beſtowed on thoſe who never ſaw a battle. 
© For this reaſon, my Lords, preferments in 
© the army, inftead of being conſidered as proofs 
© of merit, are look*d on only as badges of de- 
© pendencez nor can any thing be inferred from 
the promotion of an officer, but that he is in 
© ſome degree or other allied to ſome member of 
Parliament, or the leading voters of a borough. 
After this manner, my Lords, has the army 
© been modelled, and on theſe principles has it 
< ſubfiſted for the laſt and the preſent reign; nei- 
© ther myſelf, nor any other General Officer, have 
© been conſulted in the diſtribution of commands, 
© or any part of military regulations. Our armies 
have known no other power than that of the 
© ſecretary of war, who directs all their * 
| 2 oy 
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and fills up every vacancy without oppoſition, 
and without appeal. 1 | 


But never, my Lords, was his power more 


conſpicuous than in raiſing the levies of laſt 
year; never was any authority more deſpotically 
exerted, or more tamely ſubmitted to; never 
did any man more wantonly ſport with his com- 
mand, or more capriciouſly diſpoſe of poſts and 
preferments; never did any tyrant appear to ſet 
cenſure more openly at defiance, treat murmurs 
and remonſtrances with greater contempt, or 
with more confidence and ſecurity diſtribute 
poſts among his ſlaves, without any other reaſon 
of preference than his own uncontroulable plea- 
ſure, | I | 

And ſurely no man, my Lords, could have 
made choice of ſuch wretches for. military com- 
mands, but to ſhew that nothing but his own 
private inclinations ſhould influence his conduct, 
and that he confidered himſelf as ſupreme and 
unaccountable: For we have ſeen, my Lords, 
the ſame animals to-day cringing behind a coun- 
ter, and to-morrow ſwelling in a military dreſs; 
we have ſeen boys ſent from ſchool in deſpair of 
improvement, and entrufted with military com- 
mand; fools that cannot learn their duty, and 
children that cannot perform it, have been indiſ- 
criminately promoted; the droſs of the nation 
has been ſwept together to compoſe our new 
forces, and every man who was too ſtupid or 
infamous to learn or carry on a trade, has been 


placed by this great diſpoſer of honours above 


the neceſſity of application, or the reach of cen- 
ſure. | 


Did not ſometimes indignation, and ſome- 


times pity, check the fallies of mirth, it would 
not be a diſagreeable entertainment, my Lords, 
to obſerve, in the Park, the various appearances 
of theſe raw commanders, when they are ex- 
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with the firſt raptures of ſudden elevation ; tq 
ſee the mechanick new modelling his mien, and 


the ſtripling tottering beneath the weight of his 


cockade; or to hear the converſation of theſe 
new adventurers, and the inſtructive dialogues 
of ſchool-boys and ſhop-keepers. 
I take this opportunity, my Lords, of clear- 
ing myſelf from any ſuſpicion of having contri- 
buted by my advice to this ſtupendous collection. 
I only once interpoſed with the recommendation 
of a young gentleman, who had learned his pro- 
feſſion in two campaigns among the Muſcovites, 
and whom yet neither his own deſert, nor my 
1 could advance to a commiſſion. And, 
believe, my Lords, all the other General Off. 
cers were equally unconſulted, and would if 


their advice had been aſked, equally have diſap- 


proved the meaſures that have been purſued. 

© But thus, my Lords, were our new regiments 
compleated, in which, of two hundred and fifty 
officers who have ſubſiſted upon half-pay, only 
thirty-ſix have been promoted, tho" ſurely they 
might haye pleaded a juſter claim to employ- 
ment who had learned their profeſſion in the ſer- 
viceof their country, and had long languiſhed in 
penury, than thoſe who had neither knowledge 
nor capacity, who had neither acted nor ſuffer'd 
any thing, and who might have been deſtin'd 
to the hammer or the plough, without any diſ- 
reputation to their families, or diſappointment 
to themſelves. 

© I have been told, indeed, my Lords, that to 
ſome of theſe officers commiſſions were offer'd, 
which they refuſed, and for this refuſal every 
reaſon is alledged but the true ; ſome, indeed, 


excuſed themſelves as diſabled by age and in- 


firmities from military ſervice; nor can any 
objection be made to ſo juſt a plea. For 43 7 
cou 
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could thoſe be refuſed in their age the com- 


forts of eaſe and repofe, who have ſerved their 
country with their youth and vigor ? 


Others there are, my Lords, who refuſed 


commiſſions upon motives very different, in 
which, nevertheleſs, ſome juſtice cannot be de- 
nied. They who had long ſtudied and long 
practiſed their profeſſion; they, who had tried 
their courage in the breach, and given proofs of 
their ſkill in the face of the enemy, refuſed to 
obey the command of novices, of tradeſmen, 
and of ſchool-boys: They imagined, my Lords, 
that they ought to govern thoſe whom they 
ſhould be obliged to inſtruct, and to lead thoſe 
troops whom they muſt range in order. But 
they had forgot that they had out-liv'd the 


time when a ſoldier was formed by ſtudy and 


experience, and had not heard in their retreats, 
that a colonel or a captain was now formed in 
a day; and therefore, when they ſaw and heard 
their new commanders, they retired back to 
their half-pay, with ſurpriſe and indignation. 

But, my Lords, the follies of laſt year cannot 


be eaſily rectified, and are only now to be ex- 


poſed, that they may not be repeated. If we 
are now to make new levies, and increaſe the 
number of our land-forces, it is, in my opinion, 
incumbent upon us to conſider by what methods 
we may beſt augment our troops, and how we 
may be able to reſiſt our foreign enemies, with- 
out expoſing the nation to inteſtine miſeries, 
and leaving our liberties at the mercy of the 
court. 
* There are, my Lords, two methods of in- 
creaſing our forces ; the firſt 1s, that of raiſing 
new regiments, the other, of adding new men 
to thoſe which already ſubſiſt. . 
* By raiſing new regiments, my Lords, we 
ſhall only gratify the miniſter with the dif- 
„ tribution 
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© tribution of new commiſſions, and the eſta- 


bliſhment of new dependents; we ſhall enlarge 
the influence of the court, and increaſe the 
charge of the nation, which 1s already loaded 


with too many taxes to ſupport any unneceſ- 
A ͤ A8 

By the other method, of adding a hundred men 
to every company, we ſhall not only ſave the 
pay of the officers, which is no ſlight conſidera- 
tion, but what ſeems, if the report raiſed by 
the miniſtry of our preſent danger be true, of 
far more importance, ſhall form the new forces 
with more expedition into regular troops ; for, 
by diſtributing them among thoſe who are al- 
ready inſtructed in their duty, we ſhall give 
them an opportunity of hourly improvement, 
eyery man's comrade will be his maſter, and 
every one will be ambitious of forming himſelf 
by the example of thoſe who have been in 


the army longer than themſelves. 


If it be objected, my Lords, that the number 
of officers will not then bear a juſt proportion 
to that of the ſoldiers, it may be anſwer'd, 
that the foreign troops of the greateſt reputa- 
tion haye no greater number of officers, as 
every one muſt know who is acquainted with 
the conſtitution of the moſt formidable armies 
of Europe. Thoſe of Pruſſia, or of the vari- 
ous ſtates by which we were aſſiſted in the late 
war, either as confederates or mercenaries, have 
but few officers. And I very well remember, 
my Lords, that whenever they were joined by 


Parties of our own nation, the inequality in 


the number of the officers produced conteſts 
and diſputes. 


* The only troops of Europe, my Lords, that 
ſwarm with officers, are thoſe of France, but even 
theſe have fewer officers in proportion to their 
private men in time of war; for when they 
- d Giſband 
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« diſband any part of their forces, they do not, 
like us, reduce their officers to half - pay, but add 
« them to the regiments not reduced, that the 
« families of their nobility may not be burden'd 
« with needy dependents, and that they may ne- 
« yer want officers for new levies. RS 
There are many reaſons, my Lords, that 
make this practice in France more reaſonable 
than it would be in our nation. It is the chief 
view of their governors to continue abſolute, 
and therefore their conſtant: endeavour to keep 
great numbers in dependence; it ought to be 
our care to hinder the increaſe of the influence 
of the court, and to obſtruct all meaſures that 
may extend the authority of the miniſtry, and 
© therefore thoſe meaſures are to be purſued b 
* which independence and liberty will be moſt 
« ſupported. | 
It is likewiſe to be remember'd, my Lords, 
* that a French officer is ſupported with pay not 
much larger than that of a private ſoldier among 
us, and that therefore the argument which ariſes 
from the neceſſity of frugality, is not of the 
* ſame force in both nations. | | 
There is yet another reaſon why the French 
© are under the neceſſity of employing mote of- 
* ficers than any other nation. The ſtrength of 
their armies conſiſts in their gentlemen, who 
cannot be expected to ſerve without ſome com- 
* mand: The common ſoldiers of the army in 
France are' a mean, ſpiritleſs, deſpicable herd, 
fit only to drudge as pioneers, to raiſe intrench- 
* ments, and to dig mines, but without courage 


* to face an enemy, or to proceed with vigour in 
the face of danger, 


it Their gentlemen, my Lords, are of a very 
n different character, jealous of their honour, 
ir v and conſcious of their birth, eager of diſtinc- 
y tion, and ambitious of preferment. They have 
qd LY com- 
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commonly their education in the army, and 
have no expections of acquiring fortunes equal 
to their deſires, by any other profeſſion, and are 
therefore intent upon the improvement of eve- 

ry opportunity which is offer d them, of in- 
creaſing their knowledge, and exalting their re- 
putation. | . 
To the ſpirit of theſe men, my Lords, are 
the armies of France indebted for all their vic- 
tories, and to them 1s to be attributed the pre- 
ſent perfection of the art of war. They have 
the vigilance and perſeverance of Romans, 
Joined with the natural vivacity and expedi- 
+ tion of their own nation. by. 
* We are therefore not to wonder, my Lords, 
that there is in the French armies an eſta- 
 bliſhment for more gentlemen than in other 
countries, where the diſparity between the mi- 
litary virtues of the higher and lower claſſes of 
men 1s leſs conſpicuous. In the troops of that 
nation, nothing is expected but from the offi- 
cers; but in ours, the common ſoldier meets 
danger with equal intrepidity, and ſcorns to ſee 
himſelf excelPd by his officer in courage or in 
zeal. | | 
We are, therefore, my Lords, under no neceſ- 
ſity of burdening our country with the expence 
of new commiſſions, which in the army will be 
ſuperfluous, and in the ſtate: dangerous, as 
they will fill our Senate with new dependents, 
and our corporations with new adherents to 
the miniſter, whoſe ſteady perſeverance in his 
favourite ſcheme of parliamentary ſubordina- 
tion will be perhaps the only occaſion of theſe 
new levies, or at leaſt has hinder'd the right 
application of our ſtanding troops. For what 
reaſon, my Lords, can invention or imagina- 
tion aſſign, why the troops who had been for 
{ome time diſciplin'd, were not rather ſent = 
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* the aſſiſtance of Vernon than the new marines, 
+ except that ſome of them were commanded by 
men who had obtained ſeats in the other houſe, 
and who by their ſettled adherence, and avow- 
ed fidelity to the miniſter, had recommended 
«* themſelves too powerfully, to be raſhly expoſed 
in the ſervice of their country to the bullets of 
the Spaniards ? | 
So great, my Lords, has been the miniſter's 
* regard to parliamentary abilities, and ſo ſtrict 
his gratitude to his friends, that I know of 
but one member of the other houſe that has 
been hazarded in this expedition, and he a 
* hopeleſs, abandon'd patriot, inſenſible of the 
« capacity or integrity of our miniſtry, and 
* whom nothing has been able to reconcile to our 
late meaſures. He therefore, who has never 
« exerted himſelf in defence of the miniſtry, 
vas in his turn thought unworthy of miniſterial 
protection, and was given up to the chance of 
* war without reluctance. | 
But I hope your Lordſhips will concur with 
me in the opinion, that it is not always neceſ- 
ſary to gratify the miniſtry, but that our country 
claims ſome part of our regard, and therefore 
that in eſtabliſhing our army we ſhould purſue 
that method which may be moſt accommoda- 
ted to our conſtitution, and inſtead of imita- 
ting the military policy of the French, follow 
the example of thoſe nations, by whoſe troops 
they have been conquer'd. | 
* Had this ſcheme been hitherto follow'd, had 
our new levies, inſtead of being put under the 
command of boys, been diſtributed in juſt pro- 
portions among the ſtanding regiments, where 
they might ſoon have been qualified for ſervice, 
by the inſpection of experienc'd officers, we 
might now have ſeen an army capable of awing 
the court of Spain, into ſubmiſſion, or, if va 
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demands had been ſtill refuſed, of revenging 
our injuries and puniſhing thoſe who have 
infulted and deſpiſed us. 
From an army thus raiſed and diſciplined, 
detachments, my Lords, ought to have been 
ſent on board of all our fleets, and particularly 
that which is now ſtation'd in the Mediterra- 
nean, which would not then have coaſted about 
from one port to another, without hurting or 
frighting the enemy, but might by ſudden de- 
ſcents have ſpread terror through a great part 
of the kingdom, harraſſed their troops by con- 
tinual marches, and by frequent incurſions have 
plunder'd all the maritime provinces, driven 
the inhabitants into the inland country, and 
laid the villages in aſhes. 

There is yet, my Lords, no appearance of 
a peace, for our ſucceſs has not enabled us to 
preſcribe terms, and I hope, we are not yet fal- 
len fo low, as to receive them; it is therefore 
proper to form ſuch reſolutions as may in- 
fluence the conduct of war, and enable us to 
retrieve the errors of our paſt meaſures. 

The miniſter, my Lords, is not without pane- 
gyriſts, who may perhaps endeavour to perſuade 
us, that we ought to reſign all our underſtand- 
ings to his ſuperior wiſdom, and blindly truſt 
our fortunes and our liberties to his unſhaken 
integrity. They will in proof of his abilities, 
produce the wonderful dexterity and penetra- 
tion which the late negotiations have diſcover- 
ed, and will confirm the reputation of his in- 
tegrity, by the conſtant parſimony of all his 
ſchemes, and the unwillingneſs with which he 
at any time increaſes the expences of the na- 
_ tion. | 

But, my Lords, it is the great duty of your 
* high ſtation, to watch over the adminiſtration, 
* and to warn thoſe, who are more immediately 
| $ intruſted 
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intruſted with the publick affairs, againſt mea- 
« ſures which may endanger the ſafety or happi- 
« neſs of the nation; and, therefore, if I have 
« proved to your Lordſhips, that to raiſe new re- 
© giments is dangerous to our liberties, that a 
« multitude of officers is of no uſe in war, and 
that an army may be more expeditiouſly diſci- 
« plined by adding new men to every company, 
] hope your Lordſhips will agree to this reſolu- 
« tion which I have drawn up with the utmoſt 
« brevity, and of which the meaning cannot be 
_ © miſtaken. 3 N 5 
« That the augmenting the army by raiſing re- 

« oiments, as it is the moſt unneceſſary and moſt 
« expenſive method of augmentation, is alſo the 
e moſt dangerous to the liberties of the nation.“ 


The Duke of Newcaſtle next ſ. poke to this ef- 
fect. 


My Lords, TY 

As my education and employ ments have af- Duke of 

© forded me no opportunities of acquiring any "arg 5 
« ſkill in military affairs, it will not be expected 
by your Lordſhips, that I ſhould be able to con- 
* fute the arguments of the noble Duke, whoſe 
acknowledged ſuperiority in the art of war, and 
the abilities which he has diſplayed in the admi- 
© nitration of every province which he has un- 
* dertaken, give him a claim to the higheſt de- 


bi © ference. 


. But, my Lords, as I cannot aſſume the pro- 
— vince of diſputing on this queſtion, fo I can- 
„ not without longer conſideration form any reſo- 
is * lution concerning it; for arguments may be fal- 
le * lacious, which yet I cannot confute, and to ap- 
1 prove without knowledge, is no leſs weak than 

* to cenſure. | 33 5 
Ir Ik) bere is not any preſent neceſſity, my Lords, 
8 * of forming a reſolution on this ſubject; we are 


+ not 
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© not now called upon particularly to conſider it, 
and certainly it cannot be prudent by ſo deter- 
© minate a deciſion, pronounced without reflexion 
© or deliberation, to preclude a fuller examination 
of this important queſtion.* | 


Then the Lord Carteret roſe and fj poke in this 
manner, IL ; | 


My Lords, | 
The noble Duke who made the preſent mo- 
tion, has ſupported it by ſuch ſtrength of argu- 
ment, and ſo fully explained the advantages of 
the method which it tends to recommend; that 
not only the preſent age but poſterity may pro- 
bably be indebted to Fins, for juſter notions of 
a military eſtabliſhment, than have been yet at- 
tained even by thoſe, whoſe profeſſion obliges 
them to ſuch inquiries. | | 
Nor, my Lords, could we expect leſs from 
his long experience and extenſive capacity; ex- 
perience gained in the heat of war and in the 
midft of danger; a capacity not only cultivated 
by ſolitary difquiſitions in retirement and ſecu- 
rity, but exerciſed by difficulties and quickned 
by oppoſition. Such abilities, my Lords, ma- 
tured by ſuch an.education, have juſtly made 
the noble Duke the oracle of war, and procu- 
red him the efteem and reverence of all the 
powers upon earth. Eo - 
As I did. not receive from my education any 
military knowledge, I am not able to add much 
to the arguments, which your Lordſhips have 
already heard; but nevertheleſs, having been 
under the neceſſity of regulating the army, 
when I had the honour to be employed in Ire- 
land; and having made, in thoſe countries where 
I tranſacted the buſineſs of the crown, ſome ob- 
ſervations upon the different forms of military 
eſtabliſhments, I hope I ſhall be allowed to of- 
GON wh, | 
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« fer what my experience or my remarks may ſug- 
« geſt to me, in confirmation of the ſentiments of 
the noble Duke. e e SAR ITFESS 
When I was in Ireland, my Lords, the 
troops of that kingdom conſiſted of twenty one 
« regiments, of which ten were, as laſt year, 
brought into England, and the 1rifþ forces were 
to be filled up by new levies, which were raiſed 
in the manner now propoſed by increaſing every 
« regiment from three hundred and forty to fix 
hundred men; ſo that the eleven regiments re- 
maining compoſed a body of nearly the fame 
number with the twenty one regiments, as for- 
5. meriy ang. 57555 9 Denon 7 
Of the Swediſb eſtabliſhment, my Lords, the 
© reputation and ſucceſs of their troops are an un- 
« controvertible vindication, and I have often had 
an opportunity of comparing the number of of- 
« ficers with that of ours, and found their pri- 
vate men to be far more numerous in proportion 
to the officers. Leit ks l 
In Hanover, my Lords, I have ſeen his Ma- 
jeſty's troops remarkable for the elegance of 
their appearance, and being once aſked by the 
* commander at what expence one of thoſe gallant 
* troopers and his horſe was ſupported, was told, 
© after confeſſing my ignorance, that he coſt no 
* more than fourteen pounds a year, who could 
, _ in this country be maintained for leſs than 
* forty. Ii ; 
< I believe, my Lords, that the French forces 
* are not more expenſive than thoſe of Hanover, 
* and therefore we are by no means to imitate 
their eſtabliſhment; for the price of proviſions 
* and habits of life do not admit of any diminution 
* of the pay of either our officers or ſoldiers, and 
we can only leſſen our expences by reducing 
their numbers, to which I ſhall for my part moſt 
* willingly contribute, Fe Os AO a 
55} Sho But 
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But as this, my Lords, is not the proper time 
for diſbanding our forces, of which the preſent 
ſtate of our affairs may perhaps demand an aug- 
mentation, it is neceſſary to compare the ſtate of 
our forces with that of foreign troops, and 1up- 
ply by prudent methods the diſadyantages to 
which we are ſubje& by the peculiar condition 
of our country. For if the French can ſupport 


an army at a fourth part of our ex pence; what 


muſt be the conſequence of a war, ſuppoſing the 


wealth of the two nations nearly equal ? It will 
be to little purpoſe that we boaſt, however juit- 
ly, of the ſuperiority of our troops; for though 


it ſhould be granted that the Engl; cannot be 
reſiſted by an equal number, yet it can never be 
expected that they ſhould conquer troops four 
times as numerous as themſelvees. 

Thus, my Lords, it appears with all the ev1- 
dence of arithmetical demonſtration, that the 


method now propoſed is highly expedient, nor 


can any objection, in my opinion, be made to 
the reſolution offered to your Lordſhips. 


That this is not a proper time for this inquiry 
has been indeed urged, but ſurely no time can 


be more proper than when we may, by a reſolu- 


tion unanimouſly paſſed, regulate in ſome degree 


the conduct of the other houſe, and hint to 
them the opinion of this aſſembly on a queſtion 
which is perhaps to-morrow to be brought be- 


fore them. . 
The Earl of Cholmondeley then ſpoke thus. 
My Lords, een 

Though I was once honoured with a com- 

mand in the army, and conſequently ought to 

have attained ſome military knowledge, yet J 


have ſo long reſigned my commiſſion, poſſeſſed 


it for ſo ſhort a time, and have ſuffered, my at- 
tention to be diverted from inquiries on that 
ſubject 
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ſubject by employ ments of ſo different a kind, 


that I cannot preſume to oppoſe any knowledge 


of my own to the reaſons which have been of- 
fered; but I cannot think that the concluſions 


drawn by the noble Duke, are ſo evidently true 


as to force conviction, and exclude all poſſibility 
of reply; nor can I conceive it conſiſtent with 


the dignity of this aſſembly, to yield implicitly 


to any man's aſſertions, or to paſs any reſolution 


without an accurate inquiry. . 1 
Some objections, my Lords, ariſe upon re- 
flection from my narrow obſervation and tranſi. 
ent reading, and theſe I ſhall lay before your 
Lordſhips, with an open acknowledgment of 
my inſufficiency to diſcuſs the queſtion, and a 
fincere deſire of being inſtructed where I may be 
miſtaken. „ Ee, 
The ſubordination of the army, my Lords, 
appears to me in general to be ſufficiently main- 
tained, nor is it ever infringed but by particular 
partiality, that can never be prevented, or a ca- 


ſual difference in the circumſtances of the offi- 


cers, which, though not relative to their military 
characters, will always produce ſome degree of 
influence. n CT: 
I know not, my Lords, how the general re- 
gulation of our forces, and the diſtribution of 
military honours can be condemned, without ex- 


tending ſome degree of cenſure to a perſon. who 


ought not to be mentioned, as concurring in any 
meaſures injurious to the publick. Our army, 
my Lords, is maintained by the Parliament, but 
commanded by the King, who has not either 
done, or directed any thing, of which his people 
may juſtly complain PO 


\ 


| Here the Duke of Argyll interrupted him. 
"VoboMAb a wigs ene 
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My Lords, ith 
Duke of It is neceſſary to clear myſelf from miſrepre- 
_— « ſentations, and to preſerve at the ſame time the 
order of this aſſembly, by reminding the noble 
Lord, that his Majeſty is never to be introduced 
into our debates, becauſe he is never to be 
charged with wrong, and by declaring to your 
Lordſhips, that J impute no part of the errors 
committed in the regulation of the army to his 
| Majeſty, but to thoſe miniſters, whoſe duty it is 
to adviſe him, and whom the law condemns to 

anſwer for the conſequences of their counſels.” 


_ » -* The Earl of Chalmondeley reſumed. 


karl or If I miſrepreſented any aſſertion of the noble 

* * Duke's, it was by miſapprehenſion, or failure of 

continued, © memory, and not by malice or defign; and if in 
c any other objections which I ſhall make, I ſhall 


« fall into any error of the ſame kind, I deſire that 
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it may be aſcribed to the ſame cauſe. 

The ignorance and inexperience of our preſent 
< officers habe been expoſed with great gaiety of 
imagination, and with the true ſpirit of ſatirical 
« rhetorick, nor can I preſume to ſupport them a- 


» 
6 
— 


ainft ſo formidable cenſures. But, my Lords, 
6 difcover any method of protracting the 
* Jives of our old officers beyond the uſual term, 
« nor.of ſupplying the loſs of thoſe whom death 
© takes away from the army, but by ſubſtituting 
© -athers, wha, as they have ſeen no wars, can 
© have little experience. __ 5 
With regard to the number of officers in the 
© foreign troops, I have been informed, that they 
< were by an expreſs ſtipulation to be conſtituted 
in the fame manner with the Engliſh and Dutch 


forces. | 
Then the Duke of Argyll again intetrupted him. 


c 
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* My Lords, 
© As it was my province in the late war to ſu- Dake of 
« perintend the payment of the foreign troops, 11 
may be allowed to have ſome knowledge of the 
eſtabliſnment, and hope I ſhall not be imagined 


to need any information on that ſubject. 
And then the Earl of Cholmondeley ſaid. 


Ny Lords, 

© I do not preſume to diſpute any aſſertion of Neck of 
the noble Duke, for whoſe knowledge I have = reals 
the higheſt veneration, but only to offer ſuch 
hints for inquiry as may be purſued by other 
Lords of greater abilities, and to ſhew, that as 
« ſome difficulties may be raiſed, the reſolution 
* ought not to be agreed to without farther deli- 
« beration; fince it not only tends to preſcribe the 
© meaſures which ſhall be hereafter taken, and 
* prohibit a method of raiſing forces, which when 
« diligently examined, may perhaps appear moft 
« eligible, but to cenſure the methods, which, 
© when they were put in practice the laſt year, re- 
© ceived the approbation of all the FE of the 

«© legiſlature.” 


The Earl of Weſtmoreland ſpoke next as follows. 


My Lords, 

© I have for my own ſatisfaction ſtated the dif- Farl of 
* ference of the expence between the two methods — 
« of raiſing forces, and find it ſo great, that the ſpeech. 
method propoſed by the noble Duke, ought un- 
* doubtedly to be preferred, even though it were 
attended with ſome inconvenience, from which 
he has ſhewn it to be fre. 
10 Frugality, my Lords, is one of the chief 
* virtues of an adminiſtration; a virtue without 
which no government can be long ſupported; 
* the publick expence can never be too accurately 
: DO or the firſt tendency to profuſion too 
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rigorouſly oppoſed ; for, as in private life, ſo 


in political ceconomy, the demands of neceſſity 
are eaſily ſupplied ; but if once the calls of wan- 
tonneſs and caprice are complied with, no limits 
can be fixed, nor will any treaſure be ſufficient. 
© Whether the burdens, under which the peo- 
ple are now toiling, were all impoſed by neceſ- 
ſity, I will not inquire ; but I think, my Lords, 
we may readily determine, that whatever 1s not 
neceſſary is cruel and oppreſſive; and that 


therefore, ſince the expence of raiſing new 


regiments appears at leaſt not e neceſſary, 
it ought to be oppoſed ; and how can 1t be op- 
poſed more properly or effectually than by the 
noble Duke's reſolution ? * 


Then the Lord Hervey ſpoke to this effect: 


My Lords, | 

I do not claim any ſuperiority of knowledge 
in any affairs that relate to the publick, but 
have leſs acquaintance with the military eſta- 
bliſhment than with any other part of the go- 
vernment, and can therefore neither oppoſe the 
reſolution now offered to your Lordſhips by 
ſuch arguments as may deſerve your attention, 
nor agree to it with that degree of conviction 
which the importance of it ſeems to require. 


That the chief argument which has been 


produced againſt raiſing new regiments, is leſs 
formidable than it has been repreſented, will, 
I believe, appear to your Lordſhips, when it 1s 


"conſidered that the officers are always gentlemen 
of the firſt families in the kingdom, who, there- 


fore, cannot be ſuppoſed voluntarily to give up 
their relations and poſterity to the power of 
any miniſtry, or for the ſake of their commif- 


ions, to betray that conſtitution by which their 


own properties are fſecured. 
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Whether every other argument may not with 
equal juſtice be controverted, is not, without 
longer conſideration, poſſible to be determined, 
and therefore it cannot be reaſonably expected 
that we ſhould agree to the reſolution, which 
would be only to decide without examination, 
and to determine what we don't underſtand ; 
for I am under no apprehenſion of being ima- 
gined to reflect unjuſtly on this aſſembly, in 
ſuppoſing that many of your Lordſhips may be 
ſtrangers to the queſtion, which, when the laſt 
levies were made, was neither diſcuſſed nor 
propoſed. | | "Ai 
I therefore move, that the previous queſtion 
may be put, which may perhaps gain time ſuf- 
* ficient for a more exact inquiry upon this im- 
portant ſubject.” | 


a K A 3A M M 2A _ a 6A K „ „ 


Lord Tathot replied to this purport : 


© My Lords, 3 | x 
If in imitation of ſome noble Lords, I pro- Lord Te, 
feſs my ignorance of the ſubje& on which 1 *** 
am to ſpeak, may 1t not yet be allowed me, 
after the example of others, to employ the lit- 

tle knowledge which I have in the defence of a 
reſolution, which appears to have no other ten- 
dency than the advantage of the publick, and 

to ſhew my zeal for the happineſs of my coun- 

try, though perhaps without the true know- 
ledge of its intereſt ? | 


8 ˙ w a nmůnn 23A g A a 


Ihe noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt, is too great 
5 * a maſter of eloquence not to be heard with all 
the attention which pleaſure naturally produces, 
15 and a reaſoner too formidable not to raiſe in his 
. * hearers all the anxiety which is produced by the 
ir fear of being deceived by partial repreſenta- 
5 * tions, and artful deductions. I am always 
* afraid, my Lords, leſt error ſhould appear too 
_ * much like truth in the ornaments which his 
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Lordſhip's imagination may beſtow, and leſt 
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ſophiſtry ſhould | dazzle my underſtanding whilſt 


I imagine myſelf only guided By the light of 


reaſon. 
© I ſhall therefore endeavour, my Lords, to 
review his ornaments, and try whether they owe 
their influence to the force of truth or to that 
of eloquence, 

His Lordſhip has obſerved, that the objeftions 
which are now made to the method of raiſing 
new regiments, were not produced laſt year upon 
a like occaſion. I know not, indeed, what can 
be inferred from this aſſertion ; for ſurely i it will 
not maintain, that an error once admitted i is to 
become perpetual. 


But, my Lords, another reaſon may be aſ- 


ſigned, for which the objections that occurred 
laſt year might not be produced. The miniſtry, 
after a long courſe of diſgraceful negotiations, 
and artful delays, were, at length, compelled 
to a war, by the general clamours of the whole 
nation; but they acted as men unwilling to ex- 
ecute what they did not approve. They pro- 


ceeded ſo ſlowly in their preparations, and were 


ſo languid in all their motions, that it was evi- 
dent how willingly they would have improved 


every opportunity of retarding the vengeance 
which they were forced to threaten; and with 


what artifices they would have protracted any 


delay which they could have imputed to thoſe 


by whom they were oppoſed. It was, there- 
fore, to the laſt degree, improper to embarraſs 


their meaſures, of themſelves ſufficiently per- 


plexed, or to lay any obſtacle in the way of 


thoſe who would gladly be ſtopped. 
That the army is filled with gentlemen is ſo 


* far, my Lords, from proving that there is no- 


thing to be feared from it, that it is the only 
foundation of all our folicitude. For none but 
« gen- 


is 


„ 2 — (d 1 


© 


— 
= 


NOOR can injure our lidetties ; and while 
the poſts of the army are beſtowed as tewards 
< of parliamentary ſlavery, gentlemen will always 
be found who will be corrupted themſelves, and 
can corrupt a borough ; who will Purcfaſe a 
vote in the houſe, and ſell it for military pre- 
« ferments. By the poſts of the ;army the Par- 
* liament may be corrupted, and by the cortup- 
tion of the Parliament the army be perpe- 
« tuated. 

« Thoſe, my Lords, whe are the warmeſt op- 

* ponents of the army, apprehend not any dan- 

ger from their ſwords, but from their votes. 
As they have been of late regulated without 
diſcipline or ſubordination, I ſhould not feel 
much anxiety at ſeeing them led on by their 
* new commanders againſt a body of "honeſt 

ploughmen united in the cauſe of virtue and of 
© liberty ; I ſhould with great alacrity draw my 
* ſword againſt them, and ſhould not doubt of 


© ſeeing them, in a ſhort time, ape upon cur 


« fields. 3 

But, my W they are cad to ruin 
us by a more low and ſilent method they are 
directed to influence their relations in Parlia- 
ment, and to ſuborn the voters in our ſmall 


towns; they are diſperſed over the nation to 


© inftil dependence; and being enſlaved them- 
« ſelves, witmgly undertake the propagation of 
© ſlavery. 
* That the army 1s ;nfleinnch 3 in extending 
© the influence of the miniſtry to the Parliament, 
cannot be denied, when military preferments 
* are held no longer than while he that poſſeſſes 
them gives a ſanction by his vote to the mea- 
* ſures of the court; when no degree of merit is 
« ſaſficient to balance a ſingle ack of oppoſition 
, in Parliament, and when the nation is rather to 
8 E 4 * be 


35 


EPS os a " 


TER CTC — 
nd r 
. 
2 eee 
— 


K 


— 
r 
7 
3 — vx 5 CEE 
LY, Sr 9 ＋ 


m mnirwe imp om _- 
Em TITS 


—ͤ—ũ4644w— — 


— 
P 
1 $f 22 — — 
1 


= 
17 4 0 — — 
—— — 4 
nene ern 


— — 


— — —— — . 
— — LE 


= — — — C „ — 5 — 
53 — > 
N — 8 = = . 8 2 ag —— — — . 7 
— — — = | 
- 2 >. — - We h — = A 4 — : 
„ DES ene Ea are <A <a 8 N — ERS 6 VIE — — = A + = : ; = = 
Se 2 2 r 2 Wa. N . oo p 2 9 2 A : 7 2 —— 4 _ 
= — — — — 8 — — _— — — 2 2 G * £ — BA 7 ” N 
ab bs EZ — 2— 3 7 ODS F 8 x — 5 —— - 
_— — — r . — — [ſy * — — Eg I: 
ET 8 3 2 ; 


2 9 
— WES 


BY 


4 
s 
8 
" 
. 
c 
< 
c 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
© be left to the defence of boys, than the mini- 
* ſter be ſuſpected of miſcondutt. |, _ 

Could either bravery or knowledge, reputa- 
tion or paſt ſervices, known fidelity to his Ma- 
« jeſty, or the moſt conſpicuous capacity for high 


< truſt, have ſecured any man in the enjoyment 
4 of his poſt, the noble Duke who made the 


motion, had carried his command to the grave, 


? nor had the nation now been deprived either of 


© his arms, or of his counſels. 
© But, as he has now offered his advice: to his 


country, and ſupported his opinion with proofs 


K 


from reaſon and experience, which, even thoſe 
who oppoſe them, have confeſs' d themſelves 
unable to anſwer, as the juſtneſs of his reaſon- 
ing, and the extent of his knowledge, have 
filenced thoſe whoſe prejudices will not ſuffer 
them to on themſelves convinced; let us not, 
my Lords, reje& what we cannot ln nor 
ſuffer our country to be defrauded of the ad- 
vantage of this reſolution, by that low parlia- 


'* mentary craft, the previous queſtion.” 


Then-the Lord Chancellor ſpoke to the fol- 
lowing purpoſe : as 


N My Lords, 
9 1 am far from ſuſpecting, that an open pro- 
feſſion of my inability to examine the queſtion 
before us, in its full extent, will be imputed to 
an affectation of modeſty, ſince any knowledge 
of military affairs could not be acquired in thoſe 
tations in which I have been placed, or by thoſe 
ſtudies 1 in which the greateſt part of my life is 
known to have been ſpent, 
It will not be expected, my Lords, that 1 
ſhould attempt a formal confutation of the no- 
ble Duke's poſitions, or that I ſhould be able 
: to pn my « own opinion N his know- 
OY * ledge 
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ledge and experience; nor would I, my Lords, 
expoſe myſelf to the cenſure of having ha- 
rangued upon war in the preſence of Hannibal. 
The noble Duke has explained his ſentiments 
to your Lordſhips with the utmoſt accuracy of 
method, and the moſt inſtructive perſpicuity of 
language; he has enforced them with a ſtrength 
of reaſoning. rarely to be found, and with an 
extent of knowledge peculiar to himſelf. Let, 
my Lords, as his arguments, however power- 
ful in themſelves, do not ſtrike me with the 
ſame force with which others may be affected, 
who are more capable of receiving them, I 
hope that your Lordſhips will allow me to 


mention ſuch objections as occur to me, that in 


voting on this queſtion I may at leaſt preſerve 
my conſcience from violation, and neither adopt 
the opinion of another, however great, with- 
out examination, nor obſtinately reject the means 
of conviction. | | 
Every Lord who has ſpoken, either in ſup- 
port of the noble Duke's opinion, or in oppo- 
ſition to it, has confeſſed that he is very little 
acquainted with the ſubject of our debate; and 
it may not therefore be an improper or uſeleſs 
attempt, if I endeavour by objections, how- 
ever injudicious, or by arguments, however in- 
concluſive, to procure ſome illuſtration of a 
queſtion ſo important, and at the ſame time 
ſo little underſtood. | 


The objections, my Lords, which I ſhall 


produce, are ſuch as I have heard in converſa- 
tion with thoſe whoſe long acquaintance with 
military employments, give them a juſt claim 
to authority in all queſtions which relate to the 
art of war; among whom 1 find no uniformity 
of opinion with regard to the moſt proper me- 
thod of augmenting our forces. And, my 
Lords, when we obſerve. thoſe to _ in 

; © their 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
their ſentiments, whoſe education, experience, 
and opportunities of knowledge, have been 
nearly the ſame, and who have all obtained a 
very great degree of reputation in their profeſ- 
ſion, what can be inferr d, but that the queſtion 
is in its on nature obſcure and difficult; that 
it involves a multitude of relations, and is diffu- 
ſed through a great variety of circumſtances; 
and that therefore it is prudent for every man, 
who can judge only upon the authority of 
others, to ſuſpend his opinion? 
< The chief argument, or that at leaſt which 
impreſſed itſelf moſt ſtrongly on my mind, 
againſt any innovation in our military conſtitu- 
tion, was drawn from the ſucceſs of our armies 
in their preſent form, with that proportion of 
ſoldiers and officers, which the preſent motion 
tends to aboliſh. Our forces, ſay the advocates 
for the preſent eſtabliſhment, have afforded us 
a ſufficient teſtimony of the propriety of their 
regulation, by their frequent victories over 
troops, whoſe diſcipline has been ſtudied with the 
_ utmoſt vigilance, and which have been trained up 
to war with a degree of attention not diſpro- 
portioned to the mighty deſign for which they 
were raifed, the ſubjection of the world, and 
attainment of univerſal monarchy. Theſe 
troops, who have been taught, almoſt” from 
their infancy, that cowardice and flight are the 
greateſt crimes, and perſuaded by national pre- 
Jjudices, and principles ftudioufly inſtilled, that 
no foreign forces could withſtand them, have 
fled before equal numbers of Engliſhmen, and 
been driven from one province to another, till, 
inſtead of graſping at general dominion, they 
were reduced to defend their wives and children. 
© How much of this ſucceſs was to be aſcribed 
© to that part of the regulation which this motion 
< propoſes to be changed, it is not, my 1 > 
| | | Within 


— . CG - S - — — — — — — — 
— — — cd. — — — E = = 
22 * 


— 
—— 


—— — — — 


. 2%. . 1p. - I ne 


WT 

Ty » 

4 . 

M 

( 4 

6 1 
85 FP. 

n 

, I's 

mi =: 

"1/8, - HM 

1 

. 

a 1 
57). 

1 . 

1 1h 
N 
„ 

1688 
1 

I 
are 
's 
1 . 

NN 
n 3 

I 

in. 

Ne 

3 N 
16 

'N "n 

(WAR; "U 

N 

a 

WE il | 

(£9; 

* 4 
1 
49 1 

A 

0 

+ U 

1 

e 

1 1 — 

i 

Mütng 

14 8; 

l 6 

50 : 
iþ th 
18 

1 

i 

e 
Fj 79 0 

* 
£30683 

. Wk 

148 

i 

U. 

55 * | 

Ih 
11 x 
n 

wt N. 11 

Me 

7 Us 

{ai 
1M 
1 iy. 
WT 

4 
1 
1 
| 4 
I 11. 
* il 
1 il 
011: 

14 
F 1 4 1 

1 
N 

11 1 

' ' wy! 

1 bi 4 

1 } 
it p 

1 Ht ö 2 

11 
WRT | 

"1 * 
WEN þ 

14 1 

10 

417 f 

"ts f 

ms 8. £ 

n 

al 0 

13% 1. 

19 U { 

in 

1 4 * 11 
N 3 

4 ö N. 

\ 34H Wi 

BI | 

14. } 

Mg 
| 

Minn 

i! Us 

WITT. 

41} x1 5 

: [ 

WH: 10 7 
* . 

i 

Ni 
Wed. ''8 
[1:00 

Wt 

it 4 
Wi. 

UE TH 

Nein 

0 Wo; 

weſt J 

J. 7 
in. 
C 3 1 
1 6 
"It f 
ll 4% 

14 
i G * 

70 N 

I» OT FLY 
43% 

2 4 
Whey 
"hh f 
ie 
i 
TY 109 
1 
Nr 
ile 
bn 4 
11 a6 
[ 10 
3 LF 
9 1 " 
7 1 
19. 
4" 1.0 
+ Im 
400 0 
b lh 1 
Ne 
U 
* 
{14 q 
i 
4 1 
. 

90 

4, HY fl 
h 


ry Rn 
11 ml 
i! 100 
(1 Pi). r W- 
1 AA 
1 4 5 
in 
+ 1:48 5 
enn 
i enn 
e 
ein 
! fl 1 1 Wt 
WEI i!) 
WOW | 
n 
wh 10 
119 01 0 
\ 19 + f 
1 / a 
. 0 . 
1 i 
Nee 
1 [i * 
al * 
IE. e 
4 1 14M 19 
„ e 
74 , 
5 il } 16 
Wet 
. 
17 " 0 
„eig 
mY 
i'll 
0 
ö 
| [1 ! 


; 
1 
. +? 
E $844 
* 0 | 
by | 18 
r 
% 't 
* " 1 N 
J ts \ 
Ro 11 
7 . U 
7 a 38 7 
'f 48108 
' mer g 
4% 218.80 
| 55 . U 
i * - 15 
n 
. 
1 | 1 NN 
; f * ! 
1) W : p 
KF 
þ i 
TRL UF f 
v «i F* 
' of 7 
70 9 . 
14 


—— WW — — B — —— = 
777 ̃ ᷣ ß 6 6 SS $M KK. KG 


— 


- 


5 = a 
1 
— 


| 
| 
/ 
f 
| 
| 


un 


A. 740. DEBATES. 


within my province to determine; the great 
« commander, whom I have the honour to op- 
« poſe, can beſt explain to your Lordſhips the 
province of every officer in the field, and how 
« far the number of inferior officers may influence 


the ſucceſs of a battle, and the fate of a king- 
dom. vo 


But to me, my Lords, the eſtabliſhment of 
our armies compriſing different views, and con- 
necting various ſubordinate regulations, may be 
compared to a medicine compoſed of different 
ingredients, and found infallibly efficacious in 
* a dangerous diſeaſe, in which, though ſome of 
the parts may ſeem to phyſicians of the pro- 
« foundeſt learning, ſuperfluous or improper, it 
would be no leſs than the folly of preferring 
experiments to life, to make any alteration. 

* The wantonneſs of innovation, my Lords, 
is a dangerous diſeaſe of the mind; in a pri- 
vate ſtation, it prompts men to be always diſ- 
* contented with what they find, and to loſe the 
* ejoyment of good in ſearch of ſomething bet- 
* ter; it incites them to leave the ſafe and beaten 


tracks of life, in ſearch of thoſe which they 


* 1magine nearer , but which are at beſt leſs ſe- 
* cure, and which generally lead them to points 
far different from that to which they originally 
intended to direct their courſe. 

It is dangerous, my Lords, to admit any al- 
* teration which is not abſolutely neceſſary; for one 
innovation makes way for another. The parts 
* of a conſtitution, like a complicated machine, 
* are fitted to each other, nor can-one be changed 


without changing that which correſponds to it. 


This neceſſity is not always foreſeen, but when 
diſcovered by experience is generally complied 
* with; for every man is more inclined to ha- 


* zard further changes, than to confeſs himſelf 
* Miſtaken by retracting his ſcheme. Thus, my 


N 1 Lords, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1740. 
© Lords, one change introduces another, till the 
original conſtitution is entirely deſtroyed. 
By the ambition of innovation, my Lords, 
have almoſt all thoſe Empires been deſtroyed, 
of whick nothing now is left but the memory. 
Every human eſtabliſhment has its advantages 
and its inconveniencies, and by weak attempts 
to remedy theſe defects, which notwithſtanding 
the utmoſt attention will embarraſs the machine 
of government, alterations have been introdu- 
ced which have been quickly followed by a 
total diſſolution. 5 
There ſeem, my Lords, to be few regula- 
tions, on which it is more dangerous to make 
experiments than on that of the armies of a 
nation. We are ſufficiently convinced how 
much of ſucceſs is the conſequence of courage, 
and that courage is only an opinion of our own 

ſuperiority, ariſing from certain circumſtances, 

either imaginary or real. 
The courage which at preſent animates our 
forces, ariſes, my Lords, from a very proper 
ground, their former victories over the enemies 
which they are now to combat, and will there- 
fore, doubtleſs, continue while they can conſi- 
der themſelves as enjoying the ſame advantage 
with thoſe particular men by whom the victo- 
ries were obtained. But, my Lords, if any 
eſſential part of their eſtabliſhment be changed, 
they will be conſidered, both by themſelves and 
their enemies, as a different army ; they will 
then charge with leſs alacrity, and be oppoſed 
with leſs dejection; they will conſider them- 
ſelves as fighting without that certainty of ſuc- 
ceſs which ariſes from experience, and their 
© enemies will reſolve to try by an obſtinate re- 
* ſiſtance, whether they are now equally formida- 
ble as in their former ſtate. TO 9 
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A. 1740. D E BAT E S. 
Thus, my Lords, I have attempted, how- 


« ever weakly, to repreſent the arguments which 
] have heard for the continuance of the eſta- 


« bliſhment, of which your Lordſhips will exa- 


mine the validity, and ſhall now a to 
conſider the noble Duke's ſyſtem of a military 
« ſubordination in time of peace. 


Whether a ſtanding army, in time of peace, | 


Cal 


is made neceſſary by the change of conduct in 
foreign courts, 1t is now uſeleſs to inquire ; but 
it will be eaſily granted by your Lordſhips, that 


A 


no motive but neceſſity, neceſſity abſolute and 


inevitable, ought to influence us to ſupport a 
ſtanding body of regular forces, which have 
always been accounted dangerous, and gene- 
rally found deſtructive to a free people. 


A 


A 


The chief reaſon, my Lords, of the danger 


* ariſing from a ſtanding army, may be aſcribed 
to the circumſtances by which men, ſubject to 
military laws, are diſtinguiſhed from other 
members of the ſame community; they are, 


by the nature of martial government, expoſed 


* to puniſhments which other men never 1ncur, 
© and tried by forms of a different and more ri- 


* gorous kind than thoſe which are practiſed by 


* the civil power. They are, if not exempted 


* from the juriſdiction of the magiſtrate, yet ſub- 
jett to another authority, which they ſee more 
frequently and more ſeverely exerted; and which, 
* therefore, they fear and reverence in a higher 
degree. They, by entering into the army, lay 
* aſide for the moſt part all proſpect of advan- 
* tage from commerce or civil employments, 
* and, in a few years, neither fear nor hope any 
* thing, but from the favour or diſpleaſure of 
* their own officers. | 
© For theſe, my Lords, or for other reaſons, 


the ſoldiers have always been inclined to conſi- 


der 
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der themſelves as a body diſtinct from the ref 
of the community, and independent on it, a 
government regulated by their own laws, with- 
out regard to the general conſtitution of their 
country ; they have therefore been ready to 
ſubvert the conſtitution from which they re- 
ceived little advantage, and to oppreſs the civil 
magiſtrates for whom they had loſt their reve- 
rence. 

And how ſoon, my Lords, might ſuch out- 
rages be expected from an army formed after 
the model of the noble Duke, releaſed from 
the common obligations of ſociety, diſunited 
from the bulk of the nation, directed ſolely 
by their own officers, and ultimately com- 
manded by a man who had the right of com- 
manding no other? Would they not ſoon con- 
ſider themſelves as a ſeparate community, whoſe 
intereſts were, no leſs than their laws, peculiar 
to themſelves? Would they not conſider him, 
from whom they received all their rewards, and 
all their puniſhments, as the proper object of 


their ſupreme regard, and endeavour to exalt 
him to the ſame dominion over others, which 


he enjoyed in regard to themſelves, that they 
might ſhare in his ſuperiority ? 

A body of men, my Lords, thus ſeparated 
from the reſt of the people, muſt conſider 
themſelves as either ennobled or degraded by 
ſuch diſtinction, and would ſoon find themſelves 
inclined to uſe the power of their arms, either 
in the exertion of their privileges, or the re- 
venge of their diſgrace. Then, my Lords, 


would they ſet at defiance the laws of the na- 


tion; nor would one of theſe noble Lords be 
able to diſband, nor the other to reſift them. 

* The army, my Lords, is, in time of peace, 

then beſt regulated when it is kept * har 
| . o 1 e 
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« ſtrifteſt ſubordination to the civil power, that 


o 


* 


power which it is inſtituted to protect and to 
preſerve. os FN 


Thus, my Lords, have I examined the pro- 


« poſal and reaſons of the noble Duke, perhaps 


» 


* 


* 


c 


not much to the information of your Lord- 
ſhips ; but it cannot be expected, that any ca- 
pacity ſnould be able, in an unexpected and 
ſudden debate, to diſpute on a ſubject which 


the noble Duke's education gave him particular 


opportunities of underſtanding far beyond al- 
moſt every other man, and which he has had 
time to conſider with reſpect to this preſent 
motion. | 

For this reaſon, my Lords, I cannot but 
think the previous queſtion highly expedient, 
but not for this reaſon alone ; for as the ſtate of 
the army, and the proper methods of aug- 
menting it, are ſoon to be examined by the 
other houſe, to prejudice their determinations, 
may raiſe a conteſt about privileges, and oblige 
us either to perſiſt, for our own honour, in op- 
poſition to meaſures neceſſary to the ſecurity of 
the publick, or in compliance with the preſent 
exigence, accept their ſcheme, however oppo- 
ſite to our own reſolutions.” 


Then the Lord Carteret ſpoke in ſubſtance as 


follows, 


* expectation and attention, which ſeldom fail 


* My Lords, | | 


* The known abilities of that noble Lord, Lord Cane- 
* incline me always to hear him with uncommon s ſpeech. 


of being rewarded by ſuch pleaſure and infor- 
* mation as few other men are able to afford. 
* But his obſervations on the queſtion before us, 
my Lords, have only convinced me, that the 
* greateſt abilities may be ſometimes betrayed 
into error, and the moſt candid diſpoſition be 


vitiated 
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vitiated by accidental prejudices. For his own 
arguments neither appear juſt, nor his repreſen- 
tation impartial, of thoſe advanced in favour of 
the motion, | | | 

With regard to the number of officers neceſ- 
ſary in time of war, his Lordſhip aſſerted no- 
thing from his own knowledge, nor do I believe 
that any other Lord will imagine himſelf quali- 
fied to diſpute with the noble Duke upon queſ- 


tions purely military. His experience intitles 


him to the higheſt authority in debates of this 
kind, and if every man has a claim to credit in 
his own profeſſion, ſurely, he who has given 
evidence of his proficiency in the art of war in 
the eyes of the whole world, will not be denied 
in this houſe, that ſuperiority which would rea- 
dily be allowed him in any other part of the 
univerſe. 8 | | 

And yet leſs, my Lords, can it be ſuſpected, 
that he intends to deceive us, than that he can 
be deceived himſelf : For not only his probity, 
his love of his country, and his fidelity to the 
crown, concur to ſecure him from any tempta- 
tions to make an ill uſe of his credit, but his 
own intereſt obliges him to offer that ſcheme for 
the regulation of our forces, which in his own 
opinion will moſt certainly contribute to their 
ſucceſs. For, it is not to be doubted, my 
Lords, that when we ſhall be engaged in wat 
too far for negotiations and conventions, when 
we ſhall be ſurrounded by enemies, and terrified 
at the near approach of danger, he will be called 
upon to lead our armies to battle, and attack 
once more thoſe enemies that have fled ſo often 
before him. | 3 

Then, my Lords, if he has contributed to 


form a weak plan of our military conſtitution, 


muſt he atone for it with the loſs of his reputa- 


« tion; that reputation, for which he has under- 


1 gone 
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gone ſo many fatigues, and been expoſed to ſo 
« many dangers. h 

« But, my Lords, it is ridiculous to ſuſpect 
where nothing appears to provoke ſuſpicion, 
and I am very far from imagining, that the 


nified, or the apprehenſions of the ſoldiers, 
however rhetorically repreſented, will be thought 
of any weight. 

© The eftabliſhment of the army, my Lords, 
is an innovation, and, as the noble Lord has 
juſtly repreſented it, an innovation that threatens 
nothing leſs than the deſtruction of our liber- 
ties, and the diſſolution of our government. 
Our vigilance ought therefore to be very anxi- 
ouſly employed in regulating this new part of 
our government, and adapting it, in ſuch a 
manner, to the national conſtitution, that no 
detriment may ariſe from it, and that our civil 
rights may be protected, not oppreſſed, by the 
military power. | 

* To this purpoſe, ſays the noble Lord, the 
* ſoldiers are to be reſtrained by a due ſubordina- 
tion to the magiſtrate, a poſition undoubtedly 
true, but now ſuperfluouſly urged. For it was 
* never controverted by the noble perſon whoſe 
opinion he intended to oppoſe. 

Should any man aſſeft, my Lords, that the 
* army aught to be formed into a diſtin and in- 
dependent ſociety, which ſhould receive laws 
only from a council of war, and have no other 
* governor than their officers, none ſhould oppoſe 
* ſuch an aſſertion with more ardour or conſtanc 
than myſelf; but what was never advanced, it 
* 18 unneceſſary to confute. 

* Yet, my Lords, to obviate thoſe dangers 
from the army, which have been ſo ſtrongly and 
* juſtly repreſented, it is neceſſary, not only that 
© a legal ſubordination to the civil authority be 
VoL, XXI. F h firmly 
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< firmly eſtabliſhed, but that a perſonal depen- 
« dence on the miniſtry be taken away. 

How readily men learn to reverence and 
* obey thoſe on whom their fortunes depend, has 
been already ſhewn by the noble Lord, and 
© therefore it will follow, that a miniſter who 
* diſtributes preferments at his pleaſure, may ac- 
« quire ſuch an influence in the army, as may be 
employed to ſecure himſelf from juſtice by the 
© deſtruction of liberty. And unleſs it can be 
proved, that no ſuch miniſter can ever exiſt ; 
< that corruption, ambition, and perfidy, have 
< place only in the military race; every argument 
© that ſhews the danger of an army dependent 
only on the general, will ſhew the danger 


© likewiſe of one dependent only on the miniſter. 


The influence of the minifter, my Lords, is 
£ known to ariſe from the number of the officers, 
< and to be proportioned to the value of the pre- 
« ferment, which it is in his power to beſtow ; it 
js therefore evident, by adding new officers to 
£ our army, we ſhall throw weight into the ſcale, 
© which already is, at leaſt, an equal balance to 
« our conſtitution, and enable the miniſtry either 
to employ an army in defence of their mea- 
s ſures, or to obtain ſuch an influence in Parlia- 
< ment, as ſhall make any other ſecurity ſuper- 


„ fluous. : 


Such, my Lords, is the danger of a multi- 
£ tude of officers, a danger which ſurely deſerves 
more attention, than the imaginary prejudice of 
the ſoldiers in favour of the preſent eſtabliſn- 
ment; a prejudice repreſented ſo powerful both 
© in our own forces, and thoſe of our enemies, 
that the future ſucceſs of our arms may pro- 
s bably depend upon it. | 

« Surely, my Lords, that cauſe may be allow- 


© ed indefenſible, which ſuch a patron defends fo 


« weakly. What can be more chimerical than 
. | | I « to 
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to imagine, that men would lay down their 
* arms, and forſake their ſtandards, becauſe there 
are twenty more in a company than have for- 


« merly been? That ſuch a panick from ſuch a 


« cauſe was never found, I need not prove, and 
] ſcarce think it neceſſary to aſſert, that without 
« ſuppoſing a univerſal depravity of reaſon, it 
never can be found. | N 
The eſtabliſnment propoſed by the noble 
Puke, is the fame with that of moſt foreign 
« troops, and particularly with that of his Ma- 
© jeſty's forces in his foreign dominions, and, 
therefore, cannot but be approved by him, if it 
ſhould be propoſed by your Lordſhips. For 
why ſhould he imagine a greater number of 
officers neceſſary to the troops of England, than 
to thoſe of any other nation ? | 
The expediency of the motion, my Lords; is, 
in my opinion, ſo obvious and inconteſtable, as 
to require no farther conſideration, and there- 
fore it is no argument againſt it, that we were 
not previouſly informed of the queſtion. 
Much leſs, my Lords, can I diſcover the 
© force of the aſſertion, that by ſuch a reſolution 
we ſhall excite the diſpleaſure of the other 
© houſe; we have, my Lords, at leaſt an equal 
right with them to examine any poſition re- 
© lating to the publick ſecurity, a right which we 
may exert with leſs danger of diſguſting them, 
while they have yet formed no determination, 
and with leſs danger to the nation, than when 
their opinion, whatever it may be, cannot be 
controverted without retarding the important 
bill againſt mutiny. | | 
We are never offended, my Lords, at re- 
3 the opinions of the other houſe, which 
wie often adopt without any alteration, and of- 
* ten make uſe of for our own inſtruction; and 
now are become ſo contemptible, as that no re- 
| „ * gard 
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gard ſhould be paid by them to our reſolutions, 
It is well known, my Lords, that this aſ- 
ſembly is an eſſential and conſtituent part of the 
legiſlature of this kingdom, and that we re- 
ceived from our anceſtors a great extent of 
power, which it ought to be our care not 
to ſuffer to be contracted by degrees, till this 
aſſembly ſhall become merely formal, and fit 


only to ratify implicitly the determinations of 
the other houſe.” 


* 
4 
6 
. 
* 
« 
* 
o 


Proteſt upon 
ite | 


At laſt the previous queſtion was put, which 
was carried in the negative; and this occaſioned 


the following proteſt : 


Tueſday, Dec. 9, 1740. The order of the day 
being read, for taking the ſtate of the army into 
conſideration, it was propoſed to reſolve, * That 
the augmenting the army by raifing regiments, 

a as it is the moſt unneceſſary and moſt expenſive 
method of augmentation, is alſo the moſt dan- 
< gerous to the liberties of Britain.” | 

Which being objected to, and long debate 
thereupon, the previous queſtion was put, Whe- 
ther that queſtion ſhall be now put? It was re- 


ſolved in the negative. Content 42, Not Con- 
tent 59. | 


Diſſentient* 

1. Becauſe we conceive, that this motion 
ought not to have been laid afide by the previous 
queſtion, the arguments urged in the debate a- 
255 our coming to this reſolution at this time, 

eing, in our opinion, highly inſufficient, ſince 
we cannot apprehend what further lights could be 
had with relation to the ſeveral propoſitions con- 
tained in the queſtion, than thoſe we received in 
the debate, authorized by the uſage of almoſt all 
the nations in Europe; nor were there any parti- 
cular papers pointed out, as neceſſary for fe 

og | infor- 
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information of the houſe; and we thought this 
the propereſt time to come to this reſolution, be- 


fore any ſteps were taken as to the method of 


making the intended augmentation. 
2. Becauſe it was proved in the debate, and 


univerſally admitted, that the augmentation of 


our land forces, by the raiſing of new corps, was 
by near one third, a more expenſive manner of 
augmenting, than by additional men to compa- 
nies. A conſideration which, in our opinion, 
ought to have the greateſt weight at this time, 
when the nation is engaged in a new war, and ſtill 
groaning under all the burden of the laſt, though 
after thirty years peace. 

3. Becauſe conſidering, that the œconomy of 
augmenting the forces by additional men to com- 
panies, was admitted, and the utility of it not 
diſproved, we cannot help ſuſpecting, that the 
raiſing of new corps at this time, when the elec- 
tion of a new Parliament draws ſo near, may be 
of a dangerous tendency to the conſtitution of 
this kingdom, and relate more to civil than mi- 
litary ſervice, eſpecially ſince there are now no 
officers to be found (the officers now remaining 
upon half-· pay, having been already judged by 
the adminiſtration unfit for ſervice) it is, in our 
opinion, opening a door to introduce a large body 
of commiſſion'd penſioners. Theſe ſuſpicions are 
ſtrengthened, by the experience we have had, 
that no rank has been either above, or below mi- 
niſterial reſentment, and the ſeverity of parlia- 


mentary diſcipline; and we muſt with concern 


obſerve, that the honour of the nation, and the 
fate of this important war, has been intruſted 
to raw and new-levied troops, in order, as we 
apprehend, to keep the others at home, only for 
civil purpoſes, TU 5 c 


F 3 Weſtmore- 
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Weſtmoreland Cobham 
Northampton Middleton 
Shaftſbury Gower 
Suffolk Bridgwater 
- Abingdon Hereford 
Cheſterfield =  Briftol 
+ © __- Litchfield 
Carliſle Thanet 
Willoughby de Brook Berkſhire 
Oxford 199 Aylesford 
Greenwich Talbot 
Bathurſt | Haverſham 


Debs bs December 12, Samuel Sandys, Eſq; ſtood up in 


of Com- the houſe of Commons, and moved to reſolve, 
mons about © That an humbe addreſs be preſented to his Ma- 
half-pay of- © jeſty, that for the preſent and future eaſe of 
acer: © his Majeſty's ſubjects, he would be graciouſly 


« pleaſed to employ in the army all ſuch perſons 


* as now remain upon half- pay.“ Upon this ſub- 
ject he ſpoke to this effect: 
Mr. Speaker, 

Mr. Saschrs © Sir, Though I have often known motions 


ipezch. © oppoſed without any juſt objections, or at leaſt 


without my proof of ſuch inconveniencies like- 
© ly to ariſe from them, as were equivalent to the 
advantages, which they would have produced, 
yet I cannot but confeſs, that any oppoſition to 
+ this will be unexpected and ſurpriſing; for it is, 
in my opinion, ſupported by every law of juſ- 
+ tice and humanity. If we regard the pub- 
ck in. general, it cannot but produce ſome 
© alleviation of the national expence ; and if we 
+. conſider the particular perſons to whom it im- 
5 medately relates, they have certainly a juſt 
claim to that regard, which it is the tendency of 
F this motion to procure them, | 
Jo burden with ſuperfluous officers, and un- 
ts | © neceſlary 
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neceſſary expences, a people already over- 
whelmed with taxes, and over-run with the 
dependents on the crown, is ſurely to the high- 
eſt degree cruel and abſurd. And to condemn 


ſerved their country with bravery and fidelity, 
to prefer unexperienc'd ſtriplings to thoſe com- 
miſſions, which would gladly be accepted by 
men who have already tried their courage in the 
battle, and borne the fatigues of marches, and 
the change of climates, is ſurely not only to 
oppreſs the deſerving, and ſcatter promotion 
without juſt diſtinction; but, what is yet more 
enormous, it is to wanton with the publick 
ſafety, and expoſe us to our enemies. 

Nor does it appear to me ſufficient, that the 
veteran officers be reſtored to the commiſſions 
which they formerly enjoyed; they ought, upon 
an augmentation of our troops, to be recom- 
penced by ſome advancement for their ſervices 
and their ſufferings ; the enſign ought to be- 
come a lieutenant, and the lieutenant be exalted 
to a captain ; ftations which they will ſurely fill 
with more dignity and greater abilities, than 
boys newly diſcharged from ſchool, and in- 
truſted with unexpected authority. 

If it be reaſonable, Sir, that expence ſhould 
be ſpared in a time of general poverty ; if it be 
politick to carry. on war in the manner moſt 
likely to produce ſucceſs ; if it be juſt, that 
thoſe who have ſerv'd their country ſhould be 
preferred to thoſe who have no merit to boaſt, 
this motion cannot be rejected.? £4 


Sir William Yonge anſwered to this purpoſe. 


Sir, To the motion now made, it will not I vir ine 
© believe be objected, that it is unreaſonable, or an 
* unjuſt, but that it is unneceſſary, and that it is 


not drawn up with ſufficient conſideration. 
| — 11 


thoſe men to contempt and penury, who have 
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It is unneceſſary, becauſe his Majeſty is ad- 
vis'd by it to no other meaſures, than thoſe 
which he has already determined to purſue ; for 
he has declared to me, Sir, his intention of 
conferring the new commiſſions upon the offi- 
cers who receive half-pay, before any other of. 
ficers ſhall be promoted. | 

The motion appears to me not to be very at- 
tentively conſidered, or drawn up with great 
propriety of expreſſion ; for it ſuppoſes all the 
half-pay officers fit for the ſervice, which can- 
not be imagined by any man, who conſiders 
that there has been peace for almoſt thirty years 
a ſpace of time, in which many vigorous conſti- 
tutions muſt have declined, and many who 
were once well qualified for command, muſt be 


diſabled by the infirmities of age. Nor is the 


promotion of one of theſe gentlemen confidered 


always by him as an act of favour; many of 
them have in this long interval of peace enga- 
ged in methods of life very little conſiſtent 
with military employments; many of them 
have families which demand their care, and 
which they would not forſake for any advanta- 
ges which a new commiſſion could afford them, 
and therefore it would not be very conſiſtent 
with humanity to force them into new dangers, 
and fatigues, which they are now unable to 
ſupport. . 

With regard to theſe men, compaſſion and 


kindneſs ſeem to require, that they ſhould be 


ſuffer'd to ſpend their few remaining days with- 
out interruption, and that the dangers and toils 


of their youth ſhould be requited in their age 
with eaſe and retirement. D | 


There are others who have leſs claim to the 
+ regard of the publick, and who may be paſs'd 


by in the diſtribution of new preferments with- 
* out the imputation of neglecting merit. Theſe 


- 
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« are they who have voluntarily reſigned their 
« commiſſions for the ſake of half-pay, and have 
« preferred indolence and retreat to the ſervice of 
« their country. 
So that it appears, that of thoſe who now 


ſubſiſt upon half-pay, ſome are unable to 


« execute a commiſſion, ſome do not deſire, and 


« ſome do not deſerve it; and with regard to the 
remaining part, which can be no great number, 


« ] have already declared the intention of his 


« Majeſty, and therefore cannot but conclude, 
«© that the motion is needleſs.? 


William Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke to the following 
effect. 


« Sir, I know not by what fatality it is, that M*- 


all the motions made by one party are rea- 
« ſonable and neceſſary; and all that are unhappi- 
ly offered by the other, are diſcovered either to 
be needleſs, or of pernicious tendency. When- 
« ever a queſtion can be clouded and perplexed, 
the opponents of the miniſtry are always miſta- 
© ken, confuted, and, in conſequence of the con- 
© futations, defeated by the majority of votes. 
When truth is too notorious to be denied, and 
© too obvious to be conteſted, the adminiſtration 
© always claim the honour of the firſt diſcovery, 
© and will never own that they were incited to 
their duty by the remonſtrances of their oppo- 
* nents, though they never before thoſe remon- 
* ſtrances had diſcovered the leaſt intention of 
performing it. | 

But that the motion is allowed to be juſt and 
proper, is ſufficient, the importance 0 it will 
* be eaſily diſcovered. For my part I ſhall al- 


* ways conſider that motion as important, which 


* tends to contract the expences of the publick, 
* to reſcue merit from neglect, and to hinder the 
© mereaſe of the dependents on the miniſtry.” 5 
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Sir Robert Walpole anſwer' d: 


— , * Sir There is no temper more oppoſite to that 

Ie” © inceſſant attention to the welfare of the pub 

9 lick, which is the perpetual boaſt of thoſe who 

© have ſignalized themſelves by oppoſing the 

© meaſures of the adminiſtration, than a luſt of 

_ © contradiftion, and a diſpoſition to diſturb this 
aſſembly with ſuperfluons debates. 

Whether this diſpoſition is not diſcover'd 

in the reply made to the declaration of his Ma- 

« jeſty's intentions, and the confeſſion of the 
« proptiety- of the motion, let the houſe deter- 
© mine. It muſt ſurely be confeſſed, that it is 
< not neceſſary to adviſe what is already deter- 

| * mined. 

Nor is it leſs evident, that many of the of- 
< ficers, whoſe intereſt is now ſo warmly ſollicit- 
ed, muſt be incapacited by their age for ſer- 
© vice, and unable to receive any benefit from 
© the offer of new commiſſions. To deny this, 
is to queſtion the flux of time, or to imagine, 
that the conſtitution of a ſoldier is exempt 
from its injuries.” 


Samuel 1 Eſq; explain'd himſelf to this 
effect: 


Mr. Sandyi's “ Sir, 1 am far PE intending by this motion 
"Ps < to fill the army with decrepit officers, or to ob- 
(i ſtruct in any manner the ſervice of the pub- 
lick; nor have I any other intention, than to 
ſecure to thoſe whoſe years permit, and whoſe 
inclinations incite them to enter once more into 
the army, that preferment to which they have 
a claim, not only from their paſt ſervices, but 
from the ſtate of penury and obſcurity in which 
© they have languiſhed. 
_ © I defire to preſerve thoſe whoſe valour has 
* heretofore made our nation the terror of the 
© world, 
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world, from the mortification of ſeeing them- 
5 ſelves inſulted by childhood, and commanded 
by ignorance; by ignorance "exalted to autho- 
rity by the countenance of ſome rhetorician in 
Parliament, or ſome mayor of a borough. _ 
* Whoever has obſerv'd the late diſtribution 
of military honours, will eaſily diſcover, that 
they have been attained by qualifications very 


* 


different from bravery, or knowledge of the 1 
* art of war; he will find that regiments and 1 
; companies are the rewards of a ſeaſonable vote, 1 
* and that no man can preſerve his poſt in the | | 
* army, whether given him as the reward of ac- We: | 
+ knowledg'd merit, or ſold him for the full va- | 1 
f * lue, any longer than he employs all his in- 9 
: * fluence in favour of the miniſtry.” 1 1 
4 Sir Robert Walpole then ſaid, 1 
- Sir, It has been already admitted, that the Sir Ee 1" 
n * motion can only be objected to, as ſuperfluous, N 1 
S, * and therefore all further debate is mere waſte il 
Cy * of time without any proſpect of advantage, nor 1 
ot is any thing now neceſſary, but to review the | | 
motion, and correct ſuch expreſſions as may be "ſk 
is * thought inaccurate or improper. Ws 
That all the half-pay officers are not able to 1 
* enter into the ſervice, has been already ſhewn, | l 
n * and therefore I ſhould imagine, that inſtead of "8 
b- * all the officers, we might very juſtly ſubſtitute, Mp 
of * officers properly qualified. 1 
oſe Sir Jobn Barnard replied, i 
WO Sir, Tho' I cannot diſcover the neceſſity of sir an 1 
e * any alteration, ſince it cannot be conceiv'd — " 1 
dut * that the Parliament can adviſe impoſſibilities, yet 1 
ich * ſince ſo much accuracy is affected, it may be * 
* allowed that the word, all, ſhall be left pai as S 
5 * ſeeming to py more than can be intended. 1 
rld, | 
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But the honourable gentleman is not, in my 
© opinion, ſo happy in his amendment, as in his 
© objection; for the words, properly qualified, 
© convey to me nd diftinct idea. He that is 

qualified, is, J ſuppoſe, properly qualified, for I 
never heard of improper qualifications ; but if 
* the word, properly, be omitted, I have no ob- 

© jection to the amendment. 


Upon this debate, the latter pare: of the mo- 
tion was by conſent amended thus : --- To em- 
* ploy in the army ſuch perſons as now remain 
© upon half-pay, who are qualified to ſerve his 


* Majeſty.” And the motion thus amended was 
agreed to nem. con. 


Motions and Jan. 26. Edmund Waller, Eſq; ſtood up, and 
_— moved to refolve, That an humble addreſs 
relating to a be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be 
of our 24 © graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, that there 
mira. may be laid before this houſe, copies of the let- 
ters written by his Majeſty's Secretary of ſtate 
to Rear-Admiral Haddock the 14th of February 
1739, the 4th of April 1740, and of the letters 
receiv'd from Sir Chaloner Ogle, mention'd 
therein; together with copies of all letters 
written by Rear-Admiral Haddock, to either of 
his Majeſty's Secretaries of ſtate, concerning 
the ſaid letters, and the execution of the or- 
ders contained therein?* Upon this motion, he 
ſpoke to the following effect : 


K ‚ aA mn K A «„ 86 


_ Mr. Speaker, 
Mr. alley, Sir, No man who conſiders the preſent ſituation 
reh. of our foreign affairs, the expence and ineffica- 
cy of our military preparations, the appea- 
* rance of negligence in our naval expeditions, 
; and the general diſappointment of the hopes 
© which the nation had conceiv*d of victories ven- 
geance, 
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« geance, and reparations, can, in my opinion, 
doubt the expediency of the motion which 1 
have taken the liberty to make. | 

When the expectations of the nation are de- 
« ceiv'd, it certainly becomes thoſe who are de- 
« puted to watch over the proſperity of the pub- 
« lick, to inquire whence the diſappointment 
proceeds, and either to inform their conſti- 
« tuents, that their uneaſineſs ariſes from their 
own error, and that their hopes are deſtroyed, 
« becauſe they had no rational foundation; or to 
detect the weak management of thoſe by whom 
© the publick meaſures have been ill conducted, 
or the national treaſure has been miſapplied. 

With regard, Sir, to the preſent war, I know 
not how the nation can be charged with having 
formed unreaſonable expectations. If they con- 
ſider'd the ſpeech from the throne, the moſt 
© authentick declaration of the intentions of the 
* government, they found there the warmeſt 
« reſentment of the injuries which they had ſuſ- 
* tained, and the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of a vigo- 
* rous proſecution of all thoſe meaſures, which 
might prodyce ſpeedy recompence and invio- 
* lable ſecurity. 

* If they reflect, Sir, on the preparations for 
var, on the multitude of ſhips, the demand of 
* materials for naval equipments, and the high 
prices at which workmen were retained, they * 
could not but imagine, that either ſome mighty 
attempt was deſigned, or ſome formidable 
enemy dreaded ; and as they knew not whom 
they had to fear, they aſcribed the vigour of 
our proceedings to a reſolution of humbling 


on our enemies by one fatal blow, and re-eſtabliſh- 
Ca- * ing our naval dominion by a ſingle effort. 

ea” * And juſtly, Sir, might they indulge this 
ns, © pleaſing imagination, with reaſon might they 
2 * anticipate a triumph over an enemy, whoſe 
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ſtrength bears no proportion to the force that 
was fitted out againſt them, and expect that in 
a few months they ſhould ſee the ambaſſadors 
of Spain ſupplicating for peace. 
To raiſe their expectations yet higher, their 
trade was ſuſpended by an embargo, long con- 
tinued, and in the ſtricteſt manner enforced, 
and the impreſſes were let looſe upon the ſailors; 
they ſaw nothing omitted, however grievous to 
the nation, that could contilbute to make it 
formidable, and bore part of the miſeries of 
war without impatience, in hopes of being re- 
warded by military glory, and repaid by the 
plunder of Spain. 
But, Sir, when ſo long a time has elapſed, 
and no account is brought, of either a victory, 
or a battle ; when they hear nothing but that 
our fleets have viſited ſeveral neutral ports, and 
thoſe of the enemy ſailed unmoleſted from coaſt 
to coaſt, and when they are every day told of 
the loſſes of our merchants, are inſulted in our 
own channel by the Spaniſh privateers, and re- 
ceive no relations of our ſucceſs upon the 
ſhores of our enemies, can it be wonder'd that 
they ſuſpect the reality of our deſigns, or inquire 
whence it proceeds, that their money has been 
waſted, their trade interrupted, and the liberty 
of their fellow en invaded to no pur 
poſe? i 
But how much more juſtly, Sir, are they 
inflamed, when they hear of the lucky ſtrata- 
gems, or daring enterprizes of thoſe enemies, 
which a juſt ſenſe of their own ſuperiority had 
induced them to conſider as vanquiſh*d betore 
the battle, and of whom they had no apprehen- 
ſions but that their cowardice would always ſe- 
cure them from vengeance ? How juſtly may 
they murmur when they read, that our fleets 
leave OOTY part-of the enemies coaſt, where their 
« preſence 
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« preſence is neceſſary, and have afforded the 
« Spaniards an opportunity of changing one port 
for another, as it is moſt convenient, and at 
length of joining the French ſquadrons, and 
« ſailing to the defence of their American domi- 
© nions? e Sgt. 
May they not juſtly, Sir, require of their re- 
« preſentatives ſome reaſon for ſuch inexplicable 
conduct? May they not reaſonably demand an 
« account of the arguments which procured their 
« approbation of meaſures, which, ſo far as they 
* can be examined by thoſe who have no oppor- 
© tunity of peruſing the neceſſary papers, appear 
either cowardly or treacherous ? 
And what anſwer, Sir, can we return to ſuch 
* remonſtrances, unleſs this motion be agreed to? 
* How can we appeaſe the diſcontents of our 
* conſtituents, or diſcharge the truſt repoſed in 
* us, without a very minute and attentive in- 
© quiry into queſtions thus obſcure and thus im- 
portant? : 
Are we to tell our conſtituents, that we ab- 
* ſolutely rely upon the prudence and fidelity of 
* the miniſtry and admirals, and recommend to 
* them the ſame implicit dependence? Are we to 
confeſs, that we have now for two ſeſſions voted 
in the dark, and approved what we were not 
* ſuffered to examine and underſtand ? 
Such anſwers, Sir, to queſtions ſo reaſonable, 
will not contribute to increaſe the veneration of 


$ 

. * the people, either for ourſelves, or our conſti- 

: * tution; and yet this anſwer, and this only, they 

1 can receive from us, if the papers mentioned in 

e * the motion I have made, are denied.“ 

A Thomas Clutterbuck, Eſq; replied in the follow- 

: ing manner: 

1 Sir, This motion, tho' ſo warmly urged, and wr. Clurer- 
ir * foartfully ſupported, I can conſider only as a re- %#s ſpeech 
e 5 petition 
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© petition of a former motion which was ap. 
prov'd by this aſſembly, ſo far as it could 
properly be complied with; nor was any paper 
© then concealed, which it would not have been 
an injury to the nation to have divulged. 

If the deſign of this motion be to promote 
© the ſucceſs of the preſent war, and the zeal, with 
* which it has been preſſed, be incited only by 
the ardor of true patriotiſm, I doubt not but it 
will eaſily be withdrawn, by thoſe who are now 


© moſt inclined to ſupport it, when they ſhall 


reflect that it tends to the diſcovery of our 
© ſchemes, and to the overthrow of our deſigns, 
that it will expoſe all our conſultations to our 
enemies, and inſtruct them how to annoy us 
© with moſt ſucceſs, and how to ſhelter them- 
s ſelves from our intended attacks. 

It is the firſt care, Sir, of every adminiſtra- 
< tion, that their military deſigns ſhould only be 
© diſcover'd by the execution of them, and that 
© their enemies, by being obliged to guard all 


© parts, ſhould be weak in all: If by laying our 


© papers before this houſe, the Spaniards ſhould 
come to be inform'd againſt what part of their 
< dominions our expeditions are deſign'd, will 
they not increaſe their ſtrength, improve their 
* fortifications, and double their vigilance ? And 
© if we are thus oblig'd to form new ſchemes, 
* muſt we not impute the defeat of the former 
© to our own imprudent zeal, or unſeaſonable 
curioſity ?? | 
Then Samuel Sandys, Eſq; ſpoke to this effect. 
© Sir, That we ſhould demand the ſchemes laid 
for the future conduct of the war with Spain, 


© was never propoſed, nor, as it may reaſonably 
be concluded, ever imagined; for what is men- 


_ © tioned in the motion but the papers relating to 


the tranſactions of the two laſt years? 
| That 


A. 1747 DEBATE . 

| + That it ſhould be neceſſary to ones gentle- 
men of the difference between the future and 
the paſt, would hardly be ſuſpected by any man 


not accuſtomed to parliamentary controverſies 
« and-artifices of ſtate; and yet in the argument 


« which has been offered againſt the motion, no- 


« thing has been aſſerted but that the orders re- 
« lating to paſt tranſactions are not to be laid be- 
fore us, left the enemy ſhould thereby gain in- 
* telligence of what we now deſign againſt them. 
Ihe neceſſity of ſetrecy in war needs not to 
be urged, becauſe it will not be. denied; b 
« when deſigns have: been laid, and miſcarried, 
the reaſons of that miſcurriage may ſurely be i 

« quired: into, without danger of ee 
counſels of our country. 

« If the negligence of our counſels, N the 
miſconduct of our commanders has been ſuch, 
that no deſigns have been premeditated; if a 
wat has been carried on by chance, and nothing 
has ſucceeded becauſe nothing has been attempt 
ed; if our commanders: have not done ill, and 
have only done nothing; if they have avoided 
* loſs by avoiding danger; we may ſurely inquire 
* torwhom: ſuch proceedings are to be imputed, 


« whether the defeat of our deſigns is to be 


charged upon the ſtrength of our enemy, or the 

© cowardice of our officers; or whether the inacti- 

vity and apparent neutrality of our forces. is o- 

caſioned by the negligence of our Admirals, or 

the irreſolution of dur own miniſtry +1 * 
There have been, Sir, many incidents in tliefe 


« two laſt years, of which the exammatidn cam be 


« of very little advantage to the Sganiandi s L de 

not know what pernicious intelligence. they can 
*. glean, from an inquiry into the reaſons, ſob which 

* Haddock's fleet was divided, and Ogi ſent to the 

defence of Minorca, or for which he after wards 

returned. | | 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
© Nor can I conceive that any ad vantage, ex- 
cept that of merriment and diverſion, can be 
thrown into the hands of our enemies, though 
we ſhould ſeriouſly inquire into what no man 
has yet pretended to underſtand, the wonderful 
eſcape of the Spaniſh ſquadron. 
on which we had dwelt long enough with that 
* admiration. which 1gnorance produces, and on 
£ which it may not be 1 improper at length to ena- 
ble us to reaſon. 

I his is an affair perhaps much better 3 
* ſtood by our enemies than by ourſelves, and 


* 6 R © ® 


4 ſurely we cannot therefore be afraid of inform- 


ing them of it; at leaſt ſince the fleet has long 
« fince failed out and left their coaſt, we can hard- 
ly be reſtrained in our inquiries by the _ of 
« diſcovering our future deſigns. = 

. © If therefore it be the unconteſtable ri ght of 
* the Parliament to examine the conduct o pub- 


lick affairs, which I ſuppoſe will ſcarcely be de- 


© nied, this motion cannot be rejected as unſeaſon- 
8 able, nor can the papers be refuſed without in- 
8 eng thoſe ſuſpicions which already are too 
prevalent throughout the nation. 
Nor indeed, for our own ſakes, anne we to 
< delay this inquiry any longer, left by having 
long acted without being accountable, the mini- 
*' ter ſhould form a preſcription againſt our priv 
Si Fas. and in time tell us in plain terms that we 
are his ſlaves, and that we are not to preſume to 
0 carry our examinations, however _ on 
important they may continue to a urther 
than he ſhall be pleaſed to d that 


vhatever may be the opinion of the people that 


deputes us, or whatever ancient elaims we may 
plead to authority, we are now to confider 'our- 
ſelves only as the oppreſſors of the bativn, and 
re 10 

Horatio 


Ms 9-3 1 
: 1 


A tranſaction 


VVT 


* 
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A 1441. DEBATES 
Horatio Walpole, Eſq next roſe and ſpoke to 


this purpoſe. 


* 


M a aA K _ 8 _ £A© 


R «a a K a 6a a a 3a 


as follows. 


Sir, I know not what number of papers, the Mr. Pute- 
* wiſdom of the adminiſtration will allow us, but, . ve 


Sir, It cannot be denied to be reaſonable that Mr. Wat- 
all thoſe papers ſhould be laid before the Parlia- P“ eech. 
ment which can be communicated without inju- 


ry to the publick. Of this number we may 


juſtly imagine the orders ſent to the Admirals, 


in which the time of their departure is fixed, 


and many others which may be of uſe to inform 


the houſe, but cannot enable the enemy to judge 


either of our force, or our deſigns. 


But it is evident that there muſt be others in- 


cluded in this motion, which our regard for the 


ſucceſs of the war, and the proſperity of our 


country ought to determine us to conceal, and 
ſuch as are never expoſed by any adminiſtration; 
it is therefore proper to limit the addreſs to papers 
of a certain kind, or a certain date, which may 
be conſidered by the houſe without benefit to 
our enemies, and for the examination of which 


a day or two will be more than ſufficient.” 


Then William Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke in ſubſtance 


* if we judge by the time propoſed to be ſpent'in 


very penuriouſly dealt out, and if we ſubmit , 


examination, we ſhall not be diſtracted with a 


great diverſity of ſubjects; intelligence will be 


their choice of the writings, 'which ſhall' be lai 


before us, our inquiry will probably end without 


any diſcoveries made either by our enemies, or 
5 | 44 N 2. ; FEE ; 


- © ourſelves; ss: | 


But, I hope; Sir, we ſhall not be ſo cheaply 


* fatisfied;''nor expoſed: by the fear of one enemy, 
© to the inſolenee of another. I hope \ 
* folutely continue our demands of information, 


ope we ſhall re- 
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* * while a ſingle line is concealed, from which any 
ght can be =, + "NOR ee e 
There, may indeed be circumſtances in which 
ddour demands, however loud, will neceſſarily be 
+ _* yain. It is not impoſſible that we may ſuſpect 


thoſe tranſactions of deep art, and ſecret contri- 
vance, which have been the conſequences of 
mere indolence, and want of conſideration. Our 
great miniſters have been, | perhaps, only doing 
nothing, while we have imagined that they were 
working out of fight. . 8 
© © Miſled, Sir, by this notion we may call for 
the orders, that have been diſpatch'd in theſe 
two laſt years, when perhaps our Secretaries of 
. +, ſtate have been fattening on their ſalaries, with- 
out employment, and ſlept without care and 
- £ without curioſity, while we have been congratu- 
. ©. lating'ourſelves upon their vigilance for our pre- 
8fèLͤͤʒõẽ ̃ rr! TI EG 
* Or if orders had been given, it is to be con- 
ſidered, that the end of inſpecting orders is to 
* compare them with the conduct of the Admirals 
to whom they were directed; from this compa- 
riſon I doubt not, but many gentlemen expect 
© uncommon diſcoveries, but to check all unrea- 
„ ſonable hopes before they have taken poſſeſſion 
„off; their hearts, for unreaſonable hopes are the 
„parents of diſappointment, I think it proper to 
remind them, that to draw any concluſions from 
the orders, it is neceſſary to underſtand them. 
This confideration alone is ſufficient to re- 
preſs the ardour of inquiry, for every man, that 
has had opportunities of knowing the wonderful 
accompliſhments of our miniſtry, the depth of 
< their deſigns, the ſubtilty of their ſtratagems, 
| and the cleſeneſs of their reaſoning, will eaſily 
| _ £. conceive it probable that they inight ſend ſuch 
orders as none but themſelyes could underſtand; 
| and what then will be the conſequence of 1 
fil >. n 


* 


A. 1741. DE BAT E S. 
idle curioſity, but, that we be led into a laby- 
« rinth of endleſs conjectures? For we have long 
© ago found, that no explanations are to be ex- 
© pected, and that our miniſtry are too wiſe to 
« diſcover their ſecrets to their enemies. | 
Let us, therefore, examine the naked facts, 
© which have fallen within our obſervation, and . 
© endeavour to inform ourſelves of the meaning of 
© theſe ſecret orders by the execution of them. 
Admiral Ogle was diſpatched from Haddocł's 
© fleet to protect Minorca, and in his abſence the 
« Spaniſh {quadron failed away. Perhaps he was 
© ordered to watch Ferro and Minorca at the ſame 
© time, and not underſtanding how that was to be 
done, neglected one part of his charge by an at- 
© tention to the other; as a watchman who ſhould. 
© be employed to guard at once the bank in Lon- 
don and the treaſury in Weſtminſter. 


— 
s 


Admiral Norrss, Sir, ſailed lately forth 1 ſup- 


* poſe in purſuance of orders, with a very formi- 
© dable fleet, and after having loſt fight for ſome 
days of the Britiſb coaft, failed back again with 
great precipitation, Whether his. orders were 
© only to fail forth, or whether when he examined 
© them farther he could not underſtand them, 1 
pretend not to determineg but it may reaſonably 
be imagined that his orders were of the ſame 
kind with thoſe of our other Admirals, becauſe 
* they produced the fame conſequences.” | 
I have been told, that formerly our comman- 
ders were ordered to burn, fink, and deſtroy; 
and that in thoſe times it was not uncommon 
for a Britiſh Admiral to do much miſchief; with 
* a ſtrong fleet; but it is evident that the ſtile is 
ſince changed, for our Admirals are now very 
inoffenſi ve, and go out only to come back. I 
therefore think the motion highly neceſſary, and 
ſuch as ought to be complied with.“ 
Admiral Norris here roſe up and ſpoke thus. 
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Admiral 
Nerrit's 
ſpeech. 


Mr. Palte- 
rey s reply» 


© ty into queſtion. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 


© Sir, I am not conſcious, that my conduct, in 
any part of my life has expoſed me to be juſtly 
treated with contempt and ridicule, and what 1 
have not deſerved I will not bear. 

If any gentleman in this houſe can accuſe me 
* of having neglected my duty, or deſerted it, 
+ let him not ſpare inſults or invectives, let him 
now expoſe my cowardice or my careleſſneſs, 
+ let him prove me unworthy of truſt, or of 
s command. 

© But my own conſcience acquits me, and 1 
* defy any man to produce and fo rt his accu- 
* ſation, 3 nor can you, Sir (addrefling himſelf to 
Mr. Pulteney) who have thus contemptuouſly 


treated me, alledge any thing againſt me that 


may juſtify your negle& of decency ; that you 
* have tranſgreſſed the rules of decency, is the 
<* ſofteſt cenſure that your behaviour admits; 
* and I think it may with equal propriety be 
s aſſerted, that you have broken the laws of 
b juſtice.” | 


Then William Pultency, Eſq; replied in this | 


manner. 


Sir, I ſhall ſubmit to you, and all who hear 
me, whether I have*treated the honourable gen- 
* tleman's name with any contemptuaus freedom 
of ſpeech. The uſual method of mentioning 
* an expedition, 1s that of naming the comman- 
* der, who is not thereby neceſſarily included in 
<, the. cenſure of an unſucceſsful attempt, and [ 
am veay far from calling his courage and capaci- 


- 


* 


Not that I ſhall ever think it neceſſary to 
make an apology for expreſſing my ſentiments 
with freedom as a member of this houſe, in 
* which I ſhall always fpeak what I think, and in 
* what manner it ſhall appear to me moſt proper! 


nor 


FFT 


A. 17414. DEBATES. 


nor ſhall I fear to repeat without doors what T 
« ſay here. 


Sir Robert Walpole next roſe u Ps and ſpoke t to 
this purpoſe. 


« Sir, As I am not acquainted with any mea- 
« ſures purſued by the adminiſtration, which it 1s 
their particular intereſt to conceal, I am defi- 
* rous, that all papers ſhould be laid before the 
* houſe, which will not afford our enemies my 
opportunity of obviating our deſigns. = 

What neceſlity there is for this addreſs, I 
cannot indeed di cover, becauſe I know not any 
foundation for ſuſpicion of either negligence or 
* treachery, which have been both infinuated in 
this debate. 

Nor are the miniſtry, however ludierouſiy 
* their abilities have been treated, afraid of diſco- 
vering their ignorance, by laying before the 
© houſe the orders which they have given to our 
Admirals; orders of which they are far from 
* doubting, that they will appear, upon a candid 
examination, rational and proper. 


v 


The chief objection to this motion ariſes from. 


its unſeaſonableneſs, and the neceſſity which it 

vill produce of aſſigning to a fruitleſs inquiry 

* thoſe hours that may be more tc em- 
* ployed.” 


Then William Pitt, Eſq; replied in terms to. 
the effect following. 


Sir, It is my opinion, that our time cannot Mr. 


* be more uſefully employed during a war, than 
*1n examining how it has been conducted, and 
; ' ſettling the degree of confidence that may be 


repoſed in thoſe to whoſe care are intruſted our 


reputations, our fortunes, and our lives. 

© There is not any inquiry, Sir, of more im- 

Portance than this; it is not a queſtion about an 
1 4 uncer- 
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© uncertain privilege, or a law, which if found 0 
* inconvenient may hereafter be repealed ; we are de 
© now to examine, whether it is probable, that t 
© we ſhall preſerve our commerce and our inde- e 
| < pendence, or whether we are ſinking into ſub- «ti 
3 | « jection-to a foreign power. 0 
1 But this inquiry, Sir, will produce no great in 
information, if thoſe whoſe: conduct is exami- 0 
ned, are allowed to ſelect the evidence. For p 

© what account will they exhibit, but ſuch as have | 
© often already been laid before us, and ſuch as 1 
© they now offer without. concern. Accounts ob- twC 
< ſcure and fallacious, | imperfe& and confuſed ; San 
* from which nothing can be learned, and which 6 
can never intitle the miniſter to praiſe, though 4 
<© they may ſcreen him from puniſhment. « th 
Then Henry Pelham, Eſq; ſpoke as follows. M 
_ os Six, I am confident no man engaged in the c 0 
| ſpeech, adminiſtration, deſires to be ſcreened from the © of 
| < moſt rigourous inquiry, or would defer to ex- © re 
© hibit the papers a moment for any other reaſon « & 
than his regard for the publick. _ T. 
I am confident, that nothing could ſo much M 
contribute to advance the particular and diſtinct * tic 
< intereſt of the miniſtry, as the publication of all Ga, 
the writings that relate to the preſent war, by © ue 
< which it would inconteſtably appear, that no- © Gr 
thing has been omitted that could promote our © th; 
< ſucceſs, that offr commanders have been ſent his 
< out with orders to act with the utmoſt vigour, © cul 
and that our preparations” have been not dif- * for 
proportioned to the importance of our deſigns. * of 

It will appear, that no former miniſtry have | 
: 3 greater proofs of their zeal for the pub- Fe 
© lick intereft, or have more ſteadily purſued the © lea 
* moſt proper meaſures by which it might be * anc 
s advanced, ' PPT S ROT | * 177 


e am not indeed certain that thoſe 2 
8 * | k * 6 call 


, 
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* call fo loudly for information would be preyail- 

« ed on, by any degree of evidence, to ſuſpend 

their cenſures. Them, who are now diſſatisfi- 

« ed, I ſhall deſpair of influencing by reaſon or 

« teſtimony ; for they ſeem to inquire only to 

« condemn ; nor is this motion perhaps made ſa 

much for the ſake of obtaining information, as 

of harraſſing the miniſtry with delays, and ſuſ- 
pending affairs of greater importance. 


This motion being agreed to, the followin 
two reſolutions were, upon the motion of Samuel 
Sandys, Eſq; likewiſe agreed to, viz. © That an 
humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that 
© he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, 
that there may be laid before this houſe, a copy 
* of the reaſons ſent by Admiral Cavendiſh, in 
© purſuance of an order from the Commiſſioners 
© for executing the office of Lord High Admiral 
of Great Britain, October 12, 1740, that had 
* retarded the failing of Sir Chaloner Ogle's ſqua- 
© dron ſo much beyond expectation.“ And, 
That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
© Majeſty, that he will be pleaſed to give direc- 
tions, that there may be laid before this houſe, 
© a copy of the reaſons tranſmitted by Sir Chalo- 
ner Ogle, in purſuance of an order from his 
Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle, October 23, 1740, 
* that did prevent him from failing, purſuant to 
© his repeated orders for that purpoſe, and parti- 
* cularly to thoſe ſent him by the Commiſſioners 
* for executing the office of Lord High Admiral 
* of Great Britain, on the 4th of October, 1740. 


January 27, The Lord Syrconnel moved, for Motion for 
© leave to bring in a bill, for the better paving better pa- 
and cleanfing the ſtreets within the city of Meſt- ris the 
{ minfter, and the liberties thereof, and for pre- ginge. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
venting nuſances therein; upon which occaſion 


his Lordſhip ſpoke as follows. 


D [4 


o 
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in the ftreets alarmed with obſtructions, or 


< Mr. Speaker, 
Sir, Tho' the grievance which I am about to 
lay before the houſe, is not of the moſt formi- 
dable or dangerous kind, yet as it is ſuch as 
grows every = greater, and ſuch as every day 
endangers the lives of thouſands, I hope it will 
not be thought uſeleſs or improper, to propoſe 
it to the conſideration of this aſſembly, to offer 
my thoughts on the methods by which it may 
be moſt eafily removed, and to endeavour to 
incite others to the ſame conſiderations. It is 


impoſſible, Sir, to come to this aſſembly, or to 


return from it, without obſervations on the pre- 
ſent condition of the ſtreets of Weſtminſter , 
obſervations forced upon every man, however 
inattentive, or however ingroſſed by reflexions 
of a different kind. The warmeſt zeal for pub- 


lick happineſs, the moſt anxious vigilance a- 


gainſt general dangers, muſt, I believe, ſome- 
times give way to objects immediate, though of 
leſs importance; nor will the moſt publick ſpi- 
rited members deny, that they have often been 
ſhocked with nuſances. 

»The filth, Sir, of ſome parts of the town, 
and the inequality and ruggedneſs of others, 
cannot but in the eyes of foreigners diſgrace our 
nation, and incline them to imagine us a people, 
not only without delicacy, but without govern- 
ment, a herd of Barbarians, or a colony of 
Hottentots. The moſt diſguſting part of the 
character given by travellers, of the moſt ſa- 
vage nations, is their negle& of cleanlineſs, of 


which, perhaps, no part of the world affords 


more proofs, than the ftreets of London ; a city 
famous far wealth, and cammerce, and plenty, 
an 


A. 1741, DEBATES, 91 
and for every other kind of civility and polite- 
« neſs; but which abounds with ſuch heaps of 
« filth, as a ſavage would look on with amaze- 
+ ment. If that be allowed, which is generally 
believed, that putrefaction and ſtench are the 
« cauſes of peſtilential diſtempers ; the removal of 
this grievance may be preſſed from motives of 
far greater weight than thoſe of delicacy and 
+ pleaſure, and I might ſolicite the timely care of 
this aſſembly, for the preſervation of innumera- 
ble multitudes; and intreat thoſe, who are 
+ watching againſt ſlight misfortunes, to unite 
their endeavours with mine, to avert the greateſt 
and moſt dreadful calamities. IRE 
Not to dwell, Sir, upon dangers, which may 

+ perhaps be thought only imaginary, I hope that 
it will be at leaſt conſidered, how much the 
* preſent neglect of the pavement is detrimental 
to every carriage, whether of trade, or pleaſure, 
© or convenience; and that thoſe who have al- 
* lowed ſo much of their attention to petitions, 
relating to the roads of the kingdom, the re- 
pair of ſome of which is almoſt every ſeſſion 
thought of importance ſufficient to produce 
* debates in this houſe, will not think the ſtreets 

| © of the capital alone unworthy of their regard. 
That the preſent neglect of cleanſing and pav- 
ing the ſtreets, is ſuch as ought not to be born, 
that the paſſenger is every where either ſurpriſed 
and endangered by unexpected chaſms, or of- 
* fended and obſtructed by mountains of filth, 1s 
well known to every one, that has paſſed a ſin- 
* gle day in this great city; and that this grie- 
* vance is without remedy, is a ſufficient proof, 
that no magiſtrate has at preſent power to re- 
move it; for every man's private regard to his 
* own eaſe and ſafety, would incite him to exert 
his authority on this occaſion. I humbly pro- 
* poſe therefore, that a bill may be brought into 
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© the houſe, to enable his Majeſty's juſtices of 
< peace for the liberties of Weſtminſter, to inſpect 
< the publick ways of this city, and puniſh the 
© neglect of cleanſing and paving them ; or that 

a new officer be appointed, and veſted with full 


authority for the ſame purpoſe.? 


Samuel Sandys, Eſq; ſpoke next to this effect: 


Sir, I believe the grievance, ſo much com- 
plained of, by the right honourable member, 
is not difficult to be removed without a new act 
of the legiſlature, being, perhaps, more pro- 
perly to be imputed to the negligence of the 
Juſtices, than a defect of their authority; for 
they have already ſufficient power to regulate 
this diforder: And I may be allowed to hope, 
Sir, that they do not want leiſure to obſerve it, 
for their number 1s ſo great, that if we ſuppoſe 
them to be wholly engaged by the common 
buſineſs of their office, a foreigner would have 
occaſion of reproaching us with defects more 
important than want of delicacy, and might 
juſtly cenfure us as a people corrupt, beyond the 
common rate of human wickedneſs, a nation 
divided only into two claſſes, magiſtrates and 
criminals. But they, in reality, abound fo 
much among us, that moſt of them are only 
nominal magiſtrates, veſted with authority, 
which they never exert, or exert to bad pur- 
poſes, and which it were well if they were 


country, by ſuperintending the paviours and 
the ſcavengers. e 

For this reaſon it is unneceſſary to erect a 
© new officer, as an inſpector of our ſtreets, ſince 
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every office, that is not neceſſary, is pernicious : 
Mere the conſequences of this grievance, ſuch 
- © as they have been repreſented, IT ſhould, per- 


< haps, willingly ere& a new office; though I 


« ſhould 
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obliged to employ in the real ſervice of their 
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fhould not be ſurpriſed to hear the wiſeſt 1 man 
« declare, rather for a peſtilence than an increaſe 
« of officers. As I neither think the grievance 
inſupportable, nor the methods propoſed for 
removing it neceſſary or proper, 1 declare * 
« ſelf againſt the motion.” 


Then the Lord Gage ſpoke | in the following 
manner: 
« Sir, As the grievance cannot be denied to be Lord Gage's 
real, and the motion therefore may reaſonably 
be imagined to have been made without any 
other intention than of benefiting the publick 
by an uſeful law, I cannot diſcover any ſuffici- 
© ent reaſon for a rejection ſo peremptory and 
* contemptuous. That every man is diſguſted, 
and almoſt every man daily endangered in our 
© ſtreets, has not been denied, nor will an 
< man; I ſuppoſe, queſtion what, if he has not 
yet experienced it, he may perhaps be fully 
* convinced of, in his next viſit or excurſion. 
* Thoſe evils, which every man feels, though 
« light, are worthy of the attention of the legiſla- 
ture; and that danger that threatens multitudes, 
< though diſtant, ought to be averted: for a 
* ſmall diſerder, like a ſmall expence, when it 
extends to multitudes, becomes a national affair. 
* But though this motion may, perhaps, be lia- 
ble to: ſome objections, there is certainly no 
ſuch abſurdity to be found in it, as may juſtif - - 
© us in rejecting it without examination; to re= 
ject a motion, when it is firſt offered, is a proof 
* of prejudice, next to that of rejecting it un- 
* heard; it is to determine a queſtion, end it 
* ls diſcuſſed, or can be fully underſtood.” 


| | Samuel Sandys, Eſq; replied i in ſubſtance as * 
. 


7 * Sir 5 1 cannot. but differ v widely i in opi- Mr. Sandy:'s 


ien from the right W e member. that 5 
ſpoke 
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94 | PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741 A. 
© ſpoke laſt, with regard to the propriety of op- © re 


< poſing a motion when it is firſt made; a prac- 01 
< tice which I can by no means think inconſiſtent ' fo 
* with either decency or prudence ; and which m 
would, perhaps, be of uſe to the publick, if it 1 
< was more frequent. hen any motion is made, ther 
< it is ſubjected to the conſideration of this aſ- an:? 
ſembly, and every member is at full liberty to Was 
examine and diſcuſs it. If it appears to de- Con 


< ſerve farther attention, it may be admitted; 
but if the ſubject be either improper or unſea- 
* ſonable, or the meaſures propoſed injudicious or 
dangerous, it is then to be rejected; and if it 
< is at laſt to be rejected, it is apparent, that no 
time ought to be thrown away upon it. The 
hours, and days, and weeks, that have been 
< unprofitably ſpent upon bills, which, after all 
our endeavours, could not be paſſed ;. the de- 
< lays of real benefits to the publick, which have 
been produced by long purſuits of ſhadowy 
© advantages, have inclined. me to a more expe- 
© ditious method of proceeding, and determined 
me ſpeedily to reject what I cannot hope to 
© amend.” +. 4 Fn: 


The queſtion being put, it paſſed in the nega- 
tive, 142 againſt 109. . 


Proteſt upon January 28, There happened two debates in the 
« motion *” houſe of Lords, which occaſioned the two fol- 


| Wedneſday, January 28, 1740-41. It was moved 
i to reſolve, That an humble addreſs be preſented 
to his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed 
to give directions to the proper officers, to lay be- 

© fore this houſe ſuch repreſentations as have been 

IF made by Vice-Admiral Vernon, in any of his letters 
to his Majeſty's principal Secretaries of ſtate; 
1 or to the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, in | 
5 | | ” relation True 


; — 
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relation to the want of more ſhips, or more men, 
© or any intimations of ſervice he could have per- 
formed, if he had been ſupply'd with a few 
more ſhips, and ſome land nod 


The ſame was objected to; and after debate 
thereupon, the queſtion was put, Whether ſuch 
an addreſs ſhall be preſented to his Majeſty ? It 
was reſolved in the negative; Content 44, Not 
Content 71. as cc 


Diſſentient” 1% 

Becauſe we conceive, that the houſe entered 
into this inquiry with a view to form a proper 
judgment on the conduct of the war; and ſome 
extracts of letters have been laid before us; but 
ſuch, as we apprehend, do not even anſwer the 
demand of the houſe, much leſs the end of the 
inquiry: Let it appears plainly, from thoſe few 
extracts, that Admiral Vernon has made frequent 
and grievous complaints of the inſufficiency of his 
ſtores, and has repreſented them as fit only for a 


Ipithead expedition: We have therefore the 


ſtrongeſt grounds to be perſuaded, that, in ſome 
of his letters, he has made demand of more ſhips, 
and more men, tho' nothing relating to thoſe ar- 
ticles has been laid before us hitherto. Had he 
been ſent out with a greater force at firſt, or had 
treſh ſuccours of ſhips and men with proper ſtores, 
been ſent after him in due time, we are firmly of 
opinion, that he would have gain'd ſuch further 
advantages, as might long before: now have 
proved deciſive, By the dilatory proceeding of 
the adminiſtration, as it appears to us, the ſcene 


is much changed; the Spaniſh fleet has been ſuffer d 


to fail out of their ports, to carry ſupplies of all 
kinds to their gariſons; opportunity has been 
given them to repair their fortifications in Aue- 
rica; and which is ſtill of more confequence, as 
we fear, to procure the aſſiſtance of another 
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power, who was not ready, if willing, at that 


time, to give us any diſturbance in thoſe parts, 


Greenwich Carliſle Aylesford 
Berkſhire Middleton Buccleugh 
Exeter » Montjoy Cobham 
Bathurſt . Bruce Beaufort 
Shaftſbury Suffolk Hereford 
Manſel Weſtmoreland Denbigh 
Bridgwater , Gower Abingdon 
Foley Haverſham Litchfield 
- Thanet Ker | | 


Proteſt vpon, Then it was propoſed to order, That à ſecret 


a motion for 
a ſecret com · 


mittee. 


Not Content 68. 


committee be appointed to inquire into the con- 


duct of the war, conſiſting of all the Lords of 


this houſe, who are of his Majeſty's moſt honou- 
rable privy council. 

Which being objected to, after further debate, 
the queſtion was put upon the ſecond propoſition; 
and it was reſolved in the negative, Content 43, 


* — 


1 
1. Becauſe the neceſſity of ſecrecy, and the 
danger of communicating matters of importance, 
to ſo numerous an aſſembly as this houſe, having 
been conſtantly urged as the only arguments for 
refuſing the lights abſolutely neceſſary for carrying 
on, with any hopes of ſucceſs, our inquiry into the 
unaccountable conduct of the war, we thought the 
propoſing of this committee would fully have ob- 
-viated thoſe objections, by confining the knowledge 
:of thoſe ſecrets, (if any ſuch there be amongſt 
thoſe who by the conſtitution are ſuppos'd and 
appointed to be informed of them) and the ne- 
gative put upon this motion, gives us but too 
juſt reaſon to ſuſpect, that the moſt material 
tranſactions, with relation to this war, have ever 
been concealed from thoſe, who, by their * 
3 | 3 EE: ſtton 


* 
* 
& 


A. 1741. DEBATES. 
tions, ought, in rhe very inſtance, to have been 
conſulted. 8 
2. Becauſe the ſo often urged argument of ſe- 
crecy proves too much, and may as often, with- 
out as with reaſon, be uſed in bar of all inquiries, 
that any adminiſtration, conſcious either of their 
ilt or their ignorance, may deſire to defeat. 
t may not only prove the ſecurity, but the cauſe 
of a ſole. miniſter, ſecrecy being undoubtedly 
beſt obſerved by one; and ſuch a ſole miniſter 
may, by the ſame reaſoning, as well refuſe the 
communication of meaſures to the reſt of his 
Majeſty's council, and thereby ingroſs a power 
inconſiſtent with, and fatal to, this conſtitution 
and we cannot help obſerving, that ſuch a timo- 
rous and a ſcrupulous ſecrecy, is much oftener 
the refuge of guilt, than the reſort of innocence. 
Signed by the ſame Lords as before. 


February 3, A debate happened in the ſame Proteft upon 
houſe, which occafioned the following proteſt: inf agb. 
Turſday, February 3, 1740-41. The order of my. 
the day being read, for taking into confideration 
the ſeveral eſtimates of the charge of the guards, 
gariſons, and other land forces, the charge of his 
Majeſty's forces in the plantations, Minorca, and 
Gibraltar, and the charge of ſeven regiments of 
foot, and four regiments of marines, to be raiſed 
for the year 1741, laid before this houſe, the 19th 
ww 8 333 


It was moved to reſolve, That an humble 
* addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, humbly 
* repreſenting to his Majeſty, that this houſe can- 

* not conceive the intended augmentation of land 
forces, to be neceſſary, either from the preſent 
* ſituation of affairs in Europe, or from any lights 
i 2 . received; ſuch as have 4 
thought neceſſary by our anceſtors, to juſtify 
vor XXI. 1 . the 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
© the laying any extraordinary burdens on the 
< ſubjet: And moſt humbly to beſeech his Ma- 
« jeſty, that if he ſhould however think ſo great 
an augmentation abſolutely neceſſary, he will, at 
< leaſt, be graciouſly pleaſed, as well for the pre- 
© ſent, as for the future eaſe of his ſubjects, to 
order it to be made in the moſt frugal manner, 
by ſuch an addition of private men to the pre- 
© ſent regiments, as his Majeſty, from his own 
« wiſdom and knowledge of the practice of moſt 
< 6ther countries, may judge to be moſt proper 
for military ſervice, and leaſt dangerous to this 
© conſtitution.” e 


Which being objected to, after long debate 


thereupon, the queſtion was put, Whether ſuch 
an addreſs ſhall be preſented to his Majeſty ? And 


it was reſolved in the negative, Content 49, Not 
Content 67. e 


Diſſentient? . 

1. Becauſe we conceive, that nothing leſs than 
an evident and abſolute neceſſity ſhould prevail 
with us, to conſent to any augmentation of our 
land forces, which in our opinions are, at preſent, 
fully ſufficient for any good purpoſes, either a- 
broad, or at home; being very near equal to the 
higheſt eſtabliſhment, during the whole courſe of 
the laſt general war ; the national troops now ſub- 
fiſting (exclufive of thoſe in Ireland) amount to 
51,515 effective men: Whereas our greateſt num- 
ber of national troops, in the laſt war, was but 
67,000 men, including the non- effectives; which, 
reduced to the foot of our preſent eftabliſhment, 
makes but 457,000 effective men; and the preſent 
intended augmentation of 10,325 men, is ſuch an 
exceeding as can only be authoriz'd by the like 
publick dangers; which dangers not appearing to 
us, either from the debate, or from any informa- 
tion we have obtained, we are unwilling to truſt 

£ more 


KM.. DEBATES: 
more force in the hand of an adminiſtration; 
which (as far as we are able to recollect) have not 
hitherto employ'd any they have been ſo truſted 
with to the honour and ad vantage of the nation. 


Extraordinary truſt and confidence ought, as we 


apprehend, only to be placed in ſuch, who, by 
the experience of their paſt conduct, have juſtly 
eftabliſh'd their credit, and intitled themſelves to 
be ſo truſted. But when we look back upon 
the ſeveral augmentations within theſe laſt twenty 


years, demanded and granted upon cauſes more 


ſtrongly aſſerted, than clearly proved, but viſibly 
without any good end ever attained : And parti- 
cularly when we reflect, that by a moſt unac- 
countable fluctuation and contrariety of meaſures, 
a very great augmentation was made in the year 


1727, to act in conjunction with France, againſt 


the houſe of Auſtria, for whoſe defence the pre- 
ſent augmentation 1s ſaid to be principally intend- 
ed: We thought it our duty to endeavour to pre- 
vent any unneceſſary increaſe of our land forces, 
not being influenced either by the pretended ap- 
prehenſions, or real fears of an adminiſtration, the 
boldeſt in domeſtick, but, as we apprehend, the 
moſt puſillanimous in foreign tranſactions. 

2. Becauſe we conceive, that dangers alledged 
from diſaffection at home, are, in a great mea- 
ſure, groundleſs ; no ſymptoms of ſuch diſaffec- 
tion having appear'd for many years, and the 
principles upon which it was formerly ground- 
ed, being almoſt univerſally worn out and explo- 
ded. And we think it highly neceſſary to diſtin- 
guiſn between diſaffection ariſing only from the 
conduct of the adminiſtration, and diſaffection to 
his Majeſty and his Royal Family, though ſome 
may defire to blend them. For had the preſent 
general diſſatisfaction at the inglorious, tho? bur- 
denſome meaſures, of the adminiſtration, been, 
in truth, diſaffection to his Majeſty, as hath been 
often falſely ſuggeſted by thoſe who deſire to con- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 


found his cauſe with their own, twice the number 
of troops now propoſed would not be ſufficient to 
ſecure the peace of the kingdom; but, on the 


contrary, we are perſuaded, that the duty and 
loyalty of the nation to his Majeſty and his Royal 
Family, and their hopes from his virtues, have 
check d and kept the diſſatisfaction againſt the ad- 


miniſtration within the due bounds of concern 


and lamentation. 

3. Becauſe, conſidering the advantage of our 
fituation, as an iſland, and our ſuperiority at ſea, 
it is impoſſible for us to think ourſelves in any 
danger of an invaſion from Spain, even if thoſe 
fleets were now in their ports, which we ſuffered 
them to ſend to America: Nor can we conceive, 
that about 28,000 effective men, now actually in 
this kingdom, with all the advantages of horſe 
and artillery, is not force ſufficient to ſecure us 
from any body of foot, that any other power 
could poſſibly land on our coaſts by ſurprize. 
And, as for any great embarkation, it can neither 


be made on a ſudden, nor in ſecret z we muſt 


have timely notice to provide ſuperior fleets, 
(which, in ſuch a caſe, we preſume, would be al- 
low'd to act) to ſtrengthen our, own corps, and 
render ſuch an attempt wholly.impracticable : In 
which opinion we are the more confirmed, becauſe 
that in the moſt glorious year of the laſt war, 
when the Duke of Mariborough and his army 
were in the middle of Germany, out of the reach 
of giving us any aſſiſtance at home, it was not 
thought neceſſary by the wiſe adminiſtration of 
that time, to keep above nine thouſand men in 
this iſland, for our defence againſt France, then 
irritated by our ſucceſſes; and ſurely, three times 


that number muſt be now abundantly ſufficient, 
unleſs more are wanted for purpoſes not thought 


of by former adminiſtrations, nor yet openly 
avow'd by this. | | 
225 | 4. Becauſe, 


A. 1741. DEBATES. 

4. Becauſe, whatever demands may be made 
upon us by our allies on the continent, we con- 
ceive may be anſwered by the foreign troops now 
in our pay; and ſhould any further aſſiſtance to 
them be neceſſary, it will not only be cheaper and 
ſafer to us, but more advantageous and agreeable 
to thoſe powers themſelves, that we ſhould fur- 
niſh our quota's in money, with which they may 
raiſe a greater number of men than we are obliged 
to ſupply. {HET 

5. Becauſe it has been undeniably proved, that 
this method of augmentation by new corps is, by 
one third more expenſive than that of adding pri- 
vate men to companies; the expence of raifing 
thoſe 5705 men amounting to 116, 322 J. 145. 2d, 
whereas 5780 raiſed by additional men to compa- 
nies, with a ſecond lieutenant to each company, 
would have amounted but to 86,992/. 15s. which 


would be not only a preſent ſaving of 29,3290. 


but a future ſaving of 10,1341. per Annum upon 
the half-pay of the officers of thoſe ſeven regi- 
ments, the few officers taken out of the half-pay 
only excepted. And we think, that at a time 
when the publick expence is ſo very conſiderable, 
the ſtricteſt ceconomy is requiſite, the better to 
enable a burden*d and indebted nation to continue 
thoſe expences, that may be more neceſſary to be 
borne, than eaſy to be ſupplied. And, as to the 
advantage of the ſervice, the facts plainly proved 
in the debate, together with the practice of moſt 
other nations in Europe, and, in particular, of his 
Majeſty's Electoral dominions, convince us, that 
if this augmentation was made by additional men 
to companies, with a proper increaſe of ſerjeants 
and corporals, the military ſervice, at leaſt, for 
which alone it ought to be intended, would be 
better carried on than by the methods now to be 
purſued, 88 
6. Becauſe arguments drawn from the uſage of 
| 8 H 3 France, 
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France, we conceive, do not hold with relation 
to us, it being well known, that the expence of 
150,000 French troops do not amount to more 
than 50,000 Engliſb; that their government, tho? 
once limited, is now abſolute and military; that 
the poverty of their numerous nobility forces moſt 
of them into the army, where the court is glad 
to engage and keep them in dependence; and that 
no danger can ariſe to that conſtitution from the 
civil influence, which may attend ſuch an eſtab- 
liſhment, their Parliament being only nominated 
by the crown, and long ſince reduc'd by miniſte- 
rial arts, from their original power and dignity, 
ta be no more than courts of juſtice and revenue. 
7. Becauſe we apprehend, that this method of 
augmentation by new corps, may be attended 
with conſequences fatal in time to our conſtitu- 
tion, by increaſing the number of commiſſions, 
which may be diſpoſed of with regard to parlia- 
mentary influence only. And when we look 
back upon the conduct of the adminiſtration, in 
relation to military affairs, we have but too much 
reaſon to ſuſpect, that parliamentary conſiderations 
have of late been the principal cauſes of favour 
and diſgrace. We have, lately too, ſeen new- 
raiſed, raw and undiſciplined regiments ſent abroad 
upon the moſt important ſervices 3 and others, 
ſeemingly much fitter for ſuch ſervices, peaceably 
incamped at home, for no other reaſon, as is ge- 


nerally ſuppoſed, than the different ſituations of 


the reſpective officers of the ſeveral corps: But 
this, at leaſt, is certain, that in all the new-raiſed 
regiments ſent to America, there is but one ſingle 
member of Parliament, which could hardly have 
been the caſe af any equal number of regiments 
in the whole ſervice. And what further induces 
us to entertain thoſe ſuſpicions is, that this method 
of augmentation, by one third the moſt expen- 
five, and by no means proved to be the moſt 
OAT 7 EL. conducivg 
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A. 1741. DEBATES. 103 
conducive to the ſervice, ſhould be preferred at 
this time, when an ceconomy proportioned to the 
reatneſs of our expences, ſeems particularly re- 
iſite; ſince the war, by our inaction hitherto, 
and the advantages thereby given to the enemy, 
may now probably be of long duration, if not of 
doubtful ſucceſs. Our diſtruſt of the motives of 
this augmentation, which creates at once three 
hundred and ſeventy officers, which by the re- 
movals in the army may occaſion three times that 
number of new commiſſions, ought to be the 
greater, and our care to prevent the ill effects of 
it the more vigilant, ſo near the election of a 
new Parliament; a criſis, when any increaſe of 
influence gained to a miniſter, may give a deciſive 
and incurable wound to this conſtitution. And 
we cannot forget that an augmentation of 8040 
men was likewiſe made the very year of the elec- 
tions of the preſent Parliament, by bringing over 
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eight regiments from Ireland, and by additional 4 
men to corps in Britain, which time has fince 1 
ſhewn were never intended for foreign ſervice, Vl 
tho? they were ſaid to be deſigned for the preſer- 1138 j | 
vation of the dominions of the houſe of Auſtria, 11 il = 
which we then lay under the ſame engagements 141 83108 
both of intereſt and treaties to defend. The 1 i Ii 
number of officers in Parliament has gradually in- | 11 1 
creaſed, and is now more conſiderable than ever; bil. 
and tho* we think the gentlemen of the army as l 4 
little liable to undue influence as any other body 1 1 
of men, yet we think it would be very impru- Wi 
dent to truſt the very fundamentals of our conſti- i 1 ſ 
tution, the independency of Parliaments, to the 18 
uncertain effects of miniſterial favour or reſent- 1 
ment. And as it is well known, that the four | 
eldeſt officers of the army (the only officers who 1888 


— — 
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have ſerved in any high rank abroad) are now 
diſplaced, without any crime having ever been al- 
jedged againſt them, we have great cauſe to dread, 

4 that 
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104 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
that an army thus circumſtanced, and thus influ- 
enced, would, in each capacity, be fatal to our 
liberties, fince miniſterial art in Parliaments can 
alone deſtroy the eſſence of our conſtitution, and 

open violence alone, the forms of it. | 


Ward. Montjoy, Bedford, 
Buccleugh,  Aylesford, Gower, 
Denbigh, Cheſterfield, Carliſle, 
Weſtmoreland, Halifax, Foley, 
Exeter, Shaftſbury, Thanet, 
Bridgwater, Cobham, Ker, 
Greenwich, Bathurſt, Hereford, 
Briſtol, Litchfield,  Manſcl, 
Berkſhire, Beaufort, Maſham, 
Falmouth, Macclesfield, Talbot, 
Abingdon, Bruce, Haverſham. 
R. Lincoln, 


Motion and The ſame day Samuel Sandys, Eſq; ſtood up in 
13 the houſe of Commons, and moved to reſolve, 
br . * That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
fhuadrons. © Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to 
ga give directions, that this houſe may be inform- 
ed, when his Majeſty or the Lords Juſtices firſt 
received certain advices of the Ferro! ſquadron 
being failed from that port, and of the Breſt 
and Toulon ſquadrons being failed for the Veſt- 
Indies.“ In this motion he was ſeconded by 
Edmund Waller, Eſq; who upon that occaſion 


ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows, viz. 


© Mr. Speaker, | 

Mr.Wallr's Sir, The information now moved for appears 
brech. © to me ſo neceſſary in our deliberations on the 
© conduct of the war, that without it we can tl 

+ only conjecture in the dark, and entangle our- 0 

* ſelves in an inextricable labyrinth. It is well * © 

* known, that in war all motions are in a great * ſe 
. degree *d 
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degree to be regulated by thoſe of the enemy, 
and that therefore no vigilance is to be ſpared 
« by which any knowledge can be gained of their 
© deſigns, nor any method omitted of communi- 
« cating them to thoſe, who have the direction 
of the war. A miniſtry may, in conducting 
military operations, diſappoint the expeCta- 
tions of their country, either by neglecting to 
procure intelligence, or by failing to make uſe 
of thoſe opportunities, which ſeaſonable infor- 
mation puts into their power, and they may, 
when their deſigns fail of ſucceſs, juſtify them- 
ſelves, by proving that they were deceived by 
intelligence, which it was reaſonable to be- 
lieve ; or that better intelligence was not at- 
tainable ; or that they made uſe, however un- 
ſucceſsfully, of all the forces that could then 
be employed, and of all the advantages that 
were then in their poſſeſſion. But how ſhall 
we judge of our adminiſtration? How ſhall 
we know what confidence we ought to repoſe 
in their prudence and fidelity, and what miſ- 
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carriages are to be attributed to the chance of 


* war, or ſuperior force of our enemies, if we 
cannot be informed with what diligence they 
* endeavour at information, and how early they 
* have notice of the motions of the enemy? _ 
The failing, or rather eſcape of the Ferro! 

* ſquadron, and departure of the French fleet, 
* are the moſt important events of the preſent 
* war; events that threaten very dangerous con- 
* ſequences, no leſs than deſcents upon our colo- 
* nies in America, the conqueſt of our dominions, 
the ſlavery of our fellow-ſubje&ts, and perhaps 
* the deſtruction of the brave Vernon, who is ſe- 
cure in the imagined vigilance of the other 
* commanders, and may perhaps in a few days 
* ſee himſelf ſurrounded by formidable ſqua- 
* drops of different nations, and expoſed to the 
| © attack 
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attack of forces, to which his little fleet bears 
no proportion. Nothing appears more evident, 
than that we had opportunities of obſerving at 
leaſt all the preparations of the French, and of 
watching the moment of their departure; and 
that our force on the coaſt of Spain was ſuffi- 
cient to have confined their fleets for ever in 
their harbours, or to have deſtroyed them at 
their firſt entrance into the open ſeas, of which 
we may juſtly inquire, why it was not attempt- 
ed, but ſhall inquire to no purpoſe, till we 
know when they departed, that we may conſi- 
der the ſtate of our own forces, and whether 
our enemies eſcaped by our ä COW- 
ardice, or weakneſs.” 


Thomas Winnington, Eq; then pole to the fol- 


lowing purpoſe. 
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« Sir, That we cannot deliberate upon ſubjects 


which we do not underſtand, and that there- 
fore no neceſſary or uſeful information ought 
to be denied to the houſe, I ſhall readily ad- 
mit; but muſt obſerve at the ſame time, that 
the reputation of the houſe would be very lit- 
tle conſulted, in demanding information which 
cannot be given. To addreſs his Majeſty to 

inform us of the time at which the + £12 
of our enemies failed, 1s to inquire of him, 
what it ought to be the higheſt care of thoſe 
Princes to conceal from him, and which he can 
only know by having ſpies in their privy coun- 
cils. And of what importance 1s it to inquire 


what intelligence was brought him, or when 


he received it, if it appears, that his intelli- 


gence muſt be in its own nature uncertain and 


dubitable ? That they have left their ports, is 
now certain, becauſe they have been twice dif- 
covered in different parts of the world ; but 


as we can now only form conjectures on their 
* deſigns 


e Wop Bo 
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deſigns and courſes, ſo before they failed, it 
* was impoſſible to know, when they were fully 
* equipped, or what time was fixed for their de- 
© parture. It is to be remembered, that they 
form their meaſures, and make their prepara- 
tions in their own dominions, and therefore 
have more advantages of concealing their 
6 ſchemes, than we of diſcovering them.” 


Alexander Hume Campbell, Eq; then ſpoke thus. 


Sir, This motion which has been repreſented 
* as unreaſonable and abſurd, is, in my opinion, 
not only proper but important. It is impor- 
tant, becauſe it will enable us to judge upon 
£ ſufficient foundations, of the conduct of the 
* miniſtry, who are cenſured by the voice of the 
© nation, for having been either defective in vi- 
gilance, or in activity, for having been either 
ignorant by their own fault of the deſigns of 
the enemy, or perfidiouſly paſſive in permit- 
* ting the execution of them. I am far from 
« believing that ſuch intelligence, as our mini- 
5 ſtry is expected to procure, requires any un- 
common ſubtilty, or any other agents than are 
always employed by every miniſter, to tranſ- 
mit to them informations from foreign courts. 
Such, I am afraid, are always hovering about 
our conſultations, and I know not why our mi- 
* niſters ſhould be leſs diligent or leſs ſucceſsful, 
* than thoſe of other Princes. If therefore ſuch 
intelligence might have been obtained, 1t was 
criminal not to obtain it; and if the departure 
of the Spaniſh ſquadron was foreſeen, it ought 
to be inquired, why it was not prevented; and 
if it was only known, when it was too late to 
* hinder it from ſailing, why it was not purſued, 
* or why ſuccours were not immediately diſ- 
5 patched to Admiral Vernon. All theſe queſ- 
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tions can only be reſolved, in conſequence of 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
the information which his Majeſty ſhall give 


© us; and for which, it is therefore, in my opi- 
nion, neceſſary to petition.” 


Mr.P:ban!'s 
ſpeech, c 


Henry Pelham, Eſq; ſpoke next to this purpoſe. 
Sir, How the regency could be informed of 


the intention of the Spaniards to leave their 


ports, till it appeared by their departure, or 
by what means it can be expected, that his 
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Majeſty ſhould be now acquainted with their 
particular courſe, or farther deſigns, I confeſs 
myſelf unable to conceive. With regard, Sir, 
to the intelligence tranſmitted from foreign 
courts by agents and ſpies, a little conſidera- 
tion will eaſily diſcover, that it is not to be 
truſted. For what can be generally expected 
from them, but that they ſhould catch flying 
reports, or by chance intercept uncertain whiſ- 
pers, that they ſhould inquire timorouſly, and 
therefore, for the greateſt part, of thoſe from 
whom no ſatisfactory accounts can be received; 
and that they ſhould often endeavour to de- 
ſerve their ſalaries by ſuch information as is 
rather pleaſing than true? All the knowledge 
that can be obtained of an enemy's deſigns, 
muſt ariſe from a diligent compariſon of one 
circumſtance with another, and from a general 


view of his force, his intereſt, and his oppor- 


tunities. And that ſuch conjectures will be of- 
ten erroneous, needs not to be told. Probability 
therefore is, in ſuch inquiries, all that can be 


attained, and he that fits idle in the time of 


war, expecting certain intelligence, will ſee his 
enemies enjoying the advantages of his folly, 
and laying hold on a thouſand opportunities, 
which he has neglected to improve. The war 


in which we are now engaged, has been carried 


on by the adminiſtration with the utmoſt dili- 
gence and vigour ; nor have any meaſures been 
omitted, 
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omitted, that could probably produce ſucceſs, 


Tog. 


« and the ſucceſs of the wiſeſt meaſures is only 


« probable. 


Should the great Admiral, who is now pre- 


« ſent in the houſe, have met the French and 
« Spaniards in the open ſeas, by what art could 


© he arrive at a certain knowledge of their de- 


« figns? He might, by his acquaintance with the 


« ſituation and ſtate of neighbouring countries, 


the obſervation of their courſe, the periods of 
particular winds, and other hints of obſerva- 


tion, form probable conjectures; but could 


© never reach to certainty or confidence. It 


ſeems to me, therefore, highly improper to 


petition his Majeſty for intelligence, which he 


cannot be imagined to have received; and I 


cannot agree to any motion for that purpoſe.” 


Upon putting the queſtion, it was carried in 
the negative; however, the ſame gentleman ſtood 
up again immediately, and moved to reſolve, 
That an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
* Majeſty, that he will be pleaſed to give direc- 
tions, that there may be laid before this houſe, 
copies or extracts of all letters, which have 
© been receiv'd from, or written to Vice-Admiral 


Motion and 
addreſs for 

admiral Ver- 
non's letters. 


Vernon, ſince his going to the Weſt-Indies, by 


* either of the principal Secretaries of ſtate.” 


Upon this motion Henry Pelham, Eſq; ſpoke 
to this effect: | | 


Mr. Speaker, . 


* Sir, This motion, if the intention of it be Mr-Pelber's 


limited by proper reſtrictions, is doubtleſs rea- 
* ſonable and juſt; for the right of this houſe to 
* examine into the conduct of publick affairs, and 
* conſequently for calling for the papers neceſſary 
* to enlighten their inquiries, is not to be diſpu- 
ted. But, as the end of all ſuch inquiries is the 
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 _PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
promotion of the publick welfare, ſo they are 
not to be made in a manner by which that end 
may be defeated. Papers are not to be de- 
manded, which cannot be produced without 
diſcovering our own ſecrets, and acquainting 
our enemies either with that weakneſs which we 
ought carefully to conceal, or that force which 
will be moſt effectually employ'd, if it is not 


known, and therefore no preparations are made 


to oppoſe it. It cannot be imagin'd, but that 
many of the papers which have paſſed be- 


tween the admiralty, and the commander in 


America, contain plans for the proſecution of 
the war, obſervations on the conditions of our 
own colonies, and perhaps, intelligence of the 
eſtate of the Spaniſh fortreſſes and towns. Ma- 
ny informations of the utmoſt conſequence to 
our enemies may be collected from thoſe pa- 
pers, but nothing can be expected from them, 
that will enable us to proſecute a parliamentary 
inquiry with more ſucceſs, that will put it in 
our power to diſcover frauds, negligence or 
treachery. : 

© There are, Sir, other papers, which may in- 
deed, be laid before us, without any benefit to 
our enenues, and perhaps with ſome advantage 
to ourſelyes ; the papers which contain the ac- 
counts of our preparations and ſtores, the liſts 
of our forces, and the calculation of our ex- 
pences, are the proper ſubjects of parliamentary 
inquires; and if the motion be reſtrained to thoſe, 
I believe, it will not be oppoſed by any gen- 
tleman engaged in the adminiſtration of our 
affairs. I ſhall beg leave to propoſe theſe 
words may be added: © So far as the ſame re- 


e lates to a ſupply of ſhips, marines or land 
„„ 888 


This 
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This amendment being approv'd of by a ma- 
jority of the houſe, the motion, thus amended, 


was agreed to. (See Vol. XX. p. 464.) 


teſt: 


ſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graciouſly 
pleaſed to give directions to the proper offi- 
* cers to lay before this houſe all the powers, 
* inſtructions, memorials, letters and papers re- 
* lating to the convention concluded between 
© Great-Britain and Spain, dated at the Pardo, 
January 14, 1739, N. S.“ 1 £36, 

queſtion was ſtarted upon the ſaid motion. 
After debate, the queſtion was put, Whether ſuch 
an addreſs ſhall be preſented to his Majeſty ? 


It was reſolv'd in the negative, Content 46. 
Not Content 67. | et 


Diſſentient” 

1. Becauſe we thought an inquiry into a tranſ- 
action of ſuch great importance to the honour, 
trade and rights of this nation, not only ne- 
ceſſary, but totally free from all the objections 
uſually made to the . calling for papers. The 
convention having been concluded in January, 
1739, and war being fince declared againſt Sparn, 
0 that we cannot conceive that any diſcovery 
prejudicial to this nation, or advantageous to any 
other, can poſſibly reſult from an examination 
into the minuteſt particulars of that negotiation; 
but we rather apprehend from the manifeſt unwil- 
lingneſs of the adminiſtration, to lay any ſuch 
lights before us, that diſcoveries of another na- 


2 COINs 


February 10, A debate happened in the houſe 
of Lords, which occaſioned the following pro- 


Tuſeday, February 10, 1740-41, it was moved 
to reſolve, That an humble addreſs be pre- 


ture would be the neceſſary conſequence of the 
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112 PARLIAMENTARY A, 1741, 
communication of the papers called for in this 
queſtion. p 

2. Becauſe, when we combine the conduct of 
the. adminiſtration through the whole courſe of 
the Spaniſh affairs, with ſeveral circumſtances that 
have accidentally pe to the publick, we 
conceive every part of that conduct liable to juſt 
ſuſpicions of one kind or other. The repeated 
applications of the merchants, both to the crown 
and the Parliament, for reparation for their paſt 
loſſes, and future ſecurity for their trade, the 

univerſal cries of the nation upon their inſulted 
honour and violated rights, the ſeveral ad- F 
dreſſes of Parliament to the crown, and the gra- 5 
cious anſwers and aſſurances given by the crown F 
in return, ſeem'd all to promiſe a juſt (and at i 
that time eaſy) vengeance by the force of our 0 
arms, or an effectual reparation of paſt and ſolid Fe 
Y 

9 

th 
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ſecurity againſt future injuries, by an advanta- 
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| geous treaty of peace; whereas a convention only 

if was concluded, by which a ſcanty and inſufficient 

l _ reparation for our injured merchants was ſtipu- * 
lated, and our moſt eſſential and undoubted : 
| rights of a free navigation to the Weſt-Indies, 1 
without ſearch or moleſtation, was at moſt re- hy 
N ferred to the future diſcuſſion of plenipotentia- 4 
' ries, if even it was ever mention'd at all. 
1 3. Becauſe it has been aſſerted in a publick pe 
"Y paper diſperſed all over Europe, by the court of | 3 
1 Spain, that our pretenſion to a free navigation, fir 
5 was never ſo much as mention'd by our mini- the 
bl: ſters, till the conferences ariſing in conſequence 8 
. of the convention, and that the demand was ne- of 
5 ver made in form till Fuly, 1739, which was af. 5 
ter the convention was broke by the non- payment : 2 E 
| of the money ſtipulated on the appointed 24th To 
„ of May; and tho we are far from aſſerting the bis 
| Contents of ſuch papers to be true, yet, as they as 
f N connot but raiſe ſome doubt, that alone, in a Kee 
"of | . matter 9 
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matter of ſuch great national conſequence ſeeitis 
to be a ſufficient reaſon for a ſtrict inquiry, eſpe- 
cially ſince we cannot ſee any advantage that 


could ariſe to the King of Spain from afferting 
theſe facts, if they were not true; but on the 


other hand we ſee very ſtrong reaſons why the 
adminiſtration ſhould deſire to cohceal them, if 


they are true. 


4. Becauſe, if the bare ſuppoſition of caſes 
that may poſſibly exiſt, is to be uſed as an ar- 
gument why the houſe fhould not apply for 
lights, we tonceive that the ſuppoſition of other 
caſes, equally poſſible, and it may be more pro- 
bable, is as we an argument why the houſe 
ſhould apply for ſuch informations; conſequenly, 
if we ſuppoſe that the convention concluded at 


Madrid, Jan. 14, 1739, was originally riegotiated 


and executed at London in Auguſt, 1738, with the 
Spaniſh miniſter then reſiding here, but that upon 
Spain's inſerting in the body of the fatification of 
that convention, an act obliging our Souib-Sea 
company to pay the ſum of ſixty- eight thouſand 
pounds towards the reparation to be made to our 
merchants, which act was then intended to be 
* ſecret, though ſince diſcover'd by the ne- 
ceſſary communication of it to the Soutb- Ses com- 
pany, and their non-compliance therewith, if 'we 
ſuppoſe that thereupon the ſame treaty was're- 
executed by our miniſter at Madrid, who was in- 


ſtructed at the ſame time, to conſent to an act of 


the ſame import, but varied only ſo as to conceal 


it; and if we further ſuppoſe, that this ſacrifice . 
of the South-Sea company was originally propoſed - 


by one Engliſþ miniſter to the Spaniſh miniſter, 
and upon his accepting it, rejected in an office- 


letter by another Engliſh miniſter, tho* aftewards 


brought into execution; and if theſe ſuppoſitions 
are in a great meaſure confirmed 'by ſome of Mr. 
Keen's letters, which have been made publick; we 
Vor. XXI. 1 con- 
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114 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 

ceonxceive ſuch tranſactions ought not to be buried 

in oblivion, and the author and his accomplices 
remain uncenſured. 

5. Becauſe we conceive the argument of its 
being too late in point of time, can be of no 
force, and only tends to prove that the houſe will 
think no time proper for calling for ſuch papers. 
Some have been refuſed to be called for by the 
houſe, becauſe they related to the preſent time, 
and whilſt matters were in tranſaction, a diſcove 
might be dangerous; others, becauſe they related 
to future operations, and there alſo a diſcovery 
of deſigns might be detrimental. The pre- 
ſent motion related to matters intirely paſs'd, 
which being rejected, we muſt give up all fur- 

ther hopes of receiving any lights, relating either 
to paſt, to preſent, or to future tranſactions. Po- 
ſterity muſt therefore be convinced, that we have 
been reduced to the neceſſity of taking matters in 
the groſs, and of weighing the ſum of things, 
ſince the particulars are hid from our ſight. 


Carliſle, Ker, Hereford, 
Bruce, Macclesfield, Cobham, 
Bathurſt, Manſel Exeter, 
| Northampton, | Falmouth, Litchfield, 
Maſham, Ward, Greenwich, 
Aylesford, Gower, Clinton, 
Suffolk, Weſtmoreland, Beaufort 


e Re February 24, The houſe of Commons being in 
new claus a committee of the whole houſe, to conſider of 
the mutiny the mutiny bill, Sir William Yonge ſtood up and 
it ſpoke to this effect: | gs 


Sic ns, Sir, One · of the greateſt perfections the laws 

— 8 of any country can be attended with, is, to be 
ſo plain, preciſe, and expreſs in all their clauſes, 
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double meaning. This is a rule, which ought 
to be obſerv'd, as far as is conſiſtent with human 
weakneſs, in the forming of every new law, and 
in no ſort of laws is it more neceſſary, than in 
thoſe that are made for regulating the behaviour 
of the civil and military power towards one an- 


other; for nothing contributes more towards 


making the army and the people live eaſily to- 
gether, than to have their reſpective rights and 
privileges fully and clearly determined, ſo as that 


every ſoldier may know the utmoſt he can ex- 


pe, and that his landlord, or any other perſon 
he has to do with, may know what is due to 
him. 

This being the caſe, Sir, as you are now upon 
that annual bill for regulating the army and their 
quarters, which paſſes yearly, in this kingdom, 


and as a doubt has ariſen upon ſome clauſes in- 


ſerted in all former acts of the ſame nature, the 
duty of my office makes it incumbent on me, to 
acquaint you with that doubt, and to propoſe a 
method for obviating it for the future. In all 


former mutiny bills, at leaſt in all that have been 


of late years paſſed into laws, it has been enact- 
ed, That the officers and ſoldiers quartered as 
directed by the act, ſhall be received by the 
owners of the inns and other houſes in which 
they are ſo quartered ; and ſhall pay ſuch rea- 
ſonable prices, as ſhall from time to time be ap- 


pointed by the juſtices of the peace, who are 


thereby impowered to appoint ſuch, reaſonable 
rates for all neceſſary proviſions for officers and 
ſoldiers, for one or more nights, in all places 
which they ſhall come to in their march, or 
which ſhall be appointed for their refidence and 
quarters.” And by another clauſe in the ſaid 


* bills it has been enacted, That the officers, 

* when. they receive the pay of any regiment, 

* troop, or company, ſhali give publick notice 
© 12 


66 thereof, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
<< thereof, to all the inns, and other places where 
the officers and ſoldiers are quartered, that they 
« may bring in their accounts; which accounts 
the officer or officers receiving the pay, are re- 
quired to accept of, and immediately pay the 
“ ſame, before the ſubſiſtence or pay fſhall be diſ- 
<« tributed, either to officers or ſoldiers, provided 

the ſaid accounts exceed not the ſeveral rates 
<« therein mentioned and aſcertained.” | 

From theſe clauſes, Sir, it has been, till very 
© lately, thought, that the owners of inns, and 
other places where ſoldiers are allowed to be 
« quartered, were, oblig'd to furniſh the ſoldiers 
« with diet and ſmall beer for themſelves, and 
with hay and ſtraw for their horſes, if demand- 
* ed; and the owners of inns and other ſuch 
places have, till of late, generally done ſo, with- 
out charging more for it in their accounts, than 
© the pay-maſter was by act of Parliament required 
and limited to pay: But of late years a different 
< way of thinking has begun to prevail; and the 
* owners of inns and other places have begun to 
< refuſe to furniſh the ſoldiers with diet or ſmall 
© beer for themſelves, or with hay and ftraw for 
their horſes, at the rates allowed by the govern- 
ment, pretending, that by the words of the act, 
they are not obliged to furniſh ſoldiers with any 
of theſe neceſſaries, unleſs they approve of the 
prices allowed by the government, or appointed 
by the juſtices of peace. 

One of the firſt diſputes, Sir, of this kind 
happened but laft year at Wakefield, where the 
price of hay had, during the hard froſt, riſen to 
an exceſſive height: Upon this, the juſtices of 
peace in that diviſion took the caſe into their 
+ confideration, and appointed the rate for hay for 
a horſe to be 8d. per diem. As this was 24. per 
© diem above what was allowed by act of Parlia- 

ment, the dragoons ſcrupled paying it, and the 
| hy « officers 


CC 
cc 


— mY 
2 — 


9 J Mp ::..... ... 
— dE” — = * . 7 . "<> 22 E — 2 * 5 PE ä 2 2 


PR 
r —— ̃ĩ— ͤ³¹é— SS ens 
öS r Edo rom EIT 


A. 1741. 


RE ro ISR (d - ye or oe TS ET WT eo er TT Wo ͤ Pr > q FT... 


admit of. 


* 
» 
o 
o 
c 


0 
5 


* a kitchen, a ſack of coals, and a cag 


DEBATES. 


officers ſent a letter to me upon the ſubject: 
This letter I laid before the Attorney General, 
and after he had confidered the caſe, his opinion 
was, that the juſtices of peace had exceeded the 
powers given them by act of Parliament; that 
they were to appoint the rates of neceflary pro- 
viſions for the ſoldiers and their horſes, but not 
ſo as to exceed the allowance given by the go- 
vernment, and expreſsly limited by the very act 
itſelf; and that the owners of inns, and other 
houſes, where ſoldiers are appointed by law to be 


quartered, were obliged to furniſh them with ne- 


ceſſary proviſions for themſelves and horſes, at a 
lower rate than what was allowed by lev, if the 


juſtices ſhould appoint it to be ſo, but that nei- 


ther they could require, nor the .juſtices appoint 
any higher rates to be paid; and I muſt fay, it 
is moſt reaſonable it ſhould be ſo; for a ſoldier 
has at all times one certain uniform pay from 
the government, his wages do not riſe and fall 


as other peoples do, according to the price of 


proviſions, or the demand for workmen, his pay 
is always the ſame, and the allowance appointed 
by law is the higheſt that pay will admit of: 
He muſt be ſupported, and therefore, in times 
of ſcarcity, you muſt either augment the pay of 
your ſoldiers, or you muſt oblige thoſe, where 
they are quartered, to furniſh them with neceſſa- 
ry proviſions at thoſe rates, which their pay wall 
But I muſt take notice, Sir, that before this 
diſpute happened, there had been one of much 
the ſame nature at Ledbury : There, the owners 
of inns, ale-houſes, and the like, even refuſed 
the ſoldiers the uſe of their fires or utenſils to 
dreſs their victuals: They would allow them no 
ſmall beer to drink, nor ſo much as ſalt to their 
pottage. A ſoldier upon a march cannot carry 
of ſmall 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 


© beer upon his back; they muſt be allowed ſuch 
things at the places, where they are quartered; 
* they thought they had a right to inſiſt upon 
* having them; and this had like to have bred a 
© tumult betwixt the ſoldiers and townſmen. This 
© caſe was laid before the then Attorney General, 
© now Lord Chief Juftice Wills, and his opinion 
© was, That the owners of the houſes where the 
* ſoldiers were quartered, were, obliged to allow 
© them diet and ſmall beer at the government's 
© allowance, or even at a cheaper rate, if the juſ- 
© tices of peace ſhould order it to be ſo. 
< I do not myſelf, Sir, pretend to any great 
© knowledge of the law, or to the art of putting 
© the proper meaning upon the words of an act of 
Parliament; but upon theſe two opinions, I 
* think, I cannot be accuſed of paſſing a raſh 
judgment, if I ſay, that ſoldiers have, by the 
© laws of this kingdom, a right to inſiſt upon diet 
and ſmall beer for themſelves, and hay and ſtraw 
< for their horſes, from the owners of the inns or 
< houſes where they are quartered; and, indeed, 
© to me the ſenſe of the acts of Parliament made 
for this purpoſe, ſeems as clear as words can 
make it. However, there are many lawyers, 
it ſeems, eſpecially in the country, who think 
* otherwiſe; and the people depending upon their 
opinion, have now in many places begun to re- 
* fuſe diet and ſmall beer to the ſoldiers quartered 
in their houſes. I do not know but they may 
5 ſoon begin to refuſe a ſoldier a bed. They have, 
+ I think, as good a right to refuſe the one as the 
other; for the law ſays only, they ſhall receive 
the ſoldiers quartered upon them: It does not 
* fay, they ſhall furniſh them with beds, no more 
„than it ſays, they ſhall furniſh them with diet 
and ſmall beer, Till now' it: has always been 
_ © ſuppofed, that by receiving was meant, to fur- 
s niſh the ſoldier with ſuch'a bed as he could lie 
| e | on, 
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« on, and with neceſſary proviſions at ſuch a price 
« as he could pay. But a different interpretation 
is now put upon this word; and as the doctors 
« of the law thus differ among themſelves, the 
« juſtices of the peace do not know how to be- 
have. If you do not put an end to the diſpute, 
by adding a few explanatory words to the law, 
* which you are now to revive, a law ſuit muſt, 
and is to be begun by information, for termina- 
« ting this diſpute. 92 
This, Sir, will be attended with a great ex- 
« pence to the publick, as well as to the perſons 
that are to be ſued; which, I think, you ought 
© to prevent, now you have ſo fair an opportunity. 
But what is much worſe than the expence at- 
« tending a law ſuit, if upon the event of a law 
« ſuit, it ſhould be found, that the owners of 
© houſes where ſoldiers are quartered, are not b 
law obliged to furniſh them with diet and ſmall 
© beer at the governments allowance, or with any 
thing elſe beſides houſe-room, the country peo- 
ple, who naturally do not much like ſoldiers, 
will take all the advantage they can of what is 
declared to be law, and this may occafion a ge- 


« neral mutiny in your army; for on the other 


© hand, the ſoldiers, men who have got arms in 
their hands, and who have been taught how to 
© uſe them, won't like to give up a right, they 
think they have a juſt title to, and a right 
* which they have enjoyed for at leaſt threeſcore 
« years without interruption. 8 
« For preventing theſe dangers, Sir, I have 
drawn up a clauſe, as I thought I was, by the 
duty of my office, obliged to do, which I ſhall 
© beg leave to lay before you. What I propoſe is, 


That inſtead of the uſual clauſe for obliging inn- 


© keepers and others to receive the ſoldiers billeted 
upon them, you ſhould inſert a clauſe as follows: 
Provided nevertheleſs, and it is hereby enacted, 


119 


3; 9 - PE. — 
N ? mn. 8 . 62.6 HERD 0 
r 18 N = * n 8 ö * ant at a. — 
F 5 3 — — ws : c ͤ gy tyre db et, WHO TEES 
A. 4 * r N earn „ 3 * * 9 a I” - — a p 0 
e ee e A Ne eee eee DN — . = 
. 4 - — 2 l 2 ren n 5 — — j 3 
. 8 . . r * — = 


1 


err K. 4 > 


2 Sn ed 


E 


2 
4 = —— — - — — — pallet 
— » oY — , | - 
2332282 <>» — bg . 8 A ns x 
CR Ed ee 2 IE rr * * „ «„„ͤ„„éñ — 2 han 
ones IF 3 wo oe Cn FE ont bent 4. ay "Pi; , | \ 
. _— 4 pr . — = 9 
7 l 


* 7 
e 


r = 


- — =_ Li 2 


EW Een 


PS EY I OT IO * 
on 33... — Ao Fx" OR 


=ES 


— 4 
- = 


—— - = D — 
_ Tx — == - = S 

— — —— —— rr 
. w_t_ - + -u 2 — 2 2 = 


_ 


6 
ils 
N 
bt) EY 1 
i "ut 
10 \$ 
1 4 ". 
1 
19:38 
"1.100 
1 
WT | 
1 
j 5 
„ 
1 
. | 


nt. ll! 
wy (i. 
1 
U 
i 
„ 
{19 \ 
« 4 ful | 
9e if 
e 
11 [ 
WL. id 
1 my 
58 
N. 9 
1 
1 
N 
4; [| 
[ 
WA: | 
* 7 
NN 
ly F 
„ 
Rl 
a | 
N 
I. 
1 
153% 
. 
an 
4 F 
wu... 

} WF 
. 
11 | If : 
\ 44 FEY 
\\, 6 
{1 hes 
„ 
14 [! U 

14 
PI. 
*4; 
f 

0 
0 
4} 
7 
"y 
16 4 
thi 
1 
. 
. 
1 
. 
4 
ut, 


— <p> hv IE 2 


l — 
— — — =_ \ 
: _ . = rms — 2 — SEE — — 
A l EE — — — —— — CE 
— - 1 . = . —— 2 — 2 — xz — ——— —— — — —— = — — 
— — > = N= one penn 92 — —— — * = — 
- E 2 = K“ 2—cC 2e a. 2 — = 
- ere res > 26052; 22-02 EFF qe en < . 
ih 1 © pas — Eng Eon ———k — — — . . 
5 — — 2 — — = = = = 7 — = 
a vx oo "FM. REPS rl et — 4 


— 2s. 8 ey 1 png 


— 
N 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
that the officers and ſoldiers ſo quartered and 
billeted as aforeſaid, ſhall be received, and fur- 
niſhed with diet and ſmall beer, by the owners 
of the inns, livery-ſtables, ale-houſes, victual- 
ling houſes, and other houſes, in which they are 
allowed to be quartered and billeted by this act; 
paying and allowing for the fame the ſeveral 
rates herein after mentioned to be payable out 


of the ſubſiſtence money for diet and ſmall 
beer.“ 


This motion was firſt 3 by Samuel 


Sandys, Eſq; in a ſpeech to the effect as fol- 
lows, _ 


46 s - © Sir, It is an W ſtate we are fallen 


into, that every ſeſſion of Parliament muſt be 

attended with new laws, or new clauſes in old 

laws, for oppreſſing the induſtrious ſubject, and 
endangering the liberties of the country. It is 
impoſfible to levy high duties upon the neceſ- 

faries or conveniencies of life, it is impoſſible 

to keep up numerous ſtanding armies, without 
* ſuch laws, or ſuch clauſes; and yet we have, 
* for twenty years, been contriving how to con- 
* tinue and increaſe both. The high duties we 

* groan under, were introduced for ſupporting a 
heavy and expenſive, but neceſſary war; but 
© how the keeping up of a numerous ſtanding 
* army in time of peace, was introduced, I can 
no other way account for than by ſuppoſing, 
that it was neceſſary for ſupporting unpopular, 
* deſtructive meaſures, and a hated miniſter. I 
am ſurpriſed to hear the forcible quartering of 
'$2 ſoldiers, upon publick or private houſes, in- 
< fiſted on, as if it were a neceſſary means for the 
« ſupport of our government. Sir, if we were 
to Mien ſtrictly to our conſtitution, even as it 
£ ſtands at preſent, we ought, in no mutiny bill, 
1 to admit of the quartering of ſoldiers, even on 
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F publick-houſes, except for a few nights, in their 
march from one gariſon to another, or for the 
« firſt night after they arrive at the place deſigned 
for their reſidence. Tho' we now keep up, tho 
ve have long kept up a great number of ſtanding; 
forces in time of peace, yet, properly ſpeaking, 
© they are no more than is ſuppoſed to be neceſ- 
© fary for guards and gariſons ; and accordingly, 
the reſolution annually agreed to in this houſe 
© js, That the number of effective men to be 


e provided for guards and gariſons in Great Bri- 


gain, for the enſuing year, ſhall be ſuch a num- 
& ber as is then thought neceſſary.” Before the 


Revolution we had guards and gariſons, even in 


© time of peace; but before the Revolution, nor 
for ſome years after, we had no quartering of 
* ſoldiers, either upon publick or private houſes, 
in time of peace, without the conſent of the 
* owner. On the contrary, by an expreſs law, 
the latter end of King Charles the IId's reign, 
it was enacted, © That no officer, military or 
* civil, or other perſon, ſhall quarter or billet 
“any ſoldier upon any inhabitant of this realm, 
te without his conſent; which law ſtood in 
* force till near the end of the year 1692, when 
* the firſt law was made for quartering ſoldiers in 
* publick-houſes. Es i 
Before that year, Sir, our guards and gari- 
* ſons, by which, I mean all the ſoldiers we had 
* on foot, even in their marching from one place 
* to another, were obliged to quarter themſelves 
as other travellers do, in houſes that were willing 
* to receive them; and when they came to any 
* gariſon or place where they were to reſide, every 
* officer 1 ſoldier provided quarters for him- 
| ſelf; in which, I believe, there was no incon- 
* venience found; for when ſoldiers behave ci- 
* villy, and are agreeable to the people, there 
pill always be houſes enough, either publick or 
e 3 Private, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1741, 


private, that will be glad to receive them for 
what they are able to pay, unleſs there be a 
greater number of them than the place can con- 
veniently accommodate. From the Revolution 
to the year 1692, we had a ſort of civil war 


amongſt ourſelves, for Ireland was not intirely 


reduced till the end of the year 91; and as 
inter arma ſilent leges, perhaps, during that time, 
ſome liberties were taken with the laws, in re- 
ſpect to quartering or billeting of ſoldiers. But 
in the year 92, the domeſtick tranquillity of 
the three kingdoms being re-eſtabliſhed, the 
Parliament began to think of reſtoring the laws 
to their priſtine force. However, as we were 
then engaged in a dangerous foreign war, and 
upon that account obliged to keep a greater 
number of troops in the kingdom than uſual; 
and as our troops were often obliged to march 
in great bodies, either from one place of the 
kingdom to another, as danger threatened, or 
through the kingdom in their way to Flanders, 
the Parliament ſaw it would be neceſſary to 
provide quarters for them upon their march, in 
a different manner from what had before been 
allowed by law; and therefore in the mutiny 


bill for the enſuing year, which then firſt began 


to be entitled, A bill for puniſhing officers and 
ſoldiers who ſhall mutiny or deſert their Ma- 
jeſties ſervice, and for puniſhing falſe muſters, 
and for the payment of quarters, the clauſe for 
quatering ſoldiers in publick-houſes, without 
conſent of the owner, was introduced, and has 
ever ſince remained in all the mutiny bills paſ- 
ſed, to this very day; for a favourite power 
once granted to the crown, is ſeldom recovered 
by the ſubject, without ſome remarkable revo- 


lution in our government. | 


But, by this clauſe, as the act then ſtood, it 


was not intended, that ſoldiers ſnould be quar- 


c tered 
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« tered or billeted in the places appointed for 


their reſidence, even upon publick-houſes, with- 
out the conſent of the owner. At leaſt it was 
not intended, they ſhould be ſo quartered for 
© any longer than the firſt night after their arrival. 
That this was the intention of the act, is, I 
think, plain, from the next clauſe of the act, 
« whereby it is enacted, © That officers and ſol- 
« diers billeted, as directed by the preceding 
« clauſe, ſhall pay ſuch reaſonable prices as ſhall 
« be appointed by the juſtices of peace in their 
« quarter-ſeiſions; and the juſtices are thereby re- 
« quired to ſet rates for proviſions, for one or 
« more nights in their marching, and for the firſt 
« night only in places appointed for their reſidence.” 
This, I think, Sir, plainly ſhews, that in 
© places appointed for the reſidence of ſoldiers 
for any time, neither officer nor ſoldier was to 
be quartered for more than the firſt night, upon 
any houſe, publick or private; and the reaſon 
is evident, becauſe, being then ſettled, if they 
could not agree with their landlords where they 
* were firſt lodged, for a continuance, they might 
* next day look out for, and provide new lodg- 
* ings or quarters for themſelves. It was not then 
intended to give any ſoldier, and much leſs an 
officer, a right to lodge in the beſt room of 
* an inn or ale-houſe, without paying any thing 
for it, and that, perhaps, for a year, or ſeveral 
years together. Even when they were upon a 
* march, or for the firſt night after their arrival 
* at the place appointed for their reſidence, they 
* were not to have their lodging abſolutely free; 
* becauſe the juſtices were certainly to have a re- 
* gard to the expence and trouble of lodging them, 
* when they ſettled. the rates they were to pay for 
* proviſions. The modern practice of giving 
every officer and ſoldier a free lodging in the 
* houſe where he is quartered, whether he ſpends 
yo" * any 
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any of his money there or no, and even in the 
© place where he is appointed to reſide, as well as 
* when he is upon a march, would then have 
been rejected with great contempt, if it had 
been propoſed ; for it is really laying a tax upon 
the ſubject, without the conſent of Parliament, 
at leaſt without any ſuch conſent obtained in a 
regular manner, and according to the uſual me- 
thods of proceeding in Parliament, when the 
ſubjects, or any part of them, are to be loaded 
with a new tax. But, a foundation being thus 
laid for obliging our publick-houſes to give free 
lodging to the ſoldiers for a few nights in their 
march, and for the firſt night after their arrival 
at the place where they were appointed to re- 
ſide, a pretence was from thence taken to inſiſt, 
that ſoldiers were always to be a load upon our 
publick-houſes, and to be intitled to have al- 
ways a free lodging even in the places appointed 
for their reſidence. Perhaps the words of this 
firſt law were left a little doubtful, an purpoſe 
to draw this inference from them ;. but this was 
not enough, for in order to give ſoldiers a leſs 
doubtful title to this free lodging for ever, the 
words of the law were afterwards altered, and 
the juſtices were required to ſet and appoint 
ſuch reaſonable rates for all neceſſary proviſions 
for ſuch officers and ſoldiers, for one or more 
nights, in the ſeveral places which they ſhall 
come to in their march, or which ſhall be ap- 
pointed for their reſidence and quarters. | 
Thus, Sir, you ſee what an incroaching 
thing an army is, and, I wiſh it did not in- 
 croach upon us in any more dangerous, reſpect. 
This of free lodging for ſoldiers is now be- 
come a continual and ſettled tax upon the pub- 
b lick-houſes, in all places where ſoldiers are 
* uſually appointed to reſide, Every ſuch houſe 
has generally one ſoldier at leaſt quartered 
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A. 1741. DEBATES. 
upon it; and if the landlord does not give his 
« gueſt ſuch a lodging as pleaſes him, he muſt 
pay him ſuch a ſum weekly as he ſhall de- 
* mand, for his furniſhing himſelf with a lodging. 
Here in Weſtminſter it is by cuſtom ſettled at 
gd. a week, that is 39s. per Annum, for a com- 
* mon ſoldier; and conſequently the officers, if 
they ſhould inſiſt on it, might ſurely demand 
* a great deal more. Is not this, Sir, taxing the 
* ſubject ? Is it not increaſing the pay of the ſol- 
dier, without any proper legal authority for 
either? This tax, Sir, is the more grievous, be- 
* cauſe of its being raiſed upon a part of the peo- 
ple only; and it is the more dangerous, becauſe 
* a miniſter may raiſe it in what places, and in 
* what proportions he pleaſes, and conſequently 
may make it a handle for oppreſſing thoſe coun- 
* ties, cities, and boroughs, that do not ſend him 
* up ſuch members to this houſe, as he ſhall pleaſe 
to direct. But this handle is not, it ſeems, 
© ſufficient, therefore ſome new ſtrength muſt be 
* added to it; and for this, a pretence is taken 
from ſome clauſes in our late mutiny acts, 
* which, I think, can admit of no ſuch mean- 
ing. The inn-keeper, or victualler, muſt now, 
* it is ſaid, furniſh the ſoldiers quartered upon 
* him, not only with lodging, but alſo with 
board, both according to the liking of the ſol- 
* dier, and yet he is to have no more for both 
than a groat a day, even in times of the 
_ © greateſt ſcarcity. The ſoldier may inſiſt upon 
* what ſort of victuals, and what quantity he 
* pleaſes, but let him eat of what he will, or 
* how much he will, the poor landlord muſt 
* not charge above a groat a day. In times of 
* plenty, the ſoldier will furniſh himſelf, be- 
* cauſe he can, perhaps, do it at two-pence a 
day; but in times of ſcarcity, he will oblige 
3 | | * Is 


125 


74 
4 
© 
2 
39 
* 
1 
— 
* 
* 
17 
ii 
WE: 
4 
AF 


* = > ly . 3 r 
r 3 
. 2 SR EINEDS: © 
oh WS A FS ; 
its DOS oa. CEASE 


r 


FF ea RT; ITS. 
Mn ira es n 


Seen - a nee 
C 


K — $5 2 
——ä—m— ana 2 LY ö Wh K 


2 


— 
33. 


— . - . 
. — — 9 — Gets nog = * — — 
E 22 = : 
_— * PISS = — 
„K —[—P — —— _— . 


mY! 


11/9 L, ELERSS £ 
D 
1 N 


126 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 


© his landlord to furniſh him, becauſe he cannot 
© do it, perhaps, under eight-pence a day. Is this 
ift, Sir? Is it equitable? Is it poſſible to ſup- 
< poſe that an att of Parliament ſhould eſtabliſh 
< ſuch an impoſition ?_ | 

< I do not know, Sir, nor do I much regard, 
what opinion the lawyers may have given, be- 
cauſe they generally give their opinion accord- 
ing as the caſe is ſtated to them; and there- 
fore, when the caſe is falſely ſtated, their opi- 
nion muſt be wrong. This ſeems to be the 
caſe at preſent. The queſtion is not, what an 
inn-keeper or victualler may demand, if he 
does furniſh the ſoldiers quartered upon him 
with proviſions ; for it is plain he cannot de- 
mand, at leaſt he connot recover, more than a 
groat a day; becauſe the pay-maſter can ſtop 
no more of a ſoldier's pay on that account ; 
and how the victualler can otherwiſe recover 
it, I believe no lawyer, nor even a conjurer 
can tell. The only queſtion therefore is, whe- 
ther an inn. keeper or victualler be obliged to 
furniſh the ſoldiers quartered upon them with 
proviſions; and this, I think, admits of as lit- 
tle doubt as the other. He certainly 1s not 
obliged to do ſo, by any expreſs words in the 
mutiny bill paſſed laſt year. By a clauſe in 
that bill, as well as many former, the inn- 
keeper 1s obliged to receive the ſoldiers quar- 
tered upon him: He muſt let them into his 
houſe : He muſt not ſhut his doors againſt 
them ; but this is all he is obliged to do by 
that law : Even his furniſhing them with beds, 
is by that law left, as it ſhould be, depending 
upon his courteſy; and hitherto it has pro- 
duced no diſpute, nor have the ſoldiers been 
left unaccommodated, except in a few very 
extraordinary caſes, which can afford no foun- 


6 dation for any alteration in the law. 
1 Both 
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« Both the inſtances that have been mentioned, 
« are of this kind. The diſpute at Wakefield I 
am far from being ſurprized at; I am ſurpri- 
« zed, Sir, there were not ſuch diſputes laſt win- 
« ter all over the whole kingdom. It was cruel 
to oblige inn-keepers to furniſh hay and ſtraw 


to the ſoldiers horſes, at the rate of ſix-pence 


« per diem, when hay and ſtraw bore ſuch mon- 
« ſtrous prices; nay, when their own cattle were 
« perhaps dying for want. The juſtices were in 


the right to allow eight-pence. Can it be ſaid, 


that a trooper or dragoon could not afford 
« eight-pence for his horſe, at a time when there 
vas ſuch a ſcarcity of all ſorts of fodder? 
Why may not a trooper or dragoon live upon 
« four-pence as well as a foot ſoldier? Suppoſe 
© he allowed eight-pence for his horſe, he had 
* four-pence a day for himſelf ; and with that, 
© or with the worſe fare for himſelf, he ſhould 
© have been content; eſpecially as he knew, the 
« ſcarcity of fodder could not be of a very long 
© continuance. | | 
The affair at Ledbury too, Sir, was a caſe 
of a very extraordinary nature. The people 
there did not like at that time to have any ſol- 
* diers among them, or at leaſt not ſo many of 
* them; becauſe they thought themſelves op- 
* preſſed, and knew that the ſoldiers were ſent 
there, to prevent their taking their own way 
for freeing themſelves from that oppreſſion. 
© I do not ſay it was wrong to ſend ſoldiers 
* there, or to ſend ſuch a number of them ; be- 
* cauſe, whether the people were oppreſſed or 
* no, they had taken a very wrong method to 
free themſelves from that oppreſſion. They 
© had choſen a riotous and tumultuous way of 
doing it; and a gentleman in the neighbour- 


hood, who had acted the part of a bold and 


* worthy magiſtrate, . had not only been inſulted 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 141. 
by the mob, but was in danger of being mur- 
* dered by them. The people in that neigh- 
bourhood had behaved in a moſt riotous and 
obſtinate manner upon that occaſion ; but 
ſurely the obſtinacy of the people in a parti 
cular corner, and upon a particular occaſion, 
is not to be pleaded as a reaſon for oppreſſing 
the whole kingdom. 5 | 
* The few diſputes that have happened, Sir, 
in ſuch a long courſe of years, between the 
ſoldiers and the people where they are quar- 
* tered, is a much ſtronger reaſon for continuing 
© the law as it is. The harmony between the 
* ſoldiers and the people may hitherto be ſaid to 
© have been general: But do not let us depend, 
Sir, upon the continuance of this harmony, if 
* we ſhould begin to keep up a greater number 
of troops, or even if we ſhould continue to 
© keep up the ſame number for many years to 
* come. The people muſt always ſuffer many 
* hardſhips by the quartering of ſoldiers, and 
* theſe hardſhips muſt increaſe or diminiſh in 
proportion as we increaſe or diminiſh our ſtand- 
ing army. The people have for many years 
expected a diminution of our army, and con- 
ſequently a diminution of the hardſhips they 
© ſuffer from thence. They have every year 
© hoped it would be the laſt, and that the next 
year would put an end to moſt of the hard- 
< ſhips they ſuffered on account of our army. 
< However ſharp-ſighted our miniſters and par- 
© hament-men have been, in ſeeing thoſe dan- 
gers, which have all along been pretended as 
the reaſon for keeping up ſuch a numerous 
© ſtanding army, the people could perceive none 
of theſe dangers, or at leaſt they ſuppoſed, 
that ſuch tremendous proſpects would not re- 
gularly preſent themſelves to view every ſuc- 
ceeding winter, and this confirmed _ in 
| | © their 
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« their annual hopes, that next ſeſſion of Parlia- 
ment would reduce the army, and that our re- 
« gular troops would at laſt come really to be, 
«* what they are every year ſuppoſed to be by 
Parliament, nothing but guards and gariſons, 
* which would of courſe free all thoſe who do 
not live in the purlieus of a gariſon, or the 
ſunſhine of a court, from the burden of quar- 
« tering ſoldiers. 5 
But, Sir, the people have been ſo long diſ- 
appointed in theſe expectations, that is to be 
feared, they will ſoon grow deſperate. They 
will deſpair of ever ſeeing themſelves relieved 
from the hardſhips they groan under, with re- 
ſpect to the army. The ſuſpicion will become 
general, that ſuch a numerous army is not kept 
up to protect us againſt foreign dangers, or be- 
cauſe it is neceſſary for the juſt ends of govern- 
ment, but becauſe it is neceſſary for ſupporting 
and enforcing the weak or oppreſſive meaſures 
of an adminiſtration. In this caſe, every corner 
of the kingdom will become a Ledbury: The 
* ſoldiers will become every where hateful to the 
people, and the people will become deſpicable 
in the eyes of the ſoldiers. There will then be 
no courteſy, no harmony between the ſoldiers 
and the perſons upon whom they are quarter d. 
The latter will furniſh nothing to their un- 
* welcome gueſts, but what they are in the ut- 7 
moſt ſtrictneſs of law obliged to furniſh; and 
every ſoldier will exact with the utmoſt rigour, 
* whatever he thinks himſelf entitled to by law. 
This will of courſe occaſion many broils between 
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the PINE and the ſoldiers, and may at laſt 
occaſion an inſurrection; which will probably 
end in a total reduction of the army, or in the 
eſtabliſhment of a military government. ' 
* This conſequence, I ſay, Sir, is to be appre- 
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* hended even from the army you have now on 
; * foot, and from the laws you have now in force, i 
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© with regard to the quartering of ſoldiers; but 
if by new laws you increaſe the demands of the 
* ſoldier upon his quarters, and at the ſame time 
© oblige the perſons upon whom he is quarter'd 
* to anſwer thoſe demands, the approach of this 
* fatal conſequence will be very much accelerated. 


II ſay, Sir, if by any new law you increaſe the 


demands of the ſoldier; for whatever gentlemen 


may think, the ſoldier's demands upon his quar- 
< ters will be very much increaſed by what is now 
3 At preſent he does not think, that 
is landlord 1s obliged to furniſh him with diet 
and ſmall beer at the rate of a groat a day, 


© and therefore he deſires no better fare than may 


5 


be furniſhed at that price; but if you oblige 
© the landlord to furniſh the ſoldier with diet 
© and ſmall beer for a groat a day, the ſoldier 
* will infiſt upon much better proviſions, and 

perhaps a greater quantity too, than what he 
now chearfully accepts of. The immediate 
© conſequence of this will be, that a great many 
© of our inn-keepers. and other publick Houſes 
© will give over that bufineſs, and betake them- 
© ſelves to ſome other way of living. This 
* will increaſe the burden upon thoſe that conti- 
© nue in the buſineſs, which will ſoon make ma- 
ny of them follow the ſame courſe; ſo that at 
© laſt you may not have, in many laces, a ſuffi- 
* cient number of publick-houſes, for receiving a 

party of ſoldiers upon their march; and the 
* conſequence of this is, that they muſt either lic 
in the fields, or be 3 d upon private 
© houſes. The former they would not ſubmit 
to, the latter I dread to think of, and therefore 
Jam againft the clauſe propoſed. ; 


Upon this Sir William Yonge. ſtood VP. a- 


. and ſpoke in ſubſtance thus. 


Sir, When I opened this affair to you, and 
GS © gave PO” reaſons” for the clauſe I took 108 li- 
on 0 rty 


c 
= 


A. 1941. 


iy 


berty to offer, I tolg you, that the cafe had 
been lately rendered doubtful, by ſome peo- 


« ples refuſing to furniſh the ſoldiers quartered 
upon them, with diet and ſmall beer, or indeed 
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with any thing elſe; and that upon this a law- 
ſuit was intended to be commenced, in order 


Þ have this queſtion determined. If there had 


been any expreſs words in the law for obliging 
inn-keepers and others to furniſh the ſoldiers 
quartered upon them, with diet and ſmall beer, 
at the rate of a groat a day, no ſuch doubt 
could ever have ariſen, no man would have 
been ſo mad as to have refuſed it, when the 
expreſs words of the law appeared againſt him, 


nor would there have been any neceſfity to 
have troubled you with a new clauie upon this 


occaſion. But will the honourable | nn 
ſay, that nothing is ever comprehended within 
the meaning and intention of a law, tho* not 
declared in expreſs words? Thns is the very 
caſe now before us: The queſtion that has ari- 
ſen, 1s not upon the expreſs words, but upon 
the meaning and intention of 'the law; and if 


there was ever any obligation created or eſtab- 


liſhed by inference from the meaning and in- 
tention of a law, I think, there is, from the 
meaning and intention of this law, a plain ob- 
ligation laid upon inn-keepers and others, to 
furniſh the ſoldiers quartered upon them, with 
a convenient lodging, at leaſt with as conve- 
nient a lodging as they can afford, and with 


neceſſary proviſions; that is to fay, diet and 
ſmall beer, at ſuch a rate as ſhall be appointed. 
by the juſtices, not exceeding a groat a day. 

This, Sir, is my opinion, and in this opinion I 


am ſupported, not only by the opinion of ſeve- 
ral eminent lawyers, but alſo by as 


any law. 


K 2 in 


plain infe- 
rences as were ever in this world drawn from 
any | This, I think, will appear evident, 
if we will but ſeriouſly conſider the two clauſes 
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in the laſt mutiny act, which relate to this quel- . 
tion. The firſt ſays, * That ſoldiers quarter'd 
<« as aforeſaid, ſhall be receiv'd by the owners of 
« inns, and other houſes, in which they are al- 
< lowed to be quarter'd by that act; and ſhall 
6x pay ſuch reaſonable prices as ſhall be appointed 
from time to time by the juſtices: Amd 

* then, by the ſame clauſe, the juſtices are im- 


'< power d and requir'd to ſet and appoint rea- 


* ſonable rates forall neceſſary, proviſions for ſuch 
© ſoldiers. Now, Sir, if the law did not intend 
to oblige the inn-keeper to furniſh the ſoldiers 
« with neceſſary. proviſions, for what end was the 
< juſtice obliged to interfere? If the inn-keeper 
< was to agree to furniſh the ſoldier with neceſſa- 
ry proviſions, he would not certainly agree, 
* unleſs the ſoldier, on his part. agreed to pay 
him ſuch prices as he inſiſted on; and, if they 
two agree Bees He what had the juſtice to do 
in the affair, or why ſhould the law oblige 
him to interpoſe? Nay, his interpoſition would 
* ſignify nothing; for if the inn- Keeper agreed 
< to take leſs than the rate appointed by the juſ- 
« tices,. they could not prevent his taking leſs; 
and if the ſoldier agreed to pay more, they could 
not prevent his paying it. Therefore, from the 
© law's requiring the juſtices to interpoſe, I think 
it is eyident, that it meant to oblige the inn- 
: keeper to furniſh the ſoldiers quarter'd upon 
him, with neceſſary proviſions ; becauſe, other- 
« wile, the greateſt part of this. clauſe would be 
* moſt impertinent and uſeleſs. 0 
555 The other clauſe, Sir, which relates to this 
«queſtion, i is that which 1s intended for ſecuring 
the inn-keeper's payment; and here I muſt 
c obſerve, that Ong the chief deſigns of this law, 
as appears from the very title, is to provide effec- 
* tually for paying the quarters of the army; and 
, How does it e ? By enadting, „That the 
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pay-maſter, when he receives the ſoldiers pay, 
ſhall give notice to all inn-keepers and others 


to bring in their accounts; and that he ſhall 


accept of, and immediately pay thoſe accounts, 
before any part of the ſubſiſtence be diſtributed 
to the ſoldiers; but with this proviſo, that ſuch 
accounts ſhall not exceed 44. per diem for a 
foot ſoldier's diet and ſmall beer.“ Can we ſup- 
poſe that a law chiefly intended for ſecuring 
the payment of the army's quarters, would have 
had ſuch a proviſo, if it had intended, either that 
the inn-keeper ſhould have liberty to charge 
more, or that the juſtices ſhould have a power 
to appoint a higher rate for that article. To 


ſuppoſe ſo is, I think, ſuppoſing the law- 


makers to have been guilty of a very great 
abſurdity. But the contrary is, in my opinion, 
very evident. They wiſely conſider'd the ut- 
moſt a ſoldier could allow for diet and ſmall 


beer; and they reſtrained both the inn-keeper 


and juſtice from exceeding that ſum. The 
inn-keeper muſt therefore take care to provide 
ſuch diet and ſmall beer for his ſoldier, as may 
be afforded for that price; and this the ſoldier 
muſt be ſatisfied with, becauſe he can pay for 
no better. 

* Thus, Sir, as to the queſtion's being with- 
out any doubt, I agree with the honourable 
gentleman that ſpoke laſt; and yet, he and 1 
differ very widely in our opinion. He thinks 
it is the negative ſide of the queſtion that is 


certain and without any doubt, and I think it 


is the affirmative. I think, that by a plain infe- 
rence from, tho* not by any expreſs words in 
the law, the inn-keeper 1s certainly obliged to 
furniſh the ſoldier quarter*'d upon him with diet 
and ſmall beer, at a groat a day; and he 
thinks that neither From the words nor the 
meaning of the law, the inn-keeper can be 
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obliged to furniſh the ſoldier with diet and 
* {mall beer, at that or any other price; but that 
* if he does furniſh him, he can recover no 
more than a groat a day. I ſhall not there- 
fore ſay it is a doubt, becauſe that word ſeerns 
to offend, but it is a difference in opinion that 
makes the clauſe I have offer'd neceſſary; and 
as we have now the opportunity before us, I 
think we ought to determine that difference, 
and prevent the expence of a law- ſuit, both to 
the publick and to the private perſons that 
may be concerned. As, we are now appriſed 
of this difference in opinion, about the mean- 
ing of ſome of the clauſes in the former law, 
I think, it would be a neglect of duty in us to 
revive that law, withont determining that dif. 
5 ference ; for, I am ſure, we ought not, know- 
© ing, to make a law that muſt create a law-ſuit, 
and there is nothing more apt to occaſion dif- 
*- putes, and even broils between the ſoldiers and 
< the people upon whom they are quarter'd, than 
© their differing in opinion about their reſpective 
rights. | | 
I am ſo well convinced, Sir, of the inconve- 
niencies and dangers that may enſue, from lea- 
* ving this difference in opinion ſubſiſting, 
that I ſhould rather chuſe to have it expreſsly 
declared, that inn-keepers ſhall not be oblig'd 


. 


to furniſh the ſoldiers quarter'd upon them with 


diet and ſmall beer, than to have it remain in 
the uncertainty it is at preſent. But if you 
* ſhould determine the queſtion in this way, I 
am perſuaded no inn-keeper, victualler, or other 
perſon, upon whom ſoldiers are uſually quar- 
ter'd, would furniſh them with proviſions at the 
rates which they are able to pay. The juſtices 
« appointing a certain rate for proviſions would 
* in that caſe ſignify nothing; becauſe, if the 
* inn-keeper did not like the rate appointed 05 

| , | the 
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the juſtices, he would furniſh no proviſions : : 
The 93 2 muſt provide for himſelf; and this 
might be render'd impoſſible by a combination 
among the tradeſmen and inhabitants of a 

country town, which combination would, very 
probably, be enter' d into in all country towns, 
and even in cities, that do not like to have any 
ſoldiers among them. There is, therefore, I 
think, a neceſſity for obliging ſame ſort of 
people or other to furniſh the ſoldiers with ne- 
ceſſary proviſions; and none are ſo proper to 


be laid under this obligation as the perſons up- 


on whom they are quarter'd. 

* Then, Sir, with regard to what the ſoldier i is 
to pay for diet and ſmall beer, you may ſettle 
it at what you will, or not ſettle it all if you 
pleaſe; but I am very ſure, a ſoldier cannot pay 
above a groat a day for diet and ſmall beer, be- 
cauſe the ſubſiſtence money actually paid him by 
the government, never, or but very ſeldom, ex- 
ceeds that ſum : A common ſoldier has, indeed, 
ſixpence a day allowed him; but then, the 5 
ductions made for cloathing, for ſtockings, ſhoes, 
ſhaving, and other incidents, reduces his pay 


to very little above a groat a day for his ſub- 


ſiſtence. This, therefore, is the higheſt he can 


give for diet and ſmall beer; and as a houſe- 


keeper may always provide for a ſingle man 


lodged in his houſe, at a cheaper rate than ſuch 


ſingle man can provide for himſelf, I am con- 
vinc'd, there is not, at preſent, a place in Eugiana, 


where a houſe-keeper may not furniſh a ſoldier 


lodg'd in his houſe with diet and ſmall beer, 
at leſs than a groat a day. In times of ſcar- 
city, tis true, it may be difficult to furniſh him 
with diet and ſmall beer, at a groat a day; but 
at ſuch times, the ſoldier muſt take up with the 
worſe fare; and as they very ſeldom happen, 
they cannot be made a foundation for any eſta- 
büchd regulation. A famine may, indeed, 
K 4 a « ariſe 
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ariſe in the land: Such a ſcarcity of proviſions 
of all kinds may happen, as to render it im- 
poſſible for a ſoldier to ſubſiſt upon a groat a 
day; but if any ſuch calamity ſhould happen 
in the country, and ſhould continue for any 
time, it would be abſolutely neceſſary for the 
government, to make a temporary addition to 
* the ſoldiers pay; for it is not to be expected, 
© that a body of men with arms in their hands, 
will allow themſelves to ſtarve. You muſt en- 


'© able them to e a ſubſiſtence: If you do 


© not, they will take it by force. You muſt pro- 


Lide for them by law: If you do not, they 
* will provide for themſelves againſt law. If 

© you oblige the owners of houſes where ſol- 
diers are "quarter'd, to furniſh them with diet 
* and (ſmall beer at a groat a day, it may in a 
time of ſcarcity, in ſome places, be a loſs to 
© the owners of ſuch houſes; but that loſs, I 
hope, will never be general, or of any long 
£ continuance, and conſequently can never be ſo 
great as to come within the notice of the law, 
for de minimis non curat lex. 


I ſhall grant, Sir, that if ſuch a ſcarcity as 


this were to be of any long continuance, and no 
additional pay given to the ſoldiers, in order to 
enable and oblige them to make an additional 


© allowance to their landlords for diet and ſmall 


beer, it would force many of our publick-houſes 
to give over their bufineſs, becauſe the loſs they 


had ſuſtained would diſable them from continu- 


ing it; but an inn-keeper, alchouſe-keeper, or 
+ victualler's being at a ſmall loſs for a week or 
two in a year, or for a month or two in ſeven, 
by being obliged to furniſh the ſoldiers quartered 
upon him with diet and ſmall beer, will never 
force him to give over his buſineſs, even though 


our army were much more numerous than it is; 


nor will his being ſo obliged, occaſion any broils 
K 8 him and the * : becauſe, 2 they 
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< ſhould not reſt ſatisfied with ſuch fare as he may 
« afford them for a groat a day, and ſhould, on 
that account, be uncivil and troubleſome in their 
« quarters, he may have an eaſy remedy, without 
« any expence, by complaining to the command- 


ing officer, who muſt, in order to recommend 


« himſelf to the government, be always ready to 
hear ſuch complaints, and to give redreſs by 
_ « puniſhing the ſoldier when he deſerves it. 


From this conſideration it is, Sir, that if any 


« thing is, by law, to be left to courteſy and civi- 
« lity, it ought, I think, to be left to the courteſy 
« and civility of the ſoldier rather than his land- 
lord; becauſe the former may, by martial law, 
be puniſhed for want of courteſy or civility, but 
© ] know no law by which the latter can; and, 

from experience we find, we have leſs reaſon to 
« accuſe ſoldiers of want of civility, than we have 

to accuſe their landlords; which may be owing 
to this very reaſon, that the officers are always 

at hand, and have a power to puniſh ſoldiers for 
any rude behaviour in their quarters, whereas, 
the perſons upon whom they are quartered, are 

liable to no ſuch check. In the affair at Yake- 

« field, if it had not been for a moſt ſeaſonable 

and prudent interpoſition of the commanding 

officer, a moſt. dangerous tumult might have 

* enſued; for the townſmen had exaſperated the 

* ſoldiers to ſuch a degree, that it was with the 

* utmoſt difficulty the commanding officer pre- 

* vented their coming to blows; and, if he had 

* not had a great deal of prudence, as well as 

great authority over the men under his com- 
© mand, he could not have reſtrained them from 
5 revenging themſelves upon ſome of thoſe per- 
* ſons that had uſed them ſo ill. I ſhall, there- 
* fore, never be afraid of putting it in the power 
of ſoldiers, to demand from their landlords what 
is neceſſary for their ſubſiſtence, at ſuch 1 as 
| * they 
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* they can afford to pay; but I am extremely a- 


fraid of putting it in the power of thoſe perſons 


upon whom ſoldiers are quartered, to make it 


impoſſible for them to ſubſiſt; which will, 1 


think, be the caſe, if you do not agree to ſome 
* ſuch regulation as I have propoſed. 


The honourable gentleman ſays, the caſes that | 


* have been mentioned are of an extraordinary 
nature, and ought not, therefore, to be made a 
* foundation for altering the law. Sir, the caſe of 
© Wakefield, and the caſe of Ledbury, are not the 
* only two caſes that might be mention'd : In ma- 
* ny other places, as well as there, the inn-keepers 
and alehouſe-keepers have refuſed to furniſh the 
© ſoldiers with diet and ſmall beer, or with fire 
and the neceſſary utenſils for dreſſing their own 
< proviſions; and now the queſtion 1s ſtarted, | 
make no doubt, but that in a ſhort time the ſol- 
* diers will meet with the ſame refuſal in every 
corner of the three kingdoms. It was never 
« queſtioned, till very lately, but that an inn-keeper 


or victualler was obliged to furniſh the ſoldiers 
« quartered upon him with diet and ſmall beer, at 


* tuch rates as the juſtices ſhould appoint, not 
« exceeding a groat a day; but of late they have 
been by ſome lawyers adviſed, that they are not 
< obliged by law to do fo; and therefore we may 
< expect, that from henceforth, none of them will 


_ * furniſh the ſoldiers quartered on them with diet 


or {mall beer, or with firing, falt, or any kitchen 
< utenſil for dreſſing the proviſions they buy for 
< themſelves, which, in my opinion, will make it 
« impoſſible for the ſoldiers to ſubſiſt, eſpecially 
* when they are upon a march from one part of 
* the kingdom to another; and the neceſſary con- 
s (equence of this will, I think, be a mutiny in 
the army, which I dread much more than any 
danger that can ariſe from obliging inn-keepers 
and others, to furniſh the ſoldiers quartered up- 


on 
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don them, with diet and ſmall beer, at ſuch rea- 
ſonable rates as the juſtices ſhall appoint, not 
« exceeding a groat a day. : 

I ] hall admit, Sir, that it is a little unequal, 
and will be a ſort of hardſhip upon the owners 


« of publick-houſes, to oblige them to furniſh ſol- 


« diers with diet and ſmall beer at a groat a day, 
© when proviſions are dear; and yet, to leave it in 
the power of the ſoldier to furniſh himſelf, or 
in the power of the juſtices to make the owners 
of ſuch houſes take leſs, when proviſions are 
cheap; this, I ſay, I ſhall admit to be a hard- 
« ſhip, becauſe in times of plenty the owners of 
« ſuch houſes can have no opportunity to repair 
« the loſs they ſuffered in times of ſcarcity. But, 
Sir, it is a harcxhip arifing from publick neceſſi- 
ty, and muſt therefofe be ſubmitted to. Is not 
the quartering of ſoldiers a hardſhip as well as 
this? And yet no ſcruple has ever been made to 
ſubject the owters of publick-houſes peculiarly 
« to this hardſhip. It is a leſs hardſhip upon them, 


than it would be upon any other part of the 


people; and as their buſineſs is more profitable 
© and eaſy, than moſt other ſorts of employments, 
* which people of an inferior degree uſually betake 
« themſelves to, the Parliament wiſely, and [ 
think, juſtly too, reſolved, that they alone 
« ſhould bear this burden, as often as publick ne- 
* ceſſities ſhould require. The inequality, there- 
fore, of this burden or tax, if you pleaſe to call 
it ſo, is not to be complain'd of; and if the 
* quartering of ſoldiers were made a handle of for 


© opprefling any city, borough, or co tion in 
the kingdom, eſpecially for the ſake of influen- 


* cing elections, I make no doubt, but that we 
* ſhould ſoon hear a complaint of it in this houſe, 
* and upon that complaint I as little doubt, that 
the authors of ſuch oppreſſion would meet with 
* condign puniſhment, | 
| ; Thus, 
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140 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
Thus, Sir, as I ſee no dangers that can accrue 
< from the clauſe I have offered; as I apprehend 
many inconveniencies, and even danger too, 
from the law's being left as it is, I muſt ſtill 
© hope to ſee what I have taken the liberty to of. 
< fer, or ſome clauſe to the ſame effect, made a 
part of the bill now under your conſideration.” 


The next that ſpoke was Edward Harley, Eſq; 
now Earl of Oxford, whoſe ſpeech was to the fol. 
lowing effet. EPL 


Mr. Haris Sir, The obſcurity and uncertainty of the law 
— now under our conſideration, proceeds from a 
very natural cauſe, a cauſe which renders all 
laws obſcure, that are intended by the promoters 
to incroach upon the rights, liberties, and privi- 
leges of the people. By the laws of England, 
ever ſince we had ſuch a thing as an eſtabliſhed 
conſtitution, a man's houſe is reckoned his caf- 
tle; no ſtranger, no civil officer is to enter into 
it without his conſent, unleſs he has committed, 
or is ſuſpected to have committed ſome crime. 
This was the privilege which every Engliſhman 
anciently enjoy*d; but taxes and ſtanding armies 
have now deprived moſt of the ſubjects of Eng- 
land of this valuable privilege; and in all the 
laws that have been made for this purpoſe we 
may obſerve an obſcurity, which by degrees only 
has been clearec up. At firſt the promoters and 
contrivers were cautious, left the friends of liber- 
ty ſhould perceive the extent of their defign; 
and in the bills they propoſed, they expreſs d 
themſelves obſcurely, that afterwards, in the ex- 
ecution, they might by interpretation extend the 
efficacy of the law: This raiſed doubts and diſ- 
< putes, and theſe have generally been cleared up 
by new or more extenſive incroachments upon 


* the liberties of the people. 
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FTheſe gradual incroachments, Sir, are in no 
« caſe more apparent than in what relates to the 
law now under our conſideration. When this 
« projet of quartering ſoldiers upon publick- 
« houſes, without the conſent of the owners, was 
« firſt thought of, it would have ſounded very 
harſh in the ears of an Engliſbman, to have ſeen 
a clauſe inſerted, for compelling the owners, 
even of ſuch houſes, to receive ſuch gueſts, 
whether they would or no. The projectors were 


Aa 


« clauſe for giving liberty, not a power, to conſta- 
© bles and chief magiſtrates to quarter ſoldiers u 

on ſuch houſes, and they faid they deſired this 
liberty, only for ſoldiers upon a march, and for 
« the firſt night of their arrival in the places ap- 
© pointed for their reſidence. They were forced 
to ſuppoſe, that the owners of ſuch . houſes 
would willingly receive ſuch ſoldiers as were 
* quartered upon them by the civil magiſtrate, 
but this ſuppoſition they took care not to have 
* expreſſed in the law itſelf; becauſe, if it had been 
« expreſſed in the law, it would then have plainly 


appeared, that there was only a liberty, which 


vas all they then ſeemed to aſk, granted to the 
© civil magiſtrate, to quarter or billet ſoldiers upon 
* publick-houſes, but that he had no power to 
* compel ſuch houſes to receive them. This was 
to be left to cuſtom, becauſe they knew, that 
few private men would like to diſpute the power 
* of their magiſtrates; and if any ſuch diſpute 
* ſhould ariſe, the projectors truſted to their being 
* able to get it explained in their favour by ſome 
* new clauſe. Accordingly, Sir, when the diſpute 
* or queſtion was ſtarted, whether the owner of a 
* publick-houſe was obliged to receive the ſoldiers 
* quartered upon him by the civil magiſtrate, they 
dat laſt got that clauſe inſerted, which has ſince 
* ſtood-in all mutiny bills, whereby it is enacted, 

9 £ 0 „That 


therefore obliged to content themſelves with a 
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& That the owners of ſuch houſes ſhall receive 
< the ſoldiers ſo quartered upon them.” + 
Thus, Sir, that which was at firſt defired as a 
< liberty only, has ſince been converted into a 
power; and that liberty or power which was at 
< firſt defired to be temporary only, that is to ſay, 
to quarter ſoldiers for one or more nights in their 
© marching, and for the firſt night only in places 
appointed for their refidence, has been fince 


made perpetual, by a very ſm̃all and impercepti- 


© hle alteration in the words of the clauſe. When 


< this liberty or power of quartering ſoldiers upon 


2 publick-houſes, without the conſent of.the own- 
© er, was firſt aſked, the Parliament would have 


© been amazed if it had been expreſsly aſked, that 


© ſoldiers ſhould always be neceſſary inmates in 
© publick-honſes, that'they ſhould always have a 
lodging at free coſt, even in the places appointed 
for their refidence: Such a propoſal the Parlia- 


© ment would then certainly have rejected with 


© diſdain. This the projectors were ſenſible of, 
and therefore they aſk*d only for one or more 
© nights upon a march, and for the firſt night only 
after their arrival at the place appointed for their 
reſidence; but as they had the drawing up of 
the bill, and were reſolved, if poſſible, to extend 
it farther than was then defired, they took care 
that this reſtriction ſhould not be inſerted in ex. 
preſs' words, or in the proper place, but brought 
in, as it were by head and ſhoulders, at the end 
of that clauſe which requires the juſtices to ap- 
point rates for proviſions. 8 

By this means, Sir, our ſtanding army projec- 
« tors at firft obtained a liberty to quarter ſoldiers, 
by the interpoſition of the civil magiſtrate, upon 
publick-houſes, for one or more nights upon 


a a „ 


their march, and for the firſt night only in places 


appointed for their reſidence; and a foundation 
© for a temporary lodging at free coft, being thus 


« laid, 
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laid, when the mutiny act was revived in the 
« firſt year of the late Queen Anne, our army pro- 
jectors took care to lay a better foundation for 
rendering this temporary privilege perpetual, by 


requiring juſtices to a t ſuch reaſonable rates 
for all neceſſary proviſions for ſuch officers and 


« ſoldiers, for one or more nights in their march- 


ing through their cities, towns, and villages, as 
+ ſhall be appointed for their reſidence or quarters. 


In this form this clauſe continued for ſeveral 


years; but at laſt it began to be conceived in 


theſe words, And the juſtices of the peace 
« aforeſaid are hereby impowered and required to 
e ſet and appoint ſuch reaſonable rates for all ne- 
« ceffary proviſions, for one or more nights, in 
the ſeveral places which ſoldiers ſhall come to 
in their march, or which ſhall be appointed for 
their refidence and quarters;” in which words, 
© or words to this effect, the clauſe has ſtood ever 
© fince. This, as appears, is but a very ſmall va- 
* riation from the clauſe as it ſtood at firſt; and, 
I am perſuaded, it was imperceptibly introduced, 
* that is to ſay, without being taken notice of by 
* thoſe who were the true and fincere friends of 
the people, and of the liberties of their country. 
The misfortune is, that thoſe who are for keeping 
auß ſtanding armies, have generally the drawing 
© up of ſuch bills; and this makes it eaſy for them 
to introduce, imperceptibly, very material and 
dangerous variations, when they are not moſt 
« ſtrictly look'd after. ; | a 
But this, Sir, is not the only misfortune: 
They have not only the drawing up of the bills, 
but they have the execution of them after they 
are paſſed into laws; and in the execution they 
* put that interpretation upon them that beſt ſuits 
* their own purpoſes, in which they are encouraged 
* by a backwardneſs, too common among private 
* men, to contend with the government about the 
« interpre- 
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< interpretation. of a law, which probably was 
made obſcure, on purpoſe to enable thoſe intruſt- 
< ed with the executive power to carry it farther 


than was eyer dreamed of, or would have been 
approved of by a majority of thoſe intruſted 
with the legiſlative. Thus, though our army 


« gentlemen had for ſeveral years no power, and 


for many years no expreſs power, to quarter ſol- 
diers in the places appointed for their reſidence, 


except for the firſt night only after their arrival 


there, yet they introduced the cuſtom of quar- 
__ © tering ſoldiers even in places appointed for their 


« reſidence, and during the whole time of their 


reſidence; fo that the quartering of ſoldiers, in- 


< ſtead of being a temporary, became a perpetual 


burden upon the publick-houſes in Meſtminſter, 


© and many. other parts of the kingdom. And 
this cuſtom being once introduced, they at laſt 
© got aà ſort of legal authority for it, by getting a 
© clauſe inſerted in the mutiny bill paſſed the 7th 
of the late Queen, whereby it was enacted, 


„That the conſtables in Heſtminſter and places 


ce adjacent, ſhould billet ſoldiers of the foot guards 


Lin ſuch houſes only as by the act are limited, in 
and about the city of Meſtminſter; except the 
city of London. But this of quartering ſoldiers 
in the places appointed for, and during the whole 


< time of their reſidence, was deemed to be ſuch a 
* grievance; that in the firſt year of the late King, 
and by the firſt mutiny bill paſſed in his reign, 
© a clauſe was inſerted, by which it was enacted, 
That nothing in that act ſhould. extend to com- 
<« pel the quartering of any foot ſoldiers in Eng- 
<« land, unleſs: within ten miles of his Majeſtys 
<« uſual reſidence, or the place where he ſhould be 
4 preſent, or in ſome gariſon where ſufficient bar- 
& racks were not provided, or upon their marches; 
and that in ſuch marches no perſons ſhould be 
3 Sgnde tiromrins bs {one bcc nr obliged 
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e obliged to quarter them above fix days at a 
« time.” | | 


„ 
= 
> 
o 
5 
o 
o 
o 
l . 
0 
« 
0 
o 
o 
* 
o 
o 
« 
. 
. 
\ 
5 
6 
C 


a MW A oa 3A aA „ „ © = a 


I have the more fully opened this affair to 
you, Sir, becauſe when the preſent war is over, 
which, I fear, will not be ſoon, unleſs we pur- 
ſue it with more vigour than we have done hi- 
therto, or put an end to it by an inglorious 
peace: I fay, Sir, when the preſent war is over, 
I hope we ſhall embrace the opportunity of re- 
turning, as near as poſſible, to our ancient con- 
ſtitution. We may think it neceſſary to keep up 
ſome regular troops in time of peace; but I can 
ſee no occaſion we have for a mutiny bill, unleſs 
when we are actually engaged in war. We kept 
up ſome. regular troops even in the peaceable 
part of King William's reign, and thoſe troops, 
ſo far as I could ever hear, were kept in good 
enough order without any mutiny bill; for from 
the 1oth of April 1698, to the 20th of Februa- 


* 7y 1701, when a war with France and Spain be- 


gan to be thought unavoidable, we had no mu- 
tiny act ſubſiſting in this ey e and I ſhall 


always be againſt having any ſuch law ſubſiſting, 


except when abſolutely neceſſary; becauſe I do 
not like to make ſlaves of thoſe in time of peace, 

to whom we are to truſt our honour and our 
defence in time of war. O71 
* Having thus given you my ſentiments about 
the time for which ſoldiers may or ought to be 
quartered, before I come to the very point now 
in agree I ſhall beg leave to explain a little 
farther, how, and by what degrees the owners 
of publick-houſes were compelled to receive the 
ſoldiers quartered upon them by the civil magi- 
ſtrate. 1 have already taken notice, that when 
the quartering of ſoldiers upon ſuch houſes was 
firſt aſk*d for, it was aſk*d for as a liberty only, 
not as a power. The conſtables-and magiſtrates 
were not impowered and required, it is ſaid only, 
Vor. XXI. ; that 
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that they may quarter and billet officers and ſol- 
diers upon inns and other publick-houſes: Nay, 
© the conſtables and magiſtrates might have refuſed 
« ſo to do: There was no law for puniſhing them 
for ſuch refuſal, till the firſt year of his late Ma- 
© jeſty's reign, when a new clauſe was inſerted for 
« that purpoſe. And as to the owners of publick- 
© houſes, they were for many years left entirely at 
© liberty, whether they ſhould receive the ſoldiers 
* ſo quartered upon them; for I know of no hw 
that ſo much as ſeemed to oblige them to do ſo, 
+ till the tenth of the late Queen Aune, and then 
this compulſatory clauſe was introduced but in a 


+ partial manner; for in that law a new clauſe was 


introduced, by which it was enacted, That if 
<< any perſon ſhould be aggrieved by a conſtable's 
«« billeting in his houſe a greater number of ſol- 
„ diers than he ought to bear in proportion to 
his neighbours, upon comphint to a juſtice of 


peace, that juſtice was to relieve him, by order- 


<« ing ſo many of the ſoldiers to be removed, and 

% quartered upon ſome other perſons, who ſhall 

<< be obliged to receive them accordingly.” 
This, I ſay, Sir, is the firſt clauſe I can find, 


nin any of our mutiny acts, that ſeems to oblige 


* awners of publick-houſes to receive any of the 
* ſoldiers ſo quarter*d upon them; but this founda- 
tion being once laid, a pretence has from thence 
been taken, to infert ſome new and general 


Words in all our mutiny bills of late years, by 
Which it is enacted, That the officers and ſol- 
* diers ſo quartered and billeted as aforeſaid, ſhall 


<< be received by the owners of the inns and other 
<<. publick-houſes;” and it is remarkable, that theſe 


Words, which make ſo great an alteration in our 


law, were not formed into a clauſe by them- 
* ſelves, but were, as I may ſay, ſtoln into the 
beginning of that clauſe, which enacts, That 
<< the ſoldiers ſhall pay reaſonable prices for the 

9 pro- 


« proviſions furniſhed them by the owners of the 


« houſes, where they are quartered.” 
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* You may now ſee, Sir, by what ſlow, what 
hidden, and what imperceptible degrees our 


mutiny act is arrived to its preſent maturity and 


perfection; and now I muſt ſay, the finiſhing 
touch ſeems to be deſigned. Finiſhing I may 
call it, Sir, in a double ſenſe; it will be the 
finiſhing” touch to this bill, and T am afraid, 
the finiſhing blow to the liberties of our coun- 
try. Our ſoldiers, which I am forry for, and 
which we may come heartily to repent of, if 
we ſhould ever have occaſion for their courage; 


our ſoldiers, I fay, have long been made ſlaves 


by this bill; and now, the owners of all the 
publick-houſes in the kingdom are to be made 
the ſlaves of thoſe ſlaves : For this will be the 
caſe, if we ſhould by an expreſs law oblige the 


owners of ſuch houſes to furnith . the ſoldiers 


quartered upon them, with diet and ſmall beer, 
whether they will, nay whether they can, or no. 
Sir, it is, in my opinion, of very little ſig- 
nification to the preſent queſtion, whether this 
was or was not the meaning of all or any of the 
mutiny bills we have paſſed into laws. I am 


very ſure, I never thought it was; and if it 


were determined to be ſo, by the decree of any 
court of judicature in England, I ſhould be for 
our taking the firſt opportunity to alter the law 
in this reſpect. But when we talk of the mean- 
ing and intention of ſuch laws, we ought to 
diſtinguiſh between the meaning and intention 
of thoſe that were the chief promoters of them, 
and the meaning and intention of thoſe who 
only gave their conſent” to the paſſing of them, 
As to the former, I make no queſtion, but it 
was their meaning and intention to oblige the 
owners of publick-houſes to furniſh the ſoldiers 


* with all neceſſary proviſions, tho* they durſt 


Ls 2 | © not 


147 


148 


4 


E a A a „ 


PARLIAMENTARY A.1741, 
© not declare their intention in expreſs words, 
© becauſe it would have either thrown out their 
bill, or have occaſioned the inſerting of ſome 
expreſs words againſt what they intended: 
They therefore choſe to draw up their bill in a 
dubious ſort of expreſſion, that after they had 
got it paſſed into Jaw, they might make the 
moſt of it in the execution; and, indeed, they 
made ſo good an uſe of their power in the exe- 
cution, that the owners of moſt publick-houſes 
did agree to what they deſireed. 
* Bur in this, Sir, they were at firſt very much 
< favoured by the circumſtances of the times; 
© becauſe the nation being at that time engaged 


a 


in a heavy and expenſive war againſt France, 


the Revolution in its infancy, and our publick 
© credit far from being ſo well eſtabliſhed as it 
has been ſince; our government was often very 
© ſhort of money, and very dilatory in their pay- 
« xhents to the army, eſpecially to thoſe regiments 

that remained within .the kingdom, who were 
© ſometimes for ſeveral months together without 


© receiving any pay; and when our ſoldiers had 


© no money to-purchaſe proviſions for themſelves, 
it became neceſſary to have them provided for 


by thoſe upon whom they were quartered. It 


vwas, therefore, the publick neceſſity, that made 
© the owners of publick-houſes ſubmit to the fur- 
* niſhing the ſoldiers with diet and ſmall beer, 
and not any conſciouſneſs of their being obliged 
by law to do ſo; and for the ſame reaſon, the 
© Parliament at that time connived at the inter- 
pretation put upon the mutiny act by thoſe that 
had been the promoters of it: Nay, in the 


& year 1695, the Parliament agreed to a clauſe, 


* which ſeem'd to confirm this interpretation; for 
it was then enacted, © That no inn- holder or 


«* other perſon ſhould, during the continuance of 
that act, be oblig'd to provide meat or other 


2 « victuals 
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<« victuals for any ſoldiers, legally quartered on 
them, except in their march only, if they 
ſhould: give or tender to each horſeman 64. per 
diem, for his ſubſiftence in meat only, and to 
every dragoon and foot-ſoldier 4.4. per diem for 
the ſame, beſides candle and the uſe of his fire 
for dreſſing his meat; and by another clauſe 

in the ſame act it was provided, That inn- 

„ holders and others ſhould furniſh, for every 
* ſoldier lawfully quartered upon them, lodging, 
« ſmall beer, and candle, with the uſe of fire to 
« dreſs his meat by, and hay, and ſtraw for his 
« horſes, at the rate of 6d. per diem, for ſmall 
« beer, fire, candle, and hay and ſtraw to a light 
« horſeman, and 5d. per diem to a dragoon.” 
But one may eaſily ſee, that theſe clauſes pro- 
*.ceeded from the neceſſities the publick was that 
year reduced to, by reaſon of the clipp'd mo- 

_ © ney having been called in to be recoined but 

the year before, and by reaſon of the vaſt ex- 
pence this nation was at in ſupporting the war, 
which laid them under a neceſſity of paying 8 per 
Cent. for money borrowed in that year; and this 
obliged the Parliament to conſent to this harſh 
and unequal method of providing for the im- 
mediate ſubſiſtence of the troops. 

I 'am, therefore, very well convinced, Sir, 
that 1t was never. the intention of the majority 
in Parliament, to ſubject the owners of publick- 
houſes to the unequal and heavy burden of be- 
ing obliged to furniſn the ſoldiers quartered 

upon them, with diet and ſmall beer, at a 
groat, or any other rate, per diem; and, I be- 
lieve, no lawyer will ſay, that a man can be 
ſubjected to a penalty, or obligation, by infe- 
rence from any words in a law that can admit of 
another interpretation. But whether or no the 
majority of Parliament have been drawn in to 

do what they did not intend, as I am no _— 
TO. 33 EF / 
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© I ſhall not pretend to determine. I muſt 
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© be, at leaſt, doubtful in my opinion; and I 


have a very good authority for being ſo; for 
in the affair at Ledbury, a very great lawyer, 
and one of the judges upon the aſſizes then 
holding there, I mean Judge Comyns, was aſked 
his opinion upon this very queſtion, and he de- 
clared himſelf to be doubtful. | 
The argument, Sir, which has been drawn 
from the clauſe requiring juſtices to ſettle the 
price of proviſions, is of yery little force ; for 
I do not think the juſtices had from thence any 
power to preſcribe how much a ſoldier ſhould 
eat, or to order that his landlord ſhould furniſh 
him with as much as he could eat for a groat, 
or at any leſſer rate per diem: They were only 
to appoint and aſcertain the prices of all neceſ- 
ſary proviſions, ſuch as bread, ſmall beer, beef, 
mutton, butter, cheeſe, and the like, accord- 
ing to the market rates, at that time, and in 
that place; and this appointment of theirs, 
neither was, nor could be ſuppoſed to take 
place, but in caſes where the ſoldier and his 
landlord could not agree between themſelves, 
Their interpaſition was deſigned only, and 
could be deſigned for nothing elſe than to pre- 
vent diſputes between ſoldiers and the perſons 
upon whom they were quartered. And, ſurely, 
it would have been a very lame proviſion for 
paying, duly and juſtly, the quarters of the 
army, if the law had obliged an inn-keeper to 
furniſh every ſoldier with as much as he could 
eat, and of what ſort of proviſions he pleaſed 
to inſiſt on, without allowing him any more 
than a groat a day, even in the deareſt times, 
and for the beſt ſort of proviſions. 3 
* Totell us, Sir, that the inn-keeper will always 
meet with redreſs from the commanding officer, 
in cafe a ſoldier inſiſts upon too much, or * 
| de- 


Ave DEVATES: 
delicate fare, becauſe the officer will thereby 
© recommend himſelf to the government, is ſome- 
thing very ſtrange, becauſe it may, in many 
caſes, be directly otherwiſe : A regiment or two 
may be ſent to correct an unruly county, city, 
or borough : A private hint may be given to 
the commanding officer, that this is the deſign 
of ſending him there, and this deſign may be 
communicated to the ſoldiers. Muſt we not, 
in this caſe, ſuppoſe, that the ſoldiers will make 
the moſt rigorous uſe of every right granted 
them by law? Can we ſuppoſe, that the com- 
manding officer will be ready to hear or redreſs 
the complaints of the inhabitants? If he is, I 
am ſure, we cannot ſuppoſe, he will thereby 
recommend himſelf to the government. Such 
a caſe as this, Sir, may certainly happen; and 
we are not to ſuppoſe, that no ſuch caſe ever 
did happen, becauſe no ſuch complaint has ever 
been brought to Parliament. It is impoſſible, 
Sir, to prove the fact upon which ſuch a com- 
plaint muſt be grounded. The true cauſe of 
ſending a regiment to quarter upon a borough, 
may be ſuſpected : It may be almoſt certainly 
gueſſed at; but miniſters have ſo many reaſons 
or pretences to alledge, for ſending one ot more 
regiments to any part of the kingdom, that it 
is impoſſible to prove, they had no other reaſon 
but that of the borough's having ſent two diſ- 
agreeable faces to this aſſembly. 3 

* But ſuppoſe, Sir, that no ſuch caſe could 
ever happen; and ſuppoſe that the officers of 
the army ſhould always be ready to hear and 
redreſs every juſt complaint againſt the ſoldiers, 
OT ſoldier, under their command; tho" I 
have a very good opinion of the juſtice, ho- 
nour, and impartiality of the preſent officers of 
our army, yet, I ſhall never agree to a regula- 
tion that renders any part of the people liable 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
to be oppreſſed by the ſoldiers, without any re- 
lief but from the commanding officer. I do 
not think, that the eſtabliſhing of this regula- 
tion can be preſumed to have been the intention 
of any Parliament of Great Britain, unleſs we. 
at the ſame time, ſuppoſe, that the majority of 
the Parliament conſiſted of officers of the army, 
which 1s not to be ſuppoſed of any Britiſb Par- 
liament hitherto; tho” I do not know what may 
be the caſe hereafter, if a bill ſeveral times pro- 
poſed without ſucceſs, ſhould never meet with 
a better fate than it has done. If this, indeed, 
ſhould happen, we may expect to ſee ſuch a 
clauſe as this approved of, and another clauſe, 
which 1s the only one I can at preſent think of, 
that is wanting to make this bill a compleat 
ſyſtem of ſlavery: I mean a clauſe for ſubject- 


ing publick-houſes to ſevere penalties, if they 


do not furniſh the ſoldiers quartered upon them, 
with convenient lodging and all neceſſary pro- 
viſions. FOE: | 

Such aclauſe as this, I ſay, Sir, ſeems to be 
wanting; and if we agree to the clauſe now 
offered, I ſhall expect to ſee ſuch a one as this 
offered in the very next ſeſſion of Parliament; 
for your obliging inn-keepers to receive ſoldiers, 
and to furniſh. them with diet and ſmall beer, 
will not ſignify much, unleſs you ſubje& them 
to penalties, or impower the ſoldiers to make 
diſtreſs and ſale of their goods, if they do not. 
I mention this, Sir, to ſhew you what this 
ſuperlative care of the army muſt, at laſt, drive 
you to; but what muſt be the conſequence? In 
a little time you'll have no inns, ale-houſes, or 
other public k- houſes in the kingdom; at leaſt, 
not near ſufficient for quartering your army; 
and then you muſt. quarter your ſoldiers upon 
private houſes, or build barracks for them. 
The latter, 1 confeſs, I ſhould rather e 5 
r ; 15 « x 0 
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< tho? I think the certain conſequence of it would, 
« at laſt, be a military government; becauſe it 
+ would, in a ſhort time, render our army a ſort 
of diftint people. Whilſt our ſoldiers are 
« quartered in the publick-houſes up and down 
the country, it preſerves a correſpondence and 
an intimacy between them and the people: 
They often contract friendſhips together, which 
« preſerves in the army a regard for the people, and 
makes them look upon themfelves as nothing 
more than fellow ſubjects; but, if they ſhould 
once come to be lodged in barracks, ſeparate 
and diſtinct by themſelves, they would ſoon 
begin to look upon themſelves as ſole maſters: 
They would then break off all correſpondence 
with, and loſe all regard for the people; and 
* would be the ſame, in every reſpect, with fo- 
* reign troops. They would conſider nothing bur 
their pay and preferment in the army, and 
* would be ready to obey the moſt illegal orders 
* that could be given them by their commander 
* in chief; the conſequence of which would be, 
the eſtabliſhment of a military government. 

* Thefe, Sir, are conſequences. that are moſt 
juſtly to be dreaded from your agreeing to what 
is now. propoſed ; but, on the other hand; what 
1s the conſequence we are threatned with ? I am 
really ſurpriſed to hear it mentioned in this 
Houſe : It is ſaid, if you do not agree to ſome 
ſuch clauſe as this, the army will mutiny. What, 
Sir, will the army mutiny, if you refuſe them 
a liberty to oppreſs the people? When I hear 
this houſe threatned with ſuch a conſequence, 1 
* muſt ſay, it is high time for us to think of re- 
* ducing our army, or of ſending them where 
they ought to. have been ſent long ago, abroad 
to fight-our enemies, where they may gain both 
* honour and wealth to themſelves, and at the 
ſame time vindicate the honour of their cpun- 
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try. It is a common failing of weak minds, 
and ſometimes of weak miniſters too, Sir, to 
avoid leſſer evils by running themſelves into 
greater, and rather than expoſe themſelves to a 
ſmall immediate danger, to run headlong into 
a danger which 1s much greater, but a little 
more remote: I wiſh this may not lately have 
been our caſe, with regard to foreign affairs; 1 
am ſure it would be our caſe with reſpect to 
domeſtick, if, for fear of a mutiny in the army, 
we ſhould give them a legal title to oppreſs the 
people, which would be the confequence of our 


agreeing to the clauſe propoſed, and therefore 
I muſt declare againſt it.“ | 


The next ſpeech we ſhall give was that made 


by Henry Pelham, Eſq; the purport of which was 
as follows, viz. ' : 


Sir, I was heartily ſorry when I heard, that 
any doubt or diſpute had ariſen, about the at- 
fair you have now under your conſideration. I 
foreſaw, that the diſcuſſion would be attended 
with great inconveniencies, and that it would 
have been much better, if the queſtion had ne- 
ver been ſtarted. Whilſt the inn-keeper thought 
he was obliged to furniſh the ſoldier with diet 
and ſmall beer, and the ſoldier doubted if he 
was, it made both of them live eaſily with one 
another: The inn-keeper provided for the ſol- 
dier the beſt he could afford for the money, 
becauſe he thought himſelf obliged to do fo; 
and the ſoldier often contented himſelf with 
the worſe fare, rather than be obliged to take 
the trouble of providing for himſelf. But 
now the queſtion is ſtarted, and eſpecially as 
the opinion begins generally to prevail, that 
no inn-keeper, or other perſon, upon whom ſol- 
diers may be lawfully quartered, is obliged to 


F furniſh the ſoldiers with any fort — 
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I confeſs, I thought it would be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to put an end to the diſpute by ſome 
« ſuch clauſe as my honourable friend has propo- 
«ſed. However, I muſt ſay, I now wiſh it had 
not been propoſed, or the doubt ſo much as 
mentioned in this houſe, becauſe the clauſe 


« ſeems to give f the cauſe hu great appre- 


* henſions ; and if the-clauſe ſhould be rejected, 
* it will be interpreted by the whole nation, as 
* the opinion of this houſe, that inn-keepers and 
others are not obliged to furniſh any diet or 
* ſmall beer for the ſoldiers quartered upon them. 
I ſhall not take up your time, Sir, with giv- 
ing you my reaſons, why I think otherwiſe ; 
* for as I do not pretend to be learned in the 
* law, I cannot preſume, that my opinion will 
have any weight, or that my reaſons will be 
« ſatisfactory : And, indeed, I think it below 
the dignity of this houſe to conſider the point 
in this light, becauſe, if the law were wrong, 
it our buſineſs to rectify it; and if it ſhould be 
+ law, but is not, it is our buſineſs to make it 
5 ſo. We are therefore to conſider, whether it 1} 8 
be in Trſelf right or wrong, that inn-keepers, 1 
* and others, upon whom ſoldiers may be law- | 
* fully quartered, ſhould be obliged to furniſh 
the ſoldiers ſo quartered upon them, with diet 
* and ſmall beer, at a groat a day, or ſuch leſſer 
rate as they ſhall agree on. In my opinion, it 
is right it ſhould be ſo, and I have one very 
* ſtrong argument in my favour, which is almoſt 
* forty years experience. Whatever the mean- 
* ing of the law may be, it 1s very certain, that 
* ever ſince the firſt mutiny act was paſſed, 
* which 1s thirty nine years ago, the opinion has 
* generally prevailed, that the owners of publick 
* houſes were obliged to furniſh the ſoldiers 
_ * quartered upon them, with diet and ſmall beer: 
his, I fay, has been the general opinion till. 
| Las WE 


CD — 


very lately, and the law, in this ſenſe, has 
time, it has never produced any inconvenien- 


ever met with any oppreſſion or exaction from 
the ſoldiers quartered upon them, but what 
=__ . was redreſſed by the officers, as ſoon as they 
—_ ' .. ci 557 EY 
—_  : The law therefore, Sir, during the time it 
—_ ' © has been interpreted in this ſenſe, has produced 
© no bad effect; but if it ſhould be interpreted 
< otherwiſe, as it will be, if you reject this clauſe, 
© God knows, what ill effects it may produce. 
No inn-keeper, or other perſon, upon whom 
© ſoldiers may be lawfully quartered, will think 
< himſelf obliged to furniſh any thing for the 
< ſoldiers, even when they are upon a march; 
and conſequently, no inn-keeper will furniſh 
any thing, unleſs they agree to pay the prices 
he pleaſes to demand. The juſtices may ap- 
point prices, but what will that ſignify, if no 
man be obliged to furniſh or ſell to the ſoldier 
at that price? The march of a regiment, troop, 
or company, will occaſion a market or election- 
day at every country town they paſs through: 
© The prices of all manner of proviſions will riſe 
© to double what they are upon ordinary occa- 
< ſjons; and if the ſoldiers will not, or cannot, 
bo 
* 
c ; 
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which will be truly the caſe, pay thoſe prices, 
no man will ſell them any thing. Sir, it is 
eaſy to ſee what this muſt produce: The ſol- 
diers will not ſtarve in a country where there 1s 
plenty; it is unreaſonable to expect they ſhould; 
and if they cannot pay the prices demanded, 
they will take what they want at their own 
price, perhaps without paying any price, be- 
cauſe the crime will, in ſtrict law, be the ſame: 
They will break open doors to come at it, or 
to ſearch for it; and if ſuch a body of men 

. 5 « ſhould 
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been generally complied with. In all that 


cies, nor can the owners of ſuch houſes ſay they 
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ſhould once begin to think themſelves criminal 
in the eye of the law, they will naturally and 
of courſe begin to think of deſtroying that law, 
which would deſtroy them ; N. as they 
« will expect, and in ſuch a caſe might, proba- 
bly, meet with the ſupport of the whole army. 
FTheſe effects, Sir, are certainly to be appre- 
© hended, becauſe, I think, they are the natural 
« conſequences of your altering the law in this 
« reſpect. I call it altering the law, becauſe, if 
© it was not law, it has at leaſt been underſtood 
© to be law for almoſt forty years paſt. If this 
vas really the implied, tho' not expreſſed mean- 
ing of the law, ſurely no great inconvenience 
can ariſe from your making the law more ex- 
« plicit: If this was not the implied meaning of 
© the law, I think, you ought now to make it 
the expreſſed meaning of the law, becaufe the 
« publick ſafety requires it. Some method muſt 
© be taken to provide for the ſoldiers : They muſt 
live, and they muſt live upon a groat day; be- 
* cauſe they have no more to give. They muſt 
© have neceſſary proviſions at the prices they are 
able to pay for them, and they muſt have them 
© at or about the places where they are quartered, 
© becauſe, according to the rules of diſcipline in 
the army, they cannot go elſewhere to ſeek for 
them. If you oblige the owners of publick- 
© houſes to furniſh neceſſary proviſions for the 
* ſoldiers quartered upon them, at the prices the 
* ſoldiers are able to pay, for at thoſe prices they 
muſt furniſh or not at all, you only make them 
* a ſort of purveyors for the army, which has 
never been thought a bad employment: They 
* will generally have ſome days notice of a regi- 
ment, troop, or company's coming to be quar- 
* tered upon them, and will take care to provide 
© ſome days beforehand, when the markets ate 
cheap, or they will ſend to the market-town — 
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PaxLIAM EN TA RY A 1741. 
the neighbourhood where they can buy cheapeſt. 
They will always have many opportunities, and 


a cheaper rate than they can provide for them- 
ſelves; and ſince they may ſo eaſily, and ſo 
certainly, provide for the ſoldiers quartered upon 
them, at ſuch prices as the ſoldiers are able to 
ay, I cannot think there would be any great 
4d in obliging them to do ſo. 
The dangers from thence arifing, and which 
have been ſet in ſo terrible a light by ſome gen- 


mere bugbears, created by the imagination only. 
It will very rarely happen, eſpecially in places 
at any diſtance from London, that a ſoldier may 
not be plentifully furniſhed at the rate of a 
groat a day; and if any ſoldier ſhould inſiſt 
upon a greater quantity of victuals, or upon 
more delicate fare, than can be furniſhed at that 
price, he will not only be deſpiſed by his com- 
panions, but puniſhed by his officer; for hitherto 
in the army, and, I hope, it will always be ſo, 
there is nothing reckoned more diſhonourable 
and deſpicable than for a ſoldier to be trouble- 
ſome and uneaſy in his quarters, without any 
juſt cauſe; from whence, I believe, it would 
be a very dangerous project to ſend ſoldiers to 
quarter in a city or borough, with a private hint 
to be as oppreſſive as poſſible in their reſpective 
< quarters, in order to puniſh ſuch city or borough 
© on account of an election. Thank God! the 
* ſoldiers of our army would as yet deſpiſe ſuch 


hints, and thoſe that gave them: They would 


think themfelves obliged in honour to diſcover 
the authors of ſuch treaſonable practices againſt 
the conſtitution of their country; and therefore, 
upon a complaint, it would be very eaſy for 
this houſe to find out and puniſh the authors: 


| © Nay, as we are not tied down to the rules of 
N C eyvl- 


many methods of providing for the ſoldiers, at 


tlemen in this debate, are, in my opinion, Sir, 
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« evidence in VMeſtminſter-Hall, we might very pro- | 


« bably, by proper ſifting, come at the prime and 
original author, 

« For theſe reaſons, Sir, I muſt think, that the 
« dangers pretended to ariſe from our obliging the 


« owners of 1 ach to furniſh diet and 
0 


ſmall beer for the foldiers quartered upon them, 
are all imaginary ; but the dangers ariſing from 
© our leaving the ſoldiers of our army unprovided 
for, and often without a poſfibility of providing 
for themſelves, are far from being ſo. Theſe 
« dangers therefore muſt be guarded againſt: I 


* ſhould be glad to find ſome other expedient for 


© avoiding thefe dangers ; but if no other can be 
found, we muſt take what is now propoſed. It 
is the buſineſs of every gentleman here, when 
any difficulty or danger occurs, to think of, and 
* contrive fuch expedients as may be moſt effec- 
* tual and moſt ſafe for his country; and yet there 
are fome gentlemen in this houſe, who ſeem ta 
* behave in a very different manner: They are. 
* always ftarting objections againſt, and preſaging 
* dangers from every expedient they hear propo- 
* fed, but never offer any propoſal, any remedy 
© or prevention, of their own. As theſe gentle- 
men ſeem to have a mighty fruitful invention, 
* I wiſh they would apply it to the caſe now be- 
* fore us: I wifh they would propoſe ſome other 
* expedient for preventing the evil we are at pre- 
* ſent threatned with. If they do, I promiſe 
them, I ſhall give it a candid and impartial ex- 
* amination,z and if IT think it more effectual or 
more fafe than what is now propoſed, I ſhall 
certainly give it the preference.” 


The next that ſpoke was Alexander Hume Camp- 
bell, Eſq; whoſe ſpeech was to this effect: | 


159 


Sir, I ſhall not pretend to tell you what is Me. Con. 
now the law, with regard to the quartering of 


the 
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© ſoldiers. I have carefully read over the act 
now ſubſiſting for that purpoſe; but I muſt 
confeſs, I am a little doubtful in my opinion, 
and J have no reaſon to be aſham'd of ſaying 
ſo, after ſo great a lawyer, as Judge Comyns, de- 
clared himſelf doubtful, as an honourable gen- 
tleman has been pleaſed to inform us. I have 
a very great regard for the two learned gentle- 
men, who have given their opinions upon the 
queſtion ; but as I am converſant among law- 
yers, I have known lawyers give opinions in this 
houſe, which were contrary to the opinion of 
the moſt noted of the profeſſion; and there- 
fore, the opinions that have been given, can be 
no authority for declaring what is the law at 
ſent. | 

The honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, 
Sir, has told us, that whatever may be the 
meaning of the law, it has for near forty years 

aſt been a prevailing opinion, that the owners 
of publick-houſes were by law obliged to furniſh 
the ſoldiers quarter d upon them, with diet and 
ſmall beer. That this, Sir, has been the gene- 
ral practice, may be true; I believe the owners 


this is no proof of its having been the general 
opinion, that they were by law obliged to do ſo. 
A man will ſubmit to a ſmall hardſhip, rather 
than conteſt a doubtful point in law; but when 
that hardſhip becomes grievous, he thinks it 
worth his while to conteſt it, rather than ſub- 
mit to it any longer. The doubt that has been 
lately ſtarted, does not, therefore, proceed from 
peoples having alter'd their opinion, but from 
your having kept up ſuch a numerous army 
for ſuch a number of years. The people grew 
at leaſt tir*d of ſubmitting to a hardſhip, which 
they doubted if they were obliged to ſubmit to, 


of ſuch houſes have generally done ſo ; but 


; and 
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and which, PR of being remov'd or light- 
« en'd, they found to be growing almoſt every 
« year more heavy than it was before. 
This, Sir, is the true reaſon of the doubt that 
haas been lately ſtarted, in relation to the furniſh- 
ing of ſoldiers with diet and ſmall beer, or with 
hay and ſtraw for their horſes, at the prices al- 
low'd by the government; and we have now 
«* ſuch a very great number of land forces within 
the kingdom, that I am not at all ſurpriz d at 
the people's being generally reſoly'd to have 
this queſtion determined one way or other. 
What uſe was deſign'd, or what uſe will be 
made of this great land army, I ſhall not pre- 
tend to gueſs; but I am afraid; no uſe, at leaſt 
no military uſe, will be made of them. As 
we are in courſe to have next ſummer a new 
Parliament choſen, the great augmentation we 
have made, and the expenſive manner in which 
we have made that augmentation, gives occa- 
ſion to very ugly ſuſpicions. People know what 
an uſe may be made of commiſſions for officers 
* ta ſerve in the army, with regard to elections 
for members to ſerve in Parliament: A com- 
* miſſion, or the promife of a commiſſion in the 


* army, may engage a man and his friends to vote 


* for a weak or wicked miniſter, who would 
otherwiſe moſt. certainly vote againſt him: The 
terrors of having a regiment of foot, or a regi- 
ment of dragoons ſent to quarter upon a bo- 
rough, may engage the magiſtrates, ſome of 
whom are often inn-keepers, to vote for à 
court candidate, whoſe face they had never 
the pleaſure to behold, in oppoſition to the 
moſt hoſpitable and honeſt unn in their 
neighbourhood. | 

* Theſe, Sir, are ſome of hes illegal WY that 
may be made of an army; and everyillegal uſe 
that can be made of an army, will receive new 
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© ſtrength from the amendment now propoſed, 
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If you lay inn-keepers, and other owners of 
publick-houſes, under a legal obligation to fur- 


niſh the ſoldiers with neceſſary proviſions for 
themſelves and horſes, at certain rates to be 
appointed by-law, as you cannot aſcertain ei- 
ther the quantity or the kind of ſuch provi- 
ſions, the owners of ſuch houſes will never be 
able to ſatisfy the ſoldiers quarter'd upon them. 
The ſoldier will inſiſt upon having more for a 
groat, than the inn-keeper can buy for ſix- 


pence, which, it muſt be allowed, would be 


a very great oppreſſion upon the latter: And 
how is he to be reliev'd? Why by the civility 
and good-nature of the commanding officer. 
Sir, the officer may be good-natur'd and hu- 
mane, I believe many of them are ſo; but it is 
hardly poſſible to prevent a man's being a little 
partial to one of his own cloth; and there- 
fore, I muſt: think, a law for ſubjecting the 
people to ſuch an oppreſſion, without any other 
remedy, could neither be called good-natur'd 
nor humane: eſpecially if we confider, that when 
a regiment is ſent to correct an obſtinate bo- 
rough or county, the commanding officer, with- 
out ſo much as a hint, will know, that his 


preferment depends upon his giving no ear to 


4 


the complaints of the inhabitants. 

Our paſſing ſuch a law as this, at this time, 
will therefore very much increaſe thoſe ſuſpi- 
cions that have been already raiſed by the aug- 
mentation we have lately made to our army, and 


the expenſive manner in which that augmenta- 


tion has been made; and in theſe ſuſpicions moſt 
people will be confirm'd, if the greateſt part 
of our army is not very ſoon ſent out of the 
kingdom, to carry on with vigour the war 


we are now engag' d in. If any thing like this 


be deſign'd, we have no occaſion for altering 
12 5 V or 


A. 1741. JJ„ͤ . 
or explaining the law; becauſe the people will 
then have but few ſoldiers quarter d upon them, 
and will therefore continue to do, as they 
have done for almoſt forty years paſt. The 
owners of publick-houſes will continue to fur- 
niſh the ſoldiers with neceſſary proviſions, 
when the ſoldier contents himſelf with ſuch 
proviſions, as his landlord can furniſh at the 
price allowed by the government: Nay, they 
will -furniſh the ſoldiers, I believe, with better 
roviſions, and with more good-will, than the 
8 done for twenty years 1 for when a 
part of the army is employ'd in fighting vic- 
toriouſly, as I hope they will, againſt the ene- 
mies of their country, the name of a, ſoldier 
will then again begin to be reſpected and be- 
lov'd by the people. | : 5 
This, Sir, will be the conſequence of ſending 
great part of our army abroad to fight againſt 
the enemies of their country, inſtead of keep- 
ing them at home to oppreſs the people, and 
influence the next general elections. But really, 
Sir, the propoſition now made to us gives me 
ſome — 85 to apprehend, that there is not ſo 
much as a deſign to ſend any great part of our 
army abroad; and this makes me the more un- 
willing to agree to what the honourable gen- 
tlemen has been pleaſed to propoſe; for if 
ſuch a number of regular forces be kept within 
the kingdom, but = a few years, and ſuch a 
law as is now propoſed kept in force, the num- 
ber of publick-houſes will decreaſe ſo much, 
that it will be impoſſible to find quarters for 
the army in ſuch houſes, and this will of courſe 
make barracks abſolutely neceflary, which 
will ſoon put an end to our happy conſtitu- 
tion. We muſt always have in this kingdom a 
great number. of travellers upon our publick 
* roads : If we had no trade, which may be the 
M 2 | con- 
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* conſequence of our late meaſures, if not ſoon 


© alter'd, yet the very nature of our conſtitution 
* occaſions a greater number of travellers in this 
* kingdom, than in any neighbouring country: 


The members both of this and the other houſe 


* of Parliament muſt be accommodated with 
* lodgings and ſtabling, in their journies to 
and from Parliament; but how ſhall they be 
* accommodated, if every inn they come to, be 
full of ſoldiers? Will they lie in the ſtreets 


© to make room for a Lord or member of Parlia- 


ment? Will they be commonly civil to any 
traveller that comes to hamper them in their 
* quarters? On the contrary, they do not always 
<'behave in the moſt civil manner to travellers, 
even of the firſt rank; for lately at Northallerton 
they ſerzed.on and carried off a reverend Pre- 
* late's dinner, upon pretence, that. the landlord 
had not provided ſufficiently for them. What 
< redreſs the reverend Pre late met with, or whe- 
ther he applied for any, I do not know; but 
he could not recover his dinner; and this ſhews, 
what inconventencies we, as well as other tra- 


£ yellers, may be put to, if all the inns of any 


„little town we may come to upon the road, 
© ſhould be fo cram*d with ſoldiers, as not to be 
able to furniſh accommodation or entertainment 
for any traveller. ä 

I ſhall grant, Sir, that whilſt we keep ſuch a 
numerous army within the kingdom, and conti- 
nue the modern French practice of having ſome 


* 


part of that army always marching and counter- 


.* marching from one end of the kingdom to the 
other, under pretence of what is called changing 
of gariſons: I fay, whilſt we do ſo, the ſoldiers 
may often be under great difficulties with regard 
Ito proviſions, both upon their march, and in 
their ſettled quarters, unleſs we oblige their quar- 
ters to furniſh them at ſuch prices, as they can 
+ afford to pay; but the moſt proper expedient for 
-1109 * + avoiding 
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avoiding this inconvenience, is, in my opinion, 


very obvious, which is, to ſend the greateſt part 


of your army againſt the enemy in time of war, 
and never to keep a greater number of troops 
within the kingdom, than are abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry for the juſt ends of government. I will un- 
dertake, that when the people know, that any 
part of your army is marching through the 
kingdom, in order to go and fight the enemies 
of their country, they will freely and voluntari- 
ly furniſh the ſoldiers with every thing neceffary 
upon their march; but they are ſenſible of what 
is meant by changing of gariſons, which in ab- 
ſolute governments is intended chiefly to prevent 


the ſoldiers from acquiring any ſort of attach- 


ment to the people amongſt whom they live, 
and to make them look upon themſelves, as a 


body of men quite diſtinct from the people, I 


cannot fay, amongſt whom they live, but a- 
mongſt whom they ſojourn; and therefore, the 


people of this kingdom moſt reaſonably com- 


plain, and reſent their being oppreſſed or incom- 
moded with the marching or counter-marchin 

of regular troops, when they know, or at jeaff 
imagine it to be intended for ſuch a dangerous 
and arbitrary purpoſe. Togo 
Having thus, Sir, mentioned one expedient, 
and I think the only proper expedient, for pre- 
venting the inconvenience complained of, I. hope 
the honourable gentleman will not hereafter ſay, 
that there are any gentlemen in this houſe, who 
are always ſtarting objections againſt every ex- 
pedient they hear propoſed, but never offer any 
remedy or prevention of their own. Gentlemen 
have reaſon to object againſt remedies that are 
apparently worſe than the diſeaſe, eſpecially 
when the true remedy is obvious; but as I am 
ſuſpicious, that the remedy I have now, offered, 


will not be approved of by our chief ſtate phyſi- 
5 Es 
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« cians, and am for ſeeing any remedy applied ra- 
ther than that now propoſed, I muſt obſerve, 


that another remedy has already been mentioned 
in this debate, which I think leſs oppreſſive than 
what is now propoſed, and which I the rather 


£ approve of, becauſe it was made uſe of ſoon af- 


. 


55 the Revolution. As that was a time, Sir, 


vhich I highly approve of, I am for going as 


near it as poſſible, and therefore, if we muſt 


keep up ſuch a numerous ſtanding army as we 
have at preſent, and muſt keep them all at home 


too, I am for doing ſomething like what was 
done in the year 1696-7. In that year, as an 


honourable gentleman has already told us, a 


clauſe was inſerted in the mutiny act, by which 


it was provided, that no inn-holder ſhould be 


obliged to provide victuals for any ſoldier, if he 
ſhould give him a groat a day, beſides candle 


and the uſe of his fire for dreſſing his meat. As 


our army is now regularly paid, we have no oc- 
cafion for. obliging the inn-holders to advance 
any money to the ſoldiers quartered upon them, 


büt if there be now an abſolute neceſſity for any 
thing like what is now propoſed, I think we 


ought to give an option to inn-holders, either to 
provide victuals for ſuch ſoldiers, at the rate of 
a groat a day, or otherwiſe to furniſh them with 
lodging, cangle, utenſils for dreſſing their meat, 


and the uſe of their fire, for nothing. 


Even this, Sir, will be a very great hardſhip 
upon the owners of our publick-houſes; but, I 
think, it will be a leſs hardſhip than that of ſub- 
jecting them to the arbitrary demands of the ſol- 


diers quartered N for what they may 
| 


be pleaſed to call neceſſary proviſions. How 


this expedient will do, or whether it may appear 


to be ſufficient for removing the evil complained 


of, I do not know; but as it is a matter of the 
"apo importance, I think, neter ths, no 


any 
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any other expedient ought to be raſhly gone in- 


to; for which reaſon, I think, we ought to take 
« ſome days to conſider of it, and for that purpoſe 
to adjourn the committee, There is no neceſlity 
for immediately commencing a law ſuit, in order 
to determine the queſtion lately ſtarted upon this 
ſubject. If the neceſſity for this determination 
cannot be removed, by a diminution of our ar- 
my, I hope, we ſhall in this houſe fall upon 
«. ſome method for determining the queſtion, with- 
out ſending it into Weſtminſter-ball; for though 
] belong to Weſtminſter-ball, yet I ſhall always 
© be againſt people's being brought there for deci- 
ding any queſtion. I wiſh they were not ſo apt 
to come there, as I find they are: It might be a 
* loſs to me, but it would be a gain to the nation; 


* and I ſhall never deſire to increaſe my profits at 


the expence of my country. 


Thomas Winnington, Eſq; ſtood up next, and 
ſpoke in ſubſtance thus. | | 


Mr. Speaker, 


165 


Sir, We are now about reviving an expiring Mr. Eis- 
© law: The meaning of that law, as it ſtands at ch. 


« preſent, appears to be doubtful, as has been ac- 
* knowledged by moſt gentlemen who have ſpoke 
in this debate. Can it admit of a diſpute, whe- 
ther we ought to remove that doubt, by ſome 
© explanatory words in the bill now before us? 
_ © Would it not be a moſt egregious ſoleciſm for a 
* legiſlative aſſembly to ena&t a law which they 
* know to be doubtful? Let us confider, what a 
number of law ſuits may be occaſioned before 
this time twelvemonth. You cannot, at leaft 
you ought not, I think, to make a law with a 
* retroſpe&, and therefore you cannot put an end 
* to theſe law ſuits, by any new law to be paſſed 
* a year hence. Though you are the makers, yet 
you are not by our conſtitution the interpreters 


M 4 of 


ſpecch. 


1 
iy : 


s 


r SACS r r 95 
L r.. ef Wo EASY, GT ²˙ Q e 19 


— — 5. 
— « 
33 
r 
n E 
—_ 


= - . — * %* a — W* - 
* 1 
5 * „2540 Eft : * 
7777 
xa: rw et REES 
f * = * FT = ES 4, 


8 5 
*E 

1 # : 
, + 

. 1 
1 

$58 - 

K 1 

: 4 

i - 

* % 
. 142 
4 
{ 2+ 
9 
* * 
0 
i p32 
. : "bs 
3 4 - 
1883 
F- FILES 
- 1 

17 

* 

* 

* * 
484 
3 
24. 
[£7 1 
4 T 
7 s 
5 
£8 

1 
. 
* 
1 
1 
13 Gl 
L 24 
1 jj 
1 
1 
4 * 
1 
1 
£ 4 
V 
RV 
. 
>. 
11 
7 
141 
5% » BY 
Ui. 
* 8 
1 
3" 
. «4 
| (3 
— 1 
+ * 
1 4 
5 
. 
© int 
910 
1 
$40"; 
Lt 
$444 
1 . 
3: 
al 
4.7 
[1 
1.9 
** : 
7 Y 
1 
Wh 
* 

33 
1 
wy 
- Fs 

1 * 
1 il 1 
I. 
b "i 
4 
a . 
> : 
35. i 

[ 

4 *# 

11 4 
:; 
* vi . 
1M 
-'E 
* Ir 
4 
1 
= 
1:4] 
11 ? 
1 3 
* i} * 
2 

1 
Li 3 F 
© EY 
5 7 
WES 

[ 3 
U * E 
[ #4 

N - BY 
1 . 2 
_ . 3 * { 
- fu 

by __ 

= 09 

M +4 7 

* —_ 

_— 
- A 
* 

_ F 1 5 
3 
1 
__ 
1 
1 
1 

* 10 

1 

_— 
4,99 

q 

- 34 

A 3 
$ 

©" i 

— & £ 
4 


——— 


en 


F 
n 


R K «a 


* 
1 
* 
* 
7 
. 
1% 
. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
* of the law: His Majeſty's judges in Weſtminſter- 


« ball are the interpreters; and they are ſworn to 


give judgment in every caſe that comes before 
* them, according to the laws which were in being 


* when that caſe happened. Suppoſe now, you 
© ſhould put off the explaining of this law till next 
5 year, and five hundred actions ſhould before then 


©. be commenced upon the doubt now acknow- 


* ledged to be in the law, the explanation you 
* then put upon the law, would not put a ſtop to 


any of theſe law ſuits; becauſe the judges might 


obe of opinion, that the words of the law could 
© not bear the explanation you had put upon them 


< by a new law, In all caſes that might happen 


* afterwards, they would be obliged to determine 


according to your explanation; but in caſes that 


© had before occurred, they would in conſcience 


be obliged to determine according to their own 


opinion, even though contrary to what you, ex 
* poſt facto, declared to be yours. 

From hence, Sir, you may ſee, what a multi- 
tude of law ſuits may be occafioned, and what a 


ſubject, by your delaying to explain and remove 
the doubt that hath ariſen, ' but for one year 
longer. Surely it is our duty to prevent law 
* ſuits, and to do ſo as ſoon as we can. The 


trade of a lawyer, no wiſe nation will ever en- 


* courage; and the trade too of inn-keeping, 
* alchouſe-keeping, or retailing of ſpirituous li- 
 quors, does not, I think, Gelee all that regard 
* which ſeems to be ſhewn to it in this debate. 
But ſhould we ſuppoſe, that they will always be 
6 at a great loſs by furniſhing the ſoldiers quarter- 
© ed upon them, with diet and ſmall beer, at the 
rate of a groat a day, the loſs will not fall upon 

them; for by the prices they charge they will 


_ © oblige their other cuſtomers to make it good; 


and therefore, if this loſs were to be look'd on 
Te os | h v 39 


' monſtrous expence may be brought upon the 
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« as a tax, it could not be conſidered as a partial, 
or unequal tax, but a tax laid upon the whole 
people; and it muſt either be no tax at all, or 
« a tax as neceſſary as any one that was ever im- 
poſed. 56; | 
« Gentlemen may cry, how! how! and ſeem 
« ſurprized at what I have ſaid; but if they will 
have a little patience, I ſhall make it good, I 
repeat it again, Sir, that the obliging of inn- 
« keepers and ſuch like to furniſh diet and ſmall 
beer to the ſoldiers quartered upon them, muſt 
either be no loſs to, or tax upon them, or upon 
any one elſe, or otherwiſe it muſt be as neceſſary 
a tax as ever was impoſed in this kingdom; and 
my reaſon for ſaying ſo is this: If proviſions are 
«* ſo cheap, as they generally are, that an inn- 
« keeper may furniſh diet and ſmall beer to the 
« ſoldiers quartered upon him for a groat a day, 
and have a reaſonable profit to himſelf, then the 
« obliging him to do ſo, can be no tax upon him 
or any man elſe: On the other hand, if provi- 
ſions ſhould happen at any particular time, or in 
any particular place, to be ſo dear, that the inn- 
* keeper cannot. furniſh diet and ſmall beer for the 
* ſoldiers quartered upon him, at the rate of a 
« groat a day, I am very ſure, the ſoldier will not 
be able to furniſh diet and ſmall beer for himſelf 
gat near that rate; becauſe an inn-keeper who 
* brews his own ſmall beer, and buys great quan- 
$ tities of meat at a time, will always be able to 
* ſell it at a much cheaper rate than the ſoldier 
can purchaſe it in the ſmall quantities has oc- 
caſion for, or can afford to buy at a time. But 
the ſoldier has no more than a groat a day to 
+ beſtow upon himſelf for diet and ſmall beer. 
What then can he do? He muſt either ſtarve or 
* ſteal, The former we cannot ſuppoſe he will 
5 do, and if a great part of the army ſhould be 


_ © plunder- 


brought under the neceſſity of living by theft or 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 


plundering, not only our conſtitution, but the 


property of every man in the kingdom would 


© then be in the utmoſt dan 


er. 

© It has been ſaid in this 1 that if our ſol- 
diers cannot live upon a groat a day, we muſt 
augment their pay; but let us conſider, Sir, that 
in moſt parts of the kingdom, and at moſt times, 
a ſoldier can live upon a groat a day; and if it 


ſhould be propoſed to proportion their pay, ac- 


cording to the times, and according to the places 
in which they may be quartered, this cannot be 
done by Parliament: It muſt be left to miniſters, 
and this, in my opinion, would be a more ex- 
tenfive and a more dangerous power, than any 
now lodged in the crown. There is, therefore, 
no other way of ſubſiſting your army, in time 
of ſcarcity, which is ſeldom general, and never 
laſts long, than by obliging the owners of pub- 
lick-houſes to furniſh them with diet and ſmall 
beer, at ſuch a rate as their pay will admit of. 
This J ſhall allow is, in times of ſcarcity, a fort 
of tax upon the owners of ſuch houſes, or ra- 
ther, as I have ſaid, upon their cuſtomers; but 
as there is no other way of ſubſiſting your army, 
at ſuch times, it is abſolutely neceſſary, and will 
therefore, I hope, be always patiently ſubmitted 
to, 

As for the expedient found out in the year 
1696-7, 1t was then made uſe of, becauſe our 
troops kept at home neither were, nor could be 
regularly paid; for ſurely, Sir, it will not be 
thought, that the ſoldier was to have a groat a 


day trom the inn-keeper, befides his pay from 


the government; but as the army is now regu- 
larly paid both their ſubſiſtence money and ar- 
rears, we have no occaſion for ſuch an expedient; 
and what the henourable gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt, has been pleaſed to propoſe in purſuance of 
this expedient, will be far from removing the 

© difficulty 
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difficulty now under conſideration; for it will 
ſignify nothing to provide fire and utenſils for a 
ſoldier to dreſs his meat with, when he can get 
no meat to dreſs, or none at the price he is able 
to pay for it, which will often be the caſe upon 
a march, and therefore, in the year 1696-7, the 
proviſion in favour of inn-holders was not ex- 
tended to ſoldiers upon a march; nor ought it, 
* 1 think, now to be extended to ſoldiers, even in 
© the places where they are appointed to reſide; 
* becauſe an inn-holder, alehouſe-keeper, or victu- 
aller, can always furniſh a ſoldier with diet and 
* ſmall beer at a cheaper rate than he can furniſh 
* himſelf. If he refuſes to do ſo, it muſt proceed 
* from mere obſtinacy, or from an uncommon 
* dearth of proviſions: In the former caſe, he 
* ought to be compelled; and in the latter, he 
* muſt be compelled, becauſe there is no other 
* way of providing for the ſoldier's ſubſiſtence; 
and every gentleman will admit, that while we 
have ſoldiers, we muſt provide for their ſubſiſ- 
* tence in time of ſcarcity, as well as in time of 
© plenty. In times of ſcarcity it may be a loſs to 
the inn-keeper, but, like many others, it is a 
* loſs which, for the ſake of the publick, muſt 
* neceſlarily attend the buſineſs he follows; and at 
© no time it can be a hardſhip, becauſe, as the ſol- 
dier 1s ſubject to martial law, that law will al- 


a a a K „ 


© ways make him not only reaſonable, but civil in 


$ his quarters.” 


The next that ſpoke was Thomas Bramſton, Eſq; 
whoſe ſpeech was to the effect as follows. | 


Mr. Speaker, 


Sir, I am ſurprized to hear gentlemen ſo much Mr. Brom- 
as ſuppoſe, that any multitude of law ſuits can H- Pesch. 


* enſue from leaving this act in the very words it 
* ſtands at preſent, and has ſtood for ſome years. 
For my own part, I do not pretend to any deep 
| learning 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
learning in the law, eſpecially in the practical 
part of it; and therefore I ſhould be glad to 
know, from ſome of thoſe gentlemen who make 
that ſtudy their profeſſion, how any more than 
one law ſuit could be the conſequence of our not 
explaining that part of this law, which is now 
ſaid to be doubtful. If any ſuit be commenced 
for having this queſtion determined, it muſt be 
brought, either by the government, by way of 
information, or by a ſoldier, by way of action of 
the caſe upon the ſtatute, againſt an inn-keeper 
who had refuſed to furniſh him with diet and 
ſmall beer, at the rate of a groat a day; and can 
we ſuppoſe, that our government, or rather our 
moſt excellent miniſters, would be ſo vexatious, 
as to bring ſeveral informations, or to allow the 


ſoldiers to bring ſeveral actions, when one would 


be as ſufficient as five hundred, for deciding the 
queſtion in diſpute, and for preventing all farther 
doubt? Whatever opinion the honourable gen- 


* tleman who ſpoke laſt may have of our miniſters, 
J am far from having ſo bad an opinion of them; 


and therefore, if we ſhould leave this queſtion 
undecided, and the army ſhould inſiſt upon its 
being decided by a ſuit at law, I am convinced, 
no more than one law ſuit could from thence 
enſue; and the event of that ſuit, I believe, our 
inn-keepers have no reaſon to be afraid of, be- 
cauſe I cannot think, that a law which fimply 


obliges me to receive a man into my houſe, can 


be ſuppoſed, by any impartial man in the king- 
dom, to mean, that I ſhould be obliged like wiſe 
to maintain him. : 
But, Sir, if it ſhould be determined other 
wiſe ; if our judges ſhould be of opinion, that 
the law, as it now ſtands, obliges inn-keepers 


and others to furniſh the ſoldiers quartered upon 


them, with diet and ſmall beer, at the rate oi 
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would lay a moſt grievous tax upon the owners 
of all our publick-houſes, a tax which they 
could not recover from their cuſtomers, and a 
tax which I think abſolutely unneceſſary. The 
furniſhing of ſoldiers with lodging and houſe- 
room is of itſelf ſo troubleſome to inn-keepers, 
that many of them give the ſoldiers a ſhilling 
oreighteen pencea week, tobe intirely rid of their 
company; and if you ſhould further oblige inn- 
keepers to furniſh the ſoldiers with diet and 
ſmall beer, I am perſuaded, moſt of our inns 
would be glad to give the ſoldiers half a crown 
or three ſhillings a week, to provide themſelves 
ſomewhere elſe, rather than have cuſtomers and 
travellers baniſhed away from their houſe, by 
ſeeing it always full of ſoldiers. 

This, Sir, would be a moſt inſufferable burden 
upon all publick-houſes ; and to ſuppoſe, that 


this loſs would be made good by their raiſing their 
prices. to their cuſtomers, is ſuppoſing againſt 


reaſon and experience: They cannot raiſe the 


price of any liquors they ſell, which is the prin- 


cipal part of their profits; and if they ſhould 
make them worſe, no man would come to pur- 
chaſe or drink them. Even as to eatables, the 
market price is ſo well known, that they would 
be look'd upon as extortioners, if they de- 
manded a greater profit than uſual, which would 
of courſe make all other cuſtomers forſake the 
houſe z and I believe it will not be ſaid, that, 
even 1n the times of greateſt plenty, a publick- 
houſe could ſupport itſelf upon the profit made 
by the ſoldiers quartered upon it. 

* Now, Sir, with regard to the neceſſity of 
impoſing this burden or tax upon the owners of 
thoſe houſes, where ſoldiers are by law allowed 
to be quartered, the honourable gentleman has, 
think, given us but two reaſons for it, vor 
2 bot 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
both of them I take to be without any founda- 
tion. He ſays, that the owners of ſuch houſes 
may buy cheaper than ſoldiers can: Is there any 
foundation for ſaying ſo? May not a ſoldier buy 
as cheap at market as his landlord can? And 


when five or ſix of them join together, as they 


uſually do, may not they buy as large a joint 
of meat, or as great a quantity of proviſions, 
as a common houſe-keeper does for his family? 
Sir, they will buy cheaper for themſelves, than 
their landlord can for them : We know what a 
difference there is between the prices of diffe- 
rent joints of the ſame ſort of meat, or between 


the ſeveral ſpecies of the ſame kind of provi- 
When. ſoldiers buy for themſelves, they 


ſions. 
will be contented with the coarſeſt and cheapeſt 
ſort ; when their landlord buys for them, they 
will inſiſt upon having the fineſt and deareſt. 
The other reaſon aſſigned by the honourable 
gentleman for the neceſſity he pleads for, is, 
that in times of ſcarcity, a ſoldier cannot ſubſiſt 
upon a groat a day, and mult therefore be ſub- 
ſifted by his landlord at that price, becauſe he 


can afford no more. Both theſe facts, Sir, I 


deny. There has never been, that I know of, 
ſuch a ſcarcity in England, as to make it impol- 


fible for a may to ſubſiſt upon a groat a day, if 


he contented "himſelf with the coarſeſt ſort of 


proviſions ; but the truth of the matter, I be- 


lieve, is; the honourable gentleman and his 


friends have a mind, that in times of ſcarcity 


ſoldiers ſhould feed as delicately, and fare as 
well, as they can do in times of the greateſt 
plenty; whereas I am for their being made ſen- 
ſible of the diſtreſſes of their country. I like- 


wiſe deny, Sir, that a ſoldier can afford no more 


than a groat a day for diet and ſmall beer. It 
is very well known, that the ſoldiers in our 
marching regiments are paid ſix-pence a day by 
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A. 1741. DEBATES. 
* the government; and why two-pence a day 
* ſhould be with-held from a poor ſoldier's pay, 
* I can find no reaſon, unleſs it be, that the 
| © colonel ſhould make ſuch a profitable contract, 
* as to get 1000 or 1500 l. by cloathing his re- 
giment, and that all the poor fellows ſhould 
* appear clean ſhaved, and well powder'd at a 
review. For my part, I think a man without 
* any powder in his hair, and even with a long 
© beard, may look as like a ſoldier, and do his 
« buſineſs as well, as a man with a ſmock face 
and powder'd locks; and therefore I muſt think, 
that of late years our army has been deſigned 
© rather to kill the ladies, than to kill the ene- 
mies of their country: For this reaſon, I am of 


* opinion, that if our ſoldiers were put to no- 


greater expence than is abſolutely neceſſary for 
* their appearing like ſoldiers, and not like beaus, 
© a ſoldier even of a marching regiment might 
* ſpare gd. a day for diet and ſmall beer; and 
« with reſpect to the ſoldiers of the foot-guards, 
* as they are paid 8d. a day by the government, 
* I am ſurpriz'd to hear it ſo much as inſinua- 
* ted, that they cannot ſpare above 44. a day for 
diet and ſmall beer; yet no difference is, I find, 
* to be made between the ſoldiers of marching 
* regiments, and thoſe of the foot-guards, tho” 
© the latter can certainly afford to pay more for 
diet and ſmall beer, than the former, and tho? 
the latter are generally quarter'd in Meſtminſter, 
* and about London, where houſe-rent and provi- 
* ſions are always dearer than in country places, 
* or cities remote from London. | 
* Thus, Sir, I hope I have ſhewn, that by the 
* clauſe now offer'd, a moſt heavy additional tax 
* would be laid upon the owners of our publick- 
* houſes; that it is a tax which they could not 
* oblige their cuſtomers to bear any part of; and 
that it is a moſt unneceſſary tax, 2 ſol- 
2 | * Q1ers 
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diers may provide for themſelves, not only in 
times of plenty, but even times of ſcarcity, un- 
leſs that ſcarcity ſnould be ſo very extraordinary 
as has ſeldom or never happen'd, and ought 
not therefore to be made a foundation for a ge- 
neral and ſtanding regulation, which will at all 
times be a grievance upon a great part of the 
people, and which may probably 'diminſh the 
number of our publick-houſes, ſo as to make 
the building of barracks, or the quartering of 
© ſoldiers upon private houſes, abſolutely neceſ- 
* ſary.” > „ 
The next ſpeaker in this debate was Mr. At- 
torney General, the purport of whoſe ſpeech was 
as follows, viz. _ | 


*-Mr. Speaker, :- -/ lt 52s 1 
* Sir, As moſt of the arguments made uſe of 
< againſt the clauſe now offer d to you, have been 
founded upon a ſuppoſition, that the law, as 
< it ſtands at preſent, does not oblige inn-keep- 
© ers and others, upon whom ſoldiers may be 
© lawfully quarter'd, to furniſh them with diet 
and ſmall beer, I ſhall beg leave to ſhew you, 
< that the law is otherwiſe, and that what is now 
* offer'd, is nothing but an explanation and en- 
* forcement of what has been Jaw ever ſince we 
© had ſuch an act as a mutiny act in this king- 
dom. | 
Sir, in order to find out the meaning of the 
law as it now ſtands, we muſt not look to the 
* clauſe for obliging the owners of publick- 
© houſes to receive the ſoldiers lawfully quarter'd 
upon them, becauſe that clauſe was but lately 
introduc'd, and muſt be explained by the other 
clauſes in the bill; but we muſt conſider what 
was anciently meant by the term quartering 3 
and if we conſider what was anciently meant by 
quartering, we muſt conclude, that the 1 
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of private houſes, as well as publick, were 


obliged to furniſh the ſoldiers quarter*d upon 


them with every thing neceſſary, according to 
thoſe rules which were preſcribed by the com- 


manders of the troops ſo quarter'd. Before the 


Reſtoration, we hrd no ſuch thing as an army, 


or any regular troops, but in time of war; and 


then, I believe, it will be allow'd, that the 
commanders were the only judges, how their 
ſoldiers were to be treated; by thoſe upon 


whom they were quarter'd. If they had ready 


money wherewithal to pay their ſoldiers, 
they generally order'd them to pay ready mo- 
ney for what they had ; but if they could not 
pay the ſoldiers, the perſons upon whom they 
were quarter*d, were then oblig'd to furniſh 
them not only with lodging, but alſo with diet 
and ſmall beer, and to bring their accounts in 
to the publick, in order to receive ſatisfaction. 
This was the practice in time of war, before 
the Reſtoration; but as we began ſoon after that 
period to keep regular troops in continual pay, 
and as the officers of theſe troops began to 
practiſe in time of peace, what had been for- 
merly practiſed in time of war, therefore, to- 
wards the latter end of King Charles IId's reign, 
that law which has been mentioned, was made, 
by which it was enacted, That ſoldiers ſhould 
not be quarter'd upon any houſe whatſoever, 
without the conſent of the owner.” From the 


* Revolution to the year 1692, the nation was in 
> 


a ſtate of war, and probably this law was not 
obſerv d; but the tranquillity of the nation be- 
ing intirely reſtored, a new law was made for 
regulating the quartering of ſoldiers, and for 
confining. it within certain legal bounds, with- 
out leaving it to the diſcretion of any military 
whatſoever. os 
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By that law, Sir, the conſtables and other 
civil officers were impower'd to quarter or billet 
ſoldiers upon publick-houſes, and upon them 
only, and therefore had the ſame power grant- 
ed them by law, which the commanding offi- 
* cers of the troops had formerly aſſumed againſt 
© law; that 1s to ſay, by their billeting of ſol- 
* diers upon publick-houſes, they gave them a 
right to inſiſt not only upon lodging, but upon 
diet and ſmall beer, for what they could afford 
for it out of their pay; and if they received no 
pay, then the houſes upon which they were 
* quarter'd, were to keep an account, and to 
* bring their accounts in to the publick, in or- 
der to receive ſatisfaction; and to prevent all 
* diſputes between the ſoldiers and their land- 
lords, the juſtices of the peace were order'd 
and 1mpower'd to ſettle the rates of all ſuch 
© proviſions, as were furniſh'd by the landlords. 
That this was the meaning of thoſe, who firſt 
gave the conſtables a legal power to quarter 
ſoldiers: That by quartering they intended, 
*. that ſoldiers ſhould have entertainment as well 
as lodgiug, at the houſes where they were 10 
* quarter'd, is, I think, plain, from their limit- 
ing that power to publick-houſes only; for 
if they had intended, that ſoldiers ſhould 
have nothing but lodging, at the houſes where 
they were quarter'd, they would certainly have 
given the conſtables a power to quarter ſoldiers 
upon all houſes that let lodgings, as well as 
upon inn-keepers, victuallers, and other ſuch 
< houſes. And the clauſe inſerted in the mutiny 
act paſſed in the year 1696, makes it evident, 
* that it was then ſuppoſed; that the owners of 
5 publick-houſes were by the law, as it ſtood 
before, obliged to furniſh the ſoldiers with diet 
and ſmall beer; for if this had not been ſup- 
< poſed, there would have been no occaſion for 

| in 
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* 
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inſerting a clauſe, That inn- keepers ſhould 
e not be obliged to provide meat, or any other 
« victuals, for any ſoldiers legally quarter*d upon 
« them, if they ſhould give or tender to 
« ſuch ſoldiers 4d. a day for their ſubſiſtence in 
« meat only, befides candle and the uſe of their 
c fire for dreſſing their meat.” | 

* How that ”" a day was to be repaid to the 
« inn-keepers, who did advance it to the ſoldiers; 


I do not know, for there is no clauſe in the ack 


for ordering or regulating the repayment of it; 
but even ſuppoſe it was duly and regularly re- 
paid, it was harder upon inn-keepers, than what 
is now propoſed; and yet I never heard, that 
it diminiſhed the number of our publick-houſes; 
or that any inn-keeper or victualler gave up his 
* buſineſs upon that account; and therefore, if 
the ſame clauſe were to be revived, we ſhould 
have no reaſon to apprehend any ſuch conſe- 
* quence from it. But as our army is now regu- 
* larly paid, we have no occaſion to oblige the 
owners of publick-houſes to advance any money 
to the ſoldiers quarter'd upon them, or to give 
any long credit to ſuch ſoldiers. They are 
now, they have for ſeveral years been obliged 
to receive the ſoldiers lawfully quarter*'d upon 
them. In this clauſe, the word receive muſt 
certainly relate to, and be explained by the 
word quarter d; and if by quartering be meant, 
the furniſhing a ſoldier with diet and ſmall 
beer, as well as lodging, the owners of the 
* houſes where ſoldiers are lawfully quarter'd, 
* are already by law obliged to do ſo. In this 
* ſenſe the law has been always, till very lately, 
interpreted; it has for many years been the 
* cuſtom to furniſh the ſoldiers with diet and 
* ſmall beer, as well as lodging; at the houſes 
* where they were quarter'd, and at ſuch rates 
as they were able to pay. This, I ſay, has 
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for many years been a continued cuſtom; and 
a cuſtom founded on law makes law: At leaſt 
couſtom 1s the beſt interpreter of law, and ſome- 
times puts a meaning upon the words of a law 
different from what at firſt view they ſeem to 
© bear. 

© This being the caſe, Sir, what are we now 
to do? We are not to alter the law, or to eſta- 
© bliſh any new regulation; we are only to ex- 
plain and inforce what has been law for almoſt 
* theſe forty years; and this we are oblig'd to do, 
by a doubt whichſome people have been lately 
« pleaſed to raiſe, I think, without any founda- 
© tion, in order to prevent people's expoſing 
< themſelves to law-ſuits and penalties; for by 
the law, as it ſtands now, the owner of a pub- 
* lick-houſe that refuſes to receive any ſoldier 
* lawfully quarter'd upon him, is to be fined by 
the juſtices, in a ſum not exceeding 5/. nor un- 
der 40s. and conſequently, if by receiving be 
meant the furniſhing of ſuch ſoldier with lodg- 
ing, diet, and ſmall beer, at a groat a day, 
* every inn-keeper that ſhall refuſe to do ſo, ſub- 
jects himſelf to this penalty, and the juſtices 
* muſt fine him, if the ſoldier or any other per- 
* fon comes to make the complaint. 

I ſhall grant, Sir, that this doubt, which has 
been ſo groundleſsly raiſed, might be deter- 
* mined by one ſingle law-ſuit; but in the mean 
time a great number of people would ſubject 
* themſelves to the penalties of the law, and the 
determination of the queſtion in diſpute would 
not free them from thoſe penalties ; but on the 
* contrary, would encourage people to proſecute. 
* Suppoſe a law-ſuit were commenced againſt 
' © ſome inn-keeper that had refuſed to furniſh the 
* ſoldiers lawfully quarter'd upon him, with diet 
and ſmall beer at a groat a day; that law-ſuit 
could not in ſeveral months be brought to 3 

| * 
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concluſion; in the mean time many other inn- 
© keepers would refuſe in the ſame manner; for 
* moſt men are apt to think themſelves in the 
right, and to hope that the queſtion in diſpute 
will be determined in their favour. Then ſup- 
« poſe, that upon the event of this law-ſuat, it 
* ſhould be determined, that inn-keepers and o- 
* thers are by the law as it ſtands at preſent, ob- 
* liged to furniſh the ſoldiers lawfully quarter'd 
© upon them, with diet and ſmall beer at a groat 
_ © a day, and that every man who refuſes, ſubjects 
* himſelf to the penalty of the law, which, as 
I have ſaid, is a fine to be impoſed by any one 
juſtice of the peace, before whom the complaint 
is made, of 40s. or ſome greater ſum, not ex- 
ceeding 51. In this caſe, every inn-keeper who, 
during the controverſy, had refuſed to furniſh 
* the ſoldiers lawfully quarter'd upon him, with 
* diet and ſmall beer, would be liable to the pe- 
* nalty, and to be proſecuted for it before the 
next juſtice of the peace. 
We may from hence ſee, Sir, what a num 
* ber of proſecutions this would occaſion; for as 
* this complaint might be made either by the ſol- 
* dier, or by any other perſon whatſoever; and 
as the juſtice of peace, upon full proof, muſt fine 
in at leaſt 406. a proſecution would certainly 
* be brought againſt every man that had incur'd 
* the penalty, either by the ſoldier that had been 
* refuſed what he had by law a right to demand, 
or by ſome envious neighbour or rival tradeſ- 
man. I therefore think, that what is now of- 
* fer d cannot in charity be refuſed, in order to 
prevent people's expoſing themſelves to penal- 
* ties, which, in my opinion, would certainly be. 
* recover'd againſt them.” | 


A „ 


The next that roſe up was Sir Fobn Barnard, 
who ſpoke to this effect: 15 
| | N 3 Sir, 
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Sir, The honourable gentlemen who have 
appeared as advocates for this clauſe, ſeem to 
ſhew a great concern for preventing the peo- 
ple's involving themſelves in law-ſuits; and 1 
muſt ſay, they are taking a very effectual me- 
thod for doing it; for if what they propoſe 
ſhould paſs into a law, the people that are to 
be affected by it, will ſoon have nothing to 
contend for, which, I ſhall grant, is a moſt ef- 
fectual method for preventing their being in- 
yoly'd in any law-ſuit whatever. When the 
people are utterly undone, I ſhall admit, that 
this clauſe will have the effect of preventing 
their being afterwards involv'd in any law-ſuit; 
but till then, it will have a quite contrary ef- 
fect; for if you oblige the owners of publick- 
houſes to furniſh the ſoldiers quarter d upon 
them with reaſonable proviſions, or with diet 
and ſmall beer, under any penalty to be reco- 
ver'd before one or more juſtices of peace, 
there will be perpetual diſputes between them 
about what is to be called reaſonable proviſions, | 
or reaſonable diet and ſmall beer. The ſoldier 
will carry his complaint before ſome juſtice, 
whom he he knows to be in his intereſt: The 
* Juſtice will probably fine the landlord, and the 
latter will certainly ſeek relief againſt what he 
thinks an unjuſt ſentence, either by appeal to 

the quarter ſeſſions, or ſome more expenſive 
method. Thus, Sir, the owners of our pub- 
lick-houſes will All at laſt be eat up, either by 
the ſoldiers or the lawyers; and till then, the 
clauſe now propoſed will create inſtead of pre- 
venting law-Juts, 

This, Sir, will certainly be the conſequence, 
if you lay inn-keepers and others under an ex. 
preſs obligation to furniſh the ſoldiers quarter'd 
upon them 2 22 diet and ſmall beer at a 2 
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Without any ſuch obligation, they 


« will always do fo, when the ſoldiers are con- 


tented with what can be furniſhed at that price: 
They will even furniſh a little more, or better 
than what can be afforded at that price, in or- 
der to make the ſoldiers eaſy in their quarters; 
and the ſoldier will be ſatisfied with what his 
landlord provides for him, becauſe he knows, 
his landlord lies under no obligation to provide 
for him, and that he cannot provide for him- 
ſelf ſo well; but if you lay the landlord under 
an expreſs obligation, he will never be able to 
ſatisfy the ſoldiers quarter'd upon him, unleſs 
he ruins himſelf by providing for them a great 
deal better than can be afforded for the price 
they are able to pay. If he does not, there will 


be continual complaints againſt him, and thus 


he muſt be ruined either by giving the ſoldiers 
much more than he can afford, in order to pre- 
vent their complaints, or by giving his mo- 
ney to lawyers for defending him againft theſe 
complaints. It cannot therefore be ſaid, that 


this clauſe is calculated for preventing law-ſuits, 


and it is ſomething very itrange to ſay, that 
what is now propoſed is not ſo great a hard- 
ſhip as the clauſe enacted in the year 1696-7. 
I hope the learned gentleman does not think, 
that the money then advanced by inn-keepers 
was never repaid: If this be inſiſted on, the 
whole act muſt be read, in order to ſee whether 
there was any, and what proviſion for the re- 
payment of that money; but it will not, I be- 


lieve, be inſiſted on: The whole was certainly 


repaid by the government as ſoon as poſlible, 
and deducted out of the pay due to the reſpec- 
tive regiments. By that law, therefore, the 
landlord only lay out of his money for a ſhort 
while, but loſt no part of the principal: By 
what is now propoſed, he is to be obliged to 
N 4 1 fur- 
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furniſh proviſions to the ſoldiers for a groat a 
day, which coſt him perhaps ſixpence or eight- 
« pence, ſo that he will certainly loſe fifty or a hun- 
dred per cent. of his ptincipal money ; and that 
without ſo much as a hope of reaping the leaſt 
advantage. Can this, Sir, be ſaid to be the leaſt 
hardſhip? Is it poſſible for any man ta think fo? 
I ſhall grant, Sir, that inn-keepers have gene- 
rally provided for the ſoldiers quartered upon 
them, at ſuch prices as they were able to pay; 
but I was ſurprized to hear the learned gentle- 
man ſay, that this practice made law. The 
practice in courts of record may ſometimes make 
law: I know it is generally look'd upon as ſuch 
when it has continued the ſame for a very long 
time; but will it be ſaid, that the practice be- 
tween a landlord and his ſoldier can ever make 
law ? It is at preſent a practice, and it has long 
been a cuſtom in Southwark, among thoſe who 
keep livery ſtables, to give the dragoons quar- 
tered upon them ſo much a week, to provide 
ſtabling for their horſes ſomewhere elſe. Will 
any one ſay, that this practice has made law, or 
that the owners of theſe ſtables are now obliged 
to do ſo? The furniſhing of ſoldiers with diet 
and ſmall beer, has been practiſed ' by the inn- 
keepers, becauſe they were able to do ſo; but 
by this clauſe you will put an end to the prac- 
tice, becauſe you will render it impoſſible for 

them to do ſo without ruining themſelves. 
© I do not pretend, Sir, to be a lawyer, but J 
have converſed with ſome that are, and from 
them I have often heard, that penal ſtatutes are 
to be ſtrictly interpreted: If fo, I am ſure no 
court in the kingdom would think itſelf impow- 
ered to fine an inn-keeper, for not furniſhing 
diet and ſmall beer to the ſoldiers quartered in 
his houſe, by virtue of that clauſe which infficts 
a penalty upon thoſe that ſhall refuſe to receive a 
. 8 n 
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« ſoldier lawfully quartered or billeted upon him. 
Even ſuppoſe it ſhould be hereafter determined, 
upon the event of a law ſuit, that, receiving, 
means, furniſhing with diet and ſmall beer, 
which I am perſuaded it never will, yet no 
judge, I believe, would venture to fine a man 
upon ſuch a forced and far-fetched conſtruction, 
« eſpecially if the refuſal had preceded that con- 
ſtruction's being put upon the word by any pro- 
per authority. We have therefore no cauſe to 
fear, that a multiplicity of law ſuits or proſecu- 
tions will be the conſequence of our refuſing the 
« clauſe now offered; and if the law ſhould be left 
« ſtanding as it is at preſent, I believe, the inn- 
© keepers have as little reaſon to fear, that upon 
the event of a law ſuit, the queſtion will be 
determined againſt them. But if it ſhould, it 
* would then be high time to alter the law; for it 
* would certainly be very hard to give the ſoldier 
* a power of obliging his landlord to furniſh him 
* at a groat a day when proviſions happen to be 
dear, and a liberty to furniſh himſelf when pro- 
* viſions happen to be cheap. 
I ſhall admit, Sir, that it may ſometimes be 
very hard for ſoldiers to live upon a groat a day, 
and as things are managed, I believe, they have 
very little more to ſpend. At ſuch times they 
* muſt content themſelves with coarſe fare. But 
at all times they may ſubſiſt upon a groat a day: 
They generally do at a much cheaper rate, be- 
* cauſe half a dozen or a dozen of them uſually 
* meſs together, and buy large quantities of pro- 
© viſions at a time. The marines did fo at South- 
* ampton; and there, I know, they ſubſiſted them- 
* ſelves plentifully for leſs than a groat a day, 
* though that country is far from being the cheap- 
* eſt in this kingdom, nor was that a time of any 
* extraordinary plenty, I can therefore ſee no ne- 
* cellity for the clauſe propoſed, which I take » 
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© be a new and a very extraordinary regulation; 


.C 
— 
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and as I think it would ſubje& the publick-houſes 
in the kingdom to great hardſhips, and might be 


made a handle for deſtroying the liberties of the 
people, I muſt give my negative to its being 
made a part of this bill. 


General Jade ſtood up next, and ſpoke in ſub- 


ſtance thus. 
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Sir, As I was in the ſervice in King Willianòs 
reign, and very well remember the circumftances 
the army was in when the mutiny act, which 
has been ſo often mentioned in this debate, was 
paſſed, I think it incumbent upon me to give 
you the reaſon for inſerting that clauſe, which 
gave an option to inn-keepers to furniſh the ſol - 
diers quartered upon them, with diet and ſmall 
beer, or to pay them a groat a day. In that 
reign, Sir, the government was far from being 
ſo fluſh of money as it has been ſince. The Re- 
volution being in its infancy, there was but very 
little publick credit; for people had not forgot 
the ſhutting up of the Exchequer in King 
Charles's reign; and therefore, even after the 


Parliament had granted a fund, it was very diffi- 
cult to borrow money upon it, ſo that the go- 


vernment was very often without money, and 
our troops here at home were ſometimes for 
ſeveral months without pay. I remember the 
regiment J was in, was called up to London upon 
the aſſaſſination plot in the year 1696, when we 
had been for eight months without any pay, and 
at laſt we were paid in exchequer bills, which it 


was very difficult to get changed into money, in 


order to divide it among the ſoldiers. 


l do not know, Sir, what the meaning of the 


law was at that time, or what it is now, for the 


 claufes relating to the quartering of ſoldiers are 


© now 


Po f.. 
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now pretty much the ſame they were then; but 
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I very well remember, that the houſes upon 


which we were quartered, never refuſed to fur- 
niſh the ſoldiers with diet and ſmall heer, and it 
was then abſolutely neceſſary they ſhould do ſo, 
becauſe the ſoldiers, and even many of the offi- 
cers, had no money to go to market with, and 
could not therefore provide for themſelves. But 
as many of the inn-holders found great inconve- 
niencies in furniſhing and drefling viduals for 
the ſoldiers, eſpecially when they had their 
houſes crowded with other company, and as this 
occaſioned ſome murmuring, the Parliament re- 
ſolved to give them all poflible relief, and for 
this purpoſe that clauſe was inſerted, which gave 
an option to the inn-holder, either to provide 
victuals for the ſoldiers, or to give them a groat 
a day to provide for themſelves. If they fur- 
niſned victuals, they brought in each reſpective 
man's account; if they gave money, they 
brought in an account of what they had advan- 
ced, and to whom; all which accounts were ſet- 
tled by the commanding officer, before the regi- 
ment, troop, or company left the place where 
they quartered ; and theſe accounts became a 
debt upon the government, and were reckoned 
as part of the regiment's pay. But it cannot be 
ſaid, that the inn-holders loſt nothing by this 
method; for the money they advanced was 
ſometimes a long while of being repaid, and as 
the poor inn-holders could not always wait fo 
long for their payment, they were often obliged 
to ſell their demands upon the government at a 
very great diſcount, which 1s far from being the 
caſe at preſent. | © pn” 

* Having thus, Sir, given you an account of 
the circumſtances of the army, and of the prac- 


tice in King William's time, I muſt defire, that 


gentlemen would conſider what an inconvenience 
7 9995 would 
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would inſue, if it ſhould be ſuppoſed, that ne 
inn-keeper 1s obliged to furniſh diet and ſmall 
beer to the ſoldiers quartered upon him, and if 
at the ſame time we ſhould by any misfortune 
or accident be reduced to the circumſtances we 
were in during King William's reign : In that 


reign, if inn-keepers had ſuppoſed they were 


not obliged to furniſh ſoldiers with any thing 
but houſe-room and a bed, I am ſure, the troops 
kept here at home muſt either have ſtarved, or 
lived by plunder; and as publick credit is of a 
very precarious nature, we ſhould be extremely 
cautious of eſtabliſhing or propagating any max- 
im that would be attended with great inconve- 
niencies, and even danger, in caſe our publick 
credit ſhould fail ſo, as to make it impoſſible for 
our government to pay the troops kept at home 
punctually and regularly. | 

What the lawyers may mean, Sir, by quar- 
ters, I am no judge of; but among ſoldiers we 
generally mean by quarters, the place where we 
are to have both bed and board for our money, 
in caſe we find it neceſſary to inſiſt upon having 
both; and when we are ſent to live upon any 
country, without being obliged to pay money 
for what we have, we call it free quarters, 
which is certainly a very great oppreſſion, and is 
ſeldom practiſed, but in an enemy's country; 
but I cannot think it any great oppreſſion to 
oblige thoſe, who keep houſes of entertainment, 
to entertain ſoldiers, upon their paying duly for 
what they have: It is really abſolutely neceſlary 
upon many occaſions, becauſe ſoldiers are often 
quartered round a country, ſo that many of 
them are far from any market-townz and as 
they muſt be always at their quarters, and ready 


at a call, it is impoſſible for them to repair daily 


to the next market-town, to buy proviſions for 
themſelves. Upon a march too, it will often 


« be 
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be impoſſible for the ſoldiers to provide for them- 
ſelves; and therefore, the providing for ſoldiers 
« upon a march, was made an exception to the 
option allowed to inn-keepers by the law in 
1696. | 
6 * to the inconveniencies and dangers we 
have been frightned with in this debate, they 
do not at all affect me, becauſe I take them 
to be all chimerical. Even barracks, which is 
here made ſuch a bugbear of, is not in the leaſt 
* frightful to me, though I have as great a regard 
for the liberties of my country as any gentleman 
in this houſe. I could never yet conceive how 
* barracks can be thought inconſiſtent with the li- 
© berties of the people; for an army of true Eng- 
* liſþ will never be dangerous to liberty, whether 
* in quarters or in barracks; and an army of fo- 
* reigners would be as dangerous to liberty in 
quarters as they could be in barracks. The only 
difference is, that an army in quarters is much 
* more inconvenient and troubleſome to the peo- 
ple, and the ſoldiers not ſo eaſily kept to their 
* duty, as when they are in barracks; and there- 
fore, not only as a friend to diſcipline in the 
army, but as a friend to the people, I ſhould 
chuſe to have our troops always lodged in bar- 
racks, when there is no occaſion for havin 
them in a camp. But the people of this king- 
have been taught to aſſociate the ideas of bar- 
racks and ſlavery ſo cloſe together, that, like 
* darkneſs and the devil, though there be no man- 
* ner of connexion between them, yet they cannot 
© ſeparate them, nor think of the one without 
thinking at the ſame time of the other. In Ire- 
* land it was the ſame, when barracks were firſt 
* erefted there: The people conſidered barracks as 
* the moſt hideous things that could be thought 
* of: They imagined they were all to be down- 
© right ſlaves as ſoon as theſe barracks were . 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1741. 
ed; yet now, they are perfectly reconciled to 
them, becauſe they find they are rather more 
free than they were before, and the troops much 
leſs troubleſome to them. And if barracks were 
erected in this kingdom, I am convinced the 
conſequence would be the ſame: The people 
might be ftartled a little at firſt; but they would 
ſoon find themſelves as free as before, and much 
leſs incumbered with ſoldiers than they were 
when the army was quartered upon them; and 
they would from thence learn to ſeparate thoſe 
two ideas which are now, without any reaſon, 
ſo cloſely connected in their minds. 

For this reaſon, Sir, if the building of bar- 
racks ſhould be the effect of what is now pro- 
poſed, I ſhould think it no bad effect: I am 
perſuaded the people would find it a very good 
one. But till barracks are built the ſoldiers muſt 
be quartered, and as it often happens, and whilſt 


they are in quarters, muſt often happen, to be 


impoſſible for them to provide for themſelves, 
they muſt be provided for by thoſe upon whom 
they are quartered, at ſuch prices as they are a- 
ble to pay. If they ſhould demand a greater 
quantity, or a better ſort of victuals than can be 
afforded for what they are able to pay, the land- 
lord is not obliged to comply with their de- 
mands, nor is the ſoldier, or his officer, but the 
civil magiſtrate to be the judge, becauſe if the 
ſoldier ſhould think himſelf not ſufficiently ſup- 
plied by his landlord, he has no redreſs but by a 
complaint to the neighbouring juſtices of peace, 
and they only are to be judges between him and 
his landlord, From hence, I think, it is evi- 
dent, that this clauſe can be attended with no 
oppreſſion, extortion, or exaction; and as it is in 
many caſes abſolutely neceſſary, I therefore hope 
it will be agreed to.“ | * 

| e 


The next and the laſt ſpeech we ſhall give upon 
this ſubject, was made by William Pulteney, Eſq; 
the purport of which was as follows : 


Sir, We are obliged to the honourable gen- Mr. Pale 
« tlemen for explaining to us the meaning, and "9's ſpeech. 
« the reaſon of the clauſe in King William's time, 
« whereby landlords were obliged to furniſh the 
« ſoldiers with meat and other victuals, or to give 
them 4d. a day to furniſh themſelves. The 
© neceſſities of our government, the bareneſs of 
our Exchequer, the low ſtate of publick credit, 
made it abſolutely neceſſary for our Parliament 
* at that time to agree to ſuch an oppreflive ex- 
pedient: But that very expedient ſhews, that we 
* ought not to agree to what 15 now propoſed; 
* it ſhews, that when ſoldiers have ready money, 
* they may provide for themſelves; and there- 
© fore, now they have ready money, we ought 
* not to oblige their landlords to provide for 
* them. We may, it 1s true, Sir, be again re- 
* duced to the ſame neceſſities we labour'd under 
in King William's reign: A waſteful miniſter, who 
* thinks of nothing but the period of his own ad- 
* miniſtration, may ſweep the Exchequer clean; 
* and if we take no care to pay off, in time of 
peace, the debts we are obliged to contract in 
time of war, our publick credit muſt at laſt 
* ſink as low as ever. If miniſters in time of 
peace convert to the current ſervice, thoſe funds 
that were ſet apart for paying off our debts, in 
* order to conceal from the people their prodi- 
* gality, or the needleſs expences they- put the 
nation to, people will begin to foreſee the diſ- 
* treſs we muſt be drove to, as ſoon as a heavy 
War happens; and thoſe that are wiſe, will be- 
gin in time to draw their fortunes out of our 
* Publick funds: This will diminiſh by degrees our 
e public 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
publick credit, and at laſt, when we have the 
greateſt occaſion for it, we ſhall probably have 
none left. Theſe fatal circumſtances we ſhould 
take care to prevent by our good conduct; but 
ſurely, the danger of our falling into theſe 
circumſtances can be no reaſon for ſubjectin 
any part of the people to ſuch hardſhips as can 
be juſtified by nothing but ſuch neceſſities. 

I ſay, Sir, ſuch hardſhips as can be juſtified 
by nothing but ſuch neceſſities : But in the pre- 
ſent caſe I muſt go farther; I muſt ſay, that 
what is now propoſed, can be juſtified by no 
neceſſity. It is a hardſhip to oblige a free- 
born ſubject to receive a lodger into his houſe, 
whether he will or no; but it is an inſuffera- 
ble hardſhip to oblige him to provide and dreſs 
victuals for his lodger, whether he will or no, 
and at a price too, which he does not approve 
of. This, Sir, 1s a hardſhip, which the Par- 
liament would not, we find, agree to, even in 
the year 1696, notwithſtanding the neceſſities 
our government was then under; and the ex- 


ception then made, with regard to ſoldiers up- 
on a march, was not becauſe the ſoldiers could 


not provide for themſelves, if they had been 
furniſhed with ready money, but becauſe they 
were to breakfaſt at one place, dine at another, 
and ſup at a third, and the proportion to be 


advanced in ready money for each meal, ra- 


ther than furniſh them with it, could not be 
adjuſted by Parliament. 


But this of providing and dreſſing victuals 


for the ſoldiers, we are told, cannot be ſuppoſed 


to he a hardſhip, becauſe it has been practiſed, 
and inn-keepers have ſubmitted to it for forty 


C years paſt, Sir, whilſt we had but ten or twelve 


4 


thouſand men of regular troops in the king- 


© dom, moſt of our inn-keepers ſubmitted wil- 


+ lingly to this hardſhip, becauſe they were but 


« ſeldom 
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ſeldom expoſed to it, and when they happen'd 
to be ſo, they could hear the expence and 
trouble, becauſe they had but few ſoldiers 

uarter d upon them; but now we have near 
iy thouſand regular troops within the king- 
dom, the hardſhip is ſo frequent and ſo heavy, 
that it is impoſſible for them to bear it. The 
moſt proper method, therefore, for having this 


practice continued, is to diminiſh the number of 


your troops 2 at home, and this, I hope, will 
very ſoon be done; for if the war continues, 

hope a great part of our land army will be 
ſent out to attack the enemy; and if the war 
ſhould be ended by an honourable treaty, for 
by no other ſort of treaty it can be ended, 
however it may be ſuſpended, I hope his Ma- 
jeſty, out of his paternal affection to his people, 
will diſband a great part of his army, even tho* 
the Parliament ſhould not defire it; for I little 
expect, in my time, to ſee a Parliament deſi- 
ring any thing that may ſeem to be diſagree- 
able to a miniſter. | * 
* The practice in times paſt is, therefore, Sir, 
no proof, that the providing and dreſſing vic- 
tuals for ſoldiers is no hardſhip upon thoſe, 
who ſubmitted to it, whilſt it was no heavier 


than they could bear; and as little is it a proof, 
that-the meaning of the law is ſuch, as a learn- 


ed gentleman has been pleaſed to repreſent z 
or that the obliging inn-Keepers by law to do 
what they have done without law, would be 
attended with noinconvenience. It 1s this very 
thing, that has made it poſſible for them to 
do ſo. It is their not being obliged to provide 
victuals for the ſoldiers quarter d upon them, 
that has enabled them to provide; becauſe the 
ſoldiers contented themſelves with a little more 
than they could afford for the money: If you 
lay them under a legal obligation to do ſo, the 
Vol. XXI. n 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
ſoldiers will not be ſo eaſily ſatisfied. They 
are not now eaſily ſatisfied; I myſelf ſaw once 
in travelling, a very good dinner dreſſing at an 
inn in the country, which I was told, was for 
five or fix dragoons quarter'd there; I thought 
it ſufficient for much better company, and yet 
the dragoons, I was told, were not ſatisfied 
with it. They do not always complain, when 
they are not pleaſed, but they grow. miſchie- 
vous, they cut the linen, mangle the plates 
and the diſhes, and play many other tricks, by 
which the landlord ſuffers: Theſe tricks they 
would practiſe in a more extravagant degree, 
and much oftener, if you ſhould agree to this 
clauſe. They would not go to a juſtice to 
complain for want of victuals; but by ſuch 
methods they would force their landlord to 
complain of them, and he could complain to 
none but their officers. Whilſt they know, 
that their landJord is not obliged to furniſh 
them victuals, they will generally keep within 
ſome bounds; but if you remove this check, 
they will exceed all, which will of courſe raiſe 
ſuch diſcontents, as may endanger our govern- 
ment. „ 

As I am a friend to our preſent eſtabliſhment, 
I ſhall be for any expedient, which I think the 
ſubject can bear: As ſuch, I ſhall always be for 
preventing, as much as poſſible, any occaſion 
for mutiny in the army, or for diſcontents a- 
mong the E but I ſhall never be for 
raiſing the latter for the ſake of preventing the 
former, becauſe it will endanger our preſent 
happy eftabliſkment, or nail down upon us a 
numerous ſtanding army. Let us conſider, Sir, 
that we are not now upon a bill for raiſing mo- 
6 ney for the publick ſervice: Againſt ſuch bills, 
I think, you have laid it down as a rule, that 


6 no Jens are to be received 5 but I hope you 
© will not ſay, that no petitions are to be receiv'd 
Ts « againſt 


A; 1741. 


«-againſt any clauſe in this bill. The clauſenow 


D EH BEE 


« propoſed will certainly have petitions againſt it 
from moſt parts of the kingdom: The petition- 


EY Low oo wr ve 


ers muſt be heard: By this means the bill may be 


loſt, or delay'd. till after the mutiny act now 
ſubſiſting be expired. What confuſion would 
this breed in your army? The regiments muſt 
all diſband; it would be a ſort of high treaſon. 
-to keep them together, or to exerciſe any 

- martial law in this kingdom. | | 
« Is this, Sir, a riſk to be run, for the ſake of 
making an alteration in the law, which expe- 
rience has ſhewn the army may ſubſiſt well 
enough without? I ſay, an alteration in the 
law; for notwithſtanding the meaning put up- 
on the word quarters, by the honourable gen- 
tleman who ſpoke laſt, and by the learned gen- 
tleman who ſpoke ſome time before him, I 


* 


muſt inſiſt, that in this country, the word 


quarters ſignifies no more than a lodging as 
convenient as the owner of the houſe can af - 
ford. The ſoldiers may perhaps think, that 
it likewiſe implies all neceſſary proviſions at 
ſuch prices as they can pay for them; but ſol- 
diers often form notions, and annex ideas to 
words, that are very inconſiſtent with the laws 
of this country, or with the conſtitution of 
any free government. In this country however, 


even the ſoldiers have not yet formed ſuch a 
notion of quarters: At leaſt here in Weſtmin- 


ter, they have not; for they never deſire any 
thing more than a lodging at the place where 
they are quarter'd; nor has any of our mu- 


tiny acts given them encouragement to ex- 
pect more, except that in 1696; and as that 
* law was the effect of neceſſity, it ceaſed as ſoon 
as the neceſſity was over. It may, perhaps, be 


C 


* neceſſary,” now you have ſo great an army on 


foot, to oblige landlords to furniſh the ſoldiers 


quar- 


O 2 
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©. quarter'd upon them with the uſe of their fire 

* and kitchen utenſils, for dreſſing -and eating 

the proviſions they purchaſe for themſelves. ; 

but even this you ought to take time to conſi- 

der of; for an army is a dangerous tool to play 

with: It ought not to be handled raſhly by 

thoſe who have a regard for the liberties of 
their country. 

I ſhall readily agree, Sir, with the honoura- 
ble gentleman, that an army of true Engliſh- 
men can never be dangerous to liberty ; becauſe 
they would diſband themſelves, when they found 
they could be of no ſervice to their country: 
They would ſcorn to put their country to the 
2 ence of maintaining them, when they knew 

ad no occaſion for their ſervice. But when 
bad we, when ſhall we have ſuch an army? An 
army of Engliſhmen has once already over- 
turned the liberties of this country, and would 
probably have perpetuated the tyranny they 
had ſet up, if their Generals could have agreed 
among themſelves; for it was not the army, 
but the di ſagreement among Cromwell's Gene- 
rals after his death, that brought about the Re- 
ſtoration of our government under King 
Charles II; and in the late King James's time, 
it was not ſo much the army, as the mad bi- 
gotry of that Prince, that brought about the 
Revolution; for if the army had ſeen, that they 
were to have been the miniſters of that tyran- 


nical government he had ſet up, they would 
probably have ſupported him in it; but they 
ſaw, that even they themſelves were to be 
the ſlaves of his prieſts and therefore many of 
* :thern: joined in diveſting him of that arbitrary 
power which the army in general had aſſiſted 
and encouraged him to aſſume. 
I I ſhall grant, Sir, we had at that time the 
* good luck to have en great and eminent 
8 6 patriots, 
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patriots, who had conſiderable intereſt . and 


commands in the army. By their means a ſpi- 
rit of liberty and patriotiſm was preſerved in 
the army; but if it had not been for the open 
and notorious bigotry of the Prince, I am 
afraid their endeavours would have proved in- 


effectual. They would Fanny themſelves 
have joined the Prince o 


Orange at his land- 
ing; but they muſt have joined ſingle and 
alone; and in that caſe they might, in all pro- 


bability, have fallen victims to their own ho- 


nour and their love for their country. I hope 


we have ſtill many ſuch officers in our army: I 
hope there is {till a ſpirit of liberty among the 


ſoldiers; but whoever conſiders the inſatiable 
thirſt of moſt men after power, the effects of 
company and converſation upon a man's way 
of thinking, and the rapid progreſs of martial 
law, muſt conclude, that a numerous ſtanding 
army, even of national troops, whether in quar- 
ters or in barracks, is abſolutely inconſiſtent with 
a free government, eſpecially where the mo- 
delling and commanding of that army depends 
entirely, as it does in this kingdom, upon the 
will of one ſingle man. 

It muſt be admitted, Sir, that a ſtanding 


army in quarters will always be more trouble- 


ſome to the people, than a ſtanding army in 
barracks; but for this very reaſon I ſhall always 
be for keeping our army in quarters, that the 


people may be ſenſible of the fetters, which are 


preparing for them, before ſuch a number can 
be forged, as may be ſufficient for ſhackling 
them cloſe down to the ground. The people 
have ſtill a power to prevent, or put an end 
to the keeping up of too numerous an army 
and I hope they will always think of exerci- 


© ſing this power before it be too late: That 
they may do ſo, IJ am for keeping our army in 


O 3 | their 
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their view, by having the ſoldiers quartered a- 
mong them. If the ſoldiers were all kept in 


barracks, the people would be inſenſible of their 


numbers, and might not, perhaps, think of re- 


ducing them by law, till the army grew ſo nu- 


merous, and became ſo cloſely united; as to be 
able to ſupport itſelf againſt law. Therefore, 
Sir, whatever friend I may be to diſcipline in 
the army, which, barring reviews, we have had 
no great oecaſion for, theſe twenty years paſt, 
whilſt I am a friend to the people, I ſhall think 


myſelf obliged to be againſt erecting barracks, 
and every thing that may in the leaſt contribute 


towards its being neceflary for us to erect any 


ſuch; and conſequently, ran vo againſt the 


clauſe now propoſed.” 
The debate upon this fabjeet being 8 


and the houſe having according to order reſolved 
itſelf into a committee upon this bill, on the 26th, 
Sir William Longe then ſtood up, and ſpoke in ſub. 


ſtance as follows. 


Sir, The laſt day ien was + abgned to the 


thods 


conſideration of this bill, was ſpent in long al- 


tercations, in vague and unneceſfary diſquiſitions, 
in retroſpective reflections upon events long paſt, 


and in aggravating of grievances that may never 


5 happen; much ſagacity was exerted, and much 


eloquence diſplayed, but no determination was 


attained, nor even that expedient examined, by 


which thoſe objections might be removed which 


« appeared ſo important, or thoſe dangers obviated 
which were reprefented ſo formidable and fo 
near. I hope, Sir, part of the time which has 
intervened between that debate and the preſent 
day, has been employed by the gentlemen, 
whoſe ſcryples were ſo numerous, and whoſe 


caution is ſo/ vigilant, in contriving ſome me- 
maintaining the army without oppreſF 


ing 


4 % "DEBATES. 
ing the lor, and of providing for qr de- 


« fence againft foreign enemies, without ſub) 
us to the evils of diſcontent and diſaffection, 


< which they impute to the preſent ſtate of the 


. " eſtabliſhment. To object for ever and 

to advance nothing, is an eaſy method of diſpu- 
tation upon any queſtion, / but contributes very 
© little to the increaſe of knowledge; an artful and 
acute objector may confound, and darken, and 
« diſturb, but never aſſiſts i inquiry or illuſtrates truth. 
In political queſtions, Sir, it is ſtill more eaſy 
. 5:00 leſs ingenuous; for all political meaſures are 

in ſome degree right and wrong at the ſame 
time; to benefit ſome they very frequently bear 
hard upon others, and are therefore only to be 
approved or rejected as advantages appear to 
© overbalance the inconveniencies, or the incon- 
+ vemencies to outweigh the advantages. It is, 
Sir, the proper province of a member of this 
* houſe to promote, not to obſtruct the public 
counſels, and when he declares his diſapprobation 
of any expedient, to endeavour to ſubſtitute a 
better. For how. can he be ſaid to ſuſtain his 

part of the general burden of publick affairs, 
who lays others under the neceſſity of forming 
every plan, and inventing every expedient, and 
contents himſelf with only cenfuring what lie 
never endeavours to amend? That every man 
* who is called forth by his country, to fit here as 
© the guardian of the publick happineſs, is obliged, 
©. by the nature of his office, to propoſe in this 
* aflembly whatever his penetration or experienee 

< may ſuggeſt to him as advantageous to the na- 
tion, I doubt not but all that hear me are ſuffi- 
ciently convinced; and therefore, cannot but 
fuppoſe that they have ſo far attended to their 


duty, as to be able to inform us how the preſent 


© inconveniencies of this Bin be be el. 
* n defects ſupplied. 25 
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| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
Jo ſhew, Sir, at leaſt my inclination to expe- 


dite an affair ſo important, I ſnall lay before the 


+ houſe an amendment that I have made to the 


*. clauſe, purſuant to a hint offered the laſt day by 


an honourable member, That all inn-holders, 
victuallers, c. ſhall be obliged: to furniſh ſol. 
<6. diers with falt, vinegar, ſmall beer, candles, 
F* fire, and utenſils to dreſs their victuals, and fo 
doing ſhall not be, obliged to ſupply the troops 
% with proviſions except on a march.“ 

I am far, Sir, from thinking the clauſe as it 


4 will ſtand after this amendment, compleat and 


unexceptionable, being conſcious that ſome arti- 
cles in it may require explanation. The quanti 

of ſmall beer to be allowed to each ſoldier muſt 
+ neceſlarily be aſcertained in order to prevent end- 


_ $ leſs and indeterminable diſputes; for one man, 


Sir, may demand a greater quantity than ano- 
+ ther, and a man may be prompted by malice or 


wantonneſs to demand more than health re- 


+. quires; it will therefore be proper to limit the 
quantity which muſt be furniſned, that neither 


the ſoldier may ſuffer by the avarice of his land- 


lord, nor the landlord be oppreſſed by the glut- 
tony of the ſoldier. With regard to this queſ- 
+ tion, Sir, I expect to find different opinions in 
this aſſembly, which every man is at liberty to 
offer and to vindicate; and I ſhall take this op- 
+ portunity of propoſing on my part, that every 
man may have a daily allowance of three quarts. 
One quart to each meal may be allowed in my 
opinion to be ſufficient, and fure no gentleman 
can imagine that by this limitation, much ſuper- 
© fluity is indulged. There are ſome parts, Sir, 
< 'of this kingdom, in which cyder is more plenti- 
+ ful, and cheaper than ſmall beer, conſequently it 
may be for the (caſe of the victualler, to have 
the choice allowed him of furniſhing one or the 
* other; it will therefore be a very proper addition 
A 3 £3 | © to 
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+ to this clauſe, that the inn-keepers ſhall allow 
the ſoldier every day three quarts of either ſmall 
beer or cyder. That penal ſanctions, Sir, are 
« effential to laws, and that no man will ſubmit to 
any regulations inconvenient to himſelf, but that 
+ he may avoid ſome heavier evil, requires not to 
© be proved; and therefore to compleat this clauſe, 
] propoſe that the victualler who ſhall negle& or 
refuſe to obſerve it, ſhall be ſubje& to ſome fine 
for his non- compliance... 
Then Henry Pelham, Eſq; ſpoke to this effect. 
Sir, I cannot omit this opportunity of obſer- Mr. 
ving how much the burden of the army is di- 
* miniſhed by the judicious regulations invariably 
* obſerved in the late reigns, and how little the 
 * aſſignment of troops is to be dreaded by the 
victualler. In the reign of King William, Sir, 
b before funds were eſtabliſhed, while the cre- 
dit of the government was low, the meaſures 
© of the court were often obviated or defeated by 
the ſuperiority of the diſcontented party, and 
the ſupplies denied which were neceſſary to ſup- 
6 po them, and in expectation of which they 
© had been undertaken, it was not uncommon for 
the towns in which the troops were ſtationed, 
to murmur at their gueſts; nor could they be 
charged with complaining without juſt reaſons; 
for to quarter ſoldiers upon a houſe, was in 
© thoſe days little leſs, than to ſend troops to live 
at diſcretion. As all ſupplies, Sir, were then oc- 
* cafional and temporary, and nothing was granted 
but for the preſent exigence, the prevalence of 
the oppoſition for a ſingle ſeſſion embarraſſed all 
* the meaſures of the court in the higheſt degree, 
* their deſigns were at a ſtand, the forces were 
© unpaid, and they were obliged to wait till ano- 
* ther ſeflion for an opportunity of proſecuting 
© their ſchemes. Thus, Sir, the ſoldiers were 
| * ſome- 


n — = 
—U B ˖ ˖* - 
a 


EIS 


[ 14 
3 
j 
DS ; 
1 
1 
* 
1 
9 
h 
* 
10 
| N 
7 1 
, 
5 bl 
1 40 
. 
Af) 
1 
40 
-B 
i 
* BW 
- Wh 
r 0 
I WL 
q 
- 
, 
1 WH 
. 
4 
by 
4 
* 
* 
9 
- » 
r 6 
1 
; ? 
| 
+ | 
i { 
o y 1 
IJ. 
3 
1 
* 
. 
10 
I. 
n 
+ win 
iy 
* 
4 
_ 
. 
2 
+3 
* PIE 
I. 
1. 
nh; 
\ 4 
- 1 
* 1 
ol 


3 1 K e —— I 
o — CI . — wh j wb 44 — — * — — — * hat ia ag IS * 
. Sp BD >< as ets. — . - — 
— * — te Adored — and: LG —_ : — — 


9 
EH 


* 
1 


202 


4 
& 
6 
4 
4 
C 
* 
6 
* 
4 
. 
5 8 


„ „ „ „„ „ 0 


R „ „ „% „ „ „„ „ „ „; „ „ „ „ „ „ «„ 


were neceſſarily ſupported by the inn-keeper at 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
ſometimes five months without their pay, an 
his own expence, with how much reluctance and 
diſeontent I need not mention. It cannot but be 


immediately conſidered upon hearing this ac- 
count of the ſoldier's condition, with how many 
reproaches he would receive his victuals, how 


roughly he would be treated, how often he 


would be inſulted as an id ler, and frowned upon 


as an intruder. Nor can it be imagined; that 
fuch affronts, however they might be provok'd, 
would be borne without return, by thoſe who 
knew themſelves not the authors of the provo- 
cation, and who thought themſelves equal fuf- 


ferers with thoſe who complained. When the 


inn-keeper growPd at the ſoldier, the ſoldier, it 
may be ſuppoſed, ſeldom fail'd to threaten, or 


to plunder the inn-keeper, and to riſe in his de- 


mands, as his allowance was retrenched. 
Thus, Sir, the landlord and his gueft were 


the conſtant enemies of each other, and ſpent 


their lives in mutual complaints, injuries, and 


inſults. But by the preſent regularity of our 


military eſtabliſnment, this great evil is taken a- 


way ; as the ſoldier requires no credit of the 
victualler, he is conſidered as no great incum- 
brance on his trade, and being treated without 


indignities, like any other member of the com- 
munity, he inhabits his quarters without vio- 
lence, inſolence, or rapacity, and endeavours to 


recommend himſelf by officiouſneſs and civility. 
In the preſent method of payment, Sir, the 
troops have always one month's pay advanced, 
and receive their regular allowance on the ſtated 


day; ſo that every man has it in his power to 
pay his landlord every night, for What he has 
had / in the day; or if he imagines himſelf able 


to procure his own proviſions at more advantage, 
dhe can now go to market with his on money. 


It 


am. D EEE wy 
lt appears therefore to me, Sir, that the amend- 

© ment now propoſed is the proper mean between | 
the different intereſts of the inn-keeper and ſol- 
dier, by which neither is made the ſlave of the 
other, and by which we ſhall leave to both op- 
< portunities of kindneſs," but take from' them the 
power of oppreſſion.” e 


Mamas Careu, Eſqʒ next ſpoke as follows. | 
Sir, The amendment now offered is not, in ur. c 
my opinion, ſo unreaſonabſe or unequitable as to 
« demand a warm and ſtrenuous oppoſition, nor 
© ſo compleat as not to be ſubje& to ſome objec- 
tions; Objections which, however, may be eaſily 
removed, and which would perhaps have been 
obviated, had they been foreſeen by the gentle- 
man who propoſed it. The allowance, Sir, of 
« ſmall liquors propoſed, I cannot but think more 


% 
—— — ̃ ̃ꝓ — — re re bet — — 


than ſufficient; three quarts a day are ſurely | 
more than the demands of nature make neceſſa- | 
ry, and I know not why the legiſlature ſhould | 


promote, or confirm in the ſoldiery, a vice to | 
© which they are already too much inclined, the | 
habit of tipling. The inn-keeper, Sir, will be | 
© heavily” burden'd by the obligation to ſuppl | 
< the ſoldier: with ſo many of the neceſſaries of 12 Et; 
* without payment, and therefore it may be juſtly 1 
expected by him, that no ſuperfluities ſhould be Vi 
But there remains another objection, Sir, of 
< far more importance, and which muſt be remo- 
© ved before this clauſe can be reaſonably paſſed 
into a law. It is not declared, or not with ſuffi- 
© cient perſpicutty, that it is to be left to the choice 
© of the inn-keeper, whether he will furniſh the 
ſoldier with proviſions at à groat a day, or with 
the neceſſaries enumerated in the clauſe for no- 
thing. If it is to be left to the choice of the 
ſoldier, the victualler receives no relief from the 


amend- 
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© amendment, to whoſe option, fince he muſt ſuf- 
< fer in either caſe, it ought to be refer'd, becauſe 
£ 1 can tell by which method he ſhall ſuffer 
c | . . . 5 


| Then Pelters Cornewal, Eſq; ; ſpoke 50 the man- 
ner following. . os A 


© Sir, It is not without the greateſt diffidence 
© that I riſe to oppoſe the gentleman who offer'd 
< the amendment, for his abilities are ſo far ſupe- 
_ © rior to mine, that I object without hope of being 
© able to ſupport my objection, and contend with 
an abſolute certainty of being overcome. I know 
not whether it may be allowed me to obſerve, 
that the difference between our faculties is with 
© regard to ftrength and quickneſs, the ſame as 
© between the cyder of his country and that of 
< mine, except that in one part of the parallel the 
© advantage is on our fide, and in the other on his. 
© The cyder, Sir, of our country is one of our 
© moſt yaluable commodities, ſo much eſteemed in 
« diftant places, that our merchants often ſell it by 
the bottle, for more than the ſoldier has to give 
< for the proviſion of a day, and of ſuch ſtrength, 
© that I, who am accuſtom'd to the uſe of it, ne- 
ver was able to drink three quarts in any fingle 
day. If therefore, Sir, the ſoldier is to have 
three quarts of this cyder, when ſmall beer is 
not eaſily to be procured, not only the inn-keep- 
© er, but the army will be injured; for what 
greater harm can be done to any man, than to 
mitiate him in a habit of intemperance? And 
_ © what outrages and inſolencies may not be ex- 
© pected from men truſted with ſwords, and kept 
from day to day, and from month to month, 
in habitual drunkenneſs by an act of Parlia- 
© ment? ? ES : 
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Sir William Yonge replied to this purpoſe. 


205 


by Sir,, I know not why the gentleman has Sir Wikken 
thought this a proper opportunity for diſplaying ander. 


his eloquence in the praiſe of his own cyder. 
That he loves his own country cannot be won- 
« dered, for no paſſion is more univerſal, and few 
© leſs to be cenſured; but he is not to imagine that 
the produce of his native ſoil will be generally 
« allow'd to excel that of other counties, becauſe 
early habits have endeared it to him, and fami- 
© liarized it to his particular palate. The natives 
of every place prefer their own fruits and their 
own liquor, and therefore no inference can be 
drawn from approbation ſo apparently partial. 
From this prejudice I am far from ſuſpecting 
« myſelf free, nor am deſirous or induſtrious to 
overcome it: Neither am I afraid of expoſing 
© myſelf to all the cenſure that ſo innocent a pre- 
« poſſeſſion may bring upon me, by declaring, 
that, in my opinion, the cyder of my native 
country is of equal excellence with that whic 

this gentleman has ſo liberally extolPd.? , 


Velters Cornewal, Eſq; anſwered to the follow- 
ing effect. e 


Sir, How little I expect victory in this contro- Mr. c 


verſy I have already declared, and I need not 
* obſerve of how ſmall importance it is what ſoil 
produces cyder of the greateſt excellence and 
value, ſince if there be other places where the 
* cyder is equally eſteemed, and purchaſed at the 
* ſame rate, it is yet more neceflary to provide, 
* by ſome exception, that the ſoldier ſhall not be 
* intitled to demand, of the victualler, liquor to 
* more than thrice the value of his pay, nor be 
allowed to revel in continual drunkenneſs, and 
* to corrupt his morals, and enervate his limbs by 
_ * inceſſant debauchery. But ſince, Sir, the pre- 

5 b « ference 


wal's reply. 
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The cyder, Sir, which I am now reſcuing 
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effect: 


| injuſtice I think myſelf obliged, by all the laws 


to vindicate its ſuperiority, and aſſert its value. 
The laws of honour, Sir, require this from me, 


cator of merit ſlighted and oppreſſed; and grati- 


protection of that, to which I have been often 


which an encomiaſt may expatiate without de- 
viating from the truth. Would the honourable 


der- working nectar, but honour my table with 


will this confeſſion be the effect of his regard to 
ſufficient for a daily allowance, in the lieu of 
ſmall beer, nor ought even that to be determined 


keeper, for whoſe benefit this clauſe is ſaid to be 
inſerted, and from whoſe grievances I hope we 


; any incidental] queſtions, or ludicrous diſputes.” 
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ference due to the cyder of my country has been 
denied, in my opinion, with great partiality and 


honour and gratitude, to ſtand up once more 


as they oblige every man to ſtand forth a vindi- 
tude calls loudly upon me to exert myſelf in the 


indebted for a pleafing ſuſpence of care, and 4 
welcome flow of ſpirit and gaiety. 


from contemptuous compariſons has often exhi- 
larated my ſocial hours, enlivened the freedom 
of converſation, and improved the tenderneſs of 
friendſhip, and ſhall not therefore now want a 
panegyriſt. It is one of thoſe few ſubjects on 

ntleman, Sir, who has thus vilified this won- 
his company, he would quickly be forced to re- 
tract his cenſures, and, as many of his country- 
men have done, confeſs that nothing equal to it 
is produced in any other part of the globe, nor 
politeneſs, but of his adherence to truth. Of 
liquor like this, Sir, two quarts is undoubtedly 
by the choice of the ſoldier, but of the inn- 


ſhall not ſuffer our attention to be diverted by 
© Charles gr, Eſq;. then pit to the following 


1 * Sir 
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Sir, That the allowance of two quatts a Mr. Gwe's 

day is ſufficient, and that to demand more is 9 
vanton indulgence of appetite, is experimen- 

tally known, and therefore no more ought to 

be impoſed upon the inn-keepers. Nor is this, 

Sir, the only part of the clauſe that requires 

our conſideration, for ſome of the other parti- 
culars to be provided by the victualler, may 

eaſily. furniſh perverſe tempers with an oppor- 

tunity of wrangling. Vinegar is not to be had 

in every. part of the kingdom, and where it 
cannot be procured, ought not to be requir*d; 

for neither reaſon nor experience will inform 


us, that vinegar ought to be rank'd among the 
neceſſaries of life.” 


K (A 


„ „ W Z 


Sir William Yonge made the following reply. 


Sir, By the alteration now made in the g, mn 
clauſe, the inn-keepers are effectually relieved Yng's 
from a great part of the burden which, in my 7 
opinion, this act has hitherto laid upon them; 

the neceſſity of furniſhing the ſoldiers quarter'd 
upon them with proviſions at the ſtated price, 
whatever might be the ſcarcity of the ſeaſon 

or of the country. That this was the inten- 
tion of the act, is aſſerted by thoſe, whoſe re- 
putation and promotion are ſufficient evidences 

of their ability in the interpretation of our laws. 
The inn-keeper may now either accept or re- 
tuſe the limited price, as it ſhall appear to 
him moſt conſiſtent with his intereſt, nor 
will there be for the future any room for mur- 
muring at unreaſonable demands, fince he may 
oblige that ſoldier whom he cannot ſatisfy, to 
pleaſe himſelf better at his own expence. The 
choice of the liquor is likewiſe wholly referr'd '/ 
to the inn-keeper; for the words in the clauſe 
requiring, that he ſhall furniſh three quarts of 
© ſmall beer or cyder, he complies indiſputably 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
with the law, by ſupplying either; and therefore 
the value of cyder in any particular country is 
not of much importance in the queſtion before 
© us; if cyder be more valuable than ſmall beer, it 
may be with-held ; if it be cheaper, it may be 
< ſubſtituted in its place; ſo that the inn-keeper 
© has nothing to conſult but his own intereſt. 
That this is the meaning of the clauſe, is, I ſup- 
© poſe, obvious to every man that hears it read, 
and therefore I ſee no reaſon for any alterations, 
© becauſe I know not any effect which they can 
< poſſibly have, except that of obſcuring the 
© ſenſe which is now too clear to be miſtaken.” 


Sir Jobn Barnard ſpoke next to the following 

_— | 
Sir, Tho' it ſhould be granted, that the 
clauſe before us is intelligible to every member 
of this aſſembly, it will not certainly follow, 
that there is no neceſſity of farther elucida- 
tions; for a law very eaſily underſtood by thoſe 
who make it, may be obſcure to others who are 
leſs acquainted with our general intention, leſs 
ſkild in the niceties of language, or leſs ac- 
cuſtomed to the ſtile of laws. It is to be con- 
ſider'd, that this law will chiefly affect a claſs 
of men very little inſtructed in literature, and 
very unable to draw inferences ; men to whom 
we often find it neceſſary in common caſes to 
uſe long explanations, and familiar illuſtrations, 
and of whom it may be not unreaſonably ſuſ- 
pected, that the ſame want of education, which 
* makes them ignorant, may make them petu- 
* lant, and at once incline them to wrangle, 
and deprive them of the means of deciding 
* their © controverſies. That both inn-holders 
and ſoldiers, are for the greateſt part of this 
* rank and temper, I ſuppoſe, Sir, every gentle- 
man knows from daily obſervation, and = 
| fore 
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A741. D BEBAT ES. 
« fore it will, I hope, be thought neceſſary to de- 
« ſcend to their underſtandings, and to give them 
laws in terms of which they will know the 
meaning; we ſhall otherwiſe more conſult the 
< intereſt of the lawyers, than the inn-holders ; 
and only by one alteration produce a neceſlity 
of another. | V 
] am therefore deſirous, Sir, that all the diffi- 
culties, which have been mentioned by every 
entleman on this occaſion, ſhould be remo- 
ved by clear, familiar, and determinate expreſ- 


eaſily be to an inn-holder or ſoldier abſolutely 
inexplicable. I cannot but declare, while I am 
ſpeaking on this ſubje&, that in my opinion 
two quarts of liquor will be a ſufficient allow- 
ance. If we conſider the demands of nature, 
more cannot be required; if we examine the 
expence of the inn-holder, he ought not to 
ſupply ſoldiers with a greater quantity for no- 
thing. It is to be remember'd, that ſmall beer, 
like other liquors, 1s charg'd with an exciſe in 
publick-houfes, and that two quarts will proba- 
bly coſt the landlord a penny; and as we can- 
not ſuppoſe, that fire, candle, vinegar, ſalt, 
pepper, and the uſe of utenfils, and lodging, 
can be furniſhed for leſs than three pence a 
* day, every ſoldier that is quarter*d upon a pub- 
* lick-houſe, may. be conſider'd as a tax of fix 
pounds a year; a heavy burden! which-ſurely 
* ought not to be aggravated by unneceſſary im- 
* politions,? | tb 
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Notwithſtanding theſe objections, the chuſes 
as offer'd and amended by Sir William Yonge 


were agreed to in the committee, and ſtood thus. 


© That the officers and ſoldiers to be quarter'd 
and billeted as aforeſaid, ' ſhall be received, 


and furniſhed with diet and ſmall beer by the 


Vor. XXI. — © owners 


ſions; for what they have found difficult, may 
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210 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
owners of the inns, livery-ſtables, ale-houſes, 
4 victualling-houſes, Sc. paying and allowing 
< for the ſame the ſeveral rates herein after men- 
< tioned, Ec. 

J Provided, that in caſe the inn-holder, on 
* whom any non-commiſſion officers or ſoldiers 
© ſhall be quarter d by virtue of this act (ex- 
cept on a march) ſhall be deſirous to fur- 
: i ſuch afficers or ſoldiers with candles, 
« yinegar, and falt, and with either ſmall beer 
or cyder, not exceeding three quarts for each 
* man a day, gratis, and to allow them the uſe 
of fire, and the neceſſary utenſils for dreſ- 
. ling and eating their meat, and ſhall give 
© notice of ſuch his deſire to the commanding 
© officers, and ſhall furniſh and allow. thera the 
* ſame accordingly; then, and in ſuch caſe 
the non- commifſion officers and ſoldiers ſo 
« quarter'd ſhall. rovide their own victuals, and 
the officer to, whom it belongs to receive, or 
* that does actually receive the pay and ſubſiſt- 
© ence of ſuch non- commiſſion officers and ſol- 
« diers, ſhall pay the ſeveral ſums, payable out 
of the A ke Dt for diet andſmall beer, 
to the non- commiſſion officers and ſoldiers a- 
© forefaid, and not to the inn-holder or other 
perſon, on whom ſuch non-commiſſion officers 

cor ſoldiers are quarter'd.” 


However it occaſioned a new. debate upon the 
27th, when the amendments made by the com- 


mittee were reported, in which Thomas Carew, 
Eſq; ſpoke 9 this effect: 


Mr. Speak er, 5 
Mr. Cs Sir, Tho" it may perhaps be allow'd, that the 
1 cookies of our preſent ſituation oblige us 
| 5, to ſupport a more numerous army than in former 
Mears, — no argument can be drawn from 
, e an ſhow the n of a 4 
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A. 17414. DE BAT ES. | 211 
© allowance to our ſoldiers, or of gratifying their 
' 5 defires by the "oppreſſion of the inn-holders. 
© If, Sir, the deſigns of our enemies are ſo 
malicious, and their power ſo formidable as to 
demand augmentations of our troops and addi- 
tions to our natural ſecurities, they ought ſurely 
to impreſs upon us the neceſſity of frugal mea- 
ſures, that no uſeleſs burdens may be impoſed 
upon the people. To furniſh two quarts of 
beer, Sir, every day for nothing, is undoubted- 
ly an impoſition ſufficiently grievous, and I 
can therefore diſcover no reaſon for which ari 
allowance of three ſhould be eſtabliſh*d; a pro- 
poſal injurious to the victualler, becauſe it ex- 
acts more than he can afford to allow, and of 
no benefit to the ſoldier, becauſe it offers him 
more than he can want.“ | f 
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Sir William Yonge ſpoke next to this purpoſe : | 


Sir, If it is an inſtance of mifcondu& to ſpend 3 ian 
upon any affair more time than the importance Te 
of it deſerves, I am afraid that the clauſe to *** 
which our attention is now recalled, may ex- 

poſe us to cenſure, and that we may be charg d 

with neglecting weighty controverſies,” and na- 
tional queſtions, to debate upon trifles; of wa- 
ſting our ſpirits upon ſubjects unworthy of con- 
tention ; of defeating the expectations of the 
publick, and diverting our enemies rather than 
oppoling them. But, Sir, as nothing has a more 
immediate tendency to the ſecurity of the nation, 

than a proper eſtabliſhment of our forces, and 

the regulation of their quarters is one of the 

moſt neceſſary and difficult parts of the eſtabliſh- 
ment; it is requiſite that we think no queſtion of 
this kind too trivial for our conſideration, ſince 
very dangerous difturbances have often been 
produced by petty diſputes. The quantity, Sir, 

* of ſmall beer to be allow'd by the victualler to 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
thoſe ſoldiers who ſhall provide their own victu- 
als, was diſputed yeſterday, and I thought was 


agreed upon; but ſince this queſtion is revived, 


I muſt take the opportunity to declare, that we 
ought not to aſſign leſs than three quarts a day 
to each man; for it is to be remember'd by 
thoſe who eſtimate the demands by their own, 
how much their way of life is different from 
that of a common ſoldier, and how little he can 
be charged with wantonneſs and ſuperfluity, 
for drinking more ſmall liquor than themſelves. 
There are few members of this houſe, who do 
not, more than once a day, drink tea, coffee, 
chocolate, or ſome other cooling and diluting 
infuſion; delicacies which the ſoldier cannot 
purchaſe, to which he is intirely a ſtranger, 
and of which the place muſt be ſupplied by 
ſome other cheap and wholeſome liquors. If, 
Sir, thoſe gentlemen whoſe cloſe attention to the 
intereſt of the inn-holder has perhaps abſtracted 
them, in ſome degree, from any regard to the 
neceſſities of a ſoldier, will conſent to allow 
him five pints a day, I ſhall contend no longer; 
for tho' I cannot agree that it is a ſufficient 
proviſion, yet, as other gentlemen equally able 
to judge in this ſubje& with myſelf, are of a 


different opinion, I ſhall ſhew my regard for 
their ſentiments, by deſiſting from oppoſition.” 


qc of compromiſing this debate, by taking the 


Then the Lord Baltimore ſpoke in ſubſtance 


as follows: 


Sir, I am not able to diſcover any neceſſity 


mean between the two different opinions, or 


for denying to the ſoldiers what every labou- 


2 rer or ſerving- man would murmur to be refu- 
ſed for a ſingle day. I believe, Sir, every gen- 


tlemen, who examines the expence of his fami- 


ly, will find that each of his ſervants conſumes 


daily 
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daily at leaſt three quarts of ſmall beer, and 
« ſurely it is not to be required that a ſoldier 
« ſhould live in a perpetual ſtate of war with his 
« conſtitution, and a conſtant inability to comply 
with the calls of nature.” 


Then General Handaſide ſpoke to the following 
purpoſe : 


Sir, The inclination ſhown by ſeveral gen- gu, 
« tlemen for a penurious and ſcanty proviſion for geech. 


the ſoldiers, muſt, in my opinion, proceed 
from an inattentive conſideration of their pay, 
and will therefore be removed by laying before 
them an a&ount of his. condition, and compa- 
ring his daily pay with his daily expences. 
The whole pay of a foot-ſoldier, Sir, is ſix- 
pence a day, of which he is to pay four-pence 
to his landlord for his diet, or, what 1s very 
nearly the ſame, to carry four-pence daily to 
the market, for which how ſmall a ſupply of 
proviſions he can bring to his quarters, eſpeci- 
ally in time of ſcarcity, I need not mention. 
There remain then only two-pence, Sir, to be 
diſburſed for things not immediately neceſſary 
for the preſervation of life, but which no man 
can want without being deſpicable to others 
and burdenſome to himſelf. Two- pence a day 
is all that a ſoldier has to lay out upon cleanli- 
neſs and decency; and with which he is likewiſe 
to keep his arms in order, and to ſupply him- 
ſelf with ſome part of his cloathing. If, Sir, 
after theſe deductions he can from two-pence a 
day procure himſelf the means of enjoying a few 
happy moments in the year with his companions 
over a cup of ale, is not his œcnomy much 
more to be envied than his luxury? Or can it 
be charged upon him that he enjoys more than 
his ſhare of the felicities of life?. Is he to be 
* burdened with new expences left he ſhould 
4 | « hoard 
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4 
© hoard up the publick money, ſtop the circula- 
tion of coin, and turn broker or uſurer with 
* two-pence a day? I have been fo. long ac- 
* quainted, Sir, with the foldier's character, that 
I will adventure to ſecure him from the charge 
of avarice, and to promiſe that whatever he 
* ſhall poſſeſs not neceſſary to life, he will enjoy 
* to the advantage of his landlord.” 


Then Alexander Hume Campbell, Eſq; ſpoke in 
ſubſtance as follows : | 


fe, 2 * Sir, I am far from intending to oppoſe this 
v © propoſal of five pints, though, upon a rigorous 
examination, it might appear more than the 
© mere wants of nature require, for I cannot but 
+ declare that this queſtion has too long engaged 
the attention of the houſe, and that the repre- 
+ ſentatives of a mighty nation, befet with ene- 
mies, and incumbered with difficulties, ſeem 
* to forget their importance and their dignity, b 
* wrangling from day to day upon a pint of Call 
+ beer. I conceive the bill which we are now 
© conſidering, Sir, not as a perpetual and ſtand- 
ing law, to be interwoven with our conſtitution, 
or added to the principles of our government, 
+ but as a temporary eſtabliſhment for the preſent 
+ year; an expedient to be laid aſide when our 
© affairs ceaſe to require it; an experimental eſſay 
* of a new practice, which may be changed or 
continued according to its ſucceſs, To allow, 
Sir, five pints of ſmall beer a day to our fol- 
* diers for a fingle year can produce no formida- 
ble inconveniencies, and may, though it ſhould 
not be intirely approved, be of leſs diſadvantage 
* to the publick than the waſte of another day. 


p But the amendment made by the committee, 
for allowing three quarts of ſmall beer a day, 
being inſiſted on, it was agreed to by the houſe 
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and the bill with this allowance was afterwatds 
_ paſſed into a law. 


February 26, a debate and diviſion happened Proteſt — 
in the houſe of Lords upon the place bill, which Re det 
occaſioned the following proteſt : 


Thurſday, February 26, 1740-1. The — of 
the day being read for a ſecond reading of the 
bill, intituled, An act for the better ſecuring the 
« freedom of Parliaments by limiting the number 
« of officers in the houſe of Commons. 


The ſaid bill was read a ſecond time, and it 
being moved to commit the' bill, the ſame was 
objected to. After debate, the queſtion was put, 
Whether the ſaid bill ſhall be committed ? It was 
reſolved in the DRY Content 44, Not Cons 
tent 63. 


Northampton, Shaft ;ſoury, Stanhope, Clifion. 


Diſſentient 

1. Becauſe we conceive, that our oonſtitütion 
itſelf points out this bill, as one of its principal 
ſecurities, a due poize and independency of the 
three ſeveral conſtituent parts of the ſupreme le- 
giſlative power, being required by the ſpirit of 
our conſtitution, and abſolutely neceſſary to its 
exiſtence. If any one of theſe becomes depen- 
dent on the other, the conſtitution is dangerouſly 
altered: But if any two become dependent on 
the third, it is totally ſubverted, and the wiſeſt 
eſtabliſhment that ever was formed of a free go- 
vernment, ſhrinks and degenerates into a mo- 
: narchical and ariſtocratical or democratical faction. 
We therefore think we cannot be too careful in 

| Providing againſt whatever may, at any time, affect 
this juſt poize, and neceſſary independency of the 
three eſtates. And this caution ſeems the more 
requiſite, now, when, from the inevitable varia- 
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tion of things, employments are become exceed- 
ingly numerous, and are yet further artfully ſplit, 
divided, ſubdivided and increaſed in value, in 


order to add both extent and weight to their in- 


fluence. Two hundred employments are diſtri- 
buted in the preſent houſe of Commons; a dan- 
gerous circumſtance! And which, if it could 
have been foretold to our anceſtors even in the 
latter end of the laſt century, the prediction would 
have been rejected by them as chimerical, or, if 
believed, lamented as fatal ; and ſhould the num- 
ber of employments continue to increaſe in the 
ſame proportion, even we may live to ſee, for 
want of this bill, a conſtant majority of placemen 


meeting under the name of a Parliament, to 


eſtabliſh grievances inſtead of redreſſing them ; 
to approve implicitly the meaſures of a court 
without information ; to ſupport and ſcreen the 
miniſters they ought to controul or puniſh, and to 
grant money without account, or it may be, with- 
out bounds. 'In which caſe, the remaining forms 
of our. conſtitution” would, by creating a fatal 
deluſion, become our greateſt grievance. 

2. Tho' we don't abſolutely aſſert, that em- 
ployments neceſſarily muſt, yet we cannot ſup- 
pole, that they never will, influence the votes 
and conduct of the gentlemen of the houſe of 
Commons; for ſuch a ſuppoſition would be 
equally. concluſive againſt all the acts of Parlia- 
ment now in force, limiting the number of offi- 
cers of any kind in that houſe; and, in a caſe of 
ſuch importance, we think it would be the higheſt 
imprudence, to truſt the very being of our con- 
ſtitution to bare poſſibilities ; eſpecially if an ex- 
perience (which we. rather chuſe to hint at than 


enlarge upon) ſhould give us juſt reaſon to ſuſpect, 


that former Parliaments have felt the effect of 
this baneful influence, almoſt all perſons in em- 
ployments having voted invariably on the ſame 
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ſide of the queſtion, often againſt the known and 


ſignified ſenſe of their conſtituents, and ſome- 
times perhaps even contrary to their on private 
declarations; and no ſooner did they preſume to 


deviate from the miniſterial track, than they were 


diveſted of thoſe employments that failed of their 
intended influence. But, admitting that the pre- 
ſent houſe of Commons has kept itſelf moſt un- 
taintedly pure from ſuch pollution, yet we think 
it neceſſary not to expoſe future Parliaments to 
ſuch a trial, nor the conſtitution to the uncer- 
tainty of the deciſion. 

3. Becauſe, tho? it ſhould be granted, that this 
bill would have reſtrained: in ſome degree the li- 
berty of the electors, that objection has no weight 
upon this occaſion, every law being, in ſome de- 
gree, a reſtraint upon the natural liberty of man, 
but yet juſtly enacted, wherever the good of the 
whole (which ſhould be the object of every law) 
is promoted thereby; and we apprehend, that 
this reſtraint is of ſuch a nature, that thoſe only 
will be uneaſy under it who intended to abuſe the 
liberty. The votes of the electors of Great Bri- 
tain, if unbiaſſed, would rarely concur in the 
choice of perſons, avowed creatures of a miniſter, 
known dependents on a court, and utterly un- 
known to thoſe who ele& them. But if, in an 
age, when luxury invites corruption, and corrup- 
tion feeds luxury, there is too much reaſon to 
fear, that the people may be prevailed upon, in 
many places, by a pecuniary influence, to give 
their votes to thoſe whom their uninfluenced ſen- 
timents would reject with indignation and con- 
tempt, we think it neceſſary to lay this juſt and 
conſtitutional reſtraint upon the liberties of ſome, 
as the only means to preſerve the liberties of all. 
By former acts of Parliament, the electors are 
already debarred from electing perſons in certain 

con- 
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conſiderable employments; and in the act for 


preſerving our conſtitution, by ſettling the crown 


— the preſent Royal Family, it was enacted, 
T hat no perſon whatſoever in employment ſhould 
be capable of being choſen a member of the 
houſe of Commons. Such was then the ſpirit of 
Itberty, that even this total excluſion could not 
be refuſed, nor could the repeal of it afterwards 
be obtained, without enacting a limitation of the 
number of placemen allowed to fit in the houſe 
of Commons, and a new election of every per- 
fon who, whilſt he was a member of that houſe, 
ſhould accept of any employment under the 
crown; as likewiſe a total (we wiſh we could ſay 
an effectual) excluſion of all perſons holding em- 


ployments erected ſince the paſſing of that act; 


and there is no reaſon to doubt, but that the ſame 
ſpirit of precaution would, upon the ſame conſti- 

tutional principles, have been carried much far- 
ther at that time, could it then have been fore- 
ſeen or imagined, that the excluſion of fome civil 
officers would have been rendered uſeleſs, by the 
introduction of ſo many military ones; and fo 
many perſons in employments, infinitely inferior, 
both in rank and profit, to thoſe excluded by 
theſe ſeveral acts, could ever have been by any 
means elected into Parliament: And indeed it 
ſeems to us highly incongruous, that inferior 
clerks, and attendants of offices, who have not 
ſeats in the preſence of their maſters, ſhould be 
admitted to have ſeats in the legiſlature, and 
there become the check and controul of their 


4. Becauſe we do not apprehend, that the free: 
dom of Parliament is now in the leaſt ſecured by 
the obligation laid upon all menfbers of the houſe 
of Commons, who accept any employment under 
the crown, of being re- elected, experience having 
ſhewn us, that this ſeeming ſecurity is for _— 

mo 
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moſt part become ineffectual, there being very few 
inſtances of perſons failing in ſuch re- elections, tho 
utter ſtrangers to their electors; and it is natural 
to ſuppoſe, that, when the means of corrupting 
are greater, the ſucceſs of the candidate recom- 
mending himſelf, by corruption only, will not 
be leſs. | | 
5. Becauſe we obſerve with concern, that a 
bill of this nature has been already thrice rejected 
by this very houſe of Commons, and not been 
allowed to be committed, ſo as to have it known 
how far it was propoſed to extend, which, in our 
opinions, implied a firm reſolution not to admit 


of any further excluſion of employments what- 


ſoever: Whereas, in this laſt ſeſſion of this Par- 
liament, this bill was ſent up to us, after having 
aſſed thro' all the forms of the other houſe with- 
out the leaſt oppoſition. This we conceive can 
only proceed either from: their conviction at laſt 
of the neceſſity of ſuch a bill, of which they are 
ſurely the propereſt judges, or in compliance with 
the almoſt univerſal inſtructions of their conſtitu- 
ents, whoſe voice we think ought to have ſome 
weight even here; or laſtly, to delude their con- 
{tituents themſelves, by tacitly conſenting to what 
they were either told, or hoped, this houſe would 
refuſe. And in this caſe we apprehend, that a 
confidence ſo injurious and diſhonourable, ought 
to have been diſappointed from a juſt ſenſe of 
the contempt thereby ſhewn of the credit, weight, 

and dignity of this houſe. | 
6. Becauſe we think it particularly ſeaſonable, 
ſo near the end of this Parliament, to provide 
for the freedom and independency of the next ; 
and as we conſider this opportunity as the only 
one we are likely to have, for ſome years at leaſt, 
to do it, it is with the greater concern that we 
ſee this bill thus laid aſide, rather by a diviſion 
than a debate, and by numbers rather than argu- 
| ments. 
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220 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
ments. But however unſucceſsful our endeavours 
have been for the future ſecurity of this conſtitu- 

tion; however unavailing our deſire of inquiring 
into paſt and preſent tranſactions; however fruit- 
leſs our attempts to prevent future miſmanage- 
ments, by a cenſure of the paſt, and the removal 
of the author of them: We have at leaſt this 
comfort, of tranſmitting our names to poſterity, 
as diſſenting from thoſe meaſures of which the 
preſent age ſufficiently teſtifies its diſlike, and of 
which the next may too probably feel the fatal 


conſequences. | 
Abingdon Warrington Manſel 
Bridgwater Bruce | _ Cobham 
Haverſham R. Lich. & Cov. Cheſterfield 
Macclesfield Carliſle Maſham 
Greenwich Talbot Halifax 
Hereford Gower Denbi gh. 


Aylesford Ward 


For all the above reaſons except the laſt, 

| Foley. 
Bill brought Upon December 18, leave was given to bring 
aki As- in a bill for the encouragement and increaſe of ſea- 
deny e feet. men, and for the better and ſpeedier manning his 
Majeſty's fleet; and Sir Charles Wager, Mr. Clut- 
terbucke, and Mr. Attorney General were ordered 
to prepare and bring in the fame; which was ac- 
cordingly preſented to the houſe by Sir Charles 
Wager, upon the 27th of January; and that our 
readers may the better underſtand the following 
debates upon it, we ſhall give them a copy of the 

bill as follows, viz. | 


Copy of the Whereas the welfare and proſperity of his Ma- 
bill, jeſty's dominions are greatly concerned in giving 
all due encouragement to mariners and ſeamen to 
enter voluntarily into ſhips of the Royal navy, for 
the ſervice and defence of their country; 8 it 
8 | ; | tnere- 
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therefore enacted, by the King's moſt excellent 
| Majeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons 
in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the 
authority of the ſame, [That from and after the 

day of | every able ſea- 
man, who ſhall have voluntarily ſerved on board 
the Royal navy for the ſpace of years, 
and ſhall by age, wounds, or other infirmities, be 
diſabled from any future ſervice at fea, and who 
ſhall not receive any penſion from the cheſt. at 
Chatham, or any maintenance or proviſion in Green- 


wich hoſpital, or out of the revenues thereof, or 


otherwiſe, ſhall have paid and allowed from his 


Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the yearly pen- 
ſion of until he ſhall be provided for in 
the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwicb, or otherwiſe; 
and the Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, or 


the Commiſſioners for executing the office of Lord 


High Admiral of Great Britain for the time being 
reſpectively, or any or more of the ſaid 
Commiſſioners, upon application of every ſuch ſea- 
man, and due examination and proof made of his 
being qualified and intitled to receive ſuch penſion 


within the tenor and true meaning of this act, are 


hereby authorized and required to iſſue and make 
out a warrant to the Commiſſioners of the navy 
for the time being for the payment of the ſame, 
who are, upon receipt of the ſaid warrant, hereby 
authorized and required to order and direct the 
payment thereof accordingly.] 

In deliberating upon the foregoing clauſe it was 
thought proper, inſtead of a future penſion to give 
a preſent reward; and therefore it was alter*d thus : 
That from and after the 25th day of March 
1741. every able ſeaman, who ſhall on or before 
May 1, 1741. voluntarily enter himſelf to ſerve 
on board any of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, ſhall 
receive and be entitled to a bounty of five pounds 

| over 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
over and above his wages; and every ordinary 
feaman, who ſhall on or before May 1, 1741. vo- 
luntarily enter himſelf on board any of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhips of war, ſhall receive and be entitled to 
a bounty of three pounds over and above his wa- 


8 it is hereby further enacted, That if any 
ſeaman, under the degree of a warrant or com- 
miſſion officer, entering voluntarily into the ſervice 
of his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, ſhall be 
killed or drowned in the ſaid ſervice, and ſhall 
leave a widow, to whom he was lawfully married, 
every fuch widow ſending or producing to the 
Commiſtioners of the navy a certificate, under the 
hands of the miniſter, churchwardens, and over- 
ſeers of the poor of the pariſh wherein ſhe reſides, 
that ſhe is the real widow of the ſaid ſeaman fo 
killed or drowned, ſhall receive ſuch ſum of mo- 
ney, by way of bounty, as ſhall amount to and 
be an equivalent with [one] year's pay or wages of 
ſuch ſeaman, computing the ſame according to the 
rate of the' monthly wages or pay he ſerved for; 
or was intitled to at the time of his death; and 
the Commiſſioners of the navy for the time being, 
are hereby authorized and required, upon produ- 
cing ſuch certificate at the navy-office, to order 
and direct the payment of ſuch bounty-money ac- 
cordingly. © "OLA | 

[The eleven following clanſes were rejected as dan- 
gercus to liberty.) J)) ³˙ . 8 

And be it further enacted, by the authority a- 
foreſaid, That all and every the juſtices of the 
peace within the ſeveral counties, ridings, and 
places of this realm, and the dominion of Wales, 
and town of Berwick upon Tweed, and all the 
mayors, bailiffs, and other chief magiſtrates of the 
reſpective cities, boroughs, and towns corporate 
within the ſame, and every of them, ſhall, and 
they and every of them reſpectively is, and * 
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by this act authorized and required, from time to 


time, until to make, and cauſe to 


be made, diligent ſearch for all ſuch ſeamen and 
ſeafaring- men as lie hid, withdraw, or conceal 


themſelves within their reſpective juriſdictions; 


and ſhall cauſe all ſuch ſeamen and ſeafaring- men 
25 aforeſaid, which ſhall be found or diſcovered, 
to be taken up, ſecured, and delivered over for 
his Majeſty's ſervice at ſea, ig gſuch manner as is 
herein after directed and app ed. 

And, for the more effectuWJdoing thereof, It is 
hereby further enacted, That any or more 
of the juſtices of the peace of the ſeveral counties 
and ridings aforeſaid, within their reſpective div- 
fions, and the mayor, bailiff, head officer or offi- 
cers of every city or town corporate having juſtices 
of the peace, together with juſtices of the peace 
of the ſame city or town corporate reſpectively, 
or in default of ſuch juſtices, then with | 
juſtices. of the peace of the county wherein the 
faid city or town corporate is ſituate, within their 


ſeveral juriſdictions, at any time or times before 


and until the faid (upon. any application 
or applications to them reſpectively to be made by 
ſuch perſon or perſons, who ſhall be authorized by 
his Majeſty under his Royal fign manual, or by 
the Lord High Admiral of Great Britain, or by 
any or more of the Commiſſioners: for executi: 
the office of Lord High. Admiral of Great Britain 
for the time being, to receive and: conduct ſuch 
ſeamen) ſhall iſſue their warrants: to all and every 
the high conſtables, petty: conſtables, headbo- 
roughs and tything-men, or other officers and in- 
habitants, or any of them, within their reſpective 
juriſdictions, or to the high conſtables, for iſſuing 
their precepts to the petty conſtables, and other 
officers.aforeſaid, (who have hereby. power tu call 
to their aſſiſtance ſuch and ſo many of the other 
inhabitants, aa may be needful to enable them to 
. perform 
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perform this ſervice) to make a general privy 


ſearch, or ſo many general privy ſearches, as may 
moſt conduce to his Majeſty's ſervice, within eve- 
ry hundred, diviſion, city, corporation, and in 
every pariſn, village, hamlet, and place therein; 
every ſuch ſearch to be made at ſuch times, whe- 
ther by day or night, as ſhall be ſpecified in the 
ſaid warrants reſpectively, for the finding out, 
taking, and ſecuryzgggll ſuch ſeamen and ſeafaring- 
men as aforeſaid, or bringing them before the 
faid juſtices of thEFeace or magiſtrates, at ſuch 


time and place as ſhall be prefixed in the ſaid war- 


rants, within days at fartheſt after the making 
forth of ſuch warrants reſpectively; and the ſaid 
high conſtables, petty conſtables, headboroughs, 
tything-men, officers, and others, who ſhall be 
charged with the execution of the ſaid warrants or 
precepts, ſhall carefully and diligently perform 
their duties therein, according to the tenor thereof, 
and of this a&, at all times before and until the 


- Md i under fuck as are herein 
after expreſſed. £ 


And it is hereby enacted, That the ſaid juſtices 
of the peace and magiſtrates reſpectively, ſhall 
aſſemble and meet together at the time or times, 
and place or places, to be prefix'd in the ſaid war- 
rants; and they, together with ſuch other juſtices 
of the peace of the ſame hundred, diviſion, city, 
place, or precin&, as ſhall then be preſent, or the 
major part of them then preſent, ſhall examine the 
perſons which ſhall be ſo brought before them; 
and if they find them to be ſuch ſeamen or ſea- 
faring-men as aforeſaid, ſhall cauſe them forthwith 
to be delivered over to the perſon or perſons ap- 
pointed to receive and conduct them as aforeſaid, 


to be conveyed into his Majeſty's ſervice at ſea. 


And it is hereby enacted and declared, That in 


the making of ſuch general ſearch or ſearches as 
aforeſaid, within the time before limited, it ſhall 
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and may be lawful to and for the ſaid officers ap- 
pointed to make the ſame, or any of them, to en- 
ter into any houſe, out-houſe, or other place, 
where ſuch officer or officers ſhall ſuſpe& any ſuch 
ſeamen or ſeafaring-men to be concealed; and, if 
entrance be not readily admitted, then to force, or 
cauſe to be forced open, the door or doors of any 
| ſuch houſe, out- houſe, or other place, in order to 
make ſuch ſearch. | 
And be it enacted, by uthority aforeſaid, 
That on the ſaid day or of meeting of the 
ſaid juſtices and magiſtrates feſpectively, the high 
_ conſtable of the ſaid reſpective hundreds or divi- 
ſions, and all and every the petty conſtables, head- 
boroughs, and tything-men of every townſhip and 
place, ſhall appear before the ſaid juſtices and ma- 
giſtrates reſpectively, and give account of the ex- 
ecution of the reſpective warrants and precepts to 
them directed as aforeſaid, and of their doings in 
the performance of his Majeſty's ſervice in the 
premiſes; and the ſaid juſtices of the peace and 
magiſtrates reſpectively, or the major part of them 
preſent, ſhall have hereby power to examine them, 
or any of them, or any others, upon oath, con- 
cerniag the ſame, and to not exceedin 
upon any of them reſpectively, for not 
appearing, or for any neglect, connivance, or o- 
ther offence in the premiſes, and to levy ſuch 
by of the offenders goods, for the uſe of the 
poor of the pariſh where ſuch offence ſhall be com- 
mitted, | | 
And be it enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 
That every ſeaman or ſeafaring-man, who ſhall be 
taken and delivered as aforeſaid, ſhall have his pay 
commence from and alſo from the ſame 
time ſhall be deemed a ſeaman or mariner in his 
Majeſty's ſervice, as much as if he had received 
wages, or been muſtered; and if ſuch ſeaman or 
ſeafaring- man ſhall wilfully defert, or run away 
Vor. XXI. Q from 
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from his conductor, ſuch deſertion or running a- 
way ſhall be judged and the juſtices of 
every county, riding, diviſion, city, town, or 
place, or any of them, where any ſuch ſeaman or 


ſeafaring-man ſhall be taken, ſhall have full power 
by virtue of this act to 


And it is hereby further enacted, That upon 
the delivery of every ſch ſeaman or ſeafaring- man 
as aforeſaid, to the ctive perſons that ſhall be 
appointed to receive 
ſuch perſons ſo appointed ſhall, out of the money 
given for the ſervice of the navy, to be put into 
their hands for this purpoſe, pay for every ſuch 
ſeaman or ſeafaring- man as aforeſaid, the ſum of 

as Aa reward to the conſtable, or other 


officer, who diſcovered, took, and ſecured the 


ſaid ſeaman or ſeafaring-man, and for defraying his 
charges in the ſaid ſervice; and if more perſons 
than one ſhall be concerned in the diſcovery, tak- 
ing, or ſecuring of the ſaid ſeaman or ſeafaring- 
man, then the ſaid reward ſhall be diſtributed a- 
mongſt them, at the diſcretion of the ſaid juſtices 
or chief magiſtrates reſpectively; which ſaid con- 
ſtables, or perſons receiving the ſaid rewards, ſhall 
give receipts for the ſame, to the ſaid conductors, 
which ſhall be allowed upon their accounts; and 
the ſaid conductors ſhall likewiſe give receipts, 
under their hands, to the ſaid conſtables or other 
officers reſpectively, for every man ſo delivered. 
And it is hereby declared, That conduct - money 
for conveying and ſubſiſting the ſaid men, ſo taken 
and delivered, till they are on board ſome of his 
Majeſty's ſhips or veſſels in ſea- pay, ſhall be fur- 


niſhed and allowed according to the preſent uſage 
of the navy. | 


And be it enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 


That if any perſon or perſons whatſoever ſhall 
preſume to harbour or conceal any ſeaman or ſea- 


faring 


conduct them as aforeſaid, 
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firing-man, liable to be taken upon this act, or 
ſhall wilfully do any a& or thing whereby the ex- 
ecution of this act, in the ſearching for, taking, 
ſecuring, or conducting ſuch men as aforeſaid, 
ſhall be hindered or fruſtrated, or ſhall entice any 
ſeaman or ſeafaring-man to run away from his 
conductor, ſuch offenders for every ſuch offence 
ſhall 

and all and every the offences laſt- mentioned, ſhall 
and may be inquired of, heard, and finally deter- 
mined by any or more of his Majeſty's juſtices 
of the peace, dwelling in or near the place where 


ſuch offence ſhall be committed, who have hereby 


power to cauſe the ſaid to be levied by 
of the offenders goods and chattels, rendering the 
overplus (if any be) to the offender; and if the 
offender have no ſuch goods or chattels to be 
found, and ſufficient to anſwer the ſaid 
penalty, then to i 

And be it further enacted, by the authority a- 


foreſaid, That the juſtices of the peace, and the 


magiſtrates of every reſpective county, riding, 
diviſion, liberty, city, or place, before whom any 
perſon ſhall be impreſſed for the ſea-ſervice, in 
purſuance of this act, do and ſhall, at every general 
quarter-ſeſhons for ſuch county, riding, diviſion, 
liberty, city, or place, exhibit an account, under 
their hands and ſeals, of the names of the ſeveral 
perſons by them ſo impreſſed, at any time pre- 
ceding ſuch reſpective general quarter- ſeſſions, to- 
gether with the names of the hundred, pariſh, or 
place from whence, and the pariſh officers, or other 
oficers, by whom, and times when, ſuch perſons 
were brought and impreſſed, and of the names of 
the conductors to whom ſuch perſons were deliver- 
ed; and that ſuch accounts ſhall be kept by the 
clerk of the peace, or town-clerk of 'every ſuch 
county, riding, diviſion, liberty, city, or place, 
among the records thereof, to which accounts all 
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perſons may have reſort, at reaſonable times, with- 
out any fee or charge: And the clerk of the peace, 
or town-clerk for every ſuch county, riding, divi- 
ſion, liberty, city, or place, is hereby required, from 
time to time, within days after ſuch quarter- 
ſeſſions, to tranſmit true copies thereof, atteſted 
by himſelf, to the ſecretary of the Lord High 
Admiral, or the Commiſſioners for executing the 
office of Lord High Admiral. 

And be it further enacted, That to prevent 
frauds in the due execution of this act, a regiſter 
ſhall be appointed to be kept in the Navy or 
Admiralty-Office, where the names of every per- 
ſon ſo impreſſed and entered into his Majeſty's 
ſervice at ſea, ſhall be entered, and the ſhip 
they were to ſerve in, that ſo, upon the muſters 
of the ſaid ſhip's company, it may appear if ſuch 
prion or perſons were actually entered in his 

ajeſty's ſervice, and continue in the ſame. 

And whereas by an act of Parliament made 
and paſſed in the firſt year of the reign of his 
preſent Majeſty, intituled, An af? for encouraging 
ſeamen to enter into his Majeſty"s ſervice, it was en- 
acted, That no perſon whatſoever, who ſhould 
liſt and enter himſelf to ſerve his Majeſty, as a 
ſeaman, on board any of his Majeſty's ſhips or 
veſſels, ſhould be liable to be taken out of his 
Majeſty's ſervice by any proceſs or execution 
whatſoever, (other than for ſome criminal mat- 
ter) unleſs for a real debt, or other juſt cauſe of 
action, and unleſs before taking out ſuch procels 
or execution, not being for a criminal matter, 
the plaintiff or plaintiffs therein, or ſome other 
-perſon or perſons on his or their behalf, ſhall 
make affidavit before one or more judge or judges 
of the court of Record, or other court, out of 
which ſuch proceſs or execution ſhall iſſue, or 
before ſome perſon authorized to take affidavits 
in ſuch courts, that to his or their elan 

: the 
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the ſum juſtly due and owing to the ſaid plaintiff 
or plaintiffs, from the defendant or defendants, 
in the action, or cauſe of action, on which ſuch 
proceſs ſhould iſſue, or the debt or damages, and 
coſts, for which ſuch execution ſhould be iſſued 
out, amounted to the value of twenty pounds at 
the leaſt; a memorandum of which oath ſhould 


for which memorandum or oath no fee ſhould be 
taken; and that, if any perſon ſhould be arreſted. 
contrary to the intent of the ſaid act, it ſhould be 
lawful for one or more judge or judges of ſuch 
court, upon complaint thereof, made by the party 
himſelf, or by any his ſuperior officer or officers, to 
examine into the ſame, by the oath of the parties 
or otherwiſe, and by warrant under his or their 
hands and ſeals; to diſcharge ſuch ſeamen, ſo ar- 
reſted contrary to the intent of the ſaid act, with- 
out paying any fee or fees, upon due proof made 
before him or them, that ſuch ſeaman ſo arreſted, 
was actually belonging to one of his Majeſty's 
ſhips or veſſels, and arreſted contrary to the in- 
tent of the ſaid a&t; and alſo to award to the 
party ſo complaining, ſuch coſts as ſuch judge or 
judges ſhould think reaſonable, for the recovery 
whereof he ſhall have the like remedy, that the 
perſon who took out the ſaid execution might 
have had for his coſts, or the plaintiff in the ſaid 


with coſts, againſt the defendant in the ſaid 
action: And it was thereby further enacted, That 


and plaintiffs, upon notice firſt given in writing, 


Majeſty's ſervice, to file a common appearance 
in any action to be brought for, or upon account 


Q 3 of, 


be marked on the back of ſuch proceſs or writ, 


aktion might have had for the recovery of his 
coſts, in caſe judgment had been given for him 


it ſhould and might be lawful for any plaintiff 
of the cauſe of action to ſuch ſeaman or ſeamen 


in his Majeſty's ſervice, or left at his or their laſt 
place of reſidence, before his entering into his 
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of, any debt whatſoever, ſo as to intitle ſuch 
plaintiff or plaintiffs to proceed therein to judg- 
ment and outlawry, and. to have an execution 
' thereupon, other than againſt the body or bodies 
of him or them, ſo actually belonging to one of 
his Majeſty's ſhips as aforeſaid : Now, it is here- 
by further enacted, That ſo much of the ſaid act 
of the firſt year of his preſent Majeſty, as relates 
to the preventing and prohibiting any ſeaman 
from. being taken out of the ſervice of his Ma- 
jeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, or to any other of 
the matters and things herein before recited, 
ſhall, from [March 23, 1741,] be exerciſed, exe- 
cuted, take effect, and be of force, within the 
kingdom of Ireland. 


[Here ends the bill as firſt printed, the following 
cas added afterwards.) | | | 


And whereas mariners and ſeafaring-men, taking 
advantage of the preſent war with Spain, have 
inſiſted on very extraordinary wages, by which 
the trade of the nation, and the manning the 
Royal Navy, 1s put under great difficulties ; for 
remedy whereof, be it enacted by the authority 
aforeſaid, That from and after the twenty-fifth 
day of March, in the year of our Lord one thou- 
fand ſeven hundred and forty-one, until the firſt 
day of March following, no perfon or perſons, 
bodies politick and corporate, ſhall by themſelves, 
or by any other perſon or perſons, directly or in- 
directly, by way of gift, loan, premium, depo- 
fit, or by any 5 — means, device, or contrivance 
whatſoever, give or pay, or agree to give or pay 
to any common ſeaman, mariner, or ſeafaring- 
man, or any perſon employed or to be employed 
as ſuch on board any merchant-ſhip or veſſel; 
nor ſhall any ſuch ſeaman, mariner, or ſeafaring- 
man, or other perſon as aforeſaid, directly or in- 
directly, by any of the means aforeſaid, take or 

92 85 | receive 
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receive more wages, pay, or hire, than after the 
rate of thirty-five ſhillings per month, and in the 
ſame proportion for any greater or leſſer time than 
a month, for his ſervice during the whole, or any 
part of the voyage, he ſhall be bound for or go 
upon, excepting what ſhall be paid or, received 
by virtue of, and according to ſuch contracts in 
writing, which have been, or ſhall be made on 
or before the eleventh day of March, one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and forty, really, and bona fide, 
according to the method, and in the manner pre- 


ſcribed in and by an act of Parliament of the ſe- 


cond year of his preſent Majeſty's reign, intitled, 


An aft for the better regulation and government of 


ſeamen in the merchant-ſhips; and all contracts, 
agreements, bonds, notes, writings, inſtruments, 
and ſecurities, of what nature or kind ſoever, for 
the paying or receiving more or greater wages, 
pay, or hire, than as aforeſaid, contrary to the 
true intent and meaning of this act, if made or 
entered into after the twenty-fifth day of March, 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and forty-one, and 
before the firſt day of March following, are here- 
by declared to be, and ſhall be abſolutely void to 
all intents and purpoſes whatſoever ; and if made 
or entered into after the eleventh day of March, 
in the year one thouſand ſeven hundred and forty, 
and on or before the twenty-fifth day of the ſame 
month, ſhall be void only, as to ſo much of the 
wages, pay, or hire thereby agreed for, as ſhall 
exceed the rate and proportion of thirty-five ſhil- 
lings per month, according to the true intent and 


meaning of this act; and if any perſon or perſons, 


or bodies politick or corporate, ſhall give or 
pay, or agree to give or pay to any ſeaman, or 
other perſon, any more or greater wages or hire, 
than is aforeſaid, contrary to the true intent and 
meaning of this act, fuch perſon or perſons, or 
bodies politick or corporate, ſhall, for every ſuch 

Pa ee, "> offence, 
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offence, forfeit treble the ſum or value ſo given 
or paid, or agreed to be given or paid, as afore- 
ſaid, for the whole voyage, on which ſuch ſhip 
or veſſel i is, or ſhall be bound; the ſaid penalty to 
be divided and paid in moieties; one moie 
thereof to the uſe of the King's Majeſty, his heirs, 

and ſucceſſors; and the other moiety to the in- 
former, and tobe recovered by action of debt, bill, 
plaint, or information in any of his Majeſty's 
courts of Record at Weſtminſter ; and in the court 

of Exchequer in that part of Great-Britain call d 
Scotland. 

Provided, That nothing in this act ſhall be 
conſtrued to extend to any contracts or agree- 
ments, for the hire of any ſeamen or perſons 
employ' d as ſuch, in voyages from any parts 
beyond the ſeas, to any other parts . the 
ſeas, or to Great Britain. 

— 60g When the bill was preſented, it was of courſe 
for reading read a firſt time, and upon Sir Charles's moving 
ume to order it a ſecond reading, Philip Gybbon, Eſq, 
ſtood up, and ſpoke in ſubſtsnes as follows, 
vix. 
| Mir. Speaker, 
RE ch, Sir, I have been always taught that the di- 
ſtinguiſhing felicity of this nation is general 
< liberty, liberty not confined to the higher claſſes 
of men, but diffuſed through the whole body 
of the people: For the preſervation of this, our 
anceſtors have ſtruggled in every age, and for 
this only are the preſent burden of taxes born 
without ſedition, and almoſt without complaint. 
While we preſerve, or fancy that we preſerve 
our liberty, we look without envy. on the pow- 
er, the wealth, and proſperity of the ſlaves of 
arbitrary monarchs. We account no man proſpe- 
rous, whoſe happineſs does not depend upon 
his own conduct, and ſhould think it 8 to 
"ap 
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heap wealth together, which might be taken 
away without our conſent. For fear of loſing 
this great privilege, we have endeavour'd at an 
immenſe expence, to prevent the enormous en- 
creaſe of any foreign power, by which we might 
in time be ſwallowed up, and reduced to the 
ſame ſtate with the provinces on the continent. 
To this end we raiſe armies, and build fleets, and 
pour into the publick treaſury, the produce of 
our lands, and the gain of our commerce. But 
to what purpoſe are our labours, our dangers, 
and our expences, to obviate the deſigns of fo- 
reign ambition, if we ſuffer ſlavery to ſteal up- 


on us in the form of law, and impair our li- 


berty by the means employ'd to defend it? If 
the only uſe of armies and fleets be to ſecure 
freedom and independency, nothing ſurely can 
be more abſurd than to raiſe them by methods 
of oppreſſion and violence, nothing can be 
weaker than to ſend men to fight for that liber- 
ty, of which we have deprived them. 

* That the bill now before us reduces multi- 
tudes of our fellow ſubjects to the miſeries of 
ſlavery, to the malice of private lurking inform- 
ers, and the hateful inſults of petty authority, 
muſt appear to every man that hears it. It 
condemns thoſe who have dedicated their lives 
to the moſt uſeful employment, and waſted 
their ſtrength in the moſt important ſervice of 
their country, to be hunted like beaſts of prey, 
or like murderers. and felons, whom it 1s the 
common intereſt of mankind to ſearch out and 
to deſtroy. Let any man, Sir, once be called 
a ſeaman, let any man once become the object 


of publick reſentment, by having contributed 


to the wealth and honour of his country, and 


at laſt from wearineſs of labour, ſatiety of pro- 
fit, or fear of oppreſſion, incline_to ſpend the 
* reſt of his life in peace, the hue and cry ſhall 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1741, 
be rais'd againſt him, ſtratagems ſhall be con- 
triv'd to entrap, or violence employ'd to con- 
ſtrain him; he ſhall be purſued by the officers 
of juſtice, his friends ſhall be obliged to betray 
him, and the houſe broke open at midnight that 
ſhall afford him ſhelter. If this be the condi- 
tion to which any man 1s expoſed by the laws 
of England, he may ſurely be diſpenſed from 
hazarding his life in their defence; for what al- 
teration can be made in them, by which his 
condition will become worſe? If any particu- 
lar body of men be mark'd out by the Legiſla- 
ture for hardſhips like theſe, will not every one 
that can chuſe his employment, liſt himſelf in 
ſome other claſs? And every man who has been 
already ſo unhappy as to have engaged himſelf 
in this profeſſion, ſeek for better treatment in a 
foreign land? There are indeed, Sir, ſome in- 
conveniences ariſing from this bill, which will 
not be confined to the ſeamen; the power grant- 
ed to officers to ſearch a ſuſpected, that is any 


houſe which they ſhall be pleaſed to mark out, 


may affect every man who has been ſo impru- 
dent as to offend the conſtable of his pariſh, as 
he may revenge the injury by a declaration of 
ſuſpicion, and conſequently by a nocturnal viſit 
at the head of his aſſiſtants. | | 

Nor is this, Sir, the moſt offenſive part of 
this bill, one clauſe of it tends to weaken the 
molt facred tyes of ſociety, to make not only 
friendly offices, but filial and conjugal tender- 
nefs puniſhable by law. The penal clauſe, by 
which every one is forbidden to conceal a ſea- 
man without exception of particular reaſon or 
relation, is, in my opinton, Sir, the utmoſt 


ſtretch of tyranny. Let us dwell a while upon 


it, and ſuppoſe a ſon condemn'd as a criminal 


for ſheltering his father; let us ſuppoſe a wife 


drage*d through the inſolence of a crowd, and 
* | | called 
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« called with all the infamy of a proſtitute, to 
« receive ſentence of puniſhment for refuſing to 
« betray her huſband. To think on ſuch ſcenes 
« as theſe, excites indignation; and for my part 
I ſhall oppoſe any bill of this kind, leſt the ex- 


« ecution of it ſhould fire the nation to rebel- 
lion.“ FS 


4 
OE 
** —— 8 
_ — my — — 4 


Horatio Walpole, Eſq; then ſpoke as follows: 


« Sir, If any ſeverities are propoſed by this = 

« bill, or any methods of terror or violence pre- 
« ſcribed, it muſt be confeſſed, that they can be 
« juſtified by nothing but neceſſity, and I hope 
© thoſe who ſhall ſpeak in their vindication, are 
not leſs affected by the ſenſe of them, tho! 
they are more convinced how much the preſent 
ſtate of our affairs requires ſuch methods than 
thoſe who oppoſe them. How much of the 
power of this nation conſiſts in our fleets, and 
how uſeleſs fleets are without ſeamen, I am not 
to prove. Nor is it, Sir, much leſs apparent, 
that ſeamen are not to be procured by the 
common methods, in numbers ſufficient for our 
preſent armaments, and that therefore ſome 
others muſt be ſpeedily contrived. It will be 
vain, Sir, to expect that a little time will re- 
concile them to the ſervice, and that our ſhips 
will ſoon be mann'd with volunteers; for the 
fleets have taken away ſuch numbers, that there 
remain, perhaps, not more than five thouſand 
in this nation, who tho' they ſhould all afſem- 
ble at the call of our commanders, would be 
able to ſupply no formidable navy. And that 
a navy of uncommon ſtrength is neceſſary for 
the honour and ſupport of Great-Britain on 
this occaſion, no man can doubt; when he has 
been inform'd of what I have receiv*d from un- 
doubted intelligence, that a neighbouring pow- 
« er, equally to be dreaded for its ambition and 
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its ſtrength, is now equipping twenty ſhips 


of the line, ſor which no apparent reaſon can 
be given, nor any more probable, than that 
they are deſign'd to interrupt the proſecution 
of the war. Such dangers might vindicate us 
in the uſe of violent and compulſive methods 
of raiſing forces, but none are in reality intend- 
ed or propoſed, more ſevere than thoſe which 
were preſcribed by an act paſſed in the fourth 
of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, at a time 
when the counſels of the nation were directed 
by men whom we cannot eaſily ſuſpect of an 
intention to injure liberty. That the condition 
of ſeamen will by this act be made leſs inde- 
pendent than that of others, and the methods 
of manning the fleet have a more oppreſſive 
and arbitrary form than thoſe by which the 
land ſervice is ſupplied, is not to be denied; 
< but let it be remember'd, Sir, that thoſe incon- 
< veniences are balanced by the rewards propoſed, 
© by the liberal proviſions made for thoſe whom 
the chance of war ſhall diſable from ſupporting 
<.themſelves, and the eaſe and plenty to which 
< they are intitled, who ſhall grow old in the ſea 
© eevice! 


* Mexander Hume Campbell, Eſq; then ſpoke as 


K K K K K M K A A AA K GR 


fũollows: 


. © Sir, I know not the import of the term ſla- 
very, if it means any ſtate different from that 
* with which ſeamen are threaten'd by the bill 
© beforeus. If to loſe the power of choice be to 
fall into ſlavery, every ſeaman from the inſtant 
this bill paſſes, becomes a ſlave ; for he will not 
only be excluded from the choice of his courſe 
of life, which yet every freeman muſt neceſſa- 
* rily enjoy, but from the power of determining 
© what maſter he will ſerve. A ſailor, Sir, after 


having, perhaps, willingly enter'd himſelf, is 


either 
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either frighten'd away by the oppreſſion of his 


officers, or allured into the ſervice of the mer- 


chants by proſpect of advantage; but notwith- 
ſtanding his apprehenſions on the one ſide, and 
his hopes on the other, he is to be ſeiz'd by 
violence, and condemned without a crime to 
that condition which he dreads and abhors. 
Nor is he only depriv'd of that tranquillity and 
content which every man propoſes as the end 
of his labours, by the dread of oppreſſion, or 
of the penalties incurred by endeavouring to 


eſcape it, but is debarr'd from the aſſiſtance of - 


his relations, and the kind offices of his friends; 
he is ſtript at once of every thing that makes 
life valuable. He is dragg'd to tyranny and 
hardſhips, he is puniſh'd for endeavouring to 
avoid them, and involves in the ſame miſery 
with himſelf any friend, whom charity or gra- 
titude ſhall prompt to protect him. To in- 
fer from the ſcarcity of ſeamen, that ſuch ſe- 
verities are neceſſary, is to cenſult nothing but 
that luſt of dominion by which men are often 
incited to uſe violent meaſures, leſt they ſhould 
ſeem to make too great conceſſions by ſoftneſs 
and moderation. . The ſcarcity of ſeamen, if 
ſuch there be, muſt be imputed to the hard- 
ſhips to which they are now expoſed; and it 
ſeems not very likely, when leſs injuries have 


diminiſhed their numbers, that greater will in- 
creaſe them. | | 


Sir, men have been long diſcourag'd from 


entering into ſhips of war, by every method 


that could be made uſe of, to diſguſt and offend 
them; oppreſſions and exactions have been too 
frequent among the officers; mock expedi- 


tions have raiſed their expectations only to de- 


ceive them, and ſudden diſcharges at places re- 
mote from opportunities of employment, have 
plung'd them into diſtreſs, and reduc'd them to 


« beg» 
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© beggery. Surely when men have been thus 


© treated, it is no crime to decline a ſubmiſſion 
© to cruelty, nor ought they to be puniſh'd for 
© that deteſtation of the ſervice, which is pro- 
duc'd only by the conduct of others.“ 


Thomas Clutterbuck, Eſq; aroſe, and ſpoke to 
the following effect : | | 


Sir, As the queſtion is not at preſent whe- 


2 ; ther the bill ſhall paſs, but whether it ſhall be 


read a ſecond time, I think any diſquiſitions upon 
the methods propoſed in it unreaſonable and 
ſuperfluous, and ſhall therefore not at preſent 
either offer or anſwer objections. But if there 
be, what no gentleman has denied, a neceſſity 
of finding out ſome method of manning the 
fleet, I conceive that every ſcheme for that 
end deſerves to be conſider' d; for by con- 
ſidering and even rejecting bad meaſures, we 
approach nearer to the diſcovery of good ones. 
On ſuch occaſions as this, Sir, the moſt expedi- 
tious method of proceeding is undoubtedly 
the beſt; and as it is leſs tedious to amend an 
imperfect bill, than to draw up a new one, it 


way; we may then reject ſuch clauſes as can- 


not be approved, and ſubſtitute others which 
* ſhall be ſuggeſted, leſs liable to objections.” 


The queſtion being at laſt put, the motion 
was agreed to, and the bill was order'd to be 
printed. On the 23d of February, the bill was 
read a ſecond time, and after ſome debate, was 
committed to a committee of the whole houſe. 
On the 24th, the houſe order'd, That the 
proper officer or officers do lay before this houſe 


© an account of what perſons were authorized by 
her late Majeſty Queen Anne, under her Royal 


ſign manual, or by the Lord High Admiral of 
6 | * Eng- 


will be right to conſider this in the regular 
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England, or by the Commiſſioners for executin 

© the office of Lord High Admiral of England, 
© to receive and conduct ſuch ſeamen and 
ſeafaring- men, as ſhould be taken up in pur- 
« ſuance of an act paſſed in the 4th year of 
the ſaid Queen's reign, entitled, An act for 
© the encouragement and increaſe of ſeamen, and for 
* the better and ſpeedier manning her Maj eſty's fleet; 
and alſo what applications were made by ſuch 
« perſons to the juſticees of the peace, and other 
* chief officers, for cauſing privy ſearches to be 
made in purſuance of the ſaid act; and an ac- 
count of the number of ſeamen and ſeafaring- 
* men, which were returned to the navy in pur- 
* ſuance of ſuch applications and privy ſearches ; 
© and likewiſe the charge attending the ſame.' 


This account, ſo far as could be collected from — 
the books and papers in the navy office, was laid mince up- 


before the houſe, March 2. and being then read, 9 2 
it was referred to the committee of the whole the bill. 
houſe on the ſaid bill. The ſame day the houſe 
reſolv'd itſelf into the ſaid committee, and the 
firſt clauſe of the bill being read, it was propoſed 
to fill up the blanks, ſo as that every volunteer 
ſeaman ſhould, after five years ſervice,be entitled 
to 64. per Aunum during life; whereupon Sir John 


Barnard ſtood up and ſpoke in ſubſtance as fol- 
lows, viz. | | | 
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Sir, As it is our duty to provide laws, by sir Ft 
which all frauds and oppreſſions may be puniſh- — 
* ed, when they are detected, we are no leſs o- 

bliged to obviate ſuch practices as ſhall make 
* puniſhments neceſſary; nor are we only to fa- 
* Cllitate the detection, but take away, as far as 
it is poſſible, the opportunities of guilt. It is 
* to no purpoſe that puniſhments are threaten'd, 
if they can be evaded, or that rewards are of- 
* ter'd, if they may by any mean A 
: : 
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© be with-held. For this reaſon, Sir, I think it 
* neceſſary to obſerve, that the intent of this 
< clauſe, the moſt favourable and alluring clauſe 
in the bill, may loſe its effect by a practice not 
* uncommon, by which any man, however in- 
clined to ſerve his country, may be defrauded 
of the right of a volunteer. Many men have 
voluntarily applied to the officers of ſhips of 
war, and after having been rejected by them as 
unfit for the ſervice, have been dragged on 
board within a few days, perhaps within a few 
hours afterwards, to undergo all the hardſhips, 
without the merit of volunteers. When any 
man, Sir, has been rejected by the ſea officers, 
he ought to have a certificate given him which 
ſhall be an exemption from an impreſs, that if 
any other commander ſhall judge more favour- 
ably of his qualifications, he may always have 
the privilege of a volunteer, and be entitled 
to the reward which he deſerved, by his readi- 
neſs to enter the ſervice. If ſuch proviſions 
are not made, this hateful practice, a practice, 
Sir, common and notorious, and very diſcou- 
© raging to ſuch as would enter the ſervice of the 
_ © publick, may ſo far prevail, that no man ſhall 
© be able to denominate himſelf a volunteer, or 
claim the reward propoſed by the bill.” 


Admiral mager ſpoke next to the following 
effect: | | 


Sir, It is not common for men to receive in- 
« juries without applying for redreſs, when it 
may certainly be obtained. If any proceed- 
© ings like thoſe which are now complained of, 
© had been mentioned at the board of Admiralty, 
© they had been immediately cenſured and re- 
© dreſſed; but as no ſuch accuſations were offer'd, 
I think it may probably be concluded, that no 


© ſuch crimes have been committed. For what 
| ; 
| Pur- 
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« purpoſe oppreſſions of this kind ſhould be prac- 
« tiſed, it is not eaſy to conceive; for the officers 
« are not at all rewarded for impreſſing ſailors. 
As therefore it is not probable that any man acts 
« wickedly or cruelly without temptation; as I 
have never heard any ſuch injury complained of 
by thoſe that ſuffer'd it, I cannot but imagine, 
that it is one of thoſe reports, which ariſe from 
© miſtake, or are forg'd by malice, to injure the 
« officers, and obſtruct the ſervice.* 

Lord Baltimore roſe next, and ſpoke to the fol- 
lowing effect. Ny 


That the practice now complained of, Sir, is Led Belly 


very frequent, and, whatever may be the temp- 
tation to it, ſuch as every day produces ſome 
« inſtances of, I have reaſons for aſſerting with 
great confidence. I have within theſe few days, 
* as I: was accidentally upon the river, inform'd 
* myſelf of two watermen ignominiouſly dragg*d 
by force into the ſervice to which they had vo- 
* luntarily offer'd themſelves a few days before. 
The reaſons of ſuch oppreſſion, it is the buſineſs 
of thoſe gentlemen to inquire, whom his Ma- 
* jeſty enttuſts with the care of his fleet; but to 
interrupt the courſe of wickedneſs, to hinder it 
from fruſtrating the rewards offer'd by the pub- 
lick, is the province of the repreſentatives of the 
* people. | And I hope, Sir, ſome proviſo will be 
$ mage ↄ— ( x v0 03 OE 


Admiral Norris roſe and fu. 


Sit, If any ſuch practices had been frequent, 

* to what can it be imputed, that thoſe who em- 
* ploy their lives in maritime buſineſs ſhould be 
ſtrangers to them? Why have no complaints 
been made by thoſe that have been injured? Or 
* why ſhould; officers expoſe themſelves to the 
4 hazard of cenſure, without advantage? I cannot 
Vor. XXI. R ddiſcover 
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diſcover why theſe hardſhips ſhould be inflicted, 
nor how they could have been concealed, and 
therefore think the officers of the navy may be 
cleared from the iniputation, without further 
inquiry.“ | 


# 


Sir John Barnard ſpoke again to the following 


purport. 
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« Sir, It is in vain that objections are made, if 
the fats upon which they are founded may be 
denied at pleaſure: Nothing is more eaſy than 
to deny, becaufe proofs are not required of a 
negative. But as negatives require no proof, ſo 
they have no authority, nor can any conſequence 
be deduced from them. I might therefore ſuf- 
fer the facts to remain in their preſent ſtate, aſ- 
ſerted on one fide by thoſe that have reaſons to 
believe them, and doubted on the other without 
reaſons; for ſurely he cannot be ſaid: to reaſon, 
who queſtions an affertion only becauſe he does 
not know it to be true. But as every. queſtion 
by which the liberty of an Engliſbman may be 
affected, is of importance ſufficient to require, 
that no evidence ſhould be ſuppreſſed by which 
it may be clear*d, I cannot but think it proper 
that a. committee ſhould be formed to examine 
the conduct of the: officers in this particular; 
and in confidence of the veracity of thoſe from 


whom I received my information, I here pro- 


miſe to produce ſuch evidence as ſhall put an 
end to controverſy. and doubt, 


« If this is not granted, Sir, the fact muſt ſtand 
recorded and allowed; for to doubt, and refuſe 
evidence, is a degree of ' prejudice and obſtinacy 
without example. Nor is this the only objection 


© to the clauſe before us, which appears very im- 


S 


perfect with regard to the qualifications ſpecified 


2 


as à title to the reward. The reward ought not 
to be confined to thoſe who ſhall hereafter be 
2 : by (Hf 6. mvited 


ee | 

< invited by the promiſe of it to engage in the ſer- 
vice, while thoſe who entered into it without 
any ſuch proſpect, are condemned to dangers 
and fatigues without a recompence. Where 
merit is equal, the reward ought to be equal; 
and ſurely whete there is greater metit, the re- 
ward  ptopoſed by Parliament, as an encou- 
ragement to bravery, ought not to be leſs. To 
be excluded from the Sedna which others 
have obtained only by avoiding the ſefvice; 
cannot but deprefs the ſpirit of thoſe whoſe zeal 
and courage ineited them at the beginning of 
the war to enter into the fleet ; and to deer 
thofe from whom we expect defence and honour; 
is neither prudefit nor juſt. Nor 1s it, in my 
opinion, proper to offer the ſame reward indiſ- 
criminate 5. to all that ſhall accept it; rewards 
ought to be-proportioned to deſert, and no man 
can juſtly be paid for what he cannot perform; 
there ought therefore to be ſome diſtinction 
made between a ſeaman by profeſſion, one that 


rience, labour and hazard, and a man who onl 


who can only incommede the failors till he has 
been inſtructed by them. It appears, Sir, to me 
a cotifiderable defect in our naval regulations, 
that wages are not proportioned to ability; and 
I think it may not be now unſeaſonably propo- 
ſed, that ſailors ſhould be paid according to the 
kill which they Have acquired; # proviſion b 

which an emulation would be raiſed among 
them, and that induſtry excited, which now 
languiſhes for want of encouragement, and thoſe 
capacities awakened which now ſlumber in igno- 
ranee and ſloth, from the deſpair of obtaining 
any advantage by ſuperiority of knowledge? | 
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has learned his art at the expence of long expe- 
enters the ſhip becauſe he is uſeleſs on land, and 
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Sir Robert Walpole then roſe, and ſpoke as fol- 
lows. ! 0: 99 
That this charge, Sir, however poſitively 
urged, is generally unjuſt, : the declarations of 
theſe honourable gentlemen are ſufficient to e- 
vince, fince it is not probable that the injured 
< perſons would not have found ſome friend to 
have repreſented theſe hardſhips to the Admiral- 
ty, and no ſuch repreſentations could have been 
made without their knowledge. Yet, Sir, I 


am far from doubting that by accident, or per- 


* 

ce 

& 

o 

& 

o 

= 

o 

< haps by malice, ſome men have been treated in 
« this manner; for it is not in the power of any 
« adminiſtration to make all thoſe honeſt or wiſe 
« whom they are obliged to employ ; and when 
great affairs are depending, minute circumſtances 
© cannot always be attended to. If the vigilance 
© of thoſe who are intruſted with the chief direc- 
tion of great numbers of ſubordinate officers be 
* ſuch, that corrupt practices are not frequent, 
and their juſtice ſuch, that they are never un- 
puniſhed when legally detected, the moſt ſtrict 
inquirer can expect no more. Power will ſome- 
times be abuſed, and puniſhment ſometimes be 
„„ TOTO TRET Te 
It is, Sir, eaſy to be conceived that a report 
may become general, though the practice be very 
rare. The fact is multiplied as often as it is re- 
© lated, and every man who hears the ſame ſtory 
twice, imagines that it is told of different per- 
“ ſons, and exclaims againſt the tyranny of the 
< officers of the navy. But theſe, in my opinion, 
Sir, are queſtions, if not remote from the pre- 
« ſent affair, yet by no means eſſential to it. The 
< queſtion now before us is, not what illegalities 
© have been committed in the execution of im- 


_ © preſſes, but how impreſſes themſelves may be- 
£ come leſs neceſſary ? how the nation may be ſe- 


1 cured 
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. cured without injury to individuals? and how 


| © the fleet may be manned with leſs detriment to 


commerce? Sir, the reward now propoſed is in- 
< tended to excite men to enter the ſervice without 


© compulſion; and if this expedient be not ap- 


proved, another ought to be ſuggeſted : For I 


hope gentlemen are united in their endeavours. 


© to find out ſome method of ſecurity to the pub- 
lick, and do not obſtruct the proceedings of the 
© committee, that when the fleets lie inactive and 
* uſeleſs, they may have an opportunity to re- 


« proach the miniſtry.” 


Admiral Norris ſpoke next, in ſubſtance thus. 


Sir, Though it is not neceſſary to enter into 
an accurate examination of the gentleman's pro- 
* poſal, yet I cannot but obſerve, that by making 


Admiral 
Norris 


ſpeech. 


* it he diſcovers himſelf unacquainted with the 


« diſpoſition of ſeamen, among whom nothin 


© raiſes ſo much diſcontent as the ſuſpicion of par- 


* tality. Should one man, in the fame rank, re- 


* ceive larger wages than another, he who thought 


* himſelf injured, as he who is paid leſs will al- 


ways think, would be ſo far from exerting his 


* abilities to attain an equality with his aſſociate, 
* that he would probably never be prevailed on to 
* ay his hand- upon the tackling, but would fit 
* ſullen, or work perverſely, though the ſhip were 
* labouring in a ſtorm, or finking in a battle.“ 


Charles Gore, Eſq; then ſpoke as follows. 


.* Sir, The danger of introducing diſtinctions 
among men in the ſame rank, where every man 
that imagines his merit neglected may have an 


opportunity of reſenting the injury, is doubtleſs 
U 


QA a _ aA & 8 


incur. Every man in this caſe becomes the 
judge of his own merit; and as he will always 
* diſcover ſome reaſon for the preference of ano- 

e R 3 « they 


Mr. Gore's 
ſpeech . 


ch as no prudent commander will venture to 
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PARLIAMENTARY K. 1741. 
* ther very different from ſuperiority of deſert, 
* he will, by conſequence, be either inraged or 
* diſpirited, will either reſolve to deſert his com- 
* mander, or betray him to the enemies, or not 
* oppoſe them, I remember, Sir, though imper- 
* featly, a ſtory which I heard in my travels, of 
an army in which ſome troops receivid a penny 
* a day leſs than the reſt ; a parſimopy which coſt 
dear in the day of battle, for the diſguſted 
* troops laid down their arms before the enemy, 
* and ſuffered their general to be cut in pieces. 


General Wade then ſpoke to this effect. 


* Sir, I cannot but concur with the honourable 
gentleman in his opinion, that thoſe who are al- 
ready engaged in the ſervice, who have borne 
the fatigues of a long voyage, and perhaps are 
at this hour expoſing their lives in battle to de- 
fend the rights of their country, ought to have 
the ſame claim to the reward propoſed with 
thoſe who ſhall hereafter offer themſelves. Nor 
in my opinion ought thoſe who have hitherto 
been preſſed into our fleets, to be diſcouraged 
from their duty by an excluſion from the ſame 
advantage: For if they were compelled to ſerve 
in the fleet, they were compelled when there 
was not this encouragement for voluntiers, 
which, perhaps, they would have accepted if it 
had been then propoſed. Every man at leaft 
will alledge, that he would have accepted it, 
and complain he ſuffers only by the fault of the 
government; a government which he will not 
be very zealous to defend, while he is confi 
dered with leſs regard than others, from whom 
no greater ſervices are expected. A proſpect of 


forces, and an equal diſtribution of favour will 
ſecure an unſhaken and inviolable fidelity. No- 
thing but union can produce ſucceſs, and no- 
9 22 2 „ FT [ of ) a E 6 thing 


A. 741. DE BAT E 8. | 
thing can ſecure union but impartiality and juſ- 
c tice.” 


Samuel Sandys, Eſq; roſe, and ſpoke as fol- 


lows. 
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« Sir, The efficacy of rewards, and the neceſſi- Mr. Sa:y:'s 


ty of an impartial diſtribution, are no unfruitful *** 
ſubjects for rhetorick ; but it may, perhaps, 
be more uſeful at preſent, to conſider with ſuch 
a degree of attention as the queſtion muſt be 
acknowledged to deſerve, to whom theſe re- 
wards are to be paid, and from what fund they 
are expected to ariſe. With regard to thoſe 
who are to claim the reward, Sir, they ſeem 
very negligently ſpecified ; for they are diſtin- 
guiſh'd only by. the character of having ſerv'd 
five years; a diſtinction unintelligible, without 
explanation. It is, I ſuppoſe, Sir, the intent of 
the bill, that no man ſhall miſs the reward but 
by his own fault, and therefore it may be in- 
quired, what 1s to be the fate of him who ſhall 
be diſabled in his firſt adventure, whom in the 
firſt year or month of his ſervice, an unlucky 
ſhot ſhall confine for the remaining part of his 
life to inactivity: As the bill is now formed, he 
muſt be miſerable without a recompence; and 
his wounds, which make him unable to ſupport 
himſelf, will, tho? received in defence of his 
country, intitle him to no ſupport from the 
publick. Nor 1s this the only difficulty that 
may ariſe from the ſpecifying of fo long a ſer- 
vice; for how can any man that ſhall enter on 
board the fleet be informed, that the war will 
continue for five years? May we not all juſtly 
hope that alacrity, unanimity, and prudence, 
may in a much ſhorter time reduce our enemies 
to beg for peace? And ſhall our ſailors loſe the 
reward of their hazards and their labours, only 
becauſe they have been ſucceſsful ? What will 

| | NA: ES. _ 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
this be leſs than making their bravery a crime or 
* folly, and puniſhing them for not protracting 
the war by cowardice ar treachery ?. - 

But let us ſuppoſe, Sir, thoſe defects ſupplied 


by a more explicit and determinate ſpecification, 


© there will yet ariſe an objection far more formi- 


Mr. Bla- 
dens ſpeech. 


+ dable; an objection which the prefent ſtate of 
5 our revenues will not ſuffer to be anſwered. 
+ The conſideration of the greatneſs of the annual 

* payment, which this propoſal requires, ought 
to incite every man to employ all his ſagacity in 
« ſearch of ſome other method equally efficacious 
and Jeſs expenſive. We have already, Sir, forty 
s thouſand ſeamen in our pay, to whom eight 
+ thouſand more are ſpeedily to be added; when 
each of theſe ſhall demand his ſtipend, a new 
burden of two hundred and eighty thouſand 
pounds muſt be laid upon the nation; upon a 
+ nation, whoſe lands are mortgaged, whoſe re- 
« venues are anticipated, and whoſe taxes cannot 
$ be borne without murmurs, nor increaſed with- 
out ſedition. The nation has found by experi- 
+ ence, that taxes once impoſed for juſt reaſons, 
and continued upon plauſible pretences, till they 
are become familiar, are afterwards continued 
upon motives lefs laudable, are too productive 
* of influence, and too inſtrumental towards faci- 
« litating the meaſures of the GE; to be ever 
$ willingly remitted.? 


Martin Bladen, Eſq; ſpoke next, as follows. 


Sir, It is obvious, that when the 1 18 
$ unequal, it may be reduced to an equilibrium, 
as well by taking weight out of one ſcale, as 
* adding it to the other. The wages offered by 
the merchants, overbalance at ' preſent thoſe 
which are Propoſed by the crown; to raiſe the 
2 allowance in the ſhips of war, will be to lay 

en loads upon the publick, and will incom- 

mode 
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mode the merchants, whoſe wages muſt always 
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* bility of putting his ſcheme in execution. 


s bear the ſame proportion to the King's. The 

only method then that remains, is to lighten 
the oppoſite ſcale, by reſtraining the merchants 
from giving wages in time of war beyond a 


certain value; for as the ſervice of the crown is 


then more immediately neceſſary to the general 
advantage, than that of the merchants, it ought to 
be made more gainful. Sailors, Sir, are not generally 
men of very extenſive views; and therefore we 
cannot expect that they ſhould prefer the gene- 
ral good of their country before their own pre- 


ſent intereſt, a motive of ſuch power, that even 


in men of curious reſearches, refin'd ſentiments, 


and generous education, we ſee too often that it 


6 ſurmounts every other conſideration.” 


Lord Baltimore then ſpoke again. 


« Sir, To the expedient which the honourable Lora 2. 
more's 


ſpeech. 


gentleman who ſpoke laſt has ſuggeſted, an 
which he muſt be confeſſed to have placed in 


the ſtrongeſt light, many objections may be 


raiſed, which I am afraid will not eaſily be re- 
moved. The firſt, Sir, which occurs to me on 
this ſhort reflexion, is not leſs than the impoſſi- 
The 
preſcription of wages, which he propoſes, may 
be eluded by a thouſand artifices, by advanced 
money, by gratuitous acknowledgments, the 
payment of money for pretended ſervices, or 
by ſecret contracts, which it will be the intereſt 


of both parties to:conceal. But if this objection 
could be ſurmounted by ſeverity and vigilance, 


would not this expedient help to defeat the ge- 
neral intention of the bill? A bill not defign'd 
as an immediate reſource, a mere temporary pro- 
ject to ſupply our fleets for the preſent year, 
but as a method for removing the only obſtruc- 
tion of the Britiſh power, the difficulty of man- 
hs * ning 
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250 | PARLIAMENTARY A. 17471. 
ning our ſhips of war. It is, I hope, Sir, the 
* intention of eyery man, who has offered his 
ſentiments on this occaſion, to contrive ſome 
general encouragement for ſeamen, which ſhall 
not only invite them to aſſiſt their country at 
the firſt ſummons, but ſhall allure others to qua- 
* lify themſelves for the publick ſervice, by enga- 
ging in the ſame profeſſion. This is only to be 
done by making the condition of ſailors leſs mi- 
+ ſerable, by intitling them to privileges, and ho- 
_—<nouring them with diſtinctions. But by limiting 
* the merchants wages, if ſuch limitations are in- 
+ deed poſſible, tho? we may palliate the preſent 
« diſtreſs, we ſhall diminiſh the number of ſailors, 
and thereby not only contract our commerce, 
but indanger our country. 


Robert Tracey, Eſq; ſpoke next, to the follow- 
ing effect. | 5 


Mr.Tracy's Sir, I know not for what reaſons the pre- 
in ſent method of advancing rewards at entrance is 
practiſed, of which, however ſpecious it might 
appear, the ſucceſs by no means encourages the 
continuance. The ſailors, tho' not a generation 
of men much diſpoſed to reflexion, or qualified 
for ratiocination, are not yet ſo void of thought 
as not eaſily to perceive, that a ſmall increaſe of 
conſtant wages is of more value than ſeveral 
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1 pounds to be paid only at once, and which are 
„ ſquandered as ſoon as they are received. In- 
"ol « ſtead therefore of reſtraining the wages of the 
4 + merchants, it ſeems probable, that by raiſing 
19 + thoſe of the King, we may man the fleet with 
1X * moſt expedition; and one method of raiſing 

the wages will be to ſuppreſs the advanced mo- 
+ ney.? 


| The Attorney General ſpoke next. 
Attorney Sir, If the ſum of money now paid by 72 
8 33 « of 


General's 


ſpeech, 
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6 


of advance can be ſuppoſed to have any effect, 
if it can be imagined that any number of ſea- 
men, however inconſiderable, are allured by it 
into the fleet, it is more uſefully employ'd than 
it can be ſuppos'd to be when ſunk into the 
current wages, and divided into ſmall payments. 
The advance-money 1s only paid to thoſe that 
enter : If no voluntiers preſent themſelves, no 
money 1s paid, and the nation doth not ſuffer 
by the offer : But if the wages are raiſed, the 
expence will be certain, without the certainty of 
advantage; for thoſe that enter voluntarily into 
the fleet, will receive no more than thoſe that 
are forced into it by an impreſs; and therefore 
there will be no incitement to enter without 
compulſion. Thus every other inconvenience 
will remain, with the addition of a new burden 
to the nation; our forces will be maintained at 
a greater expence, and not raiſed with leſs diffi- 
culty. | 


Then the Lord Baltimore faid, 


Sir, I cannot but concur in, opinion with 
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Lord Balt:- 


the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, from 7? 


my own acquaintance with the ſentiments and 
habits that unalterably prevail among thoſe who 
have been accuſtomed to the ſea, a race of men 
to the laſt degree negligent of any future events, 
and careleſs about any proviſion againſt diſtant 
evils; men who have no thoughts at ſea, but 
how to reach the land; nor at land, but how to 
ſquander what they have gained at ſea, To 
men like theſe it may eaſily be imagin'd, that 
no encouragement is equa] to the temptation of 
preſent gain, and the opportunity of preſent 
pleaſure. Of this any man, Sir, may convince 
himſelf, who ſhall talk to a crew but half an 
hour ; for he ſhall find few among them, who 
will not for a ſmall ſum of preſent money, ſell 
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Sir Wilam 


Jonge 's 
ſpeech. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1747; 
any diſtant proſpe& of affluence or happineſs. 
Whether I am miſtaken in my opinion, the ho- 
nourable members who have long commanded 
in the naval ſervice, can eaſily determine, and 
doubt not but they will agree, that no motive 
can be propoſed to a ſailor equivalent to imme- 
diate reward. . 


Sir Milliam Yonge ſpoke next. 


Sir, That ſome diſtinction ought to be made 
to the advantage of voluntiers, if we intend to 
man our fleet without compulſion, 1s obvious 
and inconteſtable ; and to avoid the neceſſity of 
compulſion ought to be the chief end of this 
bill; for nothing can be leſs to the advantage of 
the nation, than to continue the uſe of ſuch un- 
grateful methods, and yet increaſe the publick 
expence. We ought, therefore, in my opinion, 
to determine upon ſome peculiar reward, either 
to be advanc'd upon their entrance into the ſer- 
vice, or paid at their diſmiſſion from it. But 
as J fee, Sir, no reaſon for hoping that all the 
encouragement which can be offered, will. raiſe 
voluntiers in a ſufficient number to ſecure our 
navigation, and aſſert our ſovereignty, it ſeems 


not proper to confine our conſultations to this 


part of the bill; for ſince compulſion is on 
many occaſions apparently neceflary, ſame me- 
thod requires to be conſider'd, in which it may 
be legal. What new power ought to be placed 
in the magiſtrate, for what time, and with 
what reſtrictions, I am far from aſſuming the 
province of determining ; but that ſome mea- 
ſures muſt be taken for compelling thoſe who 
cannot be perſuaded, and diſcovering thoſe that 


will not offer themſelves, cannot admit of 


doubt; and as the magiſtrate is at preſent with- 
out any authority for this purpoſe, it 1s evident, 
that his power muſt be extended, for the ſame 

« reaſon 
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« reaſon as it was given in its preſent degree, the 
general benefit of the whole community. 


Sir John Barnard then ſpoke to the following 
effect. ; 


Sir, If the intent of this bill be to enable one 
part of the nation to enſlave the other; if the 
« plauſible and inviting profeſſions of encouraging 
and increafing ſeamen, are to terminate in vio- 
© lence, conſtraint, and oppreſſion, it is unneceſ- 
© ſary to dwell longer upon particular clauſes. 
The intention of the bill is deteſtable, and de- 
« ſerves not the ceremony of debate, or the forms 
© of common regard. If a man, Sir, is liable 
to be forc'd from the care of his own private 
affairs, from his favourite ſchemes of life, 
from the engagements of domeſtick tender- 
© neſs, or the. proſpects of near advantage, and 
© ſubjeted without his conſent to the command 
of one whom he hates, or dreads, or perhaps 
« deſpiſes, it requires no longer argument to ſhew, 
© that by whatever authority he is thus treated, 
© he is reduced to the condition of a ſlave, to 
« that abject, to that hateful ſtate, which every 
* Engliſhman has been taught to avoid at the ha- 
© zard of his life. It is therefore evident, that a 
* law which tends to confer ſuch a power, ſub- 
* verts our conſtitution as far as its effects ex- 
tend; a conſtitution, which was originally 
formed as a barrier againſt ſlavery, and which 
* one age after another has endeavour'd to 
* ſtrengthen. Such a power, therefore, in what- 
* ever hands it may be lodg'd, I ſhall always op- 
* poſe, . It is dangerous, Sir, to intruſt any man 
© with abſolute dominion, which is ſeldom known 
to be impartially- exerciſed, and which often 
* makes - thoſe corrupt. and infolent, whom it 
finds benevolent and honeſt. The bill pro- 
* Poſes only encouragement, and encouragement 

© may 
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may be given by his Majeſty, without a new 
law; let us therefore tral up an addrefs, and 
ceaſe to debate, where there is no proſpect of 
agreement.“ 


Thomas Winning ton, Fig; bf Lake as follows. 


Mr. Win. Sir, The payment of ati anhual ſaläry will, 

geh. in my opinion, be to the laft degree inconveni- 
- ent and dangerous. The yearly expence has 
< been already eſtimated, and atiſes to a ſam very 
< formidable Ti our preſertt fate. Nor is the ne- 
teſſity of adding to the publick burden, a bur- 
< den which already is hard to be borne, the only 
objection to this propoſal. Nothing can more 
contribute to diſpirit the nation, than to pro- 
< tract the conſequences of à war, and to make 
© the calamity felt, when the pleaſures of victory 
and triumph have been forgotten; we ſhall 
be inclin'd rather to bear oppreſſion and inſult, 
< than endeavour after redreſs, if we fubje& our- 
« ſelves, and our poftetity, to endleſs exactions. 
© The expences of t the proc ptovifion for fuper- 
o 
C 
0 
4 
« 
* 
c 


a and difabled ſailors, is no intotifidera- 
ble tax upon the publick, which is not leſs 
burden'd by it for the riiarinet of collecting it, 
by a deduction from the failors wages; for 
whoever pays it immediately, it is the ultimate 
gift of the nation, and the utmoſt that can be 
allowed for this purpofe. It truft be confeſſed, 
Sir, the perſons intitled to the pefrſion Att not 
ſufficiently diſtinguiſhed in the bill ; by which, 
as it now ftands, any of the worthlefs uperflui 
ties of a ſhip; even the ſervants of | the cap- 
tains, may after five years, put in their de- 
mand, and plunder R by nation whith they 
never ſery'd. Nor do T think, Sir, the efficacy 


< expence of it; for I am of opimlon, that few 
d of the failors will be much affected by the 


? proſpect 


© of this method will bear any proportion to the. 
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© proſpe& of a future penſion. I am therefore 
« for dazzling them with five pounds to be given 
them at their entrance, which will be but a fin- 
« ole payment, and probably fill our fleets with 
greater expedition, than methods which appear 
more refin'd, and the effects of deeper medita- 
tion. | 

The Lord Gage ſpoke in the following manner. 

« Sir, Nothing is more clear than that an yearly Lord Goge's 

« penfion will burden the nation, without any ad- n. 
vantage; and as it will give occaſion to innu- 
« merable frauds, it is a method which ought to 
© be rejected. As to the new power, Sir, which 
« is propoſed to be placed in the hands of the 
« magiſtrates,..it undoubtedly reduces every failor 
| © to a ſtate of flavery, and is inconſiſtent with 

that natural right to liberty, which is confirmed 
and fecured by our conſtitution. . The bill there- 
fore is, in my opinion, defective in all its parts, 
* of a tendency generally pernieious, and cannot 
be amended. but by rejecting it. 5 

Henry Pelham, Efq; ſpoke next, to this effect. 
Sir, I cannot. but think it neceſſary, that on Mr.Pelhar's 
this occaſion, at leaſt, gentlemen. ſhould remit the 3 
| © ardour; of diſputation, and lay the arts of rhe- 
* torick: aſide, that they ſhould' reſerve their wit 
and their ſatire. for queſtions. of leſs importanee, 
| © and unite; fot once, their endeavours, that this 
affair may meet with no ohſtructions but from 
| © its natura difficulty. We are now, Sir, enga- 
ge in a- war with a nation, if not of the firſt 
rank in power, yet by no means contemptible 
* m itſelf ; and, by its alliances, extremely for- 
midable. We are | expoſed, by the courſe of 
* our trade, and the ſituation of our enemies, to 
many inevitable loſſes, and have no means of 
preventing our merchants from being ſeized, 


5 « with- 
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without any danger or expence to the Spani- 
ards, but by covering the ſea with our ſqua- 
drons. Nor are we, Sir, to ſatisfy ourſelves 
with barely defeating the deſigns of the Spani- 
ards; our honour demands that we ſhould force 
them to peace upon advantageous terms; that 
we ſhould not repulſe, but attack them; not 
only preſerve our on trade and poſſeſſions, but 
endanger theirs. It is by no means certain, Sir, 
that in the proſecution of theſe deſigns we ſhall 
not be interrupted by the intereſt or jealouſy 
of a nation far more powerful, whoſe forces we 
ought therefore to be able to reſiſt. A vigotous 
_ exertion of our ſtrength will probably either in- 
timidate any other power that may be incli- 
ned to attack us, or enable us to repel the inju- 
ries that ſhall be offered: Diſcord and delay 
can only confirm our open enemies in their ob- 
ſtinacy, and animate thoſe that have hitherto 
concealed their malignity to declare againſt us. 
It is therefore, Sir, in no degree prudent to ag- 
gravate the inconveniencies of the meaſures 
propoſed, for accompliſhing what every man 
ſeems equally to defire; to declaim againſt the 
expedients offered in the bill as pernicious, un- 
juſt, and oppreſſive, contributes very little to 
the production of better means. That our af- 
fairs will not admit of long ſuſpence, and that 
the preſent methods of raiſing ſeamen are not 
effectual, is univerſally allowed ; it therefore 
evidently follows, Sir, that ſome other muſt be 
ſpeedily ſtruck out. I think it neceſſary to pro- 
poſe, that the houſe be reſolved into a commit: 
tee to-morrow morning; and hope all that ſhall 
aſſemble on this occaſion, will bring with them 
no other paſſion, than zeal for their country. 
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DEBATES. 


a clauſe was offer'd in its ſtead, by which it was 
propoſed to give a bounty of 5. to every able- 
bodied ſeaman, and 31. to every ordinary ſeaman, 


that ſhould enter voluntarily into his Majeſty's 


ſervice after twenty days, and within ſixty; where- 
upon Thomas Winnington, Eſq; ſpoke in ſubſtance 
as follows: 5 i 


C 
6 


« Sir, This is the clauſe in which no oppoſition Mr. ins 


Ls 


ning ton 


can be apprehended, as thoſe gentlemen who ge; 


declared their diſapprobation of the former, 
were almoſt unanimous in propoſing this ex- 
pedient, as the leaſt expenſive, and the moſt 


likely to ſucceed. The time for the reception 


of voluntiers upon this condition, is, Sir, in 
my opinion, Judiciouſly determined. If it was 
extended to a greater length, or left uncertain, 
the reward would loſe its efficacy, the ſailors 
would neglect that which they might accept at 
any time, and would only have recourſe to the 
ſhips of war, when they could find no other 
employment. Yet I cannot conceal niy appre- 
henſions, that this bounty will not alone be ſuffi- 
cient to man our fleets with proper expedition; 
and that as allurements may be uſeful on one 
hand, force will be found neceſſary on the other, 
that the ſailors may not only be incited to en- 
gage in the ſervice by the hopes of a reward, but 
by the fear of having their negligence to accept 
it puniſhed, by being compeld into the ſame 
ſervice, and forfeiting their claim by ſtaying to 
be compel'd. 5 

The Lord Baltimore tlien ſpoke to the follows 


ing effeck: | 
Sir, To the reward propoſed in this clauſe, tor Falk. 
© I have declared in the former conference on this — 


0 
0 


bill, that I have no objection, and therefore 
have no amendment to propoſe, except with 
wa 6 * regard 
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regard to the time limited for the payment. 
As our need of ſeamen, Sir, is immediate, why 
ſhould not a law for their encouragement im- 
mediately operate ? What advantage can ariſe 
from delays? Or why 1s not that proper to be 
advanc'd now, that will be proper in twenty 
days? That all the time between the enaction and 
operation of this law muſt be loſt, is evident, 
for who will enter for two pounds, that may 
gain five by with-holding himſelf from the ſer- 
vice twenty days longer? Nor do J think the 
time now limited ſufficient; many failors who 
are now in the ſervice of the merchants, may 
not return ſoon enough to lay claim to the 
bounty, who would gladly accept it, and who 
w1ll either not ſerve the crown without it, or 
will ſerve with diſguſt and complaints; as the 
loſs of it cannot be imputed to their backward- 


neſs, but to an accident againſt which they 
could not provide. 
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Thomas Winnington, Eſq; replied: 


Sir, Tho? I think the time now fixed by the 
bill ſufficient, as I hope that our preſent exi- 
gency will be but of ſhort continuance, and 
that we ſhall foon be able to raiſe naval forces 
at a cheaper rate, yet as the reaſons alledged for 
an alteration of the time may appear to others 


of more weight than to me, I ſhall not oppoſe 
the amendment.” 


Sir John Barnard next roſe, and faid, 


© Sir, With regard to the duration of the time 
fixed for the advancement of this bounty, we 
may have leiſure to deliberate ; but furely it 
© muſt be readily granted by thoſe who have ex- 
< patiated ſo copiouſly upon the preſent exiger- 
« cies of our affairs, that it ought immediately 
to commence. And if this be the general de- 
? 2 & rer- 
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termination of the houſe, nothing can be more 

« proper than to addreſs his Majeſty to offer, by 
proclamation, an advance of five pounds, in- 

ſtead of two, which have been hitheto given; 

that while we are concerting other meaſures for 

the advantage of our country, thoſe in which 


we have already concurred, may be put in exe- 
© cution.” 


La 


A aA 


William Pulteney, Eſq; roſe up next, and ſpoke 
as follows: 13 


* Sir, I take this opportunity to lay before Mr. Pult- 
© the houſe a grievance which very much retards "?* 
the equipment of our fleets, and which muſt 
be redrefſed before any meaſures for reconciling, 
the ſailors to the publick ſervice can be pur- 
* ſued with the leaſt probability of ſucceſs. Ob- 
ſervation, - Sir, has inform'd me, that to re- 
move the deteſtation of the King's ſervice, 
it is not neceſſary to raiſe the wages of the ſea- 
men, it is neceſſary only to ſecure them; it is 
© neceſſary to deſtroy thoſe hateful inſects that 
* fatten in idleneſs and debauchery, upon the 
gains of the induſtrious and honeſt. When a 
ſailor, Sir, after the fatigues and hazards of a 
long voyage, brings his ticket to the pay-office, 
and demands his wages, the deſpicable wretch 
to whom he is obliged to apply, looks upon his 
ticket with an air of importance, acknowledges 
his right, and demands a reward for preſent 
payment; with this demand, however exor- 
bitant, the neceſſities of his family oblige him 
to comply. In this manner, Sir, are the wives 
of the ſailors alſo treated when they come to 
receive the pay of their huſbands ; women, diſ- 
treſs'd, friendleſs, and unſupported ; they are 
obliged to endure every inſult, and to yield to 
every oppreſſion. And to ſuch a height do 
theſe mercileſs exactors raiſe their extortions, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
that ſometimes a third part of the wages is de- 
ducted. Thus, Sir, do the vileſt, the meaneſt 
of mankind, plunder thoſe who have the higheſt 
claim to the eſteem, the gratitude, and the pro- 
tection of their country. This is the hardſhip 
which with-holds the ſailors from our navies, 
and forces them to ſeek for kinder treatment 
in other countries. This hardſhip, Sir, both 
juſtice and prudence call upon us to remedy; 


and while we neglect it, all our deliberations 
will be ineffectual.“ x 


Edward Southwell, Eſq; then ſpoke to this 
effect : 


5 __ Sir, Of the hardſhips mentioned by the ho- 

'* + nourable gentleman who fpoke laſt, I have my- 
ſelf known an inſtance, too remarkable not to 
be mentioned. A failor in Ireland, after his 
voyage, met with ſo much difficulty in obtain- 
ing his wages, that he was at length reduced to 
the neceſſity of ſubmitting to the reduction of 
near a ſixth part. Such are the grievanceswith 
which thoſe are oppreſſed, upon whom the 
power, ſecurity, and happineſs of the nation 
are acknowledged to depend.“ 


Sir Robert Walpole then roſe, and ſpoke as 
follows : 


GG WMW RR a aA: & & Rn _ 2A 
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Sir Rebert Sir, It is not without ſurpriſe that I hear the 
feech © Qiſgult of the ſailors aſcribed to any irregularity 
© in the payment of their wages, which were 
never in any former reign ſo punctually diſ- 
charged. They receive at preſent twelve months 

pay in eighteen months, without deduction; 

* ſo that there are never more than ſix months 

for which any demand remains unſatisfied. 

* But, Sir, the punctuality of the payment has 
produced of late great inconveniences; for 
there has been frequently a neceſſity of remo- 
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ving men from one ſhip to another; and it is 
the ſtated rule of the pay-office, to aſſign every 
man ſo removed his full pay. Theſe men, when 

the government 1s no longer indebted to them, 
take the firſt opportunity of deſerting the ſer- 
vice, and ingaging in buſineſs to which they 

are more inclined. This is not a chimerical 
complaint founded upon rare inſtances, and pro- © 
duced only to counterbalance an objection; the 

fact and the conſequences are well known; fo 
well, that near fourteen hundred ſailors are com- 
puted to have been loſt by this practice.” 


Lay 


Mr. Speaker, who always in a committee takes 
his ſeat as another member, roſe here, and ſpoke 
to the following effect; his honour being pay- 
maſter of the navy. © 5 


Mr. Chairman, | 
The nature of the employment with which Mr- ers, 
Lam intruſted, makes it my duty to endeavour 
that this queſtion may be clearly underſtood, 


to. the reception of their pay, juſtly repreſent- 
ed. I have not been able to diſcover that any 
ſailor, upon producing his ticket, was ever 0- 
bliged to ſubmit to the deduction of any part of 
his wages, nor ſhould any clerk or officer under 
my inſpection, eſcape for ſuch oppreſſion, the 
* ſevereſt puniſhment and moſt publick cenſure ; 
* I would give him up to the law without re- 
> 

C 


ſerve, and mark him as infamous and unwor- 
thy of any truſt or employment. But there 
are extortions, Sir, by which thoſe unhappy 
men, after having ſerv'd their country with ho- 
neſty and courage, are deprived of the lawful 
gains of diligence and labour. There are men 
to whom it is uſual amongſt the ſailors to mort- 
gage their pay before it becomes due, who 
never advance their money but upon ſuch 

XJ r terms, 
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| terms, as cannot be mentioned without indig- 
nation. Theſe men advance the ſum which is 
ſtipulated, and by virtue of a letter of attorney 
are reimburs'd at the pay-office. This corrup- 
tion is, I fear, not confin'd to particular places, 
but has ſpread even to America, where, as in 
his own country, the poor ſailor is ſeduced, by 
the temptation of the preſent money, to fell his 
labour to extortioners and uſurers. I appeal to 
the gentleman whether the inſtance which he 
mention'd was not of this kind. I appeal to 
kim without apprehenſion of receiving an an- 
ſwer that can tend to invalidate what I have 
aſſerted. [Mr. Southwell own'd it was by a 
letter of attorney.] 

* This, Sir, is indeed a grievance pernicious 
and oppreſſive, which no endeavours of mine 
ſhall be deficient in attempting to remove; for 
by this the ſailor is condemn'd, notwithſtand- 
ing his induſtry and ſucceſs, to perpetual po- 
verty, and to labour only for the benefit of his 
plunderer.” | 


„ % — m ＋mmZgſf 40.0.8..4 


nebel This clauſe being amended and filled up, as in 


for ſearch- the above copy of the bill, was at laſt agreed 
oy” to, and the committee having made a farther pro- 

greſs, the following remarkable debate hap- 
pen'd upon the clauſes for ſearching; in which 
Sir Fohn Barnard was the firſt that ſpoke, whoſe 
ſpeech was to the following effect: 


| Mr. Chairman, | 
Sir for. We have been hitherto deliberating upon 
ftech, © queſtions, in which a diverſity of opinions might 

naturally be expected, and in which every man 
might indulge his own opinion, whatever it 
might be, without any dangerous conſequences 
to the publick. But the clauſes now before us 
are of a different kind; clauſes which cannot 


be 
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be read without aſtoniſnment and indignation, 
nor defended without betraying the liberty of 
the beſt, the braveſt, and moſt uſeful of our 
fellow ſubjects. If theſe clauſes, Sir, ſhould 
paſs into a law, a ſailor and a ſlave will become 
terms of the ſame ſignification. Every man, 
who has devoted himſelf to the moſt uſeful 
profeſſion, and moſt dangerous ſervice of his 


country, will ſee himſelf deprived of every ad- 


vantage which he has labour'd to obtain, and 
made the mere paſſive property of thoſe who 
live in ſecurity by his valour, and owe to his 
labour that afluence which hardens them to 1n- 
ſenſibility, and that pride that ſwells them to in- 
gratitude. Why muſt the ſailors alone, Sir, be 
mark*d out from all the other orders of men 
for ignominy and miſery? Why muſt they be 


rank'd with the enemies of ſociety, ſtopt like 


vagabonds, and purſed like the thief and the 
murderer by publick officers? How or when 
have they forfeited the common privilege of 
human nature, or the general protection of the 
laws of their country? If it is a juſt maxim, 
Sir, that he who contributes moſt to the wel- 
fare of the publick, deſerves moſt to be pro- 
tected in the injoyment of his private right or 
fortune; a principle which ſurely will not be 
controverted, where is the man that dares ſtand 
forth and aſſert, that he has jufter claims than 
the brave, the honeſt, the diligent ſailor ? Iam 
extremely unwilling, Sir, to ingage in ſo invi- 
dious an undertaking, as the compariſon of the 
harmleſs, inoffenſive, reſolute ſailor, with thoſe 
who think themſelves entitled to treat him with 
contempt, to overlook his merit, invade his 
liberty, and laugh at his remonſtrances. Nor 
is it, Sir, neceſſary to dwell upon the peculiar 
merit of this body of men, it is ſufficient that 
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PARLIAMENTARY A.1741, 
they have the ſame claims, founded upon the 
ſame reaſons with our own, that they have ne- 
ver forfeited them by any crime, and therefore 
that they cannot be taken away without the 
moſt flagrant violation of the laws of nature, of 
reaſon, and of our country. | 
Let us conſider the preſent condition of a 
failor, let us reflect a little upon the calamities 
to which cuſtom, though not law, has alread 

made him fubje&t, and it will ſurely not be 
thought that his unhappineſs. needs any aggra- 
vation. He is already expoſed to be forc'd up- 
on his return from a tedious voyage, into new 
hardſhips, without the intermiſſion of a day, 
and without the fight of his family ; he 1s liable 
after a contract for a pleaſing and gainful voy- 
age, to be hurried away from his proſpects of 
intereſt, and condemn'd amidſt oppreſſion and 
inſolence, to labour and to danger, almoſt with- 
out the poſſibility of a recompence. He has 
neither the privilege of chuſing his commander, 
nor of leaving him when he is defrauded and 
oppreſſed. Theſe, Sir, I ſay, are the calamities 
to which he is now ſubject, but there is now a 
poſſibility of eſcaping them. He is not yet de- 
prived of the right of reſiſtance, or the power 
of flight; he may now retire to his friend, and 
be protected by him, he may take ſnelter in his 
own cottage, and treat any man as a robber, 
that ſhall attempt to force his doors. When any 
crews are returning home in time of war, they 
are acquainted with the dangers of an impreſs, 
but they comfort ' themſelves with contriving 
ſtratagems to elude it, or with the proſpect of 
obtaining an exemption from it by the favour of 
their friends: Proſpects which are often deceit- 
ful, and ſtratagems frequently defeated ; but 


which yet ſupport their ſpirits, and animate their 
induſtry, But if this bill, Sir, ſhould become 
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his return, with the proſpects of eaſe, or of 
pleaſure, will conſider his country as a place of 
ſlavery, a reſidence leſs to he defir'd than any 
other part of the world. He will probably ſeek 
in the ſervice of ſome foreign Prince, a kinder 
treatment, and will not fail in any country but 
his own, to ſee himſelf at leaſt on a level with 


other men. | | 


Nor will this bill, Sir, only give the ſeamen 
new reaſons of diſguſt, but it will tend likewiſe 
to aggravate thoſe grievances, which already 
have produced a deteſtation of the publick ſer- 
vice, ſcarcely to be conquer'd. The officers of 
the navy, Sir, will hardly be made leſs inſolent 
by an increaſe of power; they whoſe tyranny 
has already alienated their fellow-ſubje&ts from 
the King's ſervice, though they could only de- 
pend upon the character of probity and modera- 
tion for the proſpe& of manning their ſhips in 
ſucceeding expeditions, will probably, when 
they are animated by a law like this, and made 
abſolute both by land and ſea, indulge them- 
ſelves in the enjoyment of their new authority, 
contrive new hardſhips and oppreſſions, and ty- 
rannize without fear and without mercy. Thus, 
Sir, will the bill not only be tyrannical in itſelf, 
but the parent of tyranny; it will give ſecurity 
to the cruel, and confidence to the arrogant. 


That any man, at leaſt any man bred from his 


infancy to change his reſidence, and accuſtomed 
to different climates and to foreign nations, will 
fix by choice in that country where he finds the 
worſt reception, is hardly to be imagined. We 
ſee indeed, that men unqualified to ſupport 
themſelves in other countries, or who have, by 
long cuſtom, contracted a fondneſs for particular 
methods of life, will bear very uncomfortable 
circumſtances, without endeayouring to improve 

4 | their 


205 


4 w_ 
pul 


_ 


* N = ws > 
- ——— O-* 


—_ j—— 


>. e 
Dr * 3 — ” - 8 = 


SS EEE ET is ts, La 
—— — ——— — — 
— I + 
EY <I> 


e 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
their conditions by a change of their habitations. 
But the temper of a ſailor, acquainted with all 

rts, and indifferent to all, is of another kind. 
Such, Sir, is his love of change, ariſing either 

from wantonneſs or curioſity, that he is hard to 
be retained by the kindeſt treatment and moſt 
liberal rewards; and will therefore never ſtruggle 
with his habitual diſpoſitions, only to continue 
in a ſtate of ſlavery. I think it therefore, Sir, 
very evident that this new method of encoura- 
ging ſailors will be ſo far from increaſing them, 
that it may probably drive them out of the 
kingdom, and at once ruin our trade and our 

navy; at once begger and diſarm us. 

Let me now ſuppoſe, Sir, for a moment the 
bill leſs pernicious in its conſequences, and con- 
ſider only the difficulties of executing it. Every 
ſeafaring- man is to be ſeized at pleaſure by the 
magiſtrate; but what definition is given of a 
ſeafaring-man ? Or by what characteriſtick is the 
magiſtrate to diſtinguiſh him? I have never been 
able to diſcover any peculiarities in the form of 
a ſeaman, that mark him out from the reſt of 
the ſpecies. There is, indeed, leſs ſervility in 
his air and leſs effeminacy in his face, than in 
thoſe that are commonly to be ſeen in drawing 
rooms, in brothels, and at reviews; but I know 
not that a ſeaman can be diftinguiſh'd from any 
other man of equal induſtry or uſe, who has 
never enervated himſelf by vice, nor poliſh'd 
himſelf into corruption. So that this bill, Sir, 
if it ſhall paſs into a law, will put it at once in 
the power of the magiſtrate to diſpoſe of ſea- 
men at his pleaſure, and to term whom he 
pleaſes a feaman. Another expedient, Sir, has 
been offered on this occaſion, not equally tyran- 
nical, but equally inadequate to the end in view. 
It is propoſed to reſtrain the merchants from 
giving wages beyond a certain rate, on the ſup- 
| « poſition 
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poſition that the ſailors have no motive but that 


DEBATES. 


of larger wages, to prefer the ſervice of the 
merchants to that of the crown. This, Sir, is 
a miſtake which might eaſily ariſe from a partial 
and imperfect knowledge of the affair, with 
which very few gentlemen have opportunities 
of being well acquainted. The wages, Sir, are 
the ſmalleſt inducements which fix the ſeamen 
in their choice. The proſpect of kinder treat- 
ment, the certainty of returning home in a fix d 
time, and the power of chuſing what voyages 
they will undertake, cannot but be acknowledg- 
ed very reaſonable motives of preference. 
On the contrary, Sir, when they are once en- 
gaged in a ſhip of war, they know neither whi- 
ther they are going, what dangers they ſhall en- 
counter, what hardſhips they ſhall ſuffer, nor 
when they ſhall be diſmiſſed. Beſides, Sir, I 
do not think it poſſible by any law to limit the 
wages to be paid by merchants, ſince they will 
change the term of wages into that of a preſent, 
or admit the ſailors, to a ſmall ſhare in the 
freight, and fo all the precaution we can take 
will become ineffectual. In the mean time, Sir, 
how much ſhall we embarraſs our own com- 
merce and impair our natural ſtrength, the pow- 
er of our fleets? We ſhall terrify our ſailors on 
the one hand, and endeavour to ſtarve them on 
the other, we ſhall not only drive them from us 
by unheard-of ſeverities, but take away every 
motive that can induce them to expoſe them- 
ſelves to the danger of ſuffering them. If we 
conſider, Sir, with what effect methods nearly 
approaching theſe were practiſed in the reign of 
the late Queen, we ſhall find that not more than 
fifteen hundred ſeamen were raiſed, and thoſe at 
the expence of more than four thouſand pounds; 
ſo that the effects bore no proportion to the 
means; our laws were infringed and our conſti- 
N | © tution 
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tution violated to no purpoſe. But what reaſon, 
Sir, can be aſſigned, for which it muſt be more 
difficult to ſupply the fleet now with ſailors than 
at any other time? This war, Sir, was demand- 
ed by the publick voice, in purſuance of the 
particular remonſtrances of the merchants, and 
it is not to be ſuppoſed that the failors, or any 
other body of men, engage in it with a particular 
reluctance. 18 
IJ am therefore inclined to believe, that th 

ſuſpicion of great numbers hid in the country, 
at a diſtance from the coaſts, is merely chimerical; 
and that if we ſhould paſs this bill, we ſhould 
do nothing more than grant an oppreſſive and 
unconſtitutional power of ſearch for what in re- 
ality is not to be found. How oppreſſive this 
power may become in the hands of a corrupt 
or inſolent magiſtrate, any, man may diſcover 
who remembers that the magiſtrate is made 
judge, without appeal, of his own right to de- 
nominate any man a failor, and that he may 
break open any man's doors at any time, with- 
out alledging any other reaſon than his own ſuſ- 
picion; ſo that no man can ſecure his houſe 
from being ſearched, or, perhaps, Eis perſon 
from being ſeiz' d. It may indeed be alledged, 
Sir, that this will be only a temporary law, and 


is to ceaſe with the exigence that made it neceſ- 


ſary: But long experience has inform'd us, that 
ſevere laws are enacted more readily than they 


are repeal'd; and that moſt men are too fond of 


power to ſuffer willingly the diminution of it. 
But, Sir, though this law ſhould not be perpe- 


tuated, every precedent of an infringement of 


our conſtitution, makes way for its diſſolution; 


and the very ceſſation of an oppreſſive law, may 


be a plea hereafter for the revival of it. This 


bill therefore muſt be confeſſed to be at once vi- 


olent and ĩneffectual; to be a tranſgreſlion of the 


« laws 
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laws of juſtice to particular men, without any 
proſpect of real benefit to the community; and 


therefore cannot be paſſed without deviating at 


once from prudence and our conſtitution.” 


Velters Cernewall, Eſq; then roſe, and . poke to 


this effect. | 
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I have obſerved, Sir, that every man is apt Mr. Corme- 


to think himſelf ill treated, who is not treated 
according to his own opinion of his deſerts, and 
will endeavour to diffuſe his own notion of the 
partiality and tyranny of the naval officers; ge- 
neral clamours therefore are little to be regarded. 


wall!'s 


ſpeech, 


I have had, from my early years, a command 


in the ſea ſervice, and can aſſert, that I never 
knew more than one inſtance of injuſtice, and 
that was puniſhed with the ſeverity which it de- 
ſerved.” 


Sir Robert Walpole roſe next, and ſpoke to this 


effect. 
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Sir, It is with uncommon ſatisfaction that 1 
ſee every clauſe of this bill regularly debated, 
without unbecoming impatience, or paſſionate 
exclamations. I am willing to collect from this 
conduct, that the diſpoſition of every gentleman 
is, on this occaſion, the ſame with my own; 
and that every expedient here propos'd will be 
diligently examined, and either be ſeriouſly ap- 
proved, or be calmly rejected. Such coolneſs 
and impartiality, Sir, is certainly required by the 
importance of the preſent queſtion; a queſtion 
which cannot but influence the proſperity of the 
nation for many years. It is not neceſſary to 
remind any gentleman of the importance of our 
trade, of the power of the enemy againſt whom 
we have declar'd war in defence of it, or of the 
neceflity of ſnewing the world that our declara- 
tions of war are not empty noiſes, or farces of 

| « reſent- 


Sir Robert 
Walpole s 


ſpeech. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741 
reſentment. But it may be proper, Sir, to re- 
mark, that this is not the only enemy, nor the 
moſt powerful, whoſe attempts we have reaſon 
to provide againſt, and who may oblige us to 
exert our whole power, and practiſe every ex- 
pedient to increaſe our forces. The war has 
been hitherto proſecuted with the utmoſt vigour, 
with all the attention that its importance re- 


quires, and with ſucceſs not diſproportioned to 


our preparations; nor will it ever be ſuffered to 
languiſh, if the powers neceſſary for carrying it 
on are not denied. Nothing is more evident, 
Sir, than that the natural power of the nation 
conſiſts in its fleets, which are now, by the care 
of the government, ſo numerous, that the uni- 
ted power of many nations cannot equal them. 
But what are fleets unfurniſned with men? How 
will they maintain the dominion of the ſea, by 
lying unactive in our harbours? That no me- 
thods hitherto uſed have been ſufficient to man 
our navies, and that our preparations have there- 
fore been little more than an expenſive ſnew of 
war, the whole nation is ſufficiently inform'd; 
it 1s therefore not doubtful that ſome new mea- 
ſures muſt be taken; whether any better can be 
{ſuggeſted than are offered in this bill, muſt be 
inquired. | 
* With regard, Sir, to the clauſe now under our 
conſideration, it is to be remembered, that little 
more 1s propoſed by it than to add the ſanction 
of legality to a power which has long been exer- 
ciſed by the Admiralty, without any other au- 
thority than that of long preſcription, the power 
of iſſuing warrants of impreſs upon emergent 
occafions, by which failors are forced into the 
publick ſervice. This power, in its preſent 
ſtate, muſt be allow'd to have no foundation in 
any law, and, by conſequence, to be unlimited, 
arbitrary, and eaſily abuſed, and upon the 
r « whole, 


1 1 


A DEBATES. 
« whole, to be juſtifiable only by neceſſity : But 


that neceſſity is ſo frequent, that it is often ex- 
erciſed, and therefore ought to be regulated by 
the legiſlature; and by making ſueh regulations, 
we may rather be ſaid to remove than introduce 
a grievance. The power of ſearching for ſai- 
lors, however it has been repreſented, is far 
from ſetting them on a level with felons, mur- 


derers, or vagabonds; or indeed from diſtin- 


guiſhing them, to their diſadvantage, from the 
reſt of the community, of which every indivi- 
dual is obliged to ſupport the government. 
Thoſe that poſſeſs eſtates, or carry on trades, 
transfer part of their property to the publick ; 


and theſe ought, by parity of reaſon, to ſerve. 


the publick in perſon, that have no property to 
transfer. Every man is ſecured by the conſti- 
tution in the enjoyment of his life, his liber- 
ty, or his fortune; and therefore every man 
ought reciprocally to defend the conſtitution to 


which he is himſelf indebted for ſafety and 


protection. I am therefore, Sir, unable to diſ- 
cover in what conſiſts the hardſhip of a law by 
which no new duties are injoined, nor any thing 
required, which is not already every man's 
duty. Every man, indeed, who is deſirous of 


« evading the performance of any of the duties of 


aA aA 


ſociety, will conſider every compulſion as a 
hardſhip, by which he 1s obliged to contribute 
to the general happineſs ; but his murmurs 
will prove nothing but his own folly and ingra- 
titude, and wilt certainly deſerve no regard 
from the legiſlative power. | 

© There is in the bill before us, Sir, encou- 
ragement ſufficient for voluntters, and an offer 
of greater rewards than ſome gentlemen think 
conſiſtent with the preſent ſtate of the national 
revenues; and what remains to be done with 
reſpect to thoſe who are deaf to all * 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
and blind to all offers of advantage? Are they 
to fit at eaſe only becauſe they are idle, or to 
be diſtinguiſhed with indulgence only, for want 
of deſerving it? It ſeems generally granted, 
Sir, that ſuch drones are the proper objects of 
an impreſs. Let us then ſuppoſe, that every 
man who is willing to ſerve his country, has 
laid hold of the reward propoſed, and enter'd 
a voluntier. The fleets are not yet ſufficiently 
mann'd, and more failors muſt be procur'd, 
Warrants are iſſued out in the common form, 
The negligent, the imprudent, the neceſſitous 
are taken. The vigilant, the cunning, and 
thoſe that have more money find ſhelter, and 
eſcape. Can it be ſaid, that thoſe, whoſe cir- 
cumſtances, or good fortune, enable them to 
ſecure themſelves from the officers of the im- 
preſs, deſerve any exemption from the publick 
ſervice, or from the hardſhips to which their 
companions are expoſed ? Have they diſcharged 
their debt of gratitude to the publick ſo effec- 
tually by running away from its ſervice, that no 
ſearch ought ray — made after them ? It ſeems 
evident, that if it was right to ſeize the one, it 
is likewiſe right to purſue the other; and if 
it be right to purſue him, it is likewiſe right to 
hinder him from eſcaping the purſuers. It is 
then right to veſt ſome perſons with the power 
of apprehending him, and in whom 1s that 
power to be lodg'd, but in the civil magiſtrate! 
Every man, Sir, is obliged by compulſive me- 
thods to ſerve his country, if he can be pre- 
vailed upon by no other. If any man ſhall re- 
fuſe to pay his rates, or his taxes, will not his 
75 be ſeized by force, and ſold before his 
ace? If any particular methods are propoſed 
for obliging ſeamen to contribute to the publick 
ſafety, it is only becauſe their ſervice is neceſſa- 
ry upon more preſſing occaſions than that of 

others; 


A. 1 74 ts. * D-E BA T E g. 
others; upon occaſions which do not admit of 
« delay, without the hazard of the whole com- 
c meney fe 305 7 47 ts rH, | 

I muſt confeſs, Sir, there are inſtances in 
« which the hardſhips of the ſeafaring part of the 
nation are peculiar, and truly calamitous. A 
ſailor, after the dangers and toils of a long 
voyage, when he is now in the ſight of the 
« port, where he hopes to enjoy that quiet which 
« he has deſerved by ſo long a ſeries of fatigues, 
« to repair the injuries which his health has ſuf- 
« fered, by change of climate, and the diet of 
« the ſhips, and to recover that ſtrength which 
« inceflant vigilance has worn away; when he 
is in expectation of being received by his family 
« with thoſe careſſes, which the ſuccours that he 


ö « brings them naturally produce, and deſigns to 
a « reſt a while from danger, and from care; in 
r « the midft of theſe pleaſing views, he is on the 
« ſudden ſeized: by an impreſs, and forced into a 
- « repetition of all his miſeries, without any inter- 
0 val of refreſhment. Let no man who can 
18 think without compaſſion on ſuch a ſcene as 
it « this, boaſt his zeal for freedom, his regard for 
if * bravery, or his gratitude to thoſe who contri- 
to © bute to the wealth and power of their country; 
18 let every man who declares himſelf touched 
er « with the pity which the ſlighteſt reflexion upon 
4 ſuch a diſappointment muſt naturally produce, 
e * ſincerely endeavour to obviate the neceſſity of 
ne- * ſuch oppreſſive meaſures, which may at leaft 
re- in part be prevented, by aſſigning to magiſtrates 
re- * the power of hunting out of their retreats, 
his * thoſe who negle& the buſineſs of their callings, 
his and linger at once in lazineſs and want. There 
ofed are great numbers who retire not from weari- 
lick ] © neſs, but idleneſs, or an unreaſonable prepoſſeſs 
eſla- ſion againſt the publick ſervice; and ſurely no- 
To of thing is more unreaſonable, - than that bad dif- 
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* poſitions ſhould be gratified, and that induſtry 
* ſhould expoſe any man to penalties. 
Upon the whole, Sir, I am not able to diſco- 


ver, that any man ſhould be exempted from an 


impreſs merely becauſe he finds means to eſcape 


it, or becaufe idleneſs or difinclination to the 


< publick ſervice prompts him to abſcond. If 
any men deſerve indulgence, in oppoſition to 
* the demands of the publick, they are rather 
* thoſe who have already in ſome degree diſ- 
charged their duty to it, by contributing to 
bring in that wealth which is the conſequence 
of a proſperous and well-regulated commerce, 
and without which war cannot be ſupported. 
© It is not without grief and regret, that I am 
« obliged to ſent, on this occafion, the ob- 


ſtructions which the war has ſuffered from thoſe 


at whoſe requeſt it was undertaken; and to de- 
< clare, that the conduct of the merchants has 


© afforded proof, that ſome law of this tendency 


is abſolutely neceſſary. The merchants, Sir, 
* who have fo loudly complained of the decline 
+ of trade, the interruption of navigation, and 
the infolence, rapacity, and cruelty of the Spa- 
© niards; the merchants who filled the nation 
© with repreſentations of their hardſhips, diſcou- 
* ragements, and miſeries, and lamented in the 
« moſt publick manner, that they were the only 
© body for whom the legiſlature had no regard, 
© who were abandoned to the caprice of other 
nations, were plundered abroad, and neglected 
* at home: The merchants, after having at length 
© by their importunities ingaged the Rate in a 
< war, of which they have themſelves certainly 
© not the leaſt pretenſions to queſtion either the 
« juſtice or neceſſity, now, when by the natural 
s conſequences of a naval armament, failors be- 
come leſs numerous, and ſhips more difficult to 
be equippꝰd, contract in private with ſuch failors 

© a9 


« 


a Prey "DEBATES. 
© as they are inclind to employ, and conceal 
them in gatrets hired for that purpoſe, till the 
3 8 Mad apt is ready, or the danger of an impreſs is 
«© raft, and thus ſecure their own private affairs at 
* * hazard of che publick, and hinder the ope- 
« rations of 2 war, which they, and they only, 
« ſolficited. © The danger of having other erie- 
mies than the Spaniards ; enemies, Sir, more 
active, more powerful, and more ambitious, 
has already been mentioned; a danger ſo near, 
and ſo formidable, that he will not be thought 
« very ſollicitoug far his country, whom the bare 
» mention of it does not alarm. This danger 
+ we are therefore to obviate by vigorous prepara- 
tions, and unanimous reſolutions ; nor do I 
doubt but both our enemies, if they find us 
united, will repent of attacking us. Sir, the 
moſt efficacious method of manning our fleets, 
£ which law or cuſtom has yet put into our hands, 
js that of ſuſpending our commerce by an em- 
© bargo, and yet the whole nation knows how 
s much, and by what means it has been eluded ; 
no ſooner was it known that an embargo was 
laid, than the failors flew away into the coun- 


n 5 try, or hid themſelves in corners of this great 
. city, as from the moſt formidable danger; and 
e no ſooner did the embargo ceaſe, than the 
y banks of che river were again crouded with. {08 
d, < failors, and all- the trading veſſels were immedi- 1 
ler * ately ſupplied. As I cannot doubt, Sir, that . 
ed every 1 | is equally zealous for the. ſuc- 1 
th * ceſs of the war, and the proſperity of his i | ; 
\ 3 country; and as the inſufficiency of the preſent 1 
nly methods of providing for them is apparent, 1 + at 
the hope that either the regulations propoſed:by this 1. 
ural bill, to which I ſee no important objections, or 9 
be- * ſome other af equal uſe _ ibe eſtabliſhed: by A ; 
It to . concurrence: 5 
ilors 7 i ei : 
« 23 Þ ns The ; 
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The Lord Baltimore ſpoke ! next. | 


8 Tho- no 8 in this aſſembly, cant can 
more ardently wiſh the ſucceſs; of the Brijifh 


© arms, or ſhall more willingly, concur in any mea- 


ſure that may promote it, yet I cannot agree 
to the clauſe now under our conſideration. I 
diſapprove it both from moral and political 
motives, I diſapprove i it as neither Juſt nor pru- 
dent. The injuſtice of ſo flagrant an invaſion 
5 f the liberty of particular men has been alrea- 
dy expoſed; nor is it, in my opinion, leſs eaſy 


2 3 


K 


95 t diſcover the imprudence of exhauſting. all 


7 our ſupplies at once, and ſweeping away all 
* our ſailors, to ſupply; a ſingle exigency. It has 
often been remark d, Sir, in favour of a ſtand- 
ing army, that it is requiſite to have a number 
0 of regular forces, who, tho' too weak to op- 

< poſe an invaſion, might be able to eſtabliſn 
. diſcipline in a larger body; an obſervation 
< which may, with much greater juſtneſs, be ap- 

plied to the ſeamen, whoſe art is much more 


« difficult to be attained, and who ate equally 


< neceſſary in war and peace. If our ſtock of 
« ſeamen, Sir, be deſtroy'd, if there is not left in 
our trading veſſels, a ſufficient number of expe- 
rienc'd artiſts to initiate novices, and propagate 
the profeſſion; not only our ſhips of war muſt 
lie uſeleſs, but our commerce fink to nothing. 
Nor have I reaſon. to believe the naval power 
of France ſo formidable, as that we ought to 
be terrify'd, by the apprehenſions of it, into 
any extraordinary methods of procedure. I am 


1 inform'd that they have now very few ſhips of 


Ni force left in their harbours; and that they 


have exerted their whole ſtrength in the fleet in 


America. I am not therefore, Sir, for provi- 


ding againſt preſent dangers, without regard to 


. © our future ſecurity; and think nothing more 
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© worthy of the conſideration of this aſſembly, 
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than the means of encouraging and increaſing 


our ſeamen, which will not be effected by the 
bill before us. Land forces may be hired uppn 
emergencies; but fallors are our own peculiar 

ſtrength, and the growth of our own ſoil: We 
are therefore above all other regards to attend, 
if T may uſe the term, to the preſervation of 
the PI 45 


Kober ner, Ee; 1 next ele. 
50 Mr. Chairman, | 


"FX 


s A there can be no ep objection to any Mr. 7ynzr's 
law than ambiguity, or indeterminate latitude “el. 


of meaning, I think it neceſſary to propoſe, 
that ſome word of known and limited import 
be ſubſtitued in the place of ſeafaring- men; an 
expreſſion which, if I was aſk'd the meaning 
* of it, I ſhould find it difficult to explain. Are 
ſeafaring· men thoſe only who navigate in the 
ſea? The term is then ſuperfluous, for all ſuch 


* are evidently compriſed in the word ſeamen. 
Are they bargemen or watermen who ply on 
* rivers, and tranſport proviſion or commodities 
from one inland town to another? In that ſenſe 


no body will affirm that it is a proper word; 
© and 1 impropriety in the expreſſion of laws, pro- 


* duces uncertainty in the execution of them.” 


Then Velters Cornewall, Eſq; roſe up. 


nh Sir, The term ſeafaring-men, of which an Mr. Crre- 
: explication i is defired, is intended to include all 
* thoſe who live by conveying goods or paſſen- 


* gers upon the water, whether the ſea or inland 
* rivers: Nor can we reſtrain it to a narrower 


* ſenſe, without exempting from the publick 


* ſervice great numbers, whoſe manner of life 


has qualified them for it, and from whom their 


; i w_ with equal Juſtice expect aſhiſt- 
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ſpeech. 
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ance, as from thoſe who are engaged in foreign 


Mr. Vyner 's 
reply. 


Lord Sage's 
eech. 


6 traffick.? i E Nr ti 
Robert Vyner, Eſq; rephed. | 
Sir, I am far from concüfring with the Ho- 
nourable gentleman in his opinion, that the in- 
land watermen are by their pfofeſfion in atty 
degree qualified for fea fervice, of. can properly 
be called ſcafaring-triefi, Alf qualifications for 
the ſervice, muſt conſiſt either in ſortie knidw- 
ledge of the arts of navigation; or in fome fami- 
liarity with the dangers of the ſea. With regard 
to any previous knowledge of naval buſineſs, it 
is well known that they havẽ no advantage over 
any common labourer ; for the männer of na- 
vigating a ſhip and a barge have for the nioſt 
part nothing in comme. Nor are theſe wa- 
termen, Sir, more able t6 ſtand firm in the ter- 
rors of the ſtorm, or the noiſe of. a battle, thin 
thoſe who follow any other occupation. Ma- 
ny of them never 5 the Js, nor have leſs 
dread of its danger than the other inhabitants 
of the inland counties. They are therefore 
neither ſeafaring-men, nor peculiarly capable of 
being made feamen. But the hadith upon 
particular men is not the 1 objection to 
this clauſe, which, by obſtructing our inland 
navigation, may make our rivers uſeleſs, and 
ſet the whole trade of the nation at a ſtand. 
For who will bring up his ſon u Waterman, who 
knows him expos' d by that profeſſion to be 
impreſs d for a ſeaman? t ſeems therefore 
neceſſary, Sir, either to omit the term * ſeafa- 
ring-men, or to explain it in ſuch a manner 
that inland watermen may not be included. 


The Lord Gage ſpoke ent. 
pulliye methods propo ed in this clauſe, and 3 
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little produced in favour of them, that it may 
© ſeem ſuperfluous to add any thing, or to endea- 
« your, by a multiplicity of arguments, to prove 
* what common reaſon muſt immediately diſco- 
ver. But there is one conſequence of this clauſe 
< which has not yet been obſerved, and which is 
« yet too important not to be obviated by a par- 
* 
* 
* 


ticular proviſo. It is well known, Sir, that 
many of thoſe to whom this act will extend, 
are freeholders and voters for electing the re- 
preſentatives of the nation; and it is there- 
fore apparent, that elections may be influenc*d 
by an ill-tim'd or partial execution of it. How 
eaſily will it be when an election approaches to 
raiſe a falſe alarm, to propoſe ſome ſecret ex- 
pedition, or threaten us with an invaſion from 
ſome unknown country, and to ſeize on all the 
ſeafaring voters, whoſe affections are ſuſpected, 
and confine them at Spithead, till the conteſt is 
over? I cannot, therefore, Sir, but think it 
neceſſary, that if this clauſe be ſuffered to pals, 
* ſome part of its hateful conſequences ſhould 
be prevented by an exception in favour of free- 
© holders and voters, which ſurely is no leſs than 
what every man owes to his own ſecurity, to 
the welfare of his country, and to thoſe by 
* whom he has been honour'd with the care of 
their liberties.” ieee e e 


Henry Pelham, Eſq; then faid as follows: | 


Sir, I do not riſe in oppoſition to the propoſal u, p. 
made by that right honourable member, nor n 
do ] think this the proper time either for op- Wen. 

* poling or approving it. Method is of the 
higheſt importance in inquines like theſe ; and 
* if the order of the debate be interrupted by 
foreign queſtions or incidental objections, no 
man will be able to conſider the clauſes before 
us, with the attention neceſſary to his own ſatiſ- 
faction, or to the conviction of others; the 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
mind will be diſſipated by a multiplicity of 
views, and nothing can follow but perplexity 
and confuſion. The great end, for which we 
are now aſſembled, is to ſtrike out methods of 
manning the fleet with expedition and certainty. 
It is therefore proper in the firſt place to agree 
upon ſome general meaſures, to each of which 
there may undoubtedly be particular objections 
"raiſed, that may be afterwards removed: by 
exceptions or proviſions ; but theſe proviſions 
ſhould, for the - ſake of order, be inſerted in 
particular clauſes, to be ſeparately conſider'd. 
Of this kind is the exception now offer d, to 
* which I have no objection but its preſent im- 
5 propriety, and the interruption of the debate 
# which it may now occaſion; for I ſee at preſent 
no reaſan againſt admitting. it in a particular 
# clauſe. When it 1s conſider'd how much the 
+ ſucceſs of the war may depend upon the deter- 
* minations of this day, and how much our fu- 
ture happineſs and ſecurity. may depend upon 
the ſucceſs of our preſent undertakings, 1 
+ hope my ſollicitude, for CR and po 
Ft; tion, will be eaſily excus' d.“ 


81-45 / Ha John Hynd Cotion anſwer' d. 


Hynd Cotton's | 
anſwer, I Lam not able, Sir, to diſcover' any immi- 


© nent danger to the nation in ſuſpending our at- 
* tention to the clauſe before us for a few mo- 
ments; nor indeed do we ceaſe to attend to it, 
F' while: we are endeavouring to mollify it, and 
adapt it to aur-/conſtitution.. The exception 
* propos'd is, in the opinion of the honourable 
© gentleman, ſo reaſonable, that he declares him- 
t ſelf ready to approve it in another place; and 
to me, no place ſeems more proper of its ma- 
t king part of this bill than this. As a connec- 
tion between the clauſe and exception appears 
ary and immediate, I cannot ſee why it 

| e $ ſhould 
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ſhould be poſtpon's, unkck a 1s s hoped. Wade it 
, e forgotten. 


Wi liam Pulteney, Eſq; cheg wel 


2 Sir, That this exception ſhould be forgotten 
there is no danger; for how long ſoever it be 


« delay'd, I will never agree to the act till I 
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ſee it inſerted. If we ſuffer the liberty of the 


freeholders to be infringed, what can we expect 
but to be charged with betraying our truſt, and 
giving up to ſervitude and oppreſſion thoſe 
who deputed us to this aſſembly, as the, guar- 
dians of their privileges, and the aſſertors of 


their birthright; a charge too juſt to be denied, 


and too atrocious to be borne | Sir, the right of 


a freeholder is independent on every other cir- 
cumſtance, and is neither made more or leſs By 
wealth or poverty: The eſtate, however ſmall, 
which gives a right of voting, ought to exempt 


the owner from every reſtraint that may hinder 
the exertion of his right; a right on which 


our conſtitution is founded, and which cannot 
be taken away without ſubverting our whole 


eſtabliſnment. To overlook the diſtinctions 
which the fundamental laws of our country 
have made in reſpect to different orders of 
men, and to regard only the accidents of 
affluence and neceſſity, is ſurely unjuſt in itſelf, 
and unworthy. of this aſſembly; an aſſembly, 
Sir, inſtituted principally to protect the weak 


= 


hoſe in a collective ſtate, who are not conſider- 
able enough to appear ſingly, and claim a 
voice in the legiſlature. To expoſe an honeſt, 


a laborious, and an ufeful man, to be ſeized by 


the hands of an inſolent officer, and dragged 
from the enjoyment of his right, only becauſe 
he will not violate his conſcience, and add his 
voice to thoſe of ſycophants, dependants and 

« proſti- 


Mr. Pulte- 
ney's ſpecchs 


gainſt the ſtrong, and deputed to repreſent 
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© proſtitutes, the ſlaves of power, the drudges of 
a court, and the hirelings of a faction, is the 
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nation, where the children of the poor receive 


higheſt degree of- injuſtice and cruelty. Let 
us rather, Sir, ſweep away with an impreſs, 
the drones of large fortunes, . the tyrants of 
villages, and the oppreſſors of the poor; let 
us oblige thoſe to ſerve their country by force, 
whoſe fortunes have had no other effect than to 
make them inſolent and worthleſs ; but let 
ſuch who by contributing to commerce, make 
every day ſome addition to the publick wealth, 
be left in the full enjoyment of the rights which 


they deſerve: Let thoſe by whoſe labour the 


expences of the war are furniſhed, be excuſed 
from contributing to it by perſonal ſervice. 
If it is neceſſary, Sir, to have our laws eſtab- 
liſhed by the repreſentatives/of the people, it 
is neceſſary that thoſe repreſentatives ſhould be 
freely elected; and therefore every law that 
obſtructs the liberty of voters, is contrary to 
the fundamental laws of our conſtitution ; and 
what multitudes may by this law be either hin- 
dred from giving their votes, or be- terrified 
into ſuch a choice, as by no means correſponds 
with their judgments or inclinations, it is eaſy 
to foreſee. I am indeed of opinion, Sir, that 
this clauſe cannot be adapted to our conſtitu- 
tion, nor modified by any expedient into a 
law, which will not lay inſupportable hardſhips 
upon the nation, and make way for abſolute 
power. But as it-1s neceſſary that a conſtant 
ſupply of ſeamen ſhonld be provided, I think 
it not improper to obſerve, that there is one 
expedient yet remaining, by which, though it 
will not much affiſt us m our preſent exigence, 
the fleets of this nation may hereafter be con- 
ſtantly ſupported. We have at preſent great 
numbers of charity-ſchools eſtabliſhed ih this 
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an education difproportioned to their birth. 
« This has often no other conſequences: than to 


make them unfit for their ſtations, by placing 


them in their own opinion above the drudgery 
« of daily labour, a notion which is too much 
indulg' d, as idleneſs co-operating with vanity, 
can hardly fail to gain the aſcendant, and which 
ſomètimes prompts them to ſupport themſelves 
by practices not only uſeleſs, but pernicious to 
« ſociety; This evil, Sir, cannot be better ob- 
s viated, than by allotting a reaſonable propor- 
« tion out of every ſchool to the ſervice of the 
« ſea, in which by entering early they cannot 
« fail fo become proficients, and where their at- 
« tainfiEnts, which ar preſent too frequently pro- 
* duce' lazineſs and diſhoneſty, might enable 
them to excel, and intitle them to promo- 
« tlon. T c | | 


Thomas Winnington, Eſq; replied. 


Sir, ” Notwithſtanding the confidence with Mr. i- 
which ſome gentlemen have propoſed this a- h. 
mendment, afid the eaſineſs with which others 
have eonſented to it, I declare without hefita- 
+ tion; that J oppoſe it now, and intend to oppoſe 
it whenever it ſhall be offered, becauſe it will 
defeat all the other proviſions which ſhall be 
made in the bill. I will venture to fay, Sir, 
that if every mah, who has, by whatever tenure, 
the right of voting, ſhall be exempted from the 
« neceſſicy of contributing to the publick ſafety by 
© his perſonal ſer vice, every man qualified for the 
* ſea, will by ſome means acquire a vote. Sir, a 
« very {mall part of thoſe who give their votes in 
this mation for repreſentatives in Parliament, en- 
Joy that right as the appendage of a free-hold ; 
to live in fome towns, and to be born only in 
$ otherb, gives the unalienable privilege of voting. 
Any gentleman, tb ſecute his own intereſt, or 
HY obſtruct 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1741 


obſtruct the publick ſervice, may, by dividing a 


ſmall piece of barren ground among a hundred 


ſailors, exalt them all to freeholders, and exempt 
them from the influence of this law. How- 
ever, Sir, I am not leſs a friend to the free- 
holders than thoſe ho propoſe the exception in 
their favour, but in my opinion the great intereſt 
of the freeholders is the preſervation: of their 
freeholds, which can only be ſecured by a vigor- 
ous exertion of the power of the nation, in the 
war which 1 is now declared againſt the'Spaniards. 


The Lord Baltimore ſpoke next. 1 


14 Sir, By the obſervations which I cha -oppor- 
tunities of making at the place which-I have the 
honour to repreſent, .I am convinc'd of the in- 
fluence that this law will have upon all the bo- 


roughs along the coaſts. There moſt of the 
voters are, in one ſenſe or other, Sir, ſeafaring- 
men, being almoſt all of them owners of veſſels, 


and in ſome degree acquainted with navigation; 


they may therefore be hurtied away at the choice 
of an officious or oppreſſive magiſtrate, who 
may by partiality and injuſtice obtain a majority, 
contrary to the general inclination of the people, 


and detemige the election by his own eee 


Sit William Tange then fed. 


LT barg. if every frecholder and voter is ta * ex- 
empted from the influence; of the law, the bill 
that we are with ſo much ardor endeavouring to 


draw up and rectify,” and of which the neceſlity 
is ſo generally acknowledged, will be no other 


than an empty ſound, and a determination, with- 
out an object; for while we are impowering the 
government to call ſeamen into the ſervice, we 
are exempting almoſt all that are able to ſerve 
from the denomination of ſeamen: What is this 
but to a without a ſubject? to raiſe with 

one 
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« when it will either gra 
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one hand and demoliſh with the A? In the 


veſtern parts of the nation, Sir, where I reſide, 
many who: vote at elections claim their privilege - 


by no other title than that of boiling a pot; a 
title which he who has it not, may eaſily obtain, 
his lazineſs or his 
cowardice, and which, though not occaſionally 
obtained, ſeems not ſufficient to ſet any man out 


of the reach of a juſt and neceſſary law. It is 
therefore, Sir, undoubtedly requiſite that the 


terms of the exception ſhould be explicit and 
definitive, and that only thoſe ſhould be ex- 
empted who have ſuch poſſeſſions or qualifica- 
tions as this aſſembly ſhall think a juſt title to 
exemption. For on the weſtern coaſt, from 
whence great ſupplies may be expected, almoſt 


every ſailor has a vote, to which nothing is there 


required, but to hire a lodging and boil a pot; 
after which, if this exception be admitted in all 


its latitude, he may ſit at eaſe amidſt the diſ- 


treſſes of his country, ridicule the law which he 
has eluded, and ſet the magiſtrate at open defi- 


ance.“ 


Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke next, 


. 


8 As 1 think, Sir, ſome exception may S waſh 


and proper, fo 1 ſuppoſe every gentleman will 
concur with me in rejecting one of ſuch extent 
as ſhall leave no object for the operation of the 
law. It is in my opinion proper to reſtrain the 
exemption to thoſe freeholders who are poſſeſt 
of ſuch an eſtate, as gives a vote for the repre- 
ſentative of the county, by which thoſe whoſe 
privilege ariſes from their property, will be ſe- 
cured, and, it ſeems reaſonable that thoſe who 


have privileges without property, ſhould pur- 
cle At their e E 89 


Jen 
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Jabn Browne, Eq; ſpoke next. 


Sir, The exception propoſed will not only de. 
* feat the end of the bill by leaving it few objects, 
but will obſtruct the execution of it on proper 
* occaſions, and involve the magiſtrate in difficul- 
ties which will either intimidate him in the ex- 
< ertion of his authority, or if he perſiſts in diſ- 


charging his duty with firmneſs and ſpirit, will 


perhaps oblige him ſometimes to repent of his 


© fidelity. It is the neceflary conſequence, Sir, of 


a ſeaman's profeſſion, that he is often at a great 
diſtance from the place of his legal ſettlement, 
or patrimonial poſſeſſions; and he may therefore 
aſſert of his own cireumſtances what is moſt 
convenient without danger of detection. Diſ- 
* tance is a ſecurity that prompts many men to 
« falſhoods by which only vanity is gratified, and 


j few men will tell truth in oppoſition to their in- 


« tereft, when they may lie without apprehenſion 
of being convicted. When therefore a magi- 
© ftrate receives directions to impreſs all the ſea- 
men within his diſtrict, how few will he find 
4 who will not declare themſelves freeholders in 


* ſome diſtant county, or freemen of ſome obſcure 


© borough. It is to no purpoſe, Sir, that the ma- 


Mr. Atvor- 


ney Gene- 
zal's ſpeech, 


< piſtrate diſbelieves what he cannot confute; and 
if in one inſtance in a hundred, he thauld be 


© miſtaken, and acting in conſequence of his error, 


force a freeman into the ſervice, what reparation 
may not be demanded? I therefore propoſe it to 
< the conſideration of the committee, whether any 
man ought to claim exemption from this law by 
a title, that may ſo readily be procur'd, or ſo 
« ſafely uſurped, | 


The Attorney General ſpoke next. 


Sir, The practiee of impreſſing, which has 
been declaimed againſt with ſuch vehement ex- 
© aggerations, 


1741. DEBATES. 
aggerations, is not only founded on immemorial 
cuſtom, which makes it part of the common 
law, but is likewiſe eftabliſh'd by our ſtatutes; 
for I remember to have found it in the ſtatutes 
of Queen Mary, and therefore cannot allow that 
it ought to be treated as illegal, and anti- conſti- 
* tutional. That it is not inconſiſtent with our 
* conſtitution may be proved from the practice of 
* erecting the royal ſtandard, upon great emer- 
* gencies, to which every man was obliged imme- 
* diately to repair; this practice is as old as our 
« conſtitution, and as it may be revived at plea- 
* ſure, may be properly mentioned as equivalent 
© to an impreſs.” 


Robert Vyner, Eſq; anſwered. 


This word, Sir, which the learned member has Mr. Hu 

* by his wonderful diligence diſcover'd in the ſta- fer. 

© tutes, may perhaps be there, but in a ſignification 

far different from that which it bears at preſent. 
The word was, without doubt, originally French, 

« pret, and imply'd what is now expreſſed by the 

term ready; and to impreſs any man was in thoſe 

days only to make him ready or engage him to 

hold himſelf in readine/s, which was brought 

about not by compulſion, perſuit, and violence, 

but by the allurements of a pecuniary reward, 

* or the obligation of ſome antient tenure.” 


The committee being then put off to the 6th, Another up- 
7 7 on the ſame 


a new debate happened that day upon the ſame ea. 
ſubje&, in which the Lord Gage was the firſt that 
ſpoke, whoſe ſpeech was to the following effect. 


Mr. Chairman, 
Sir, I cannot fit in this place, and hear ſuch Lord Gg 
* a clauſe read, without declaring myſelf againſt * _ 
it; becauſe I think it abſolutely inconfiftent 
with the liberties of my country. An Engliſh- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
man's houſe has always been ſaid to be his caſtle. 
No man is to enter into it without his leave, 
unleſs there be a ſtrong ſuſpicion of his having 
been guilty of ſome very atrocious crime, and 


that ſuſpicion declared upon oath by ſome wit- 


neſs of good credit. But by this clauſe, the 
houſe of every man in England is to be laid 


open, both by day and by night, to all the petty 
conſtables in his neighbourhood. If ſuch a 
clauſe ſhould paſs into a law, can any man in 


England be ſaid to be free ? Can any man's pro- 


perty be ſaid to be ſafe ; eſpecially when we 


conſider the character of many of thoſe who 
ſerve the office of conſtable for hire? 

* This, Sir, would be of ſuch dangerous con- 
ſequence to the properties as well as the liber- 
ties of the ſubject, that no neceſſity can juſtify 
our paſling ſuch a law ; and the only argument 
I have heard made uſe of in its favour, 1s ra- 
ther, in my opinion, an argument againſt it. 


When this bill was firſt brought in, we were 


told, as an argument for it, that there was ſuch 
axlaw paſſed in the gth year of Queen Anne; but 
as that law ſubſiſted for a year only, and as it 
was neither continued nor revived, it is to me 
a convincing proof, that the law was found 
inconvenient and dangerous, or that it was 


found not to anſwer the purpoſe intended, and 


therefore I am againſt trying the expedient a 
ſecond time. $5, 


Sir Charles Wager ſpoke next to the effect as 


follows, 012. 
Sir Charles 


« Sir, As it is hardly poſſible to contrive any 


law for the publick ſervice, that may not ſeem 


inconvenient to private men; and as in ſuch a 


© numerous aſſembly, there muſt be a great va- 


* riety of ſentiments, I expected, when this bill 


was firſt brought in, to hear it oppoſed, eſpeci- 


« ally 
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ally by thoſe gentlemen who happen at preſent 
to have no ſhare' in our adminiſtration; be- 
cauſe they are not not ſenſible of the difficulties 


*. 


that are to be met with in providing for the 


publick ſervice, even after the Parliament has 
granted the ſums neceſſary for that purpoſe; 
to which I muſt add, that they are generally 
but too jealous of the liberties of the ſubject, 
* which makes them take the alarm at every 
* thing that looks like an extenſion of the powers 
of our government, however neceſſary that 
* extenſion may be for the eaſe or ſafety of the 


+ people; © : 


This, Sir, is the caſe at preſent. Every gen- 
tleman muſt grant, that his Majeſty's navy 
* ought to be manned; becauſe without men it 
can be of no ſervice to the nation; but as the 
law now ſtands, our government labours under 
inſuperable difficulties in providing a ſufficient 
number of ſeamen for the ſervice of the navy. 
They have tried preſſing: They have tried 
* embargoes:: They have tried every method 
the law admits of, without ſucceſs; and I do 
© not at all wonder at it; for when a ſeaman ex- 
* pects three pound a month in the merchants 

ſervice, I do not wonder at his endeavouring 


vice, where he has but a little more than twenty 
Shillings. He does this by abſconding and 
* concealing himſelf, till he finds an opportunity 
for entering into the merchant ſervice, and 


to avoid being preſſed into his Majeſty's ſer- 


therefore thoſe now employed in our govern- 


ment find it abſolutely neceſſary for them to 
* have a power to ſearch for, and apprehend 


* ſuch ſeamen, either by day or by night, and 


to break open doors, if admittance ſhould be 
denied to the civil officer. 

* This power, it is true, Sir, if it were to be 
made a bad uſe of, might, like all other powers, 
Vol. XXI. U prove 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
prove troubleſome and inconvenient to the ſub- 
ject.; but whilſt it is properly uſed, it can be 
6 inconvenient to none but thoſe who conceal 


© ſeamen in their houſes, or at leaſt to ſuch as 


give ſuſpicion of their doing ſo, which can ne- 
ver be the caſe of any man of rank or figure 
© in the kingdom; and in modelling this clauſe, 
all poſſible care has, I think, been taken to pre- 
vent this power's being made an improper or 
© bad uſe of; for the juſtices of peace, before 
© they can order a ſearch for ſeamen, muſt have 
<. an authority from the Admiralty, and after they 
© have this authority, they are to iſſue their or- 
ders, not to a preſs-gang, or officer of the na- 
< yy, but to the conſtables, who are always ſuch 
© as live in the neighbourhood, and being well 


6 known, might eaſily be proſecuted and puniſh- 


ed, ſhould they any way miſbehave in the exe- 
< cution of their office. 

_ © cannot therefore, Sir, form to myſelf any 
© apprehenſion, 'or imagine the leaſt danger from 
our paſſing this clauſe into a law. A man's 


_ © houſe will Kill be his caſtle: Should this clauſe 


«. paſs into a law, no man's houſe could be forced 
open, unleſs he is guilty of a crime, or has b 

« ſome miſcondudt given cauſe to ſuſpe& his being 
« guilty. I fay guilty of a crime, Sir; for, I 
think, it is a W crime in any man to 
« withdraw himſelf from the ſervice of his coun- 
try, when the ſafety, perhaps the very being of 
* his country depends upon his ſervice; and there- 
fore I muſt think it a crime of a very heinous 
nature in thoſe who conceal ſeamen ſo withdraw- 
© ing from the ſervice of the crown: The publick 
« ſafety as much requires, and, in my opinion, 
they as much deſerve to be expoſed to the dan · 
ger of having their houſes ſearched, or their 
doors forced open, as thoſe that harbour thieves, 
+ or conceal ſtolen goods; and tho” the power 4 
r ü # e | 6 .ſearc - 
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ſearching the houſes of ſuch criminals, or ſuſ- 
_ pected criminals, and breaking open their doors 
in caſe of non-admittance, has been eſtabliſhed 
for ages, yet it has never been found inconveni- 
ent to innocent men, or dangerous to the liber- 
ties of the ſuhject. 

« I believe, Sir, no gentleman will ſuppoſe, 
that thoſe who were employed in our admini- 
ſtration in the fifth year of the late Queen, had 
any deſigns againſt 75 liberties of their country. 
1 believe,” it will be generally admitted, they 
had as great a regard for both the liberties and 
properties of their fellow ſubjects, as any admi- 


paſſed ſuch a Rw as is now propoſed. 


law would be of dangerous conſequence to the 


properties, or an incroachment upon the liberties 
of the ſubject; and if that law was not conti- 


nued or revived, it was not becauſe of any in- 
convenience found in it, but becauſe there was 
no occaſion for continuing or reviving it. There 
can never be any occaſion for ſuch a law but at 
or ſoon after the beginning of a war, or when 
we are engaged with an enemy poſſeſſed of a 
very great naval force ; and as the naval power 
of France had been ſo much broke in the be ins 
ning of that war, that they durſt never 2 
wards face us at ſea, we had no occaſion for 
continuing or reviving this law at any time after 
the year 1706, 

»The caſe, Sir, may now be the b I 


we paſs the law now propoſed, it will be of 


great and immediate ſervice with regard to the 
manning of his Majeſty's navy; and if we 
ſhould make it to ſubſiſt but for a year, there 


may probably be no occafion for continuing it; 


or if there ſhould, we may continue it but from 
* year to year, till the occafion we have for it 
U 2 « ceaſes z 
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PARLIAMENTARY A.1741, 
ceaſes ;' ſo that I can apprehend no danger from 
our paſling it in the form it ſtands at preſent ; 
and as I can think of no other method for man- 
ning the ſhips we have now in commiſſion, I 


muſt therefore be for the clauſe, and as it is ne- 


ceſſary at this immediate juncture, : hope it will 
be paſſed into a law.” 


The next that ſpoke was Sit Jobn Barnard, 


whoſe ſpeech was in ſubſtance thus. 


Sir, The nature and conſequences of the 
clauſe now under our conſideration, were fo 
fully explained upon the ſecond reading of this 
bill, that I ſhould not have given you any trou- 
ble upon this occaſion, but as ſeveral arguments 
were then thrown out, by way of anſwer to the 
objections I had made to the bill, 
had not then an opportunity to make any reply: 
I ſhall now beg leave to ſhew the weakneſs of 
thoſe arguments, and to inforce the objections I 
then made, which to me appear the ſtronger, 
the more I conſider the nature of this bill, eſpe- 
cially when I compare it with the nature of our 
conſtitution, and conſider the uſe that may be 
made of it by a miniſter, who reſolves to have 
no juſtices of peace in any county, but ſuch as 
will yield a blind obedience to his orders. 
* We were told, Sir, that private intereſt muſt 
always give way to the publick ; that the man- 


ning of the royal navy is a publick concern of 


the greateſt conſequence, and that therefore 
every private. intereſt muſt be ſacrificed to it 
when it becomes abſolutely neceſſary to do ſo. 
I would gladly aſk theſe gentlemen, if they 
think the trade of the nation a publick concern ? 
What gentlemen may do who have lucrative 


poſts or employments under the crown, I do 


not know ; but I am ſure, if our landed gen- 
tlemen do not look upon trade as a publick in- 
« tereſt, 


to which I 
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tereſt, they will very ſoon find their private in- 


tereſt very much diminiſhed, and in ſome places 


almoſt intirely annihilated. It is from our 
trade, Sir, we have our riches, our power, our 
navy, and our ſeamen; and therefore, if we 
ſhould loſe our trade, either by negle&, or by 
ſubjecting it to inſufferable hardſhips; we ſhould 


have no occaſion for ſuch a law as is now pro- 


poſed ;. for we ſhould neither have ſeamen, nor 
ſhips to put ſeamen on board of, Our trade 
has already ſuffered very. conſiderably by the 
methods we have taken for manning our navy, 
and by this bill you will put an end to the 
very breed of our ſeamen; for no man will go 
to ſea, or breed himſelf up a failor, when he 
conſiders, that by the laws of his country he 
thereby becomes liable to be preſſed, whenever 
a miniſter ſha]l take it in his head to fit out a 


ſquadron, either for ſhew or ſervice, and that if 
he conceals himſelf, he is to be hunted after 


as if he were a common felon. | 

* Another argument made uſe of in favour 
of the bill was, that there are a great number 
of ſailors lurking up and down the country, 
and that there are at leaſt fix thoufand now 
employed in our coaſting trade. As to the 
ſailors that are lurking in the country, and un- 
willing to enter either into the merchant ſervice, 
or the ſervice of the navy, I wiſh they could be 
apprehended, if they cannot be tempted, by 
the reward offered by this bill, to enter into his 
Majeſty's ſervice; but 1 do not believe there is 
any great number of them, and, I am ſure, 
no gentleman of this houſe can with good rea- 
ſon affirm there is; for if he could, he muſt 
then know whereabout they are to be met with, 
and in that caſe he would certainly give the go- 
vernment notice of it, to the end they might 
be apprehended, and ſent on board the navy. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
That there are a gre number of ſeamen lurk- 


ing in the country, I therefore take to be a 


vague aſſertion, made uſe of in favour of this 
bill, without any ſolid foundation; and the 


other aſſertion of there being at leaſt fix thou- 
ſand ſeamen employed in our coaſting trade is, 
J am convinced, Without the leaſt foundation. 


1 do not believe, Sir, there is a fourth part of 
the number, able-bodied, expert ſeamen, em- 


ployed in our coaſting trade; for beſides the 


maſter, our coafting veſſels ſeldom have above 


one or two ſuch ſeamen on board, the reſt of 
the crew being made up of old ſeamen above 


fifty-five years of age, young ſeamen under 
eighteen, apprentices to the maſter, and land- 


men that were never perhaps before at ſea; and 
as no coaſting veſſel can ſafely venture to ſea, 
without one or two able-bodied, expert ſea- 
men on board, beſide the maſter, if you ſhould 
take from them ſuch as are now employed in 
that trade, you would put an intire ſtop to it 
at once, the conſequences of which would ſoon 
become terrible, eſpecially here at London, where 
the people are under a neceſlity of having a con- 


tinual ſupply from almoſt every corner of the 
kingdom. 


I am therefore convinced, Sir, ſhould this 
_ clauſe be paſſed into a law, that its authors and 
adyocates would find themſelves very much 
miſtaken as to its effect. It might, perhaps, 


force ſome of our beſt ſeamen into foreign ſer- 


vice, eſpecially ſuch as have been employed i in 
5 the Eaſti- India trade, but I cannot think it would 


add any great number to the navy; and I am 


the more convinced of this, from what I have 


heard as to the effect of that bill which was 


paſſed into a law in the fifth of the late Queen, 
and which was of the ſame nature with this; 


85 for 1 have been n that by * of 
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« that bill, they at that time got but a very 
« ſmall number of ſeamen, which was the true 
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« reaſon of its not having been continued. As ; 
« that miniſtry had, I belieye, as great a regard i 
« for the liberties and properties of their fellow 1 
« ſubjects as any miniſter can have, this was with |} 
them a prevailing argument for not inſiſting up- Li 
on the law's being continued; but we are not 1 
« to expect the like condeſcenſion from every 1 
« miniſter; and as it is much eaſier to prevent a 1 
« bill's being paſſed into a law, than to prevent [| i 
« the law's being continued, I ſhall always be 1 
« againſt truſting miniſters, even with a temporary [WY 
law, which I think dangerous to our conſtitu- 1% 108 
tion, however plauſible the pretences may be l 
that are made uſe of in its favour. This, I 0 


ſay, ſhall always be my general reſolution ; but 36 1 
upon the preſent occaſion I have a particular 13 18 
reaſon for adhering to this reſolution ; for when 1 
a law may ſerve for purpoſes that are not decla- 1 
red, as well as for thoſe that are, and when it 
has by experience been found ineffectual for the 
declared purpoſes, I have, I think, reaſon to 
ſuſpect, that the deſign of renewing it, is in | 

order to turn it to thoſe purpoſes that are. not 1 
declared. | pe: 
As for the other argument made uſe of in fa- 
* your of this bill, which was that of our being 1 
« at preſent under a neceſſity of paſſing ſome ſuch 1 
« bill, it will, from what I have ſaid already, 
appear to be without any foundation; for if . 
* the bill be ineffectual, if it has by experience 4 
been found to be ineffectual for the purpoſes 1 . 
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declared to be intended by it, ſurely the nation _ 
can be under no neceſſity for having it paſſed $3; [ 


into a law. I ſhall grant, that for other pur- 4: 316 
© poſes which are not declared, which never will 1 
© be declared, it would be very effectual. It 1 
might, if paſſed into a law, be made effectual 1 

| "ES « for 


| PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
for plaguing and harraſſing thoſe who ſhould 
not ſnew complatſance enough to our juſtices of 
the peace, or to their ſuperiors, our miniſters ; 
but if there be any amongſt us that ſecretly in- 

tend to turn the law to ſuch purpoſes, I am 
ſure, every other gentleman in the houſe, as 
well as the nation in general, has great reaſon to 

prevent the bill's being paſſed into a law. 

© For my own part, Sir, I do not know what 
_ neceſſity we may be under at preſent ; but this I 
know, that there are many degrees of neceſſity, 
and, I hope, we are not yet come to the laſt ; 
for there are ſeveral other methods may be 
thought of, beſides that now propoſed. We 
may paſs a bill for ſuſpending the navigation 
act, and for encouraging foreign ſeamen to en- 
ter into our merchants or government's ſervice : 

We may receive a great number of landmen on 
board every ſhip of war ; for it has always been 
admitted, that one third expert ſeamen is ſuffici- 
ent for navigating the ſhip, and landmen may 
in a few days be made as fit for fighting her, as 
if they were expert ſeamen. If this method 
were taken, our Admiralty might appoint pro- 
per perſons to proportion the number of ſeamen 
and landmen on board each ſhip of war, which 
would be a great relief to the merchant ſervice; 
and if from the beginning of this war, ſuch 
a method had been followed, we ſhould not now 

have been under any diſtreſs for want of ſeamen, 
nor would our trade have been brought under 
ſuch difficulties, as it labours under at preſent. 

Aſter ſuch a long tract of peaceable times, and 
the many diſcouragements our ſeamen had met 
with at home, it might eaſily have been fore- 
ſeen, that there would be a great ſcarcity of 
ſeamen at the firſt breaking out of a war; 
and therefore the gentlemen of our Admiralty 

ought to have begun with taking all _ 1 
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bodied landmen they could poſſibly engage to 
enter into his Majeſty's ſea-ſervice ; and at the 
ſame time they ſhould have taken care, that 
no captain of a man of war ſhould carry out 
a greater number of ſeamen, than was barely 


* ſufficient for navigating his ſhip, and that the 


R 6 


XR „ 


© beſt-ſeaſoned ſeamen ſhould be put on board 


© thoſe ſhips that were deſigned for the Weſt- 
Indies. | 

« But inſtead of purſuing, theſe meaſures, we 
have, almoſt in every ſtep, purſued the direct 
« contrary, by which we have brought ourſelves 
under the neceſſity complained of; and now to 
* relieve us from this neceſſity, of the ſeveral 
* methods that may be thought of, that alone is 
* propoſed, which tends moſt to increaſe the 
power of the miniſter, and is conſequently of 
the moſt dangerous conſequence to the liberties 
Jof the people. This, Sir, is a pretty extraor- 
dinary method of proceeding ; but I am no 
way ſurpriſed at it, becauſe it is a method of 
proceeding, which of late years has been prac- 
tiſed upon ſeveral former occaſions ; and there- 
* fore I ſhall only obſerve, that the oftener we 
* ſee it practiſed, the more ſuſpicious we ought 
* to be of thoſe that practiſe it, the more we 
* ought to be upon our guard againſt all addi- 
* tions to the power of the crown, eſpecially 
* ſuch as can ſerve only to inſlave us. 

* I ſhall grant, Sir, it is a very heinous crime 
in a man to withdraw himſelf from the pub- 
lick ſervice, when he thinks his ſervice may be 
* of uſe to his country, and when it his turn to 
go upon that ſervice; but in this country 
* there are two circumſtances, which render a 
ſeaman's abſconding not altogether ſo criminal, 
* as it would otherwiſe be. When a ſeaman is 
to enter, or to be preſſed on board our navy, 
he is not ſure whether he is to go to ſerve his 

95 _ * country, 
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298 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
eountry, or to be made a raree-ſhew of, either 
upon our own coaſt, or upon ſome foreign coaſt : 
This doubt hath ariſen from our conduct for al- 
moſt twenty years paſt, and from the many uſe- 
leſs ſquadrons we have fitted out; and whilſt a 
ſeaman is in this doubt, I cannot think it any 
crime in him to withdraw himſelf from the pub- 
lick ſervice. The other circumſtance is, our 
cuſtom of preſſing ſeamen out of ſhips home- 
ward bound from a long voyage, and of turn- 
ing them over from one man of war to another, 
often without giving them a day to ſee their 
friends, or to refreſh themſelves aſhore ; ſo that 
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beſt gentleman, or even the greateſt Lord in his 
neighbourhood ; which would be the caſe, if 
this clauſe ſhould paſs into a law, as will appear 
to every gentleman, who impartially conſiders 

the words of the clauſe. 
The juſtices of peace, it is true, Sir, muſt 
have an authority from the Admiralty, before 
they can iſſue their orders for a general ſearch 
for ſeamen, and the conſtables muſt have their 
orders from the juſtices, before they-can go up- 
on that ſearch; but thoſe orders are not to ſpe- 
cify the houſes they are to ſearch : The orders 
are to be general; and when a petty conſtable is 
provided with ſuch a general order, and a preſs- 
gang proper for his purpoſe, whatever it may 
be, may not he inſiſt upon ſearching the houſe 
of any gentleman, or any nobleman in the 
N neighbour- 


. no care is, nor indeed has ever been taken, to 
A give ſeamen their turn of ſervice in the navy, 
"if which is a very reaſonable excuſe for our ſea- 
4 mens abſconding and withdrawing themſelves 
4 from the publick ſervice, and is a grievance, 
5 which ſome way or other ought to be remedied 
. as ſoon as poſſible; but ſurely this grievance 
il may be removed without putting it in the power 
= of a petty conſtable to harraſs and oppreſs the 
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neighbourhood? May not he break open the 


« gates and the doors of the houſe, if the ſer- 
vants ſhoyld refuſe to give him admittance upon 
the firſt word of command ? This, Sir, is ſuch 
an unlimited power, and is lodged in a perſon 
of ſuch a low character, that I am ſurpriſed 
how it could enter into any miniſter's head to 


of it. I am ſure, I ſhall moſt heartily give it 
my negative, and I hope, even the gentlemen 
who brought in the bill, will agree to leave out 
this clauſe, when they conſider ſeriouſly the 
conſequences it may be attended with. 


* 

c 

. 

+ 
+ think, that a Britiſp Parliament would approve 
« 

$ 

0 

6 

« 


Upon this Sir William Yonge ſtood up, and 
ſpoke to this effect. | 


« Sir, By the complaints within doors, and the Sir William 


25 FORE 7 Yonge's 
* chamours without, it would ſeem as if people "Wuxi 


thought, that war might be carried on without 
* expoſing our trade to the leaft inconvenience or 
danger, which every conſiderate and impartial 
man muſt allow to be impoſſible. That of 
drawing a great number of ſeamen out of the 
nierchant ſervice, and conſequently raiſing ſea- 


conveniencies, that cannot be avoided at the be- 

ginning of a war, eſpecially after a long tra& of 

peaceable times; and as thoſe intruſted with the 
* adminiſtration of our publick affairs cannot en- 
gage ſeamen to enter into the King's ſervice by 
* increaſing their wages, they muſt have recourſe 
to preſſing, in which no regular method can be 
5. obſerved ; for when the ſervice requires it, they 
* muſt preſs all they can find, without regard to 
* their having been for a long or a ſhort time at 
* ſea, before their being preſſed into the King's 
| ſervice. 3 
| «Ie 


* 
* 
mens wages in that ſervice, is one of thoſe in- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
The only two methods I have ever heard of 
for preventing theſe inconveniencies, are, to 
keep a great number of ſeamen, even in time 
of peace, in continual pay, and to have a ge- 
neral regiſter for our ſeamen. If we had kept 
twenty or thirty thouſand feamen in continual 
pay and continual ſervice, during the many 
years we have been in profound peace, we 
fhould now have had no occaſion to draw any 
oreat number away from our trade ; but this 
would have, ſeven years ago, been exclaimed 
againſt, as putting the nation to an expence 
that was both unneceſlary and dangerous : And 
if we had yearly fitted and ſent out a powerful 
ſquadron, for no other reaſon but to exerciſe 
our ſeamen, and prevent their forgetting their 
trade, it would have been ridiculed, and called 
making a raree-ſhew of our ſquadrons and ſea- 
men. 

© Fhen, Sir, as to a regiſter for ſeamen, it is 
certain, that if the government had an account 
of all the ſeamen in the Britiſb dominions, and 
could call upon ſuch of them as they pleaſed, 
to come in and ſerve on board the royal navy, 
the Admiralty would never have occaſion to 
iſſue any preſs warrants, nor to force any ſea- 
man to ſerve out of his turn, or longer than 
his turn. There would then be no occaſion to 
preſs men out of a merchant-ſhip juſt returned 
from a long voyage, nor for turning over a crew 
from one man of war to another. But this of 
a regiſter too, we are told, would be dangerous 
to our conſtitution, and would make ſlaves of our 
ſeamen. Thus, Sir, ſome gentlemen are daily 
complaining of the hardſhips to which our trade 
and our ſeamen are expoſed, and yet they will 
neither propoſe, nor agree to any of the methods 
that are propoſed for preventing its being neceſ- 
+ fary to ſubject our trade and our ſeamen to n 
| "ET hard- 
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A. 1741. DEBATES. 

« hardſhips. To defend our own coaſts in time 
of war, we mult haye ſquadrons at ſea, or ready 
© ro put to ſea; to protect our trade, we muſt 
have a great number of cruiſers and convoys at 
« ſea; to attack or annoy the enemy, we muſt 
« ſend powerful ſquadrons upon their coaſts. If 
any of theſe ſervices were neglected, thoſe that 
are not in our government would exclaim againſt 
© thoſe that are, and they would have reaſon to 
© exclaim; when thoſe that are in our govern- 
ment make uſe of the only means they have in 
their power for ſupplying thoſe ſervices, the 
* gentlemen that happen not to be concerned in 
* our government complain of their conduct, and 
« ſay, they unneceſſarily harraſs our trade and 
* oppreſs our ſeamen ; and when thoſe that are 


in our government propoſe the eſtabliſhing of 


other methods for ſupplying thoſe ſervices, 
« thoſe that are not in our government take the 
alarm and ſay, they are going to overturn our 
* conſtitution. | f 

© Theſe, Sir, are the circumſtances we now 
* ſeem to be in: Theſe are the circumſtances we 
have been long in; and whilſt we are in theſe 
* circumſtances, we can never expect to be eaſy 


* at home, or to make a figure abroad; there- 


* fore, I with, gentlemen would lay aſide their 
jealouſies and fears, and concur heartily and 
* ſincerely in all meaſures that ſeem to be neceſ- 
* ſary for enabling us to act with vigour in our 
* national capacity. Every man deſires to have 
* the publick ſervice performed : Every man de- 
* fires to have the publick wants ſupplied ; but 
few are willing to contribute their due ſhare 
either of labour or expence : The government 
* muſt be inveſted with ſuch powers as are neceſ- 
* ſary for compelling thoſe that are unwilling : 
If it is not, you can never expect to act with 
* Vigour in time of war, nor to be at quiet in 

time 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
© time of peace. You ought not therefore to be 
© jealous of giving ſuch powers to your govern- 
© ment: You ought only to be watchful leſt any 
© of thoſe powers ſhould be made a bad uſe of; 
and whilſt our judges below do their duty, no 
* power granted by Parliament can be made a 
© bad or an oppreſſive uſe of with impunity. 
© When there is a legal remedy, the injured will 
certainly take advantage of it, and if there 
£ ſhould be no legal remedy, if the criminal 
* ſhould be too high or too cunning for our judges 
to reach him, the Parliament may come in aid, 
and will always be able to give the injured ſub- 
< ject a ſufficient redreſs, againſt the higheſt or 
£ moſt cunning oppreſſor. | 
For this reaſon, Sir, I cannot think, there is 
_ © any danger, that the conſtables who are to ex- 
£ ecute the powers propoſed to be eſtabliſhed by 
< this clauſe, will ever make a bad uſe of them, 
© or ſearch any houſe without ſome reaſonable 
< ſuſpicion of ſeamens being kept concealed in 
it; but if it ſhould be thought, that an unli- 
< mited power in this reſpect is too great to be 
< lodged either in the juſtices of the peace, or in 
their under officers the conſtables, you may re- 
© ſtrain their power by an amendment to the 
< clauſe: You may amend it ſo as that neither 
© the juſtices nor the conſtables can ſearch any 
<£ houſe without an affidavit, that ſome abſcond- 
ing ſeamen are ſuppoſed to be concealed in the 
< houſe. This, I think, will obviate all the ob- 
< jeCtions that have been made to the clauſe, as 
it now ſtands; and the eſtabliſhing of ſuch a 
< law may very probably put an end, in a ſhort 
time, both to preſſing and ſearching ; for if it 


£ were once made impoſſible for ſeamen to avoid 


being preſſed by abſconding, and ſuch a re- 
< ward offered as is by this bill propoſed, to all 
* ſuch as ſhould enter themſelves voluntarily 15 
5 « his 


A. 1741. 
« his Majeſty's ſervice, every ſeaman in the king - 
dom would, upon the firſt proclamation, volun- 
« tarily offer himſelf, in order to be intitled to the 
reward, if he were accepted of, or to a protec- 


Lad 
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tion if he were not. By this means our govern- 
ment would always have plenty and choice of 
ſeamen at its command, which would put an end 
to preſſing as well as ſearching; and the com- 
miſſioners of our Admiralty would then have it 
in their power to give every ſeamen his turn of 
ſervice in the navy: They would then have no 
occaſion to force any man out of his turn, nor 
to deſire him to continue longer in the navy 
than his turn; and conſequently they could 
never be under a neceſſity to preſs ſeamen out 
of a merchant- ſnip home ward bound from a 
long voyage, nor to turn a crew over from one 
man of war to another.. 


for, in my opinion, it would have a quite con- 
trary effect: It would relieve them from all the 
© hardſhips they now labour under, by making 
it unneceſſary for our government to force any 
of them into his Majeſty's ſervice, or to keep 
them there, out of their turn; and if we ſhould 
even in time of peace keep in continual pay 
but half as many ſeamen as we can probably 
have uſe for in time of war, which, now we 
have ſeen the inconvenience of not doing ſo, 
will, I hope, be reſolved on, when peace is 
reſtored, we could then carry on any future war, 


F 


the merchant-ſervice as might any way embar- 
raſs our trade; for I ſhall grant, that a certain 
number of landmen, . in proportion to the num- 
* ber of ſeamen, may be taken on board every 
* ſhip of war; but I am far from thinking * 

R + e 


* 


Lad 


] am therefore, Sir, ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, 
that this law would bring our ſeamen into any 
« ſort of ſlavery, or under the leaſt inconvenience; 


without drawing ſuch a number of ſeamen from 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 


the proportion of landmen ſhould be ſo great 
as two thirds. A few landmen may, tis true, 
aſfiſt in fighting the ſhip ; but from all I could 
ever learn, and I have been curious in this par- 
ticular, an expert ſeaman, is better even for 
fighting the ſhip than the beſt trained landman 
you can put on board; and it 1s to the great 
number of ſeamen, we uſually have on board 
our ſhips of war, that our ſhips are ſuperior to 
any foreign ſhips of the ſame rate. Our neigh- 
bours generally put more men on board their 
ſhips than we do, but as moſt of their men are 
landmen, and as moſt of ours are ſeamen, we 
work our ſhips and manage our guns more dex- 
terouſly than they do, which always gives us 
the advantage in an engagement; and tho' 
their landmen are often trained ſoldiers, yet it 
is generally found, we do more execution even 
with our ſmall arms than they can. 

© I therefore hope, Sir, we ſhall always here- 
after put ourſelves to a little extraordinary ex- 
pence in time of peace, rather than give up 
this fuperiority which has often been of great 
benefit to us, and from which we have reaped 
ſo much glory; and as we had not done ſo du- 
ring the laſt peace, and was therefore in great 
want of ſeamen at the beginning of the war, 
I muſt think, it was better to diſtreſs our trade 
a little, rather than expoſe our ſhips to be 
taken, and our naval reputation to be loſt, by 
putting too many landmen on board any of our 
ſhips of war, eſpecially thoſe ſent to the Mat- 
Indies. The climate in that country is known 
to be ſo obnoxious to our landmen, and our 
ſhips are ſo far diſtant from any freſh ſupply, 
that we could not venture to put any number 
of landmen on board; and it is to this chiefiy 
that we ought to impute the preſent: great ſcar. 
city of ſeamen ; for in that part of the world 
13 3 we 
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A. 17414. DEBATES. 
we have now above 20, ooo ſeamen in his Ma- 
« jeſty's ſervice, beſides the great numbers that 
are gone thither to ſerve on board privateers. 
We could not at the beginning put any propor- 
tion of landmen on board the ſhips deſigned 
for that ſervice, and much leſs can we do it 
now; and with regard to the ſhips at home 
© which are now in commiſſion, I believe, we 
< muſt content ourſelves with having one third 
expert ſeamen on board each of them, and muſt 
therefore proportion our ſeamen among them as 
« well as we can. | | 
This, Sir, is a neceſſity we are drove to, 
* which, I muſt ſay, I am ſorry for, becauſe I 
think it a dangerous neceſſity; for how ſoon 
ve may be obliged to ſend a great number of 
© the ſhips to ſea, no one can tell. I do not pre- 
tend to be let into any ſecrets of ſtate, or any 
of the ſecret intelligence we have from abroad; 
but I may take notice of what I have lately 
ſeen in a news-paper, which ſaid, that twelve 
French men of war from Breſt were to join the 
Spaniſh ſquadron now fitting out at Cadiz. If 


- 

o 

* 

very powerful ſquadron, to obſerve the motions 
* of theſe united ſquadrons, and if our ſquadron 
* ſhould find it neceſſary to engage, I am afraid, 
our ſhips, with two thirds landmen that had 
* never been at ſea before, would not make ſuch 
* a figure in an engagement, as they have for- 
* merly been uſed to do: If our ſquadron ſhould 
be defeated, and ſeveral of our ſhips loſt, thoſe 
* who are now complaining of our not having 
* taken landmen on board, would then, perhaps, 
* change their note, and complain as heavily of 
our having tarniſhed our glory, loſt our ſhips, 
* and expoſed the nation to be invaded, by taking 
; too many landmen on board, and that we had 


* done better to put a ſtop to our trade for a 
Vor. XXI. X month 


this be true, we muſt immediately ſend out a 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
month or two, than to have expoſed ourſelves, 
to ſuch diſgrace, ſuch loſs, and ſuch danger. 
Ihe gentlemen who have the honour of be- 
© ing at the head of our Admiralty are, therefore, 
© in the right, Sir, to try all expedients rather 
© than expoſe themſelves to ſuch complaints : 
©. The expedient now propoſed they cannot try 
< without the authority of Parliament: If that 
authority be refuſed, now they have aſked it, 
they will in ſo far be juſtified, let the conſe- 
© quences be what they will. Whether this ex- 
© pedient would be effectual no man can tell, 
* becauſe it is impoſſible to know what numbers 
© of ſeamen are now lurking up and down the 
* country, or what numbers of able-bodied, expert 
© ſeamen are now employed in our coaſting trade. 
© As to the former, we have reaſon to believe, 
© that there are great numbers of them, becauſe 
no merchant-ſhip is ever at a loſs for ſeamen, it 
© ſhe can but get a protection: Thoſe called the 
* crimps know where the ſeamen may be ſent to, 
© and when the maſter of a trading veſſel wants 
© ſuch a number, they are ready at a call; but 
© their crimps take care not to let the government 
< or any preſs-gang know where they are to be 
met with. 5 

Then, Sir, as to the number of able-bodied, 
© expert ſeamen now employed in the coaſting 
© trade, tho” I believe it to be much greater than 
© the honourable gentleman repreſents, yet I am 
convinced, it is not near ſo great as uſual in 
time of peace, not becauſe there are not many 
© ſuch ſeamen now in the kingdom, but becauſe 
© moſt of thoſe that are fit for his Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, and conſequently liable to be preſſed, 
* now refuſe to be employed at ſea, and have re- 
tired up into the country, where they live by 
* ſome employment at land, or upon the credit 
© they have from their crimps or their old _— 
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DEBATES. 
who know they can reimburſe themſelves with 
good intereſt out of the firſt wages the ſeaman 


receives, when a ſafe opportunity offers, for his 


being employed at the preſent high wages in 
the coaſting trade or merchant ſervice. 
For chefe reaſons, Sir, I believe the expedi- 
ent now propoſed would have a very great ef- 
fect, towards relieving us from our preſent diſ- 
treſs; and as I cannot think the clauſe, with 
the amendment I have propoſed, could have 
any bad conſequence, I ſhall therefore be for its 
being paſſed into a law.“ 


«CTC. K ˙ 


Giles Earle, Eſq; ſtood up next, and made a 


| ſhort ſpeech to the effect as follows, vix. 


Sir, When I look round me, I am ſurpriſed 
to find this bill meet with ſo much oppoſition. 
I believe, we are all true born Engliſhmen, I 
ſhould have ſaid true Britons, in this houſe ; 
and therefore I hope the bill will at laſt meet 
with a very general approbation; for if there 
were a Frenchman or a Spaniard amongſt us, 
I am perſuaded he would be againſt the bill, 
eſpecially the clauſe now under our conſidera- 
tion. He would frighten us with ſlavery, and 
I do not know what, in order to prevent our 
agreeing to ſuch a neceſſary and uſeful regula- 
tion. This, I am perſuaded, would be the 
caſe, had we any ſuch men amongſt us; and 
* this of itſelf is with me a ſufficient reaſon for 
* agreeing to what is propoſed.” 


He was anſwer'd by Thomas Carew, Eſq; the 
purport of whoſe ſpeech was thus : 


Sir, I little ſuſpected that the oppoſers of this 
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* A 


* clauſe ſhould be accuſed of being Frenchmen 


* or Spamards. It is becauſe I am neither a 
* Frenchman or Spaniard, nor a profeſſed or ſecret 
e friend 


Mr. Earls 
ſpeech. 


Mr. Carew's 
ſpeech. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A.1741. 


friend to either that I am againſt this clauſe. I 
am a true born Engliſhman, and as ſuch I have 
a ſincere regard for the liberties and properties 
of my countrymen; therefore I muſt be againſt 
a clauſe which will render both precarious. I 


K @ A} K 


even tho? I ſhould thereby ſacrifice ſome pri- 
vate intereſt or view of my own, If we had 
a Frenchman or Spamard amongſt us, that under- 
ſtood any thing of trade and navigation, I am 
convinced, he would be a hearty advocate for 
this regulation: At leaſt I ſhould have a very 
bad opinion, either of his judgment and fore- 
ſight, or of his attachment to his native coun- 
try, if he were not. If a Spaniard of good 


N 


many of our ſeamen into the ſervice of 


this houſe, I am ſure he would be for it; be- 
© cauſe he would foreſee, that in a ſhort time it 
< would give his country a ſuperiority over us at 


© ſea, by forcing moſt of the ſeamen we now 


have into foreign ſervice, and preventing any 
* Engliſhman's breeding himſelf to the ſea for 
the future. But, I hope, the Cardinal has no 


influence over any member, far leſs over a ma- 


« jority of this houſe, and therefore I hope to ſee 
© the clauſe rejected with diſdain. 
If we are now under any diſtreſs, Sir, for 


* want of ſeamen, we have brought it upon our- 


© ſelves, by not encouraging landmen to enter in- 
to his Majeſty's ſea ſervice at the beginning of 


the war, by refuſing many that were offer'd, 


and by raiſing marching regiments, under the 
© ſpecious name of marines, before we had half 
© manned our navy. At the beginning of the war 
© we could not ſo much as apprehend, that either 
© the Spantards or the:French would in a twelve 

| © month's 


hope, I ſhall always be againſt ſuch expedients, 


underſtanding were amongſt us, he would cer- 
tainly be for the clauſe, becauſe it would force 


Spain. If Cardinal Fleuri were a member of 


— | — - * * * AY 1 


* month's time be in a condition to face our 
ſquadrons any where at ſea; we might there- 
fore have taken as many landmen as we plea- 
ſed, on board our navy, at the beginning of the 


o 

c 

them would have become expert ſeamen, and 
all would have become fit for ſome ſort of 
« ſervice on board our men of war. It is a miſ- 
take to ſuppoſe, that the ſea climate in the 
«* Weſt-Indies is very obnoxious to our landmen, 
if they are kept in action and exerciſe : But 
* when our ſhips are kept loitering in one ſta- 
tion, with inſtructions not to attempt any thing 
* againſt the enemy, as they were at the Baſti- 
* mento's in that caſe, I ſhall grant the Weſt-In- 
* dian climate would be obnoxious, any climate 
* would be obnoxious, to men kept confined 
on board a ſhip in ſuch an idle, ſpiritleſs 
© and vexatious ſituation; and it would be ob- 
* 
c 
c 
* 
. 


we found by fatal experience, in the place J have 
mentioned. But at the beginning of this war, 
I hope no ſquadrons were intended to be ſent 
to the Weſt- Indies with ſuch inſtructions ; there- 
fore, if a great number of young vigorous land- 
men had been ſent out, I believe they would 
have kept their healths as well as our ſeamen 
have done, and moſt of them would have been 
maſters of their buſineſs, before they could have 

met with any thing like oppoſition at ſea. 
* For this reaſon, Sir, if we are now in any 
diſtreſs for want of ſeamen, I muſt impute it 
wholly to the wrong meaſures we took at the 
beginning of the war; but ſuppoſe it to be 
partly owing to our not having kept a greater 
number of ſeamen in pay during peace, who are 
* they that are to blame for thiswant of foreſight? 
* I am ſurpriſed to hear ſuch a complaint menti- 
* oned by the advocates for this motion: Have not 
; X 3 they 


« 
* 
* 
* 


war, becauſe in a twelve month's time many of 


noxious to our ſeamen as well as landmen, as 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
they or their friends had the modelling of 
the publick expence for almoſt theſe twenty 
years? Did they ever propoſe a number of 
ſeamen: for any one year, that was not agreed 
to by Parliament? Have not they been often 
© blamed for reducing the number of our ſea- 
© .nen, in order to keep up an unneceſſary, 
dangerous and oppreſſive. number of land- 
forces? The truth is, they have all along ſeem- 
© ed to be more afraid of the people, than of the 
people's foreign enemies; and therefore they 
neglected and reduced that body of men, which 
is moſt proper for defending us againſt foreign 
enemies, in order to keep up and increaſe that 
body of men, which was moſt proper for de- 
< fending them againſt the people. 
Thus, Sir, let us conſider our preſent diſtreſs 
in what light we will, we muſt ſee that it 1s 
intirely owing to the bad conduct of thoſe who 
are the advocates for this clauſe; and the wrong 
uſe they have made of the powers they were poſ- 
ſeſſed of, 1s, I think, no very good argument 
for intruſting them with more. However, Sir, 
as I am for puſhing this war with the utmoſt 
- vigour, I ſhould be for the clauſe propoſed, it 
I thought it could any way contribute towards 
reheving us from the diſtreſs we are ſaid t be 
in; but as I think it would plunge us into far- 
ther and greater difficulties, by driving into fo- 
reign ſervice many of the ſeamen we now have 
amongſt us, and as I think it would be of the 
moſt dangerous conſequence, both to the liber- 
ty and property of every man in the kingdom, 
I muſt therefore be againſt it.? EG. 
The next ſpeech we ſhall give upon this ſub- 
Jett, was that made by 22 Pulteney, Eſq; 


Which was in ſubſtance thus: 


4 Sir, 


A. 17417. DEBATES. 311 
* Sir, I did not think to have roſe up ſo ſoon Mr. Puke 
in this debate; but I find you are like to per- 
plex yourſelves with amending a clauſe that 
cannot be amended, and therefore I ſtand up 
to prevent, if I can, your giving yourſelves this 
unneceſſary trouble. Sir, amend it what way 
you will, it will be a clauſe, which no Enghi/þ- 
man can agree to. I ſhould nat look upon a 
man as an Engliſhman, that would agree to 
ſubject himſelf to ſuch a flaviſh power; to 
have his houſe expoſed- to a petty conſtable 
and a preſs-gang, at all hours in the night, 1s 
what no gentleman that puts any value either 
upon his liberty or his property will ſubmit to. 
I have the honour, Sir, to repreſent the county 

of Middleſex, where there any many rich free- 
holders; there are juſtices of peace too; theſe 
have done me many ill offices, and have at- 
tempted to do me many more; for we know 
whoſe tools moſt of them are. But I depend 
upon the free-holders, and while I preſerve 

© their eſteem, I ſhall deſpiſe the juſtices. | 
* Do gentlemen think, Sir, that I will expoſe 

* my own houſe, or the houſe of any free-- 
holder in England, to be broke open at the 
pleaſure of an inſignificant two-penny juſtice of 
peace, prompted by his own malice or reſent- 
ment, or directed by the revengeful temper 
of a miniſter? A gentleman 'may have five 
hundred or a thouſand pounds in bank notes in 
his houſe; theſe, Sir, have no ear mark: The 
gentleman may not, perhaps, have taken the 
numbers: If theſe ſhould be taken away, how 
could' he recover them? He could not, perhaps, 
prove that he had any ſuch in his houſe; if he 
could, whom could he ſue? Would it be poſſi- 
ble to fix the taking of them upon any one 
man of the party ? But if this could be done, 
would not a low fellow of a conſtable, or per- 
X 4 © haps 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
haps one of the preſs- gang, make his eſcape as 
ſoon as he had got poſſeſſion of ſuch a ſum of 
money? Thus it it would be impoſſible for the 
owner to recover his property, or to puniſh the 
man that had robb'd him. An affidavit could 
be no ſecurity againſt this danger; they that 
will ſteal, will ſwear: Suppoſing the juſtice 
to be no party in the thieviſh conſpiracy, 
which I am far from reckoning impoſſible, a 

tty conſtable, any common fellow, who knew 


I had ſuch a ſum of money in my houſe, might 


£0 before a juſtice and ſwear, that I had ſeamen 
concealed in my houſe : The juſtice muſt by 
this clauſe, grant his warrant; he is required 
ſo to do: The copſtable muſt make the ſearch; 
and the affidavit man comes along with him, 
as one of the preſs-gang, perhaps when I and 
moſt of my ſervants are gone to viſit a neigh- 
bour, and while the other ſervants are attend- 
ing to open the doors of every ereek and cor- 
ner to the conſtable, the affidavit man may 
very probably find an opportunity to break 
open my ſcrutore, and take away my money. 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, our properties were ſafe, or 
could be made ſafe, againſt ſuch a clauſe as 
this, would any gentleman tamely ſubmit to 
have his houſe ſearch'd, and himſelf and his 
family diſturb'd, every night for two or three 
months together? Yet this might be the caſe, 
if a miniſter, or the tool of a miniſter, ſhould 


conceive a pique againſt him for oppoſing them 


at any election. We know how eaſy it is for 
miniſters to find affidavit men, and no court in 
England could give the gentleman any redreſs, 
becauſe the ſearch was every night made ac- 
cording to the expreſs directions of an att of 
Parliament. Even the Parliament itſelf could 
not give him redreſs, if the parties concerned in 
the conſpiracy ſtood firm by one another: J ſay, 


„Sir, 


A. 1741. D E B AT E S. 
« Sir, even the Parliament itſelf could give no 
« redreſs, without exerciſing a more arbi 
power, than I ſhall ever wiſh to ſee exerciſed 
« by any Parliament in England; for no man 
could ſay, the affidavit man had taken a falſe 
« oath, when he ſwore he had reaſon to ſuſpect, 
« that ſeamen would be that night concealed in 
«* ſuch a houſe; nor could the Parliament puniſh 
the juſtice or the conſtable, for doing what the 
law requir'd them to do. In ſhort, Sir, this clauſe 
« 1s ſo full fraught with oppreſſion, and ſo dange- 
« rous to the liberty, the property, and the quiet 
of every man in England, not concerned in the 
« executive part of our government, that I muſt 
think the contrrvers of it have a fancy, that they 
and their poſterity in ſecula ſeculorum are to be 
the miniſters and magiſtrates of Great- Britain. 

* An honourable gentleman, Sir, who argued 
for this clauſe, as he has done for many others 
of the ſame nature, has been pleaſed to favour 
us with his advice, to lay aſide our jealou- 
fies and fears, and intruſt our miniſters with all 
ſuch powers, as they ſhall call neceſſary for ena- 
bling us to act with vigour in our national ca- 
* pacity. This, Sir, is directly the fable of the 
fox and the geeſe; but I hope we ſhall not be 
* ſuch geeſe, as to take his advice. Let our mi- 
* niſters aim at no extraordinary and dangerous 
powers, and, I'll anfwer for it, the people will 
entertain no jealouſies; but when a miniſter has, 
* during the whole courſe of a long adminiſtration, 
been aiming at ſuch powers, and has obtained 
more than ever any miniſter did, it is no won- 
der to ſee jealouſies and fears ariſing among the 
people: It is rather to be wonder'd at, that 
thoſe jealouſies are not more violent and more 
* general than they are. We have of late years 
had many dangerous penal laws enacted; 3 | 
* wii 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 


which ſeem calculated rather for oppreſling the 
innocent, than puniſhing the guilty. The late 


ſmuggling act is a moſt terrible law of this na- 
ture. I travel often into a county well known 
to an honourable gentleman near me; when I 
am there, I often walk about with a gun upon 
my ſhoulder, and with two or three ſervants or 
companions armed in the ſame manner : Up- 
on ſuch occaſions, I confeſs, I am in fome pain, 
leſt I ſhould be taken up for a ſmuggler; I 
know I might be taken up as ſuch, by autho- 
rity of that law, becauſe I happen to be travel- 
ling with arms, and within five miles of the 
ſea-coaſt, or of ſome navigable river: Nay, 


© I know I might be condemn'd and tranſ- 


« 
4 
* 
— 
4 


«„ «„ „ „„ „„ „ „ „4 „4 „ „ 4A AA 6 


rted as ſuch, in caſe one of my ſervants 
ſhould happen, without my knowledge, to have 
a parcel of tea or Jace in his pocket, which a 
friend of his had defired him to carry to a 
neigbour in the country. 
It is true, Sir, no bad uſe has as yet been 
made of that law; but when we are conſidering 
whether or no a government be arbitrary, we 
are not to inquire what they do, but what we 


may do; for whatever they may do, they wi 


do, when they have neceſſary occaſion for it. 
The King of France had an army, and conſe- 


quently a power to compel his Parliament to 


regiſter his edicts, long before he attempted 
it. The Parliament of Paris had formerly a 
negative in the paſſing of laws, as well as we in 
this houſe have; they ſtill pretend to the right, 
but now they dare not exerciſe it; and by 
means of our armies and our penal laws, this 
houſe may ſoon be brought into the ſame cir- 
cumſtances: The chancellor of the exchequer, 
the attorney-general, or the ſecretary at war, 
may bring us a bill ready cut and dry, from his 


Majeſty, and tell us, the King commands us - 
* pals 
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paſs it. This houſe, as it is compoſed at pre- 
ſent, would, I know, diſdain to obey any ſuch 
command; but by opprefling our electors, by 
means of penal laws, a miniſter may get ſuch a 
houſe choſen, as would refuſe nothing the crown 
could defire, and in that caſe, I'm afraid, the 
nation would find but little relief in the other 
houſe. Sir, to act with vigour in our national 
capacity, we have no occaſion to intruſt our mi- 
niſters with any extraordinary powers, or with a 
multitude of penal laws. The nation has often 
ated with vigour before theſe powers were 
granted; it has never acted with vigour fince 
they were granted; nor can it, I believe, ever 
act with vigour till many of them are repealed. 
New and extraordinary powers, and a multipli- 
city of penal laws, render the people jealous, 
uneaſy, and diſcontented with their government; 
and whilft the people are ſo, however vigorouſly 
our miniſters may act, in oppreſſing the people 
at home, and preventing their being able to do 
themſelves juſtice, it will not be in their power 


to act with vigour abroad, or againſt a fore! 


enemy: Therefore, the intruſting of our mini- 
ſters with new and extraordinary powers, inſtead 
of enabling us, will render it impoſſible for us to 
act with vigour in our national capacity. 

An honourable gentleman propheſied to us, 
Sir, that our paſſing this clauſe into a law would 
prevent our government's being under any ne- 
ceſſity, either to preſs, or to ſearch for ſeamen; 


becauſe, if our ſeamen ſhould ſee, that they 


could not by abſconding avoid being preſſed into 
his Majeſty's ſervice, they would all come and 
enter voluntarily. Sir, it is not the firſt time 
that honourable gentleman and his friends have 
appeared to be nuſtaken in their prophecies; if 
they had not, we ſhould have been engaged in 


no ſuch war as the preſent; and, I believe, they 


never 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1747, 
never found themſelves more out in any prophe- 


cy, than they will find themſelves in this. Our 
paſſing this clauſe into a law, I ſhall grant, may 


put an end both to preſſing and. ſearching for 
ſeamen; not becauſe our government will be 


under no neceſſity for doing ſo, but becauſe it 


will be in vain for them to do fo; for I am con- 
vinced, it would in a ſhort time hunt every ſea- 
man we have out of the kingdom; and if we 
had no ſeamen left, it would be needleſs for our 
government to ſearch for them, and it would be 
impoſſible to preſs, when there is no man to be 
preſſed. | 


Our ſeamen, Sir, are already expoſed to 


greater hardſhips than our landmen are: The 


latter are never preſſed into the army, but cajo- 


led and. bribed into the ſervice; the former are 
preſſed into the navy upon every trifling occa- 
ſion. I am ſure, I may ſay ſo from our conduct 
of late; for though we have of late had many 
a hot preſs for ſeamen, they have never been 
ſent upon any expedition, where they could gain 
glory or riches, either to themſelves or their 


country. If to their former hardſhips we add 


this now propoſed, they will all leave us; for a 
Britiſh ſailor will always be a welcome gueſt to 
any power in Europe. It is impoſlible, Sir, to 
amend this clauſe ſo, as to make it good; there- 
fore, do not let us be wire-drawn by amend- 
ments into the paſſing of a clauſe, which, amend 


it as you will, muſt deſtroy the very end for 


which it is ſaid to be intended: It is directly the 


cucumber; pare it, ſlice it, ſqueeze it, put what 


ingredients you will to it, yet ſtill it will be fit for 
nothing but being thrown out at window. 


The next that | poke was Robert More, Eſq; 


whoſe ſpeech was to this effect. 


© Ir, 


ff wa * 0 1 = _ 


A. 1741. DEBATES. 


« Sir, As I am deſcended of a family that has 1 


c never been deficient in their duty to their coun- 
« try, and has upon former occaſions taken arms 
in defence of its liberties and privileges, I ſhould 
be ſorry if I degenerated ſo much from the vir- 
tue of my anceſtors, as to approve of any regu- 
lation that might be of dangerous conſequence 
© to the liberties of my country; but I am ſo far 
« from looking upon the regulation now propoſed 
in this light, that, I think, not only our liberties 
but our independency as a free nation will be in 
the utmoſt danger, if it is not agreed to; for if 
our government is not enabled to defend us a- 


« painſt foreign attacks, we ſhall certainly be con- 


« quered by the firſt nation that is bold enough to 
« invade us. 

I have examined the clauſe and attended to 
© the debate, I hope, impartially, and I muſt con- 
« feſs, I can ſee none of thoſe dangerous conſe- 
« quences that have been ſuggeſted by thoſe who 
have ſpoke againſt the clauſe: Our apprehenſions 


* ought all, I think, to be upon the other fide of 


© the queſtion; for if we do not expoſe our houſes 
to the danger of being ſearched for abſconding 
* ſeamen by our own magiſtrates and officers, they 
© will be expoſed to the danger of being plundered 
* by invading Spaniards or Frenchmen. We may 
* preſcribe limits to the former : We may puniſh 
* them if they exceed thoſe limits; but the latter 
* we can neither limit nor puniſh; and ſurely the 
danger of being plundered is of much greater 
* conſequence than the danger of being ſearched. 
I wiſh gentlemen would judge more candidly 
© of one another's behaviour: I am afraid, Sir, 
* there are ſome amongſt us who judge from envy 
and reſentment. Such paſſions will always create 
* jealoufies and fears, and ſuggeſt apprehenfions 
for which there is not the leaſt foundation. We 
* ought to behave like Chriſtians towards one _ 
ther; 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 


ther; if we did, we ſhould never judge raſhly 
of the thoughts or actions of other men; but 


would behave with meekneſs, humility, and 
forbearance, which are ſo neceſſary for the pre- 
ſervation of ſociety, and for keeping up a friend- 


ly intercourſe among men. As I ſhall always 


endeavour to follow this precept, I cannot ſuſ. 
pect thoſe who propoſed this clauſe of any bad 
intention, and if it ſhould hereafter give riſe to 
any ſort of oppreſſion, it may eaſily be amended 
or repealed; therefore to relieve us from the 
preſent neceſlity, and to prevent the like in time 
to come, it ought, I think, to be approved of. 


William Noel, Eſq; roſe up next, and ſpoke in 


ſubſtance thus: 


Mr. Voel's 


6 Sir, It is ſomething ſurpriſing, that this nation 


pech. © ſhould have ſubſiſted free and independent for 
< ſo many ages, and yet ſhould now be in ſuch 
danger of being conquered by France or Spain, 


o 
o 
. 
o 
L 
— 
I 
* 
* 
* 
o 
* 
% 
* 
* 
* 
. 
4 


that we muſt enable our miniſters to conquer us, 
in order to prevent our being conquered by fo- 
reigners. Is not this, Sir, ne moriaris, mori? 
It may preſerve, it may even increaſe the inde- 
pendency of our miniſters, becauſe it will render 
them independent of the people, which they 
ought never to be; but it will deftroy the liber- 
ties of the people; and as we fit here chiefly to 
preſerve the liberties of the people againſt the 
incroachments and uſurpations of miniſters, how 
could we anſwer it to our conſtituents? To mine 
I could fay nothing, but only that I had made 
myſelf as great a ſlave as I had made them: To 
them, and I believe to moſt others in England, 
it would be no excuſe to ſay, that if we had not 
done ſo, we ſhould all have been conquered by 
France or Spain; for whatever our miniſters and 
their friends may pretend, I am ſure, the people 
of Great Britain are under no apprehenſions of 


« their 


their being conquered by either of theſe two 
powers. | 


conſtitution confiſts principally in the freedom of 
our elections; and the freedom of our elections 
conſiſts in its not being in the power of a mini- 
ſter, or any great man, to hurt an elector, on ac- 
count of his voting contrary to his orders at any 
election. Would this be the caſe, if this clauſe 
« ſhould be paſſed into a law? Might not a mini- 
« ſter, or his tools the juſtices of peace, harraſs a 
« ftubborn elector out of his life, or at leaſt out of 
his buſineſs, by ſending a conſtable and a preſs- 
gang every night, or every other night, to 
« ſearch his houſe for abſconding ſeamen? The 
© interpoſition of an affidavit would no way mend 
© the matter; for when there is no danger of in- 
« curring the penalties of perjury, as there could 
be none in this caſe, an affidavit is eaſily obtain'd, 
« eſpecially when the affidavit man is ſure of being 
protected, as well as rewarded by a miniſter of 
« ſtate, We know what uſe has been made of 
the power of quartering ſoldiers upon publick- 
« houſes; we know that innkeepers, and even bo- 
« roughs, have ſometimes been made to ſuffer by 
that means, for their having diſobliged miniſte- 
rial orders at elections: This, I am convinced, 


QA aA ˖ K AQ 


| © has been done; it may again be done, without 
: any poſſibility of its being proved; becauſe the 
« a& is legal, the crime conſiſts fingly in the in- 
: « tention, which people may ſuſpe&, but cannot 
2 prove. This of ſearching would be attended 
1 © with the ſame convenience to miniſters and their 
| © tools, and the effect would be much more ex- 
t © tenfive; becauſe quartering of ſoldiers is confined 
7 to publick-houſes; but this of ſearching for ſea- 
| © men is to be extended to all ſorts of houſes, even 
f ; . the houſes of the beſt noblemen in the king- 
. Om. 5 

IK * : 


For 


Every one knows, Sir, that the freedom of our 
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PARTEIANMEZNTARY A. 1741. 
For my part, Sir, ſhould we agree to this 


«clauſe, J can have no notion that the other houſe 


will: We may, if we pleaſe, lay our own houſes 
| open, at all hours of the night, to petty conſta- 
bles 


and preſs-gangs; but I cannot think the 
Lords will lay their houſes open at ſuch times, 
or to ſuch vifitants. They will certainly except 


the houſes of all Peers and Peereſſes; and if the 


bill ſhould be returned to us with ſuch an excep- 
tion, would you paſs it into a law? I am there- 
fore of opinion, that if this clauſe ſtands in the 
bill, it will occafion the loſs of the whole; and 
as I am for the firſt clauſe, which enables the 
government. to give a reward of five pounds to 
every ſeaman that ſhall voluntarily enter into his 
Majeſty's ſervice, I muſt therefore be againſt a 


clauſe which, I think, will occaſion the loſs of 


the whole bill. | 


But e Sir, I were aſſured, that the 
e 


other houſe would be as complaiſant to our mi- 


niſters, as ſome in this ſeem to be, the clauſe is 
in itſelf of a nature ſo dangerous to our conſtitu- 
tion, that I muſt be againſt it: It gives ſuch an 
extenſive power to juſtices of peace and their 
conſtables, as is repugnant to the ſpirit of our 
law, and inconſiſtent with our conſtitution. Our 
Juſtices of the peace are generally too apt to fa- 
vour the cauſe of the crown, rather than that of 


apt to become the mere tools of a miniſter, and 
to make uſe of all the powers they are inveſted 
with according to his directions. And ſuppoſe 
it were otherwiſe; ſuppoſe they were all inclined 
to favour the ſubject, and enemies to all manner 
of oppreſſion; in this caſe they cannot prevent 


it, where a miniſter inclines to oppreſs: Even 


= 
c 
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the ſubject: Nay, many of them are but too 
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with the amendment propoſed they cannot pre- 


vent it. They muſt give the oath to the perſon 


6 
as 


that comes to informz they muſt thereupon 
| « grant 


K „ „„ „ „ „ 


do the breaking out of this war, I do not think 


Upon 2 occaſions indeed, and when the pub- 


* 


tg 
1 ono 
- 3 5 


* 


rant their warrant for ſearching the houſe in- 
2 againſt; and the conſtable muſt execute 
the warrant, even though both were fully con- 
vinced of the falſhood of the affidavit, and that 
it was ſworn to with a deſign to oppreſs, or in 
order to fatisfy the malice and revenge of a mi- 
niſter, or perhaps.that of the informer himſelf; 
I ſhall admit, Sir, that the government has a 
right to the ſervice of every ſeaman, when the 
ſafety of their country requires their ſervice; and 
I know it has been the practice to preſs ſeamen 
upon ſuch occaſions: Whether the practice be 
eſtabliſhed by law; I ſhall not take upon me to 
determine; but ſo far I may fay, that the me- 
thod of preſſing ought never to be practiſed, 
except when the nation is in the moſt imminent 
danger. On ſuch occaſions the King has, I 
know, a ſort of dictatorial power, and therefore 
may preſs men either for the land or ſea ſervice ; 
for I do not think there is by law any real dif- 
ference between the two; and therefore I muſt 
think it both againſt law and reaſon to preſs ſea- 
men. upon every trifling occafion, as has been the 
practice of late years; for from the year 1718 


Co La A N aA a A „ „ R a * Lay La a A&A 


there was ever any juſt occaſion for a preſs, and 
yet we have had ſeveral within that period. 


© lick ſafety abſolutely requires it, the government 
has a right to the ſervice of every ſeaman in the 
kingdom, till his Majeſty's navy be fully ſuppli- 
© ed; and then I will allow, that every ſeaman in 
the kingdom, who abſconds, is criminal; but 
* ſurely we are not to take away the liberty of the 
© ſubje& in general, for the ſake of bringing them 
* to their duty,” i e 
The next ſpeaker was Mr. Attorn General, 
whoſe ſpeech was to this effect. ah ob 
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ney Gene- 


Mr. Attor- , 


tal's ſpeech, © 


any where in the Britiſh dominions, and 1 thin 
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« Sir, tho I can PIERS” to no more hn” to 
reſume or enlarge upon ſome of the arguments 
* that have already been mentioned in this de- 
* bate; yet, as it is a matter of ſuch conſequence, 
„I think it my duty to give you my ſentiments 
upon the ſubject; and as the arguments for and 
« againſt this clauſe may be ranked under two 
© heads, thoſe that relate to the benefits that may 
* ariſe from its being paſſed into a law, and thoſe 
that relate to the 1 18 and inconveniencies 
5 we may be expoſed to 1 our agreeing or diſa- 

< greeing to this clauſe, I ſhall begin with the 
„ firſt. . Sir, if there be any ſeamen now lurking 


57 


it has of all ſides been admitted there are ſome, 
* this law will certainly be of great advantage to 
our trade, becauſe it will enable our - govern- 
ment to find out and preſs the lurking ſeamen 
© into the ſervice of the navy, and conſequently 
« will leave a greater flumber of ſeamen to be 
L employed 2 in the merchant ſervice. The navy, 
< it is certain, muſt be ſupplied, even tho' ſome 
© branches of our trade ſhould be ftopt for a 
< while; what then cari be more beneficial to our 
5 trade, than that of taking firſt thoſe ſeamen, 
<'who now refule to enter einer into the e. 
mient's or merchant ſervice ? - 
I temember, Sir, two Fan ago, when war 
was fo much ſought after, and fo 'vislently in- 
« ſiſted on, by almeſt all ranks of people, no 
man pretended to have any apprehenſions of 
our trade's ſuffering by the war: Surely it was 
„not then imagined, that our trade could be 
* carried on in time of war with the ſatne caſe and 
« ſecurity, as in time of peace; for our trade 
I muſt ſuffer by, war, let the war be conducted in 
© what manner it will; yet ever ſince the war has 
been declared, every little inconvenience oui 
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© trade lies expoſed to, has been ſet in the 
« ſtrongeſt light, and clamoured againſt in the 
© moſt violent manner; and now, when a me- 
* thod is propoſed for obviating moſt of the in- 
© conveniencies our trade lies expoſed to, it is 
© oppoſed, and repreſented as a ſtep to arbitrary, 
power. Is this candid, Sir? Is it a fair way of 
« treating thoſe; who are intruſted with the con- 
duct of our publick affairs? 7 5 
But to return to my ſubject, Sir. I have 
ſhewn how beneficial this clauſe may be to our 
trade; and next with regard to our ſeamen; 
would it not be a great benefit to our ſeamen 
in general, if all of them were obliged to take 
their turn in the navy, and no man obliged to 
ſerve there longer than his turn? That this 
would be the conſequence of the law now pro- 
poſed is, I think, apparent; becauſe if the 
government had choice of ſeamen; they would 
certainly chufe thoſe able ſeamen that had been 
longeſt at home, or longeſt out of the govern- 
ment's ſervice. Such a law could be inconve- 
nient to none, but ſuch as refuſe to take their 
turn in the government's ſervice, and abſcond 
in order 'to avaid their being preſſed into that 
ſervice ; and as they are allowed to be criminal, 
the forcing of them to their duty cannot ſurely 
be reckoned an inconyeniefice to the publick. _ 
© Laſtly, Sit, with regard to the proſecution. 
of the war, it would certainly be a great advan- 
tage to us to have plenty and choice of ſea- 
men always at the government's command. I 
cannot ſay that this would be, ſo much as I 
could wiſh, the effect of our paſſing this clauſe 
into a law, becauſe I do not think we have af 
* preſent a ſtock of ſeamen in the kingdom, ſuf- 
* ficient for anſwering both the merchants and 
the government's demand; but we ſhould 
certainly habe 4 — plenty of feamien, 
he” 4 2 
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© all of them were within the government's reach, 
© and obliged to enter into one or other of theſe 
« ſervices, .than when a third, a fourth, or any 
part of them are abſconding in country places, 
© where they can be of no ſervice either to them- 
© ſelves or their country; and the greater plenty 
of ſeamen we have, the more vigorouſly we 
© ſhall be able to puſh the war, which will of 
© courſe enable us to put a more ſpeedy and ho- 
© nourable end to it than we can do otherwiſe. 
This will be another advantage to our trade, 
< beſides that I have already taken notice of, and 


© ſhould bè a prevailing argument with every 
man that wiſhes well to his country, to approve 


© of this clauſe. | 
Now, Sir, with regard to the dangers that 
may ariſe from our agreeing or diſagreeing to 
„this law: As thoſe which may ariſe from our 
« rejecting this clauſe have already been ſet in a 
very full and clear light, I ſhall only take notice 
© of a few of thoſe inconveniencies which, it is 
| © ſuggeſted, may ariſe from the law propoſed. 
Upon this head we are told, that the power of 
© breaking open people's doors, by night or by 
© day, will be a moſt grievous inconvenience to 
private men, and a power of the moſt dange- 
© rous conſequence to our conſtitution. For God 
« ſake, Sir, is this the firſt time that ever ſuch a 
power was eſtabliſhed in this kingdom? Have 
not our conſtables already ſuch a power in many 
< caſes, when they have a proper warrant.from a 
« juſtice of the peace? Beſides the caſe of felony, 
© they have a power to break open doors in ſearch 
of uncuſtomed or prohibited goods, and in the 
© caſe of goods carried off and concealed in de- 
< fraud of the landlord for his rent. Was it ever 
© known, was it ever ſo much as complained of, 
* that this power was oppreſſively uſed, or that 


_ * © it was turned towards the influencing of elec. 


d tions! 
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tions? This is therefore a danger that from ex- 
perience appears to be chimerical; and I hope 
the manning of his Majeſty's nayy will be ad- 


mitted to be of more conſequence to the pub- 
lick than the recovery of any ſuch goods. 

We have been likewiſe told, Sir, that the 
eſtabliſhing of ſuch a law will be ſuch a grie- 
vance to our ſeamen as will frighten them all 
out of the kingdom. As to this, Sir, I have 
already ſhewn, that it will be a great advantage 
to all ſeamen who do not abſcond, and thoſe, 
J hope, are the greateſt and beſt part of our 
ſeamen. But even as to ſeamen that do ab- 
ſcond, it could be no ſuch additional grievance 
as would force them into foreign ſervice; for 
with regard to the preſſing of ſeamen, I muſt 
really think, our law 1s a little whimſical. A 
ſeaman may be preſſed if found on board a 
ſhip: Nay the ſhip may be ſearched for him. 
He likewiſe may be preſſed if found in the 
ſtreets, highways, or fields ; but if he gets into 


a houſe, and gets a door ſhut upon himſelf, he 
may look out at the window and laugh at the 


preſs-gang ; therefore to make our law con- 
ſiſtent with itſelf, I think, we ought to give a 
power to the civil officer to ſearch the houſe, 
and even to break open doors in caſe of 
non-admittance. This would not be ſo great 
a hardſhip upon-abſconding ſeamen as the pe- 
nalties now inflicted by law upon abſconding 
watermen or bargemen ; for if they do not'ap- 


pear at Watermens-hall when called on, in order 


to be ſent into the ſervice of the navy, they 
are by law ſubjected to ſeveral penalties, and 
yet we do not find, that this regulation has 
forced any of them abroad, or any way leſſened 
their numbers. From all which I muſt conclude, 
Sir, that the nation will reap great advantages 


trom this clauſe if paſſed into a law, without 
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* being expoſed to any inconvenience or danger; 
and therefore, I hope, it will be agreed to.“ 


The next that ſpoke was Nicholas Fazakerley, 
Eſq; the purport of whoſe ſpeech was as fol- 
V 

Sir, I am ſurpriſed to find gentlemen expreſs 
ſo much impatience, as ſome begin to ſhew in 
this debate. I hope no gentleman comes here 
with a reſolution to give his vote upon either 

* ſide of any queſtion that may be ſtarted, till he 
* has heard what may be ſaid for and againſt it; 
and therefore, in a queſtion which ſo nearly 
* concerns the liberties of our country, I cannot 
but be ſurpriſed at ſecing gentlemen expreſs an 
5 unwillingneſs to hear the argument fully diſ- 
s. cuſſed. If they will not be at the pains to let 
us hear their ſentiments upon it any other way 
than by their Aye or their Nay, they ought to 
* attend patiently to thoſe that will; for tho 
5 theſe monoſyllables may determine the queſti- 
on, I am ſure. neither of. them will ever con- 
* vince any reaſonable man in the kingdom. 

I have not the vanjty, Sir, to imagine, that 
what I have to ſay will have great weight with 
* the majority of this aſſembly; but in duty to 
my conſtituents, I think myſelf obliged to uſe 
£1 y endeayours, and as àa member of this houte 

ave a right to be heard. The queſtion now 


Fl 
before us is not imply, whether we ſhall agree 


to this clauſe or no? It is, whether we ſhall 
agree to put an end to our conſtitution, and 
* make ſlaves of ourſelves, our conſtituents and 
, poſterity ? Far this, in my opinion, will be the 
certain conſequence of our agreeing to this 
clauſe, howſoever amended, That our liberties, 


+ Þ believe, no man will conteft. A cor 28 


CH 


and wicked miniſter; but a Parliament is but 


the ſtream, our elections for Parliament men are 
the fountain head, and as long as they are left 
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Parliament may for a time ſupport an oppreſſive 


free and uncorrupted, the ſtream will of courſe 
refine, and will at laſt become as pure as the 


fountain from whence it flows. But this clauſe, 
Sir, ſeems to be contrived for poiſoning the foun- 


tain itſelf, and for rendering all the elections in 
the kingdom dependent upon the will of every 


future miniſter. 


a de e nee 
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man's vote at any election may be taken away, 


not only by an immediate bribe in ready money 


or bank notes, but by the hopes of being re- 
warded for his compliance, or the fears of be- 
ing made to ſuffer for his ſtubbornneſs; and if 


we conſider how much a miniſter has it already 
in his power to make uſe of every one of theſe 


methods, we ſhall be extremely cautious of 


making any new additions to that power. That 


our miniſters have now a much greater com- 
mand of ready money, than they formerly uſed 
to have, can be denied by no man, who conſi- 
ders the late increaſe of the civil liſt revenue, 
the great ſums of late years allow'd even in 


time of peace, for ſecret ſervice money, and 


the ſavings that may be made out of the vaſt 


ſums now granted for the current ſervice. I 


believe, Sir, it will be as little conteſted, - that 
our miniſters have now a much greater number 
of lucrative poſts and  employments at their 


diſpoſal than any former miniſters ever had in 


this kingdom. Theſe, Sir, are a two-edged' 


a ſword in the hands of EY miniſter ; they ſerve' 


not only for cultivating the hopes of the com- 


pliant, but for increaſing the fears of the ſtub- 


born at elections; and by our late practiee they 


are now become more uſeful in botli theſe re- 


4 ſpects, 


1 
3 — A ow * 
PU es TY” 
= r 


. OO ITY WT LY A 


-- „ — — — hor: 3 
3 2 
—ĩ——— . ̃ ˖ —˖—ꝛ 
rr. . PS" * — 


„ . EET 
25 


IQ 2 — if 
— e 


T or 


* , mY 
— 
KT. - 7 IT 


EE es 
r 


AUD IIS 


rr 


r 


. RS 5 But. 22 


— — 


* 
N — fe Cr bn Logger s 2651/44 6-542 fe WIE: +, — - — — 4 . — — 2 
2 . — IPRS 


— E 


—_ 7 _ — 


— 
2 . V * — 
n 2 — — ce ne FR Po ers 


——— ͤ 


— — — 2 
v. A I 


0 $22 
— oh Or. ODD 
SITES I OR TYRE 4 

— 25 


2 2 
z 


— — 2 rerun CORY 


Ps; : . — n T TA T_T 
IT Toon IE Inn . RT. EE 


$9 Ta — 1 * N * by — 2 
— 7 * g P — CR 4 E © 
— 1 an 2 : , 
ny . F 2 \ 4 4 = N 7 * * -— * 4 * — 
— 1 N k - | — 2 
= * 335 » 2 . 


2 Cas. — — — > 
S 


N 1 
* 2. 9 ads 


_ 


Px wed 
——— > 


Ir Ss 
os ICIS 


me 


— —.— 
2 


1 © 1 Pe. n * 
er RD ets tent VET RN, EY PT ICI 
— — * _ - 7 = Þ 


"A K A AAA A W A M K c AA £7 KKK K N NM RR M N 


. 2088 eps proc K+ R N 3 a A&A 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1747. 


ſpects, than ever they were before. It is now 
become a general and an eſtabliſhed opinion, 
that no man is to expect, or to hold any poſt 
or employment in the government, unleſs he, 
and all thoſe over whom he has an influence, 
take care to vote at every election according to 
the directions of the miniſter. What an effect 
this muſt have at all elections, gentlemen may 
eaſily imagine: If an elector has any thing 
mercenary in his temper, he will certainly vote 
according to court directions at every election, 
in hopes that he, his ſon, his brother, or ſome 


near relation, may get a poſt, or a preferment 


in the ſervice of the government; and it is a 
great hardſhip upon honeſt men, I mean thoſe 
who vote upon all occaſions according to con- 
ſcience,” to find themſelves excluded from all 
the benefits that are to be reaped by ſerving 
their country in a publick capacity. Whe: 
ther it is ſo'or not, I ſhall not pretend to ſay, 
but I am ſure it is generally thought that no 
man is now deemed capable to ſerve his coun- 
try, unleſs he be ready upon all occaſions to ſa- 
crifice the liberties of his country to the dictates 
of thoſe, who have the diſpoſal of our publick 


employments; and this of itſelf would in moſt 


cauptries be ſufficient for eat cars 


« But, Sir, to the. honour of my country, I 
ul obſerve, that here it has been found other- 


wiſe, Our people have in their temper ſuch a 
laudable ſtubbornneſs, and ſuch a love of inde- 


pendency, that in moſt places, eſpecially in our 


counties; a majority of them cannot be influ- 


enced, either by {plant rewards or future hopes, 
to give up their independency at elections. If 


they can but live and follow their buſineſs in a 


private way, they chuſe to forego the honour 
and advantage of lerying their country in 5 
"mn 8 
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« publick capacity, rather than vote according to 
a miniſter's direction at any election; and for 


4 


R K „ 


6 


this reaſon divers methods have been contriv'd, 
and ſeveral ſchemes laid, for making it impoſ- 
ſible, or at leaſt very troubleſome, for a man 
to live and follow his buſineſs in a private way, 
unleſs he ſubmits to vote for the court candidate 
at every election. This, Sir, has, I am con- 
vinced, been, with ſome gentlemen, the chief 
motive for promoting ſeveral of thoſe penal 


laws, that are now ſubſiſting; and this leads me 


to conſider the third method of over-awing 
elections, by ſubjecting the electors to the fear 
of ſuffering by their ſtubbornneſs. In a coun- 
try where there is a multitude of penal laws, 
and eſpecially when thoſe laws not only puniſh 


but create crimes, innocence can be no protec- 
tion againſt the malice or revenge of thoſe, 


who are intruſted with the executive part of 
the government. A man may, without know- 
ing it, be guilty of a breach of ſuch intricate 
laws; and even when he is guilty of no breach, 
he may be plagued and harraſſed out of his 
life, or at leaſt out of his buſineſs, by the go- 
vernment's officers : In ſuch circumſtances, he 
muſt not only be a very honeſt, but a very 
brave and reſolute man, who will dare to vote 
at any election contrary to thoſe menaces that 
are whiſpered to him by the tools of a miniſter; 
and if we conſider what numbers of electors are 
already brought into ſuch circumſtances, by the 
many penal laws lately enacted, we ſhall have 
more reaſon to wonder at any election's being 


carried againſt a court intereſt, than at the mi- 


niſter's having the direction of moſt of the 


When our liberties are in ſo great danger ; 


when there is ſo much teaſon to apprehend the 
prevalence of a court influence upon every elee- 
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tion in the kingdom, ſhall we paſs a law, which 


will enable a miniſter to diſtreſs every man in the 


kingdom, that ſhall dare to difobey his orders at 


any election? I ſay, Sir, every man in the 


kingdom; for this law will enable a miniſter to 
diſtreſs not only our ſeamen, but every man in 
the kingdom, that has a houſe over his head. 


As for our ſeamen, they muſt certainly be abſo- 


lute ſlaves to the will of every future miniſter, 


or other wiſe, let their rank or condition be 
wks it will, they muſt expect to be preſſed into 


his Majeſty's ſervice, and obliged 55 ſerve be- 


fore the maſt. The preſſing of ſeamen into his 


Majeſty's ſervice is, it is true, an ancient prac- 


tice, and a practice which of late years has been 


too often made uſe of; but it is as yet war- 


ranted by no expreſs ſtatute : It ftands ſingly 
upon the footing of eommon law and preroga- 
tive, therefore this power muſt always be exer- 
ciſed at the peril of the miniſter; and if it 
ſhould be exerciſed unneceſſarily, or in a more 
oppreſſive manner than is neceſſary, it would be 


a miſdemeanor, for which the ad viſers might be 
proſecuted and puniſhed in Parliament. Thus, 


Sir, the law ſtands at preſent; but by this clauſe 
the practice of preſſing is to be authorized by an 
expreſs ſtatute, and that without any limitation 
as to the neceſſity or time of preſſing, or as to 
the Den, or ſeafarin g-men, that are to be 


preſſed. 


een or „eie me Sir, are ** ge- 
neral words, that they may comprehend a great 
many gentlemen, who never dreamt of their 
being ſeamen. When a gentleman is favoured 


with his paſſage. on board any of his Majeſty's 


ſhips of war, I have been told, it is uſual to put 


his name upon the ſhip's books, as a ſeaman 


on board that ſhip, and ſome one af the offi 
cers on board is allowed the advantage of re- 
* ceiving 
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ceiving his pay: If this clauſe ſhould be paſſed in- 


to a law, every ſuch gentleman might be preſſed 
into the ſervice ;, and if he ſhould deny his be- 
ing a ſeaman, the books of that ſhip would be 
produced, as an inconteſtable proof of his be- 
ing a ſeaman. Beſides, Sir, there are many 
real ſeamen, who ought not to be preſſed as 
common ſeamen; commanders, and ſeveral 
« other officers belonging to merchant- ſhips, ought 
« not to be preſſed: into his Majeſty's ſervice as 
common ſeamen. In like manner, when a 
man has left the ſea ſervice, and is ſettled in 


ſome good buſineſs at land, he ought not to be 


preſſed into his Majeſty's fea ſervice; but if 
« this. clauſe be agreed to, we are to authorize 
; preſſing without any reſtriction or limitation 
* ſo that not only ſeamen in actual ſervice, but 


every man that has ever been at ſea, or in 
any buſineſs upon the water, will be liable to 
be preſſed as common ſeamen, and conſe- 
quently, will be ſubject to that ſort of court 


influence, which proceeds from the fear of be- 


ing made to ſuffer for any ſort of diſobedience 
to the will of a miniſter; and can we expect, 
that ſuch men will vote freely at any election, 
where there is an oppoſition to the court candi- 
. ; 79 0 N 

But this, Sir, is not all: Such a law as this 
will have a moſt fatal effect upon the freedom 
of our elections, not only with regard to all 
ſuch as are or have ever been at ſea, or in any 


buſineſs upon the water, but with regard to 
every other man in the kingdom, that happens 


to be a houſe-keeper. Quiet and ſecurity at 
home is an advantage, which every man muſt 


deſire, and conſequently, being diſturbed by 


unwelcome gueſts, or at unſeaſonable hours, is 


a danger which every man muſt dread. By 
* this law you are to put it in the power of a 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
miniſter to diſturb any houſe-keeper in the 
kingdom as often, and at ſuch hours, as he 
thinks fit; and conſequently every houſe-keeper 


in the kingdom muſt be under a continual ter- 


ror of doing any thing that may provoke the 
miniſter to make uſe of this power againſt him. 
The interpoſition of an information upon oath 
will be no reſtraint upon this power; becauſe 
miniſters are generally well provided with in- 


formers of all kinds, and the more wicked and 


oppreſſive a miniſter is, the more of this ver- 

min he always has about him, and the more 
profligate they are. In my opinion, it will be 
ſo far from diminiſhing, that it will increaſe 
the danger of this clauſe ; becauſe juſtices are 
to be not only impowered, but required to 
grant their warrant, and conſtables are obliged 
to execute the warrant of the juſtices. If you 
leave it as it ſtands at preſent, the execution of 
the law muſt be regulated, or at leaſt it ought, 
I think, to be regulated by the preſent practice 
in the caſe of vagrants. When the juſtices 
grant their warrant. for a general ſearch after 
vagrants, and other idle and diſorderly perſons, 
the conftables are not to ſearch every houſe in 


the diſtrict; they are to ſearch no where but in 


night-houſes, or houſes of ill repute; and if 
they ſhould diſturb houſes of good character 
by virtue of ſuch a warrant, they might be 
proſecuted, and would be puniſhed ; and there- 
fore, as this law now ſtands, the conſtables 
could, in my opinion, ſearch no where but in 
houſes reputed to be harbourers of abſconding 


ſeamen. This, I ſay, is my opinion, but it 
the clauſe ſhould be paſſed into a law, I ſhall 
not ſay, that my opinion'would be aſked or fol- 
lowed, and therefore I do not think we ſhould 
agree to a law, which by too extenſive an in- 
terpretation might be made of the moſt dange- 
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c rous conſequence, both to the liberties of our 
country, and to the property of every ſubject. 
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« But, Sir, if you make the amendment pro- 
poſed; if you require the juſtice to grant his 
warrant upon the oath of any informer, you 
will make the evil conſequences of this law 


certain and unavoidable. The juſtice muſt then 


grant his warrant, and the houſe muſt be 


 ſearch'd, let the character of the houſe be never 


ſo good, let the character of the informer be 


never ſo bad. This, Sir, is more than is done 


even in the caſe of felony, and expoſes inno- 
cent men to great danger. In the caſe of fe- 
lony, a juſtice is impowered to grant his war- 
rant to ſearch a houſe upon an information on 


oath, that there is cauſe to ſuſpect ſtolen goods 
being concealed in that houſe ; but he is not 
required ſo to do: He may and ought to refuſe. 


granting his warrant, if the informer be a mean 
perſon, or one of a bad character; and if upon 
ſearching no ſuch goods be found, the informer 
would be made anſwerable for all damages 
ſuſtained by ſuch ſearch : Nay, the juſtice him- 
ſelf would be made anſwerable, if it ſhould 
appear, that he had granted his warrant upon 


the information of an inſufficient perſon. 


© I therefore wiſh, Sir, the honourable gentle- 


men imployed in drawing up this bill, had 


conſidered a little better the conſtitution and 
the laws of their country ; for from the bill as 
it ſtands at preſent, people without doors will 
be apt to imagine, they have very little regard 
to the liberties, the properties, or the eaſe of 


the ſubje&, provided they can but increaſe the 


power and influence of the crown. From what 


© I have ſaid it will, I think, appear, that if we 
© are to authorize preſſing by an expreſs ſtatute, 


we ſhould take care to lay it under ſeveral re- 
ſtraints, It ought never to be allowed, but in 
| ES < caſes 
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PARLIAMENTARVY A. 14 f. 
caſes of the moſt extreme neceſſity, and when 
we ourſelves, or ſome of our beſt allies, are in 
the moſt imminent danger of being invaded 
for notwithſtanding the lowneſs of the wages 
in his Majeſty's ſervice, a common ſeaman has 
© ſo many advantages in that ſervice above what 
© he has in the merchant ſervice, that if proper 
care be taken to uſe them well, when they are 
< on board our ſhips of war, and not to allow 
© the officers to oppreſs them, or to cheat them 
of what is their due, our government can never 
© be ata loſs for ſeamen upon any ordinary occa- 
« fion; and when it has time to ſend ſea officers 
© about, in the ſame manner as land officers are 
now ſent, with money in their pockets to beat 
up for volunteers. S202 | 

In paſſing ſuch a law, Sir, we ſhould like- 
« wiſe take care, that thoſe who are in any ſupe- 
© rior ſtation in the merchant ſervice, ſhall not 


„ «»; 


< be preſſed as common ſeamen into his Majeſty's. 


« ſervice; and that thoſe ſeamen who have left off 
© the ſea ſervice, and are ſettled in ſome good 
* buſineſs at land, ſhall not be preſſed into his 
< Majeſty's ſervice at ſea; for if we eſtabliſh 
© preſſing by law, without ſuch reſtrictions, it 
vill deſtroy our very breed of ſeamen, by pre- 
« venting any man's breeding himfelf to .the ſea 
for the future, and by driving moſt of the ſea- 


men we now have into foreign ſervice; for 


* tho* they know that in other countries they 
* muſt be as much ſlaves,,s they are in their 
* own, they will nevertheleſs have this comfort, 
* that in ſuch countries they are upon an equal 
* footing with the reſt of the people; whereas 
in this country, if we. eſtabliſh preſſing by ſta- 
* fute, without proper reſtrictions, every ſeaman, 
let his future fortune be never fo conſiderable, 


muſt be a ſlave to bur miniſters, and whilſt we 


have any liberty left, which, I am afraid, 
: © would 


A. 1741. DE BAT E S. 

« would not be long, they will with regret look 
upon themſelves as the only ſlaves in the na- 
tion: | 25 
But this bill goes a great deal farther: It not 
only eſtabliſhes the arbitrary method of preſſing, 
without any reſtriction as to the neceſſity for 
making uſe of that method, or as to the cir- 
cumſtances of the ſeamen that are to be preſſed, 
but likewiſe it makes every ſeaman a ſort of 
an out- law, unleſs goes and enters into the 
government's ſervice, as ſoon as the preſs be- 
gins; for whoever harbours a ſeaman, that is 
to ſay, whoever gives him a night's lodging 
or a meal's meat, either gratuitouſly, upon 
truſt, or for ready money, is to be ſubjected 
to a penalty, or at leaſt to a proſecution, which 
every prudent man will avoid as much as he 
can: This, I fay, will be the caſe of every ſea- 
man that does not go and enter into the govern- 
ment's ſervice, as ſoon as a preſs begins; for 
as the clauſe is worded, I do not ſee how he 
can otherwiſe with any certainty avoid the cha- 
racter of being an abſconding ſeaman. Would 
not this be an intolerable hardſhip upon our 
* ſeamen in general? Would it not in many caſes 
be cruel and inhuman? Would it not be cruel 
to puniſh a mother for concealing a favourite 
ſon? or a daughter for concealing her father ? 
I ſhall grant, Sir, that as long as we have any 
ſeamen in the kingdom, this bill may properly 


be called an act foꝶ the ſpeedier manning his 
Majeſty's fleet, becauſe it would make it almoſt 
impoſſible for a ſeaman to live for two days 
* after a preſs begins, in any part of his Majeſty's 
* dominions; without entering himſelf on board 
his Majeſty's fleet; but how an act by which 
* our ſeamen, and all their friends and relations 
* are ſubjeted to ſuch hardſhips; can be called 


8 an 
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P ARLIAMENTARY A. 174t, 


an act for the encouragement and increaſe of 
ſeamen, is what I cannot comprehend.  - 


In all conſtitutions and regulations of govern: 
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ment, there are, there muſt. be ſome inconve- 
niencies; and the inconveniencies that proceed 
from republican forms of government, are ge- 
nerally made uſe of by crafty and ambitious 
men, for introducing ſuch alterations and ſuch 
new regulations, as make way for arbitrary 
power. When ſuch men get into the govern- 
ment of a commonwealth, they take care to 
increaſe every inconvenience that proceeds from 
the fences of liberty, in order to introduce new 


and uncontroulable powers. Thoſe of weak 


underſtandings, which is often the majority, 
are ſo blinded by the inconveniencies they feel, 
that they neither ſee, nor can be made to ſee 
the dangers and inconveniencies that muſt inſue 
from the alterations propoſed. It is by this 
method that all free governments have been 
overturned ;. and we have every day more and 
more reaſon to ſuſpect, that ſome amongſt us 


are practiſing this method here. The frauds of 


the cuſtoms and exciſe have been made a pre- 
tence for introducing ſeveral regulations and 
laws of the moſt dangerous conſequence to li- 
berty; and if the late famous exciſe ſcheme 
had ſucceeded, our liberties had been utterly 
undone ; becauſe it would have done what, I 
think, will be the conſequence of the ſcheme 
now under our conſideration : It would have 
made our miniſters maſters: of every popular 
election in the kingdom. Inſtead of lowering 
our duties, and correcting the neglects and 
abuſes of our cuſtom-houſe and exciſe officers, 
which would have been the proper, and I be 


* lieve an effectual method for preventing ſmug: 


* gling, almoſt every ſeſſion has produced ſome 


* new 


new ſcheme for increaſing the powers of thoſe 
« officers; and I am afraid, their neglects and 
+ abuſes have been conniv'd at, in order to in- 
« creaſe the inconveniences we feel from ſmug- 
« ling, that thoſe inconveniences might after- 


© new dangerous power in our government. 
© Upon this ſubje&, Sir, I cannot let paſs un- 
« obſerved the late famous gin- act. By the eſta- 
« bliſh'd laws of the land, before that act was 
paſſed or thought of, no perſon could ſell beer, 
ale, or ſpirituous liquors by retail without a li- 
cence, from the juſtices of the peace: The ju- 
ſtices had a power to refuſe granting their li- 
cence or to recal it when they pleaſed; and if 
any one ſold ſuch liquors without a licence, he 
* was by law made liable to ſevere penalties. Be- 
* ſides this, there were ſevere laws againſt all 
* ſuch as allowed drunkenneſs or tipling in their 
| houſes; and moreover, . there were ſeveral of 
our gin-ſhops that might, I believe, have been 
indicted as a publick nuſance. By a neglect 
of all theſe remedies, tipling and drunkenneſs 
in gin-ſhops and ale-houſes came to a mon- 
ſtrous height, and was generally complained of, 
and often preſented by our grand inqueſt with- 
out any redreſs, becauſe our juſtices of peace, 
who are entirely under the direction of our mi- 
* niſters, would not put the laws in execution 
* againſt theſe enormities. At laſt when the 
people were work'd up to. a ſufficient rage 
againſt theſe enormities, we. were told that the 
laws in being were not ſufficient for preventing 
them; and tho' every one that underſtood the 
* law knew the contrary, we were prevailed on 
to agree to a new law, by which a very great 
addition was made to the civil liſt revenue, and 
every vintner, inn-keeper, alehouſe-keeper, vic- 
* tualler, coffee-houſe, and brandy-ſhop in the 
Vor. XXI. S * kingy 
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from thence conclude, that every man, as ſoon 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1741, 
kingdom, brought under a moſt laviſh depen- 
dence upon our juſtices of the peace and com- 
© miſſioners of exciſe. 59 1 AIR 
© That theſe were the effects of the gin-a& 
* muſt be apparent, Sir, to every one who con- 
fiders, that the great increaſe of the civil liſt 
revenue pretended to ariſe from its ſhare of the 
duties upon ſpirituous liquors, was owing to the 
* enormities complained of, which were perhaps 
for that very reaſon, indulg'd ; and for the 
« ſame reaſon it was perhaps pretended, that 


K (6 


[a 


no ſtop could be put to them by the laws 


in being, becauſe if a ſtop had been put to 
them in that way, the increaſe which had aroſe 
© to the civil lift revenue by indulging thoſe. e- 
© notmities, would have been annihilated, without 
any recompence from the aggregate fund. And 
if we conſider the neceſſity every keeper of a 
publick-houſe lies under, for ſelling ſpirituous 
« liquors in ſmall quantities to his cuſtomers, the 
high penalties he is by that act ſubjected to if 
© he does ſo, and the power given to the com- 
© miffioners of exciſe and juſtices of the peace, 
to mitigate thoſe penalties, we may fee, that 
the keeper of every publick-houfe muſt be un- 
der a laviſh dependence upon our commiſſioners 
of exciſe and juſtices of the peace; and conſe- 
c 55 that he muſt expect to be ruin'd, 
© ſhould he give his vote againſt a court candi- 
date at any election. | SOD 

Thus we may Tee, Sir, that from all the in- 
© conveniences that aroſe either from a defi- 
* ciency in our laws, or from a neglect in the ex- 
© ecution of them, an advantage is taken for in- 
troducing ſome new regulation by which the 
power and influence of the crown may be in- 
© creaſed. This has fo conſtantly in all ages been 
the practice of our miniſters, that one may 


42 : . — 3 8 as 


NS A «a 


A. 1741. DEBATES. 


as he becomes a miniſter, or as he calls himſelf 
2 a ſervant of the crown, begins to think himſelf 
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in duty bound to uſe every art he can think of 
for deſtroying the liberties of the ſubject. This, 
I ſay, feems to have been the way of thinking 
among miniſters in all ages, and, I am ſure, 
in no age more apparently than in this. Shall 
we then, upon this or any other occaſion, throw 
aſide our jealouſies and fears? Shall we put a 
truſt in thoſe who by their practices have given 
us ſo good reaſon to be convinced of their ha- 
ving a deſign to betray us? If we are under 
any preſent inconveniencies, if we are under 
any preſent difficulties with regard to the man- 
ning of our fleet, let us examine whether they 
proceed from the negle& or miſconduct of 
thoſe concerned in the executive part of our 
government, or from any real defect in our 
conſtitution. If from the former, let us remove 
thoſe who have run us into ſuch difficulties; 
and if from the latter, let us conſider our con- 
ſtitution, and apply thoſe remedies which are 
moſt conſiſtent with its ſecurity and preſerva- 
tion; but do not let us plunge into the pit 
which our enemies have dug for us on one 
hand, for fear of tumbling over the imaginary 
>= 3 which they frighten*d us with on the 

other. then 
J am far from thinking, we can be under 
any difficulty in manning all the ſhips we can 
have occaſion for in the preſent war; but ſup- 
por we were, there are many other remedies 
eſides that now propoſed. Let us give farther 
encouragements for foreign ſeamen to enter 
into our ſervice: Let us call upon our allies for 
aſſiſtance : Let us hire the ſhips of other na- 
tions. We have now foreign troops. in our 
pay, tho' we have no war, nor are like to have 
any war upon the-continent. Why do we not 
Z 2 hire 
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hire foreign ſhips, inſtead of foreign troops? 
If we are under the difficulties ſuggeſted, we 
have occaſion for the former, but we can have 
no occaſion for the latter. Surely this nation is 
not yet reduced to fuch melancholy circum- 
ſtances, that we muſt either have no allies, or 
accept them upon ſuch terms as they them- 
ſelves may be pleaſed to preſcribe. The reme- 
dy now under our conſideration is the very worſt 
that could be thought of: It is publiſhing 
our diſtreſs to the world, and giving our 
enemies juſt cauſe to triumph over us. If the 
French or Spaniards owed us a grudge, they 
could in no way ſo effectually puniſh us, as by 
forcing us to deſtroy our conſtitution and give 
up our liberties, for the ſake of defending our- 
ſelves againſt them. Our paſſing ſuch a bill 
would give great joy to every Frenchman or 
| Spaniard that underſtands any thing of our con- 
. ſtution, and as I am againſt making a holiday 
either in France or Spain, I muſt be againſt 
agreeing to this clauſe.” | 


Mr. Sollicitor General ſtood up bert, and 
ſpoke to this effect: 
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Mr. Sollici- 
pen, 5 Sir, Far be it from me to blame gentlemen 
* for being jealous of the liberties of their coun- 

try, and cautious of agreeing to any thing that 
may look like an incroachment upon our con- 
ſtitution. This in general I ſhall always think 
laudable, but ſtill, I muſt think, it may be puſh- 
ed too far, and when, it is ſo, it will always be 
of infinite prejudice to the nation; therefore, 
. gentlemen ſhould as cautiouſly avoid oppoſing 
thoſe powers that are abſolutely neceſſary for 
the exerciſe, of government, as they ſhould a- 
void going raſhly into the giving of any power 
that is unneceſſary and dangerous. No human 
contrivance can form a government or cf 
| | 0 
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of laws ſo perfect as to ſtand in need of no 


addition, alteration, or amendment: Future 


events make the imperfections appear; and as 
they appear, care muſt be taken to remedy 
them by new regulations. This is our caſe at 
preſent, and if the regulation propoſed be ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the ſafety of the people, 
we muſt agree to it, even tho* it ſhould be at- 
tended with ſome danger to the liberties of the 
whole or a part of the people; but I hope to 
be able to ſhew, that it can be attended with 
no danger; and that the manning of our navy 
is abſolutely neceſſary for the ſafety of the na- 
tion has, I think, been acknowledged by every 
one that has ſpoke in this debate. 

The two chief objections made to this regu- 
lation are, that 1t will be of dangerous conſe- 
quence to the freedom of our elections, and 
that it will be ſuch a hardſhip upon our ſeamen, 
as will force them into foreign ſervice, and pre- 
vent men from breeding themſelves to the ſea 
for the future. I ſhall firſt conſider the laſt of 
theſe two objections, and in order to ſhew, 
that the regulation now propoſed will be no 
hardſhip upon our ſeamen, I ſhall beg leave to 
explain the condition they are now in, and the 
little alteration that is to be made in their cir- 
cumſtances by this regulation. The power of 
preſſing ſeamen into his Majeſty's ſervice, how- 
ever much it may be doubted of by thoſe, who 
have not examined our ancient records, is a 
power that has been veſted in our government, 
believe ever ſince our conſtitution had a be- 
ing. We have mentioned in ſome of our law 


books a ſtatute made in the reign of Richard 


the firſt, for making ſome new regulations with 
regard to ſhips and ſeamen preſſed into the 
King's ſervice, which ſhews, that preſſing was 


* cuſtomary before that time, and that it was 


2 3 then 
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then thought to be legal; and in the famous 
inquiſition of Queenborough, in the reign of 
Edward the third, it is expreſsly given in charge 
to the inqueſt among other things, To en- 
quire of thoſe mariners that were preſſed for 
the King's ſervice, and deſerted the ſame. I 
could mention ſeveral other records to ſhow, 
that this power of preſſing ſeamen into the 
King's ſervice has always been deem'd legal, 
and has in all times been look'd on as a part of 
the common law of England: Nay, it may 
even be ſaid to be eſtabliſh'd by ſtatute; for 
in the reign of Philip and Mary, a ſtatute was 
made, by which it was enacted, That watermen 
who withdraw themſelves in time of preſſing, 
ſhall ſuffer a fortnight's impriſonment, and be 
prohibited to row any more upon the Thames, 
for a year and day after: By an act of the ſe- 
cond of Queen Anne, a certain allowance of 
able ſeamen is eſtabliſh'd for ſhips in the coal 
trade; and it is enacted, That if any officer 
impreſs any of the men ſo allowed, he ſhall 
forfeit ten pound, for every man ſo impreſſed, 
beſides coſt of ſuit; and by another act of the 
ſame reign, it is declared, That no perſon of 
eighteen years of age ſhall be exempted from 
her Majeſty's ſervice on account of his being an 
apprentice, who ſhall have been in ſea-ſervice 
before he bound himſelf an apprentice; and 
farther, it 1s by the ſame law enacted, That 
ſuch watermen, bargemen, and lightermen, as 
ſhall not appear, when called on by the water- 
mens company, to be ſent to her Majeſty's fleet, 
ſhall ſuffer one month's impriſonment, and be 
s* diſabled working on the Thames for two years. 
Thus it appears, Sir, that the power of preſ- 
ing .is by implication ſtrongly eſtabliſhed by 
* ſtatute; and the reaſon of its not being ex- 
* preſsly eſtabliſh'd, was certainly becauſe it was 
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« always deem'd to be ſo expreſsly eſtabliſhed by 
common law, that it was unneceſſary to eſta- 
bliſh it in expreſs words by any ſtatute. Ha- 
ving thus ſhewn, that the power of preſſing is 

« eſtabliſh'd both by the common and ſtatute 
law of this kingdom, I ſhall next examine the 

« cuſtom, which in all ſuch caſes explains the 
law; and it is certain, that the cuſtom has al- 
« ways been, not only to preſs ſeamen out of mer- 
« chant ſhips, but alſo to ſearch the ſhips for ſuch 
as abſcond or conceal themſelves on board. 
< Theſe, Sir, are the circumſtances our ſeamen 
are in at preſent ; theſe are the circum- 
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ſtances they have always been in: They may 
be preſſed at land, if they are found in the 
ſtreets or highways, or in any hauſe where an 
« officer can have acceſs to them; they may be 
« preſſed from on board a ſhip, and the ſhip 
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may be ſearched by an officer and preſs-gang, 
in order to come at thoſe who conceal them- 
« ſelves on board. What then is the great ad- 
ja ditional power defired? What 1s the great alte- 


| 
1 


ration to be made in a ſeaman's circumſtances, 
by this clauſe? It is no more than this, that a 
«* ſeaman who abſconds from his duty may be 
* ſearched for in a houſe, as well as on ſhip- 
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board, with this material difference, that a ſhip 

| may be ſearched for him without the aſſiſtance 

of any civil officer; but a houſe is not to be 118 
; * ſearched without the aſſiſtance of a civil of- 1 
5 „eee . 1 ä 1 
. Is this, Sir, ſuch an additional hardſhip upon | | 
X our ſeamen, as will force them into foreign ſer- 45 
ſo vice, or prevent men from breeding themſelves bl 
: * up to the ſea for the future? Is it ſuch an ad- | x 
— * ditional power to the crown, as will deſtroy the 1 ö 
y freedom of our elections? I am really ſurpris'd, ' 
x- Sir, to hear ſuch imaginary dangers ſuggeſted. ö 


By the law, as it ſtands at preſent, the crown, 
8 2 4 as 
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as J have ſhewn, has a power to preſs any ſea- 
man into the ſervice, and may exerciſe that 
power againſt any one in the character of a 
common ſeaman, unleſs he makes himſelf a 
cloſe priſoner in ſome houſe; yet we know by 
5 e that ſeamen are as little under the 
influence of the crown, or of any miniſter, with 
regard to their voting at elections, as any other 
part of his Majeſty's ſubjects; and the reaſon is 
very plain, a ſeaman may very eaſily prevent 
his being preſſed, by entering himſelf on board 
ſome of our ſhips of war, as ſoon as a preſs 
is like to begin; and if he does his duty on 
board, no miniſter, nor eyen the captain under 
whoſe command he is, can inflict any pu- 
niſhment upon him, or ſubject him to any 
hardfhip, on account of his not voting accord- 
ing to his directions at an election. Thus the 
caſe has always ſtood, with regard to the dan- 
ger of being preſſed; and as the danger of be- 
ing fearch'd for may be avoided in the ſame 
manner, therefore we cannot ſuppoſe, it will 
have any effect upon the freedom of our ſea- 
mens voting at elections. | 
As to the terms ſeamen and ſeafaring-men, 
it is true, they are general; but, I think, 
they are eaſily underſtood, and have been ſuffi- 
ciently explained by cuſtom ; for no man 1s 
ſuppoſed to be a ſeaman or ſeafaring-man, un- 
leſs he 1s, or has within a few years been in ac- 
tual ſeryice at ſea, as a common ſeaman; and 
none but ſuch have ever been, or could, I 
think, ſhould this clauſe paſs into--a law, be 
preſſed as common ſeamen into his Majeſty's 
ſervice: Therefore, maſters and mates of mer- 
chant ſhips, or ſeamen that are or may be ſet- 
tled in ſome good buſineſs at land, can be 
brought into no danger, nor under any 1n- 
fluence, by this clauſe ; and conſequently with 
e re- 
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regard to ſeamen of all ranks and degrees, it 


can no way incroach upon the freedom of our 
c 


elections, or any way endanger the liberties of 
the ſubject. 5 3 

« I come now, Sir, to the other part of the 
objection, which relates to the influence which 
the power of ſearching for ſeamen may have 
upon houſe-keepers that are not ſeamen; and 
here in general I muſt obſerve, that there is 
not any one power the crown 1s, or can be in- 
veſted with, but what might be made inconve- 
nient even to the moſt innocent, if thoſe who 


have the exerciſe of it, ſhould preſume to make 


a bad uſe of it, and our judges ſhould connive 
at their preſumption ; but in all caſes theſe two 
cauſes muſt concur, before the exerciſe of any 


power can produce ſuch an effect; for when 


any power 1s given by the legiſlature for a 
good purpoſe, it 15 the buſineſs and the duty of 
our judges to prevent its being turned to a bad 
purpoſe, by puniſhing every magiſtrate or offi- 
cer that ſhall be guilty of ſuch a high pre- 
ſumption. Therefore, whilft thoſe employ'd 
in the executive part of our government, act 
regularly, or our judges decree juſtly, our li- 
berties can never be in danger from any power 
lodged by the legiſlature in the crown, for the 
neceſſary ends of government; and if all our offi- 
cers ſhould become tyrannical, and our judges 
corrupt, I do not ſee how it would be poſſible 
to preſerve either our liberties or properties, 
any other way than by a general inſurrection; 
even tho* the crown had not near ſo many pre- 
rogatives, or ſo much power, as it has at pre- 


ſent. | 


© If the crown, Sir, had never, in any inſtance 
before, been poſſeſſed of a power to ſearch 
houſes by night or by day, there might be ſome 


room for being cautious of granting the power 


* now 
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arreſting the King's debtor; for upon a proceſs 
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now deſired; but ſuch a power the crown, or at 
leaſt the judges and magiſtrates appointed by the 
crown, have in many caſes been poſſeſſed of, 
ever ſince our conſtitution had a being. As ſe- 
veral of theſe caſes have been mentioned by my 
honourable and learned friend, I need not repeat 
them; but one which he did not mention, I 
cannot .omit taking notice of, which is that of 


at the King's ſuit againſt any perſon, who is his 
debtor, the ſheriff or his officer may break open 
any houſe in ſearch of him, after he has ſignified 
his errand to the owner, and has been refuſed 
admittance, If it were poſſible to turn any ſuch 
power towards influencing elections, ſurely it 
would be much more eaſy in this caſe to turn it 
to that purpoſe, than in the caſe now before us. 
The ſheriff is a magiſtrate appointed by the 
crown, as well as our juſtices of peace, and ſhe- 
riffs officers, I believe, are generally men of no 
better character than petty conſtables. Beſides, 
it is a pretence that might be much oftner made 
uſe of; for to ſearch houſes for ſeamen can never 
be pretended, but in time of a hot preſs, and 
after the Lord High Admiral, or Commiſſioners 
of the Admiralty, have iſſued their warrants for 
that purpoſe, which they cannot do but upon 
extraordinary occaſions, and ſuch as happen but 
very rarely. | 
Therefore, Sir, if we are to judge from ex- 
tence in other caſes, which is certainly one of 
the ſureſt ways of judging in all matters of a 
political nature, we muſt conclude, that the 
power of ſearching houſes, in the caſe now be- 
fore us, can be of no bad conſequence to the 
freedom of our elections, or inconvenient to any 
man in the kingdom, except to thoſe ſeamen 
that abſcond in time of danger from their coun- 
try's ſervice, and to ſuch as render e 
AY | e Jutb 
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ſuſpected of harbouring and concealing ſuch ſea- 
men; and ſurely the publick is more intereſted 
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in having his Majeſty's fleet manned in time of 
danger, than it is in having the debts due to his 
Majeſty paid, or his debtors arreſted. 

Thus, I hope, Sir, I have ſhewn, that there 
is nothing in either of the two chief objections 
that have been made againſt this clauſe; and as 
the navy 18 not yet ſufficiently provided with 
ſeamen, after trying embargoes, preſſing, and 
every other method that could be thought of, it 
is abſolutely neceſſary to contrive ſome new me- 


thod for ſupplying the deficiency. The encou- 


raging of foreign ſeamen to enter into our ſer- 
vice, or the hiring of foreign ſhips, are methods 
which cannot be truſted to; and they are me- 
thods which I ſhall never be for making uſe of, 
as long as we can have ſhips or ſeamen of our 
own, not only becauſe we cannot rely ſo much 
upon the courage and fidelity of foreign ſeamen, 
as upon our own, but alſo becauſe it would tend 
to the increaſing of the naval power of ſome 
foreign neighbour, who may ſometime hereafter 
be our enemy. Therefore, as the method now 
propoſed is the beft I have yet heard of, I muſt 
be for it till I hear ſome better offered; and if 
gentlemen think the amendment propoſed would 
be more dangerous than the clauſe as it now 
ſtands, they may either reject the amendment, 
or they may leave out the word require, and 
only impower juſtices of the peace to grant their 
warrant for ſearching any houſe upon an infor- 
mation on oath, by ſome creditable perſon, that 
there is cauſe to ſuſpect ſeamens being concealed 
in the houſe. 

* As for that part of the clauſe whick is to in- 
f1& penalties upon thoſe, who ſhall harbour or 
conceal abſconding ſeamen, it can affect none 
but ſuch as knowingly do ſo, and ſuch, I muſt 

think, 
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think, deſerve highly to be puniſhed. A ſea- 


man who abſconds, when his 4 is in dan- 
ger, and ſtands in need of his aſſiſtance, I muſt 
ſuppoſe to be as heinous a traitor, as any that 
can be declared ſo by law; and therefore, 1 
think, he ought to be treated with as much ri. 
gour as any traitor whatſoever; for which rea- 
on, I can neither think it cruel nor inhuman to 
puniſh a mother for concealing her ſon, or a 
daughter for concealing her father : It 1s what is 
uſually done in caſes of treaſon; it is abſolutely 
neceſſary for the ſafety of the commonwealth; 
for if any merciful allowance is in ſuch caſes to 
be made to human weakneſs, it ought to be left 
to- his Majeſty, as other acts of mercy are, that 


he may, in his royal wiſdom, diſpenſe it, or re- 


fuſe it, according to the circumſtances of the 
caſe, and the merits of the perſons that ſue for 
it. | 

« I am ſorry, Sir, to find that we are in ſuch 
diſtreſs as we are at preſent, for want of ſeamen: 
I wiſh it were otherwiſe; I wiſh we had in time 
of peace thought of methods for preventing it; 
and I ſhall acknowledge, it might have been 
foreſeen : I believe it was foreſeen by our mini- 
ſters; but as popular aſſemblies are not generally 
very good at foreſeeing diſtant dangers, and not 
eaſily perſuaded to take proper meaſures for pre- 
venting them, eſpecially when the meaſures are 
ſuch, as muſt put them to an immediate expence, 
our miniſters would not venture to propoſe any 
ſuch meaſures, becauſe they deſpaired of meeting 
with ſucceſs. This, I believe, was the true rea- 


ſon of their neglecting to do ſo, and not their 


defire to keep up a more numerous ſtanding ar- 
my than was neceſſary; for I think it was happy 
for us, that we kept up in time of peace ſuch a 
number of regular troops as we did, hecauſe if 


we had not, we muſt have made greater levies 


for 
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* for the land ſervice at the beginning of this war 
© than we did, and this would have diſtreſſed us | 198k 
ſill more, with regard to the ſea ſervice, than TH 
we are at preſent. But ſuppoſe our diſtreſs to be 
owing to ſome negle& or miſconduct in our mi- | 
niſters, will our removing or puniſhing them re- 
lieve us from that diſtreſs? Or will our agreeing 
to what is now propoſed interrupt our inquiry 
into their conduct, or prevent our being able to 
remove or puniſh them? = 
The bill now propoſed, the very propoſition, S 
Sir, even though it ſhould be rejected, will pub- | 
liſh our diſtreſs to our enemies; but I had rather 
they ſhould hear of our diſtreſs by our agreeing 
to ſuch a bill, than that they ſhould become 
ſenſible of it by the ſucceſs of their privateers 
againſt our merchants, or by the ſucceſs of their 
ſquadrons againſt the ſquadrons of this nation. 1 
Whatever diſtreſs our enemies may ſuppoſe us to 1 
be in, they can expect no good to themſelves | 
from our paſling this bill; becauſe we paſſed a 
bill of the ſame nature in the late glorious war 
in Queen Anne's time, when we were ſo ſucceſs- 
ful both by land and ſea, It will only convince 
them, that we are reſolved to exert our whole | 
ſtrength againſt them, and the terror of this | 1 
will, I hope, ſoon bring them to reaſon.” | 18 


The next that ſpoke was Sir John Hynd Cotton, 
whoſe ſpeech was in ſubſtance thus: vp 
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Sir, I have obſerved of late years, that there si bn 


| is a party of men in this kingdom, who upon [Pro 

5 , all occaſions declare themſelves for an inquiry 

3 into the conduct of our miniſters, and for pu- 1 

5 niſhing them, if they ſhould be found to deſerve 11 
* it; yet they oppoſe every previous ſtep that is ; 

+ * neceſſary for entering upon an inquiry, and if it 

If ; were ſet on foot, I believe, they would oppoſe 

* every thing that might tend towards rendering 
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it effectual. The ſame party of men, Sir, al- 


6 ways declare, that we ought to be jealous of our 


© liberties, and cautious of granting any power 


that may contribute to their overthrow; yet 
they are always ready to approve of every thing 
« propoſed by the court, and to think every power 


« neceſſary for the exerciſe of government which 


our miniſters declare to be ſo. I hope, there are 


none of this party in this aſſembly; for every 
«* gentleman here has, I hope, ſo much honour as 


to be ſincere in every thing he profeſſes. I muſt 
acknowledge, Sir, that 1 am, and, I hope, al- 


© ways ſhall be truly jealous of every new power 


that is, or can be aſked: by miniſters: Whether 
I puſh this jealouſy too far upon the preſent oc- 
caſion, I muſt leave to the houſe to judge; but 
J muſt declare that, in my opinion, the power 
nov defired never can be neceſſary, that it is far 


from being neceſſary upon the preſent occaſion, 


that it would be of the moſt dangerous conſe- 
gquence to our conſtitution, and that it would at 
< haſt deſtroy the very end for which it is ſaid to 


t be deſired. 


That I may regularly follow the honourable 
© and learned gentleman, I ſhall begin with the 


_ * laſt, He has been pleaſed, Sir, to ſhew, what 


a hard condition our ſeamen are in by the laws 
as they now ſtand; and, ſays he, the adding but 
one hardſhip more can no way diſcourage our 
« ſeamen, ak, 
© of men. Sir, when a rope is ſtretched to its 
« utmoſt length, if you attempt to ſtretch it but 
one inch further, it breaks. He was likewiſe 
< pleafed to dip into our ancient records, in order 
to ſhew what has not, I think, been denied in 
this debate. That upon great and ſudden emer- 
*gencies the King has by his prerogative a power 
to preſs ſeamen into his ſervice, is what no gen- 


A tleman — but every gentleman muſt grant, 


« that 


eſſen the breed of that uſeful body 
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that this prerogative ought not to be made uſe 
« of. upon every trifling occaſion; and that when 
« it is made uſe of, it ought to be with as much 
« lenity as poſſible, and it ought to be accompani- 
ed with as many encouragements as it is in the 
power of the government to beſtow. In the 


« exerciſe of this prerogative, perhaps the cuſtom 
© may have been to ſearch ſhips for ſeamen who 


« conceal themſelves on board; but I doubt much 
«* whether an officer with a preſs-gang has by law 
© a power to break open the doors or hatches of a 
« ſhip, in caſe the maſter ſhould refuſe to open 
« them, eſpecially when the ſhip happens to be in 
any river or port which is not within the juriſ- 
« diftion of the Admiralty. But whatever may 
© be the law in this caſe, we know that our ſea- 
men are already ſubject to many hardſhips which 
© the teſt of the people are free from; and there- 
« fore, when we are contriving a bill for the en- 
couragement and increaſe of ſeamen, we ought 
not ſurely to heap new hardſhips: upon them, 
© becauſe, whether thoſe hardſhips be inſufferable 
© or no, is a queſtion that is not to be determined 
by the opinion of this houſe, and much leſs by 
the opinion of our learned gentlemen of the long 
tobe, but by the opinion of our ſeamen and o- 
ther people without doors; for if they think 
them infufferable, they will certainly endeavour 
to avoid them, our ſeamen by running into fo- 
* reign ſervice, and the reſt of our people by tak- 
ing care not to breed themſelves or their chil- 
5 dren to any ſort of ſea fervice. 457 
As to the meaning that has been, or may be 


* put upon the words ſeaman or ſeafaring-man, I 


* ſhall not pretend to determine; but this I am 
* well aſſured of, Sir, that mates of merchant 
* ſhips, and ſeamen ſettled in buſineſs at land, 
have been ſometimes preſſed into his Majeſty's 
* ſervice; and if we ſhould expreſly authoriſe 


preſſing 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
preſſing by ſtatute, I do not know but a liberty 
might be taken to preſs the captains or maſters 
of coaſting or trading veſſels, and even ſuch ſea- 
men or ſea captains as had acquired or ſucceeded 
to a land eſtate, and thought themſelves. ſettled 
in an eaſy manner for the remaining part of their 


lives. Even in the late Queen's time, when an 
act of this nature was paſſed for one year, it was 


thought neceſſary to reſtrain the meaning of the 
word ſeamen, to ſuch as had been in the ſervice in 
her Majeſty's reign; which was then in its fourth 
year only. From hence, I think, it is evident, 
that if we intend to authoriſe preſſing by an ex- 
preſs ſtatute, we ought to make ſeveral excep- 
tions and regulations, in order to prevent its be- 
ing a moſt intolerable oppreſſion upon many of 
his Majeſty's beſt ſubjects; and we ought to take 


care, that common ſeamen returning from a 


voyage ſhall have an opportunity to offer them- 


ſelves as volunteers, and that no ſeaman ſhall be 


3 as a volunteer, and afterwards accepted 


of as a preſſed man, in order to intitle the officer 


* Now, Sir, with regard to the influence this 
bill may have upon our elections, I am. really 
ſurpriſed to hear gentlemen pretend, that our 
ſeamen vote as freely as any other ſort of men 
in the kingdom. Moſt of the boroughs upon 


our coaſt are a convincing proof of the contrary. 


Are not many of theſe boroughs now called 
Admiralty boroughs, becauſe they always return 
ſuch repreſentatives as the board of Admiralty 
pleaſes to direct? The very nature of things is a 
demonſtrative proof, that ſeamen muſt be under 
the influence of the Admiralty board in elections; 


for let a ſeaman be never ſo exact in the perfor- 


mance of his duty, his commander may ſubject 
him to many hardſhips and inconveniences on 


board, if he has or is ordered to have a pique 
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at him upon any other account. Beſides, all 
ſeamen. while they are on board, hope to be 
preferred in the navy, and will of courſe take 
every method they can think of for recommend- 
ing themſelves to the government. Even ſeamen 
that are ſettled on ſhoar, muſt be under the in- 
fluence of the Admiralty at elections, otherwiſe 
they may depend upon bein "g preſſed as ſoon as 
an opportunity offers, and of being hardly uſed, 
whilſt they are in the government's ſervice. 
They have no way to avoid this, but by leaving 
their buſineſs and abſconding, and even this 


' melancholy reſource you are now to take away 


from them : Therefore, if this bill ſhould paſs, 
we muſt ſuppoſe, that all ſeamen, be where they 


will, let their circumſtances be what they will, 


mth for the future be the abſolute ſlaves of a 
miniſter, and muſt vote at all elections, as he 
ſhall be pleaſed to directe. 

Then with regard to the reſt of the ſubjes 
who have not the misfortune to be ſeamen, is it 


not a terrible. thing for a man to be in continual 


danger of having his houſe laid open to a petty 
conſtable and a preſs-gang, by day or by night? 
Beſides the inconvenience of being diſturbed, he 
muſt never ſtir from home, or Tt; he be he 


muſt not take the key of any cloſet along with 


him; becauſe a preſs- gang may come and break 
it open before he returns. The power of ſearch- 
ing for the King s debtors is, I ſhall grant, a 


dangerous power, and might be made a very 


bad uſe of; but I muſt obſerve, that this power 
was introduced; when ſheriffs were not named 


by the crown, but choſen by the reſpective 
counties; and though ſneriffs officers are ſeldom 


men of any great character, they are more to be 


mer give ſecurity, to the ſheriff. for. the due 75 
cution of their office, and the ſheriff himſelf is 
Vor, Os | A a © an{wer- 


truſted to than petty conſtables, becauſe the fore | 
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© anſwerable for their behaviour; whereas petty 


* conſtables give no ſecurity, nor is any juſtice of 
the peace anſwerable for the damage they may 
« occaſion. I could ſhew, that the power now 


© defir'd is, on ſeveral other accounts, more dan- 


: 55 than the power of ſearching for the 
King's debtors; but ſuppoſe it were not, is one 
dangerous power any argument for granting an- 
other of the ſame nature? If the power already 


granted has never been made a bad uſe of, the 


the cauſe of both's being made a bad uſe of in 
time to come; becauſe an effe& may be produ- 
ced, by making a bad uſe of both, which could 
never have been hoped for by making a bad uſe 
of one. The hopes of impunity is what\occa- 
fions a power's being made a bad uſe of; and 
that impunity may be ſecured by making a bad 
uſe of two powers, which could never have been 
expected from making a bad uſe of one. 

This, Sir, is the great danger, and it is not 
eaſy to determine, where our ty ends, and 
where the danger begins. One thing, however, 
is certain, that if we go on thus yearly putting 
new powers into the hands of our miniſters, the 
danger will become not only unavoidable but 
irretrievable. Our officers will be regular, our 

« judges will be juſt, as long as they are in danger 
of being called to an account by Parliament, if 
they act otherwiſe. If we put it once in their 
* can to guard againſt this danger, they will act 
here as they do in all other arbitrary govern- 
ments; and this will be the certain conſequence, 
if we put it in the power of our miner to 
* over-awe or influence the majority of our elec- 
tions. It is by having our Parliaments always 
dependent upon our miniſters, and by this me- 


granting another of the "mas nature might be 


KM @ @a M M K 6a * 
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fthod only, we can be reduced to the lamentable 


s $rcumſtances of having no remedy but a general 
EAI II „„ Op OO HEE inſur- 
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inſurrection, againſt the injuſtice of our judges, 
and oppreſſion of our officers; and ſuch Parlia- 
ments will certainly provide our miniſters with 
an army ſufficient to protect them againſt an in- 
ſurrection of the people; ſo that we can then 
© never expect any redreſs but by a mutiny in our 
« army, and by that, as in Turkey, we may ſee a 
« change in the perſons of our oppreſſors, but can 
expect no relief from oppreſſion. | | 
Thus, Sir, I think, it is apparent, that this 
power, added to all the powers our miniſters are 
already poſſeſſed of, will be of the moſt danger- 
* ous conſequence to our conſtitution ; and confi- 
« dering how long our government has ſubſiſted 
* without it, I am ſurpriſed to hear any gentleman 
pretend, that it is now abſolutely neceſſary for 
the exerciſe of government. If ſeamen are now 
more unwilling to enter into the , government's 
« ſervice than they were formerly, it muſt be ow- 
ing to ſome late miſconduct in our miniſters; 
and therefore, the beſt encouragement we can 
propoſe for our ſeamen is, to remove thoſe that 
have diſobliged them. The learned gentleman 
* ſays, our agreeing to this clauſe can no way pre- 
vent our being able to remove any miniſter, Is 
not this, Sir, begging the queſtion? If it adds 


aA a 


to a miniſter's influence at elections, will it not 
tend to prevent its being in the nation's power 
to remove him by any ſort of parliamentary me- 


thod? Let us conſider, Sir, that this is the very 
laſt ſeſſion of a ſeptennial Parliament, and that 
a new ſeptennial Parliament is next ſummer to 
be choſen; and then we may pehaps ſee, why 
ſuch a power is defired at this critical conjunc- 
ture. TELE 35 . | | 
For my part, Sir, I have not heard one argu- 
ment made uſe of for ſhewing, that this power 
is neceſſary at all, and much leſs that it is ne- 
ceſſary upon the preſent occaſion: I ſay, I have 
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not heard one argument for this purpoſe, but 
one drawn from a news- paper, by a gentleman 
no way concerned in the Admiralty. From 
that news- paper, indeed, he has endeavoured to 
frighten us with an invaſion, and to make us 
believe, that if we do not make a ſurrender of 

our liberties to our miniſters, the French and 
* Spaniards will come and take them from us; 


but as he confeſſed, he knew nothing of the 
matter, and as 8 who ought to know, have 


© not been pleaſed to declare, that we are in any 
real danger, I ſhall not be ſuch a child, as to be 
< frightned out of my ſenſes by ſuch an imaginary 
© bugbear.” 


The laſt that ſpoke i in this debate was Wi liam 
Piti, Eſq; whoſe ſpeech was in ſubſtance thus. 


Sir, The two honourable and learned gentle- 
„ men who ſpoke in favour of this clauſe, were 
<. pleaſed to ſhew, that our ſeamen are half ſlaves 
already, and now they modeſtly defire, you 
ſhould make them wholly fo. Will this increaſe 
your number of ſeamen ?. Or. will it make thoſe 
you have more willing to ſerve you? Can you 
expect, that any man will make himſelf a ſlave 
if he can avoid it? Can you expect, that any 
man will breed his child up to be a ſlave? Can 
you expect, that ſeamen will venture their lives 
or their limbs for a country that has made them 
ſlaves? Or can you expect, that any ſeaman will 
ſtay in the country, if he can by any means 
make his eſcape? Sir, if you paſs this law, you 
muſt, in my opinion, do with your ſeamen, as 
do with their galley ſlaves in ¶uance; you muſt 
chain them to their ſhip, or chain them in cou- 
e ples, when they are aſhoar. But ſuppoſe this 
© ſhould both increaſe the number of your ſeamen, 
and render them more willing to ſerve you, it 
will render them incapable. It is a ce 
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obſervation, that when a man becomes a ſlave, 
he loſes half his virtue. What will it ſignify 
to have your ſhips all manned to their full com- 
pliment? Your men will neither have courage 
nor a temptation to fight; they will ſtrike to the 
firſt enemy that attacks them, becauſe their con- 
dition cannot be made worſe by a. ſurrender. 
Our ſeamen have always been famous for a 
matchleſs alacrity and intrepidity in time of dan- 
ger: This has ſaved many a Britiſh ſhip, when 
other ſeamen would have run below deck, and 
left the ſhip to the mercy of the waves, or per- 
haps a more cruel enemy, a pirate. For God 
ſake, Sir, let us not by our new projects put our 
ſeamen into ſuch a condition as muſt ſoon make 
them worſe than the cowardly ſlaves of France 


or Spain. | 


=! 


C- 
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* The learned gentlemen were next pleaſed to 
ſhew us, that the government was already 
poſſeſſed of ſuch a power as is now defired; and 
how did they ſhew it? Why, Sir, by ſhewing 
that this was the practice in the caſe of felony, 
and in the caſe of thoſe who are as bad as felons, 
I mean thoſe who rob the publick, or diflipate 
the publick money. Shall we, Sir, put our 
brave ſailors upon the ſame footing with felons 
and publick robbers? Shall a brave honeſt ſailor 
be treated as a felon, for no other reaſon, but 
becauſe after a long voyage he has. a mind to 
ſolace himſelf amongſt his friends in the country, 
and for that purpoſe abſconds for a few weeks, 
in order to prevent his being preſſed upon a 
Spithead or ſome ſuch pacifick expedition? For 
dare anſwer for it, there is not a ſailor in Bri- 
tain, but would immediately offer his ſervice, 


if he thought his country in any real danger, or 


expected to be. ſent upon an expedition, where 
he might have a chance of paining riches to 


himſelf, and glory to his country, I am really 


| A a 3 * aſhamed, 
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© aſhamed, Sir, to hear ſuch arguments made uſe 
of in any caſe, where our ſeamen are concerned. 
Can we expect, that brave men will not reſent 
ſuch. treatment? Could we expect, they would 
ſtay with us, if we ſhould make a law for treat- 
ing them in ſuch a contemptible manner? 
But ſuppoſe, Sir, we had no regard for our 
« ſeamen, I hope we ſhall have ſome regard for 
< the reſt of the people, and for ourſelves in par- 
© ticular; for I think, I do not in the leaſt exap- 
| © gerate, when I ſay, we are laying a trap for the 
* lives of all the men of ſpirit in the nation. 
Whether the law, when made, is to be carried 
< into execution, I do not know; but if it is, we 
are laying a ſnare for our own lives. Every 
* gentleman of this houſe muſt be ſuppoſed, I 
© hope juſtly, to be a man of ſpirit. Would any 
of you gentlemen allow this law to be executed 
« in its full extent? If at midnight a petty conſta- 
* ble with a preſs-gang ſhould come thunderin 
mat the gates of your Neuss in the country, and 
.* ſhould tell you he had a ſearch warrant, and 
s muſt ſearch your houſe for feamen, would you 
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at that time of night allow your gates to be 
opened? T proteſt I would not: What then 
would be the conſequence? He has by this law 
a power to break them open. Would any of 
you patiently ſubmit to ſuch an indignity? 
Would not you fire upon him, if he attempted 
to break open your gates? I declare I would, 
let the conſequence be never ſo fatal; and if you 
happened to be in the bad graces of a miniſter, 
the conſequence would be, either your bein 

killed in the fray, or hanged for killing the con- 
ſtable or ſome of his gang. This, Sir, may be 
the caſe even of ſome of us here, and upon my 
* honour I do not think it an exaggeration to ſup- 
poſe it may. ne 
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The honourable gentlemen ſay, no other re- 
medy has been propos'd. Sir, there have been 
ſeveral other remedies propos'd. Let us go 
into a committee to conſider of what has been 


or may be propoſed. Suppoſe no other remedy 


ſhould be offered, to tell us we muſt take this, 


| becauſe no other remedy can be thought of, is 


the ſame with a phyſician's telling his patient, 
Sir, there is no known remedy for your diſtem- 
per, therefore you ſhall take poiſon ; P'll cram 
it down your throat. I do not know how the 
nation may treat its phyſicians ; but, I am ſure, 
if my phyſician told me ſo, I ſhould order my 
ſervants to turn him out of doors. 
Such deſperate remedies, Sir, are never to 
be apply'd but in caſes of the utmoſt extremi- 
ty; and how we come at preſent to be in ſuch. 
extremity I cannot comprehend. In Queen 
Elizabeth's time, we were not thought to be in 
any ſuch extremity, tho* we were then threat- 
ned with the moſt formidable invaſion that 
was ever prepared againſt this nation. In our 
wars with the Duzch a more formidable mari- 
time power than France and Spain now are, if 
they were united againſt us, we were not ſu 

poſed to be in any ſuch extremity, either in 
the time of the Commonwealth, or in King 
Charles IId's time. In King Wilkam's war 
againſt France, when their naval power was 
vaſtly ſuperior to what it is at preſent, and 
when we had more reaſon to be afraid of an 


invaſion than we can have at preſent, we were 


thought to be in no ſuch extremity. In Queen 
Anne's time, when we were engaged in a war 
both againft France and Spain, and were obliged 
to make great levies yearly for the land ſervice, 
no ſuch remedy was ever thought of but for 


one year only, and then it was found to be far 
from being effectual. 
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* This, Sir, I am convinced Could be the caſe 
| now, as well as it was then. It was at that 
time computed, that by means of ſuch a law 
as this, there was not above 1400 ſeamen 
brought into the government's ſervice ; and 
. confidering the methods that have been already 
© taken, and the reward propoſed by this bill to 
be offered to volunteers, I am convinced, that 


the moſt ſtrict and general ſearch would not 


bring in half the number. Shall we then for 
the ſake of adding 6 or 700 or even 1400 ſea- 
© men to his Majeſty's navy, expoſe our conſti- 
„ tution to ſo much danger, and every houſe- 
© keeper in the kingdom to the danger of being 


« difturbed at all hours i in the night ? 


But ſuppoſe this law were to have a great 
6 effect, it can be called nothing but a tempo- 
5: rary” expedient ; becauſe it can no way contri- 
© bute towards increaſing the number of our ſea- 
men, or towards rendering them more willing 
to enter into his Majeſty's ſervice. It is an 
© obſervation made by Bacon upon the laws 
© paſſed i in Henry VIIth's reign, that all of them 
were calculated for futurity as well as the pre- 
* ſent time. This ſhewed the wiſdom of his 
**cquncils : I wiſh I could ſay fo of our preſent. 
We have for ſome years thought of nothing 
but expedients for getting rid of ſome pre- 
« ſent inconvenience by running ourſelves into a 
greater. The caſe or convenience of poſte- 
rity" was never leſs thought of, I believe, than 
Ns. has been of late years. I wiſh J could ſee an 
end of theſe temporary expedients; for we 

©: Trae been purſuing them ſo long, that we 


*:have almoſt undone our country, and over- 


© turned our conſtitution. Therefore, Sir, I ſhall 


be for leaving this clauſe out of the bill, and 
every other clauſe relating to it. The bill will 
be of ſome ſervice without them ; and when 
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© we have paſſed it, we may then go into a com- 
« mittee to confider of ſome laſting methods for 
« increaſing our ſtock of ſeamen, and for encou- 
. 
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« raging them upon all occaſions to enter into his 
Majeſty's ſervice.” s 2 
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After this the committee was put off to the abel upon 
gth, when the following debate happen'd upon for exami- 
the clauſe for examining conſtables upon oath, blies ar 
and fining them in caſe of negle&, &c. in which 
Sir Fobu Barnard was the firſt that ſpoke, whoſe 


ſpeech was to the following effect: 


Mr. Chaitman, V3 | 

Sir, It is the peculiar happineſs of Engliſb- Sir Fob, 
men, that no law can be made without the con- ppeech. 
ſent of their repreſentatives, and I hope no ſuch 
infatuation can ever fall upon them, as may in- 
fluence them to chuſe a repreſentative capable of 
concurring in abſurdities like this. The folly, 

the iniquity, the ſtupidity of this clauſe, can only 

be conceiv'd by hearing it repeated; it is too fla- 
grant to be extenuated, and too groſs to admit 
exaggerations; to oblige a man to make oath 
againſt himſelf, to ſubject himſelf by his own 
voice to penalties and hardſhips, is at once cruel 
and ridiculous, a wild complication of tyranny 

and folly. To call upon any man to accuſe him- 

ſelf, is only to call upon him to commit perjury, 
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and has therefore been always accounted irra- 

* tional and wicked; in thoſe countries where it is 
practiſed, the confeſſion is extorted by the rack, 

which, indeed, is ſo neceſſary on ſuch occaſions, 

that I ſhould not wonder to hear the promoters 

= © of this clauſe openly declaring for the expedi- 

t WE © ency of tortures. Nothing is more evident, 

1 = than that this bill, however the importance of 
1 WE * the occafion may be magnified, was drawn up 
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© never underſtood by thoſe that offer'd them; 
errors like theſe muſt ariſe only from precipita- 
tion and neglect, for they are too groſs to be 
committed either by ignorance or deſign, to ex- 
poſe ſuch abſurdities is indeed eaſy, but not plea- 
ſing; for what end is anſwer'd by pointing at 
folly, or how is the publick ſervice advanc'd 
by ſhewing that the methods propoſed, are 
totally to be rejected? Where a propoſition is of 
a mix'd kind, and only [erroneous in part, it is 
an uſeful and no diſagreeable taſk to ſeperate 
truth from error, and difintangle from ill conſe- 
quences, ſuch meaſures as may be perſued with 
advantage to the publick; but mere ſtupidity 
can only produce compaſſion, and afford no op- 
portunities for inquiry or diſpute.” 


Then Admiral Wager replied, 


© Sir, This clauſe however contemptuouſly 
treated, has been already paſſed into a Jaw by a 
Parliament which brought no diſhonour upon 
the Brit; nation, by a Parliament which was 
courted and dreaded by the greateſt part of the 
univerſe, and was drawn up by a miniſtry that 
have given their poſterity no reaſon to treat 
them with derifion and contumely. In the 
reign of the late great Queen, this method of 
proceeding was approved and eftabliſh*d, and 
we may judge of the propriety of the meaſures 
followed in that war, by the ſucceſs which they 
procured. Thoſe therefore by whom this bill 
was drawn up have committed no new abſurdi- 
ties, nor have propoſed any thing which was 
not enacted by the wiſeſt of our predeceſſors, 
in one of the moſt illuſtrious periods of our hi- 
ſtory.” 1 
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Philips Gybbon, Eſq; anſwer'd, 


Mr. yz. Sir, I am far from thinking a propoſition 
RF, We got n 8 8 P P. ſufß 
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ſufficiently defended by an aſſertion, -that it wag 
admitted by our predeceſſors; for tho? I have 
no inclination to villify their memory, I may 
without ſcruple affirm, that they had no preten- 
fions to infallibity, and that there are in many of 
our ſtatutes inſtances of ſuch ignorance, credu- 
lity, weakneſs, and error, as cannot be confider'd 
without aſtoniſhment. In queſtions of an ab- 
ſtruſe and complicated nature, it is certain, Sir, 
that experience has taught us what could never 
have been diſcover'd previouſly, by the wiſdom 
of our anceſtors, and we have diſcover'd by their 
conſequences the impropriety of many practices 
which they approved, and which we ſhould 
have equally applauded in the fame circum- 
ſtances. But to what purpoſe is obſervation, if 
we muſt ſhut our eyes againſt it, and appeal 
for ever to the wiſdom of our anceſtors? If 
we muſt fall into error, merely becauſe they 
were miſtaken, and ruſh upon rocks out of 
veneration to thoſe who were wreck'd againft 


them? In queſtions eaſily to be examin'd, and 


determinations which compriſed no perplexing 
contrarieties of intereſt, or multiplicity of cir- 
cumſtances, they were equally liable with our- 


ſelves to be ſupine and negligent, to fink into 
ſecurity, or be ſurprized by haſte. That the 


clauſe now before us was enacted by them, muſt 
be aſcribed merely to the hurry of the ſeſſions 


in which it was brought before them. A time 


in which ſo many inquires of the higheſt im- 
portance were to be made, and great diverſity 
of views to be regarded, that it is no wonder 


that ſome abſurdities ſhould eſcape without de- 


tection, In the fourth of the reign of the late 
Queen, this bill was brought in, as now at the 
latter end of a ſeſſion, when the attention of the 


Parliament was fatigued and diſtracted, and it was 


* hurried through both houſes, and ratified by the 


< Queen, 
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Queen, with very little conſideration. But then 
© as this circumſtance may be juſtly termed an 
© extenuation of their error, it ought to be a leſſon 
© of caution to us, that we may not be in the like 
© manner betrayed into the ſame weakneſs. 


Henry Pelham, Eſq; next roſe up. 


© Sir, The conduct of our predeceſſors ſeems 
not to ſtand in need of any excuſe ; for it might 
be eaſy to vindicate it by arguments, but that it 
is more proper to approve it by imitation, 
Whenever the bill was paſſed, or how haſtily 
ſoever the law was enacted, it was, I believe, 
rather the effect of neceſſity than of inadverten- 
cy ; of the ſame neceſſity which now preſſes, 
and which is very ill conſulted by tedious de- 
bates. They were then involv'd in a war, and 
were not ſo diſtracted by private intereſts as not 
to unite in the moſt vigorous oppoſition of their 
enemies. They knew that the publick good 1s 
often promoted by the temporary inconveniences 
of individuals; and when affairs of the higheſt 
importance demanded their attention, when the 
ſecurity of the whole nation, and the happineſs 
of their poſterity were the ſubject of their inqui- 

' ries, they Wiſely ſuffer'd leſs conſiderations to 
paſs without ſuperfluous and unſeaſonable ſolli- 
tude. How juſtly they reaſon'd, Sir, and what 

* vigour their reſolutions gave to the military ope- 
rations, our victories area ſufficient proof: And 
if experience be the ſureſt guide, it cannot be 
* improper to imitate thoſe, who in the ſame cir- 
© cumſtances with ourſelves, found means to raiſe 
the honour, and improve the commerce of their 
country. That our circumſtances are the ſame 
© with thoſe of the Parliament by which this law 
was made, is obvious beyond diſpute ; or where 

© they vary, the difference is perhaps to our diſ- 
advantage. We have, Sir, the ſame enemies, 
ö HY or, 


A. 1747. 


or, at leaſt, have reaſon to apprehend the ſame; 


DEBATES. 


© but have little hope of the ſame allies. The pre- 


© ſent war is to be carried on at a greater diſtance, 


© and in more places at the ſame inſtant; we can- 


not therefore ſupply our ſhips occaſionally, but 


* muſt raiſe great numbers in a ſhort time. If 
© therefore it was then concluded, that the me- 
© thod under our examination was uſeful; if mea- 
« ſures. not eligible in themſelves, may be autho- 
© rizzd by neceſſity, why may not we, in com- 


« pliance with the ſame exigencies, have recourſe 


to the ſame expedients ?? 
Then Sir William Jonge f. poke. 


365 


Sir, How much weight is added to the de- Sir Filian 
termination of the Parliament, by the dignity of gend. 


their procedure, and the decency of their diſpu- 
« tations, a ſlight knowledge of mankind is ſuffi- 


cient to evince. It is well known that go- 


© vernment is ſupported by opinion; and that 


© he who deſtroys the reputation, deſtroys the 
authority of the legiſlative power. 


* tempt. 


and ſurpriſe that I heard the clauſe before us 


« cenſur'd with ſuch indecency of language, and 
the authors of it treated with contumelies and 
* reproaches that mere error does not deſerve, 
* however apparent, but which were now vented 


before any error was detected. ; 


* I know not, Sir, why the 
* were thus indecently attack*d, have ſuffer'd ſuch 


* reproaches without cenſure and without reply. 
I know not why they have omitted to put the 
* honourable gentleman in mind of the reſpect 
due to this afſembly, or to the characters of 
* thoſe whom he oppoſes; gentlemen _— | 


L — 


1Pd 


Nor is it 
leſs apparent, that he who degrades debate into 
ſcurility, and deſtroys the ſolemnity of conſulta- 
tion, endeavous to fink the Parliament into con- 
It was therefore, Sir, with indignation 


gentlemen who 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
ſkilPd with himſelf in the ſubject of our inqui- 
ries; and whom his own attainments, however 
large, or his abilities, however comprehenſive, 
cannot give him a right to charge with ignorance 
or folly. To reproach men with incapacity, is 
a cheap method of anſwering their arguments, 


but a method which the rules of this houſe 


ought to exclude from our debates, as the gene- 
ral civility of the world has baniſh'd it from 
every other place of concourſe or converſation. 


'I for my part, Sir, ſhall always endeavour to 


confine my attention to the queſtion before us, 
without ſuffering my reaſon to be biaſſed, or my 
enquiries diverted by low altercations or perſonal 
annimoſities; nor when any other man deviates 
into reproachful and contemptuous language, 
ſhall I be induc'd to think more highly of either 
his arguments or capacity. 


Sir Jobn Barnard replied. 


of Sir, I have always heard it repreſented as an 


inſtance of integrity, when the tongue and 


heart move in concert, when the words are re- 
preſentations of the ſentiments; and have there- 
fore hitherto endeavour'd to explain my argu- 
ments with perſpicuity, and impreſs my ſenti- 


ments with force; I have thought it hypocriſy 
to treat ſtupidity with reverence, or to honour 


nonſenſe with the ceremony of a confutatton. 
As knavery ſo folly that is not reclaimable, is to 
be ſpeedily diſpatch*d, buſineſs is to be freed 
from obſtruction, and ſociety from a neuſance. 
Nor, Sir, when I am cenſured by thoſe whom 
may offend by the uſe of terms correſpondent 
with my ideas, will I by a tame and filent ſub- 
miſſion give reaſon to ſuſpect that I am canſcious 
a fault, but will treat the accuſation with open 
contempt, and ſhew no greater regard .to the 
abettors, than to the authors of abſurdity. That 

\ 1 decency 
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decency is of great uſe in publick debates, I ſball 
readily allow, it may ſometimes ſhelter folly from 
ridicule, and preſerve villany from publick de- 
tection 3 nor is it ever more carefully ſupport- 
ed, than when meaſures are promoted that no- 
thing can preſerve from contempt, but the ſo- 
lemnity with which they are eftabliſh*d. Decen- 
cy is a proper circumſtance; but liberty is the 
eſſence of parliamentary diſquiſitions : Liberty is 
the parent of truth; but truth and decency are 
« ſometimes at variance: All men and all propofi- 
tions are to be treated here as they deſerve; and 
there are many who have no claim either to re- 
« ſpect or decency.” ? 


„% 


Thomas Winnington, Eſq; then roſe. 


Sir, That it is improper in its own nature, and Mr. Ws 
* inconſiſtent with our conſtitution, to lay any gesch. 
man under an obligation to accuſe himſelf, can- 
© not be denied ; it 1s therefore evident, that ſome 
amendment is neceſſary to the clauſe before us. 
have for this reaſon drawn up an amendment, 
« Sir, which if approved by the committee, will, 
in my opinion, remove all the objections to this 
part of the bill, and by reconciling it with our 
natural and legal rights, I hope, induce thoſe to 
* approve it, who have hitherto oppoſed it. I 
| * therefore propoſe that theſe words ſhould be ſub- 
* ſtituted, inſtead of thoſe which are the ſubject of 
* the debate, or ſome other to this purpoſe: * That 
* no perſon ſhall be liable to be fined by virtue of 
this act, unleſs a witneſs being examined, ſhall 
make oath of the miſdemeanour or neglect.“ 
* Thus the neceſſity of examining men upon oath 
in their own cauſe, will be intirely taken away, 
© and as the clauſe will then ſtand, there will re. 
* main no ſuſpicion of injuſtice, or oppreſſion, be- 
* cauſe none can be practiſed without the concur- 
* rence of many perſons of different * 
GE ic 
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This clauſe, tho agreed to in the committee, 
was at laſt rejected. 


Horatio Walpole, Eſq; ſpoke x next to this effect: 
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| Ts 8 Mr. Chairman, 

Mr. Weil. It does not yet appear, that the gentlemen 
| =. who have engaged in this debate have ſufficient- 
þ ly attended to the exigence of our affairs, and 


the importance of the queſtion. They have 
laviſhed their oratory in declaiming upon the ab- 
ſurdity of the methods propoſed, and diſcover'd 
their ſagacity, by ſhewing how future navies 
may be ſupplied by charity-ſchools, but have 
ſubſtituted no expedients in the place of thoſe 
which they ſo warmly condemn, nor have con- 
deſcended to inform us, how we may now guard 
our coaſts, or man our fleets for immediate ſer- 
vice. There are ſome circumſtances, Sir, of the 
preſent war, which make our neceſſity of raiſing 
ſea-forces greater than in thoſe of King William, 
and the Queen that ſucceeded him. The chief 
advantages that we gained over the French in 
their wars, were the conſequences of our victo- 
ries by land. At ſea, Sir, the balance was al- 
moſt equal, tho* the Dutch fleet and ours were 
united; nor did they quit the ſea becauſe their 
fleets were deſtroy'd, but becauſe they were 
obliged to recruit their land forces with their 
failors. Should they now declare war againſt 
us, they would be under no ſuch neceſſity of de- 
frauding the ſea - ſervice, for they have now on 
foot an army of 160,000 men, which are main- 
tained at no greater expence than 40,000, by our 
government; as they are therefore, ſo formida- 
ble by land, we have no way of oppoſing them 
but by our ſea-forces. Nor is their navy ſo 
contemptible, as ſome have either by. conjecture 
or miſinformation repreſented it. The fleet 
which they have — to America, 1 
6 filts 
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e fiſts not of fewer than twenty ſhips, of which 
© the leaſt carry ſixty guns, and they are fitting 
© out now an equal number in their own ports; 
« befides, their Eaſt-India company is obliged to 
« furniſh ten ſhips. of the line, at the demand of 
the government. 8 115 
Abus it appears that we have neighbours ſuffi- 
ciently powerful to alarm us with the ſenſe of 
immediate danger ; danger which is -made more 
imminent by the expeditious methods by which 
the French man their fleets, and which we muſt 
« imitate if we hope to oppoſe them with ſuc- 
ceſs. I need not ſay how little we can depend 
upon any profeſſions of neutrality, which will be 
beſt obſerved when they cannot be ſecurely vio- 
lated; or upon the pacifick inclination of their 
miniſter z. which intereſt, perſuaſion, or caprice 
may alter, and to which it is not very honoura- 
ble to truſt” for ſafety. How can that nation 
ſink lower, which is only free becauſe it is not 
invaded by its neighbours, and retains its poſ- 
ſeflions, only becauſe no other has leiſure or in- 
clination to take them away'? If it be asked 
what can proyoke the French to interrupt us in 
the proſecution of our deſigns, and in the pu- 
niſhment of thoſe who have plunder'd and in- 
ſulted us ? it ts not only eaſy to urge the ſtrict 
alliance between the crowns, the ties of blood, 
the conformity of intereſts, and their equal ha- 
tred of the Engliſb, but another more imme- 
diate reaſon may be added. It is ſuſpected that 
under pretence of vindicating our own rights, 
we are endeavouring to gain the poſſeſſion of 
the Spaniſh dominions, and engroſs the wealth of 
the new world, and that therefore it is the in- 
tereſt of every power, whoſe ſubjects traffick to 
thoſe countries, to oppoſe us. 
Thus whether we ſucceed or fail in our at- 
tempts on America, we have the power of France 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1741, 
to apprehend. If we make conqueſts, they may 
c probably think it neceſſary to obviate the torrent 
c of our victories, and to hinder the increaſe of 
© our dominions, that they may ſecure their own 
c trade, and maintain their own influence. If we 
ſhould be defeated, of which no man, Sir, can 
deny the poſſibility, the inclination of all to in- 
falt the depreſſed, and to puſh down the fall- 
ing, is well known ; nor can it be expected that 
our hereditary enemies would negle& ſo fair an 
opportunity of attacking us. Tow they might 
tavage our coaſts, and obſtruct our trade, how 
they might triumph 1 in the channel, and block 

s up in our own ports, bombard our towns, 
and threaten us with invaſions, 1 hope I need 
not barely mention, to incite this aſſembly to 
ſuch diſpatch. i in manning our fleets, as may ſe- 
cure us at anc: from inſults, | and from terror. 
2 It i IS undoubtedly, Sir, in our power. to raiſe a 

naval force ſu ul to awe, the ocean, and re- 

« ſtrain the moſt. daring of. 0 our enemies from any 

E attempts againſt us, but this cannot be effected 
c ; by harangues, 'obj eons, and diſputations, = 

© "There is 1 Sir, more frequently the 

© ſubje& of railery by Sh ation. than the uſeleſs- 

eſs” or dang =, of a ſtanding army, to which I, 

c Ale myſelf 1 no otherwiſe inclined than by my 

© concern for the common fafety I willingly al- 

© low that not one ſoldier ought ta be ſupported. 

4 by the publick, whoſe ſervice. is not neceſſary ; 

6 but ſurely none of thoſe who declare ſo warmly. 
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FH any propoſitions for making the fleet formidable, 
that their declarations againſt the army may not 


© be thought to proceed from a reſolution to ob- 
« ſtrut the meaſures of the government, rather 
than from zeal for the conſtitution. For he that 
© equally oppoſes the eſtabliſhment of the army, 
and the improvement of the navy, declares in 
effect againſt the ſecurity of the nation; and 
though, perhaps, without deſign, expoſes his 
« countrymen to the mercy of their enemies. 


William Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke next. 


Sir, I cannot diſcover for what reaſon the bill are” Pubes 
© before us is fo vigorouſly ſupported, but muſt =9's fyeechs 


* obſerve that I have ſeldom known ſuch vehe- 
ment and continued efforts produced by mere 


© publick ſpirit, and uniningled regard for the 


© happineſs of the nation. Nothing, Sir, that can 
be urged in favour of the meaſures now propo- 
6 fed, has been omitted. When arguments are 
© confuted, precedents are cited; when precedents 
fail, the advocates for the bill have recourſe to 
© terror and neceffity, and endeavour to frighten 
* thoſe whom they cannot convince. But per- 
© haps, Sir, theſe formidable phantoms may ſoon 
be put to flight, and like the other illufions of 
* cowardice diſappear before the light. Perhaps 
* this neceſſity will be found only e and 
theſe dangers appear only the viſions of credulity, 
* or the bugbears of impoſture. | 


Jo arrive at a clear view of our preſent condi- 
© tion, it will be neceſſary, Sir, not to amuſe our- 


* ſelves with general aſſertions, or overwhelm our 


* reaſon by terrifying exaggerations : Let us con- 
© fider diſtin&ly the power and the conduct of our 
enemies, and inquire whether they do not af- 
* fright us more than they are able to hurt us. 
© That the force of Spain alone, Sir, is much to 
be dreaded, no man will aſſert; for that nation, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
© it is well known, has long been ſeized with all 
< the ſymptoms of declining power, and has been 
«* ſupported, not by its own ſtrength, but by the 
< intereſts of its neighbours. The vaſt dominions 
© of the Spaniards are only an empty ſhew; they 
© are lands without FR Ou and by conſe- 
« quence without defence; they are rather excreſ- 
< cetices than members of the nation, and receive 
« ſupport rather than communicate. In the diſtant 
© branches of their nation the government lan- 
< ouiſhes, as the vital motion in an expiring body; 
and the ſtruggles which they now make, may 
be termed rather agonies than efforts. From 
Spain therefore, unaſſiſted, we have nothing to 
apprehend, and yet from thence. we have been 
. cane with inſults and invaſions. That the 
condition of the French 1s far different, cannot 
be denied; their commerce flouriſhes, their do- 
minions are connected, their wealth increaſes, 
and their government operates with full vigour: 
Their influence is great, and their name formida- 
ble. But I cannot allow, Sir, that they have 
yet attain'd ſuch a height of power as ſhould a- 


ought to ſecure ourſelves againſt them by the 
violation of our liberties. Not to-urge that the 
loſs of freedom, and the deſtruction of our con- 
ſtitution, are the worſt conſequences that can be 
apprehended from a conqueſt, and that to a ſlave 
the change of his maſter is of no great impor- 

© tance; it is evident, that the power of France is 
of ſuch kind as can only affect us remotely, and 
conſequentially. They may fill the continent 
with alarms, and ravage the territories of Ger- 
many by their numerous armies, but can only in- 
jure us by means of their fleets, We may wait, 
Sir, without a pannick terror, though not with- 
* out ſome degree of anxiety, the event of their 
* attempts upon the neighbouring Princes, and 
| © cannot. 
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cannot be reduced to fight for our altars and our 
houſes, but by a ſecond armada, which, even 
then, the winds muſt favour, and a thouſand 
eircumſtances concur to expedite. But that no 
ſuch fleet can be fitted out by the united endea- 
vours of the whole world; that our navy, in 
its preſent ſtate, is ſuperior to any that can be 
brought againſt us, our miniſters ought not to 
be ignorant: And therefore to diſpirit the nation 


with apprehenſions of armies hovering in the air, 


and of conquerors to be wafted over by ſuper- 
natural means, is to deſtroy that happineſs which 
government was ordain'd to preſerve; to fink us 
to tameneſs and cowardice; and to betray us to 
inſults and to robberies. If our danger, Sir, be 
ſuch as has been repreſented, to whom muſt we 
impute it? Upon whom are our weakneſs, our 
poverty, and our miſeries to be charg d? Upon 
whom, but thoſe who have uſurped the direc- 
tion of affairs which they did not underſtand, 
or which their ſolicitude for the preſer vation of 
their own power hindred them from attending? 

That the Spaniards, Sir, are now enabled to 
make reſiſtance, and perhaps to inſult and depo- 
pulate our colonies; that the French have diſ- 


patched a fleet into the American ſeas to obſtruct, 


as may be conjectur'd, the progreſs of our arms, 


and that we are in danger of meeting oppoſition 
which we did not expect, is too evident to be 
conceal'd. 


But, Sir, is not the ſpirit of our enemies the 


conſequence rather of our cowardice than of 
their own ſtrength? Does not the oppoſition to 
our deſigns, by whatever nation it ſnall be made, 


ariſe from the contempt which has been brought 


upon us by our irreſolution, forbearance and de- 


lays? Had we reſented the firſt inſult, and re- 


paired our earlieſt loſſes by vigorous repriſals, 
our merchants had long ago carried on their 
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374  PARLEFAMENTARY A. 1741. 
ttraffick with ſecurity, our enemies would have 
* courted us with reſpect, and our allies ſupported 
us with confidence. Our negotiations, treaties, 
propoſals, and conceſſions, not only afforded 
: — leiſure to collect their forces, equip their 
« fleets, and fortify their coaſts; but gave them 
« likewiſe ſpirit. 8 reſiſt thoſe who could not be 
conquer d but by their own cowardice and folly. 
By our ill tim'd patience, and lingering prepara- 
tions, we encouraged. thoſe. to unite againſt us, 
who would otherwiſe have only hated, us in. ſe- 
eret; and deterr'd; thoſe from declaring. in our 
| favour, whom intereſt or gratitude might have 
inclined to aſſiſt us. For who, will ſupport thoſe 
from whom no mutual ſupport ean be expected? 
And who will expect that thoſe will defend 
< their allies, who deſert themſelves? But, Sir, 
© however late our reſentment was awakened, had 
the war been, proſecuted, vigorouſly after it was 
« declar'd, we, might have been now ſecure from 
danger, and freed from ſuſpenee, nor would any 
| thing have remained but to give laws to our 
1 enemies. 
| « From. the ſucceſs of Kam, with ſo inconſi- 
1 0 derable forces, we may conjecture what would 
« have been perform'd with an armament propor- 
1 * tioned to his undertaking; and why he was not 
C + better ſupplied, no reaſon has yet been given; 
1 nor can it be eaſily diſcover'd why we either did 
| * not begin the war before our enemies had con- 
| certed their meaſures, or delay it till we had 
formed our own, Notwithſtanding ſome op- 
| portunities have been neglected, and all the ad- 
j 98 vantages of a ſudden attack have been irrecover- 
HM ably loſt; notwithſtanding our friends, Sir, have 
| « 4 to deſpiſe and neglect us, and our ene- 
mies are animated to confidence and obftinacy, 
yet our real and intrinſick ſtrength continues the 
's ein nor ane there yet 11 preparations made 
| tos: * againk 
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"againſt us by the enemy, with views beyond 
their own ſecurity and defence. It does not yet 
appear, Sir, that our enemies, however inſolent, 


Ll 


* 


TIS) 


look upon us as the proper objects of a conqueſt, 


or that they imagine it poſſible to beſiege us in. 
our own ports, or to confine us to the defence of 


our own country. We are not therefore to have 


* 
4 
FS 
c 
* 
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recourſe to meaſures, which, if they are ever {qo 
be admitted, can be juſtified by nothing but the 
_ utmoſt diftreſs; and can only become proper, as 


the laſt and deſperate expedient. The enemy, 
Sir, ought to appear not only in our ſeas, but 
in our ports, before it can be neceſſary that one 


prey the nation ſhould be enflay'd for the pre- 


ſervation of the reſt, To deſtroy any part of 
the community, while it is in our power to pre- 


ſerve the whole, is certainly abſurd, and incon- 
ſiſtent with the equity and tenderneſs of a good 
e : And what is ſlavery leſs than de- 

ruction? What greater calamity has that man 


to expect, who has been already deprived of his 


liberty, and reduced to the level with thieves 
and murderers? With what ſpirit, Sir, will he 
draw his ſword upon his invaders, who has no- 
thing to defend? Or why ſhould he repel the 
injuries which will make no addition to his mi- 
ſery, and will fall only on thoſe to whom he is 
enſlav'd? It is well known that gratitude is the 
foundation of our duty to our country, and to 
our ſuperiors, whom we are obliged to protect 
upon ſome occafions, becauſe upon others we 
receive protection from them, and are maintain'd: 


in the quiet poſſeſſion of our fortunes, and the 


«7, 4 


ſecurity of our lives. But what gratitude is due 
to his country from a man diftinguiſh'd without a 
crime by the legiſlature, from the reſt of the peo- 


x 


| 5 and mark d out for hardſhips and oppreſſions? 
From a man who is condemn'd to labour and to 
danger, only that others may fatten with indo- 
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© lence, and ſiumber without anxiety! From a man 
who is dragged to miſery without reward, and 
hunted from his retreat, as the property of his 
maſter? 
Where gratitude, Sir, is not the motive of 
action, which may eaſily happen in minds not 
accuſtom'd to obſerve the ends of government 
and relations of ſociety, intereſt never fails to 
« prefide, which may be diftinguiſh'd from grati- 
© tude, as it regards the immediate ences 
of actions, and confines the view to preſent ad- 


* 

vantages. But what intereſt can be gratified by 
a man who is not maſter of his own actions, 
« nor ſecure in the enjoyment of his acquiſitions ? 
Why ſhould he be ſollicitous to ebe his pro- 
« perty, who may be torn from the poſſeſſion of it 
< in a moment? Or upon what motive can he act 
who will not become more happy by doing his 
< duty? Many of thoſe to whom this bill is pro- 
< pos'd to extend, have raiſed fortunes at the ex- 
« pence of their eaſe, and at the hazard of their 
„ 
0 
— 
Cc 
i 
c 


lives; and now fit at reſt, enjoying the memory 
of their paſt hardſhips, and inciting others to 
the proſecution of the ſame adventures: How 
will it be more reaſonable to drag theſe men 
from their houſes, than to ſeize any other gen- 
tleman upon his own eſtate? And how negli- 
gently will our ravigation and our commerce be 
promoted, when it is diſcover'd that either 
wealth cannot be gained by them; or, if ſo 
0 , cannot be enjoy d? 
i « But it is ſtill, urged, Sir, that there is a neceſſi- 
l ty of manning the fleet; a neceſſity which in- 
| ddeed cannot totally be denied, though a ſhort 
© delay would produce no frightful conſequences, 
© would expoſe us to no invaſions, nor diſable us 
from proſecuting the war. Yet as the neceſſity 
* at leaſt deſerves the regard of the legiſlature, let 
us conſider what motives have hitherto gain d 
bn fre | « men 
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men over to the publick ſervice; let us examine 
how our land forces are raifed, and how our 
merchants equip their ſhips. How is all this 
effeted without murmurs, mutinies, or diſcon- 
tent, but by the natural and eaſy method of of- 
fering rewards ? It may be objected, Sir, that 
rewards have been already propos'd without ef- 
fe; but, not to mention the corrupt arts which 
have been made uſe of to elude that promiſe, 
by rejecting thoſe that came to claim them, we 
can infer from their inefficacy only, that they 
were too ſmall, that they were not ſufficient to 
dazzle the attention, and withdraw it from the 
proſpect of the diſtant advantages which may a- 
riſe from the ſervice of the merchants. Let the 
reward therefore be doubled, and if it be not then 
ſufficient, doubled anew. There is nothing but 
may be bought, if an adequate price is offered; 
and we are therefore to raiſe the reward till it 


ſhall be adjudged by the failors equivalent to the 


inconveniencies of the ſervice. Let no man urge 
that this is profuſion; that it is a breach of our 
truſt, and a prodigality of the publick money. 
Sir, the money thus paid is the price of liberty 
it is diſburſed to hinder ſlavery from encroachin 
to preſerve our natural rights from infraction, and 
the conſtitution of our country from violation. 
If we vote away the privilege of one claſs a- 
mong us, thoſe of another may. quickly be de- 
manded; and flavery will advance by degrees, 
till the laſt remains of freedom ſhall be loft. 
But perhaps, Sir, it will appear upon reflection, 


that even this method needs not to be practiſed. 
It is well known, that it is not neceſſary for the 


8 


whole crew of a ſhip to be expert failors; there 
muſt be ſome novices, and many whoſe employ- 


ment has more of labour than of art. We have 


now a numerous army which burdens our coun- 
try, without defending it, and from whom we 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1747. 
may therefore draw ſupplies for the fleet, and 
diſtribute them amongſt the ſhips in juſt propor- 
tions; they may immediately aſſiſt the ſeamen, 
and will become able in a ſhort time to train up 
others. It will doubtleſs, Sir, be objected to 
this propoſal, that the continent is in confuſion, 
and that we ought to continue ſuch a force as 
may enable us to aſſiſt our allies, maintain our 
influence, and turn the fcale of affairs in the 
neighbouring countries. I know not how we 
are indebted to our allies, or by what ties we 
are obliged to aſſiſt thoſe who never aſſiſted us 
nor can I, upon mature conſideration, think it 
neceſſary to be always gazing upon the conti- 
nent, watching the motions of every potentate, 
and anxiouſly attentive to every revolution. 
There is no end, Sir, of obviating contingencies, 
of attempting to ſecure ourſelves from every poſſi- 
bility of danger. I am indeed defirous that our 
friends, if any there be that deſerve that name, 
ſhould ſucceed in their deſigns, and be protected 
in their claims; but think it ought always to be 
remembred, that our own affairs affect us imme- 
diately, theirs only by conſequence; and that 
the neareſt danger is to be firſt regarded. With 
reſpe& to the amendment offer d to this clauſe, I 
cannot ſee that it will produce any ad vantage, 
nor think any evidence ſufficient to juſtify the 
breach of our conſtitution, or ſubject any man 


to the hardſhip of having his dwelling eriter'd 


by force. And, Sir, I am not entirely ſatisfied 


of the _— and equity with which it is 


promiſed t 


at this law will be put in execution, 


or what new influence is to co- operate with this 
law, by which corruption and oppreſſion will 


be prevented: It is well known, Sir, that ma- 
ny other laws are made ineffectual by partiality 
or negligence, which remarkably appears by the 
immenſe quantities of corn that are daily carried 
l into 
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into foreign countries, by illegal exportations, 


by which traffick I am inform'd that we obtain 
moſt of our foreign gold, which in reality is 
paid us for corn by the Dutch; tho? it is ſtudi- 
ouſly repreſented to the nation as gained by our 
trafick with Portugal, Who can aſſure us, 
that this law will not be perverted after the ex- 
ample of others, and that there will not be 
wretches found that may employ it to the ex- 
tortion of money, or the gratification of re- 
venge ? 6 

Thus, Sir, I have ſhewn by what means our 
fleet may now be equip'd, and how a ſupply of 
ſailors may be perpetuated; for I cannot think 
how the boys which are educated in charity- 
ſchools: can be more properly employ'd;. a pro- 
portion may be eaſily ſelected for the ſervice, 
who will benefit the publick much more than by 


ſerving ſharpers and attorneys, and pilfering ei- 


ther at low gaming houſes, or in the inns of court. 
Since therefore it is not pretended, Sir, that this 
hill can be juſtified otherwiſe: than by neceſſity, 
and it appears that ſupplies may be raiſed. by 
other means; ſince inſtead of increafing and en- 
couraging ſeamen, nothing is propoſed that does 
not manifeſtly tend, by depreſſing and haraſſing 


them, to diminiſh their numbers; I think it 


reaſonable to declare that I ſhall continue to op- 
poſe it, and hope that every friend of liberty, or 
commerce, will concur in the oppoſition.” 


to apprehend that it will produce ſuch uniyerſal- 
diſcontent, and give occaſion to ſo many abuſes 


* as. the. honourable gentlemen by whom it is op- 
* poſed, appear to ſuſpect. It is not uncommon, - 


8 


| * Robert Walpole ſpoke next to the following 
effect: | | ; 


Sir, I have conſider'd the bill, before us with Si- Revere 
the utmoſt impartiality, and I can ſee no reaſon “ 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1741, 

« Sir, in judging of future events, and tracing 
effects from cauſes, for the moſt ſagacious to be 
miſtaken. The ſafeſt method of conjecturing 
upon the future, is to conſider the paſt, for it is 
always probable that from like cauſes like con- 
ſequences will arife. Let us therefore, Sir, ex- 
amine what injuſtice or oppreſſion has been hi- 
therto produc'd by laws of the fame kind. The 
wer of ſearching, however it is now become 

© the ſubject of loud acclamation, and pathetick 
c harangues, is no new invaſion of the rights of 
© the people, but has been already granted in its 
© utmoſt extent, for an end of no greater impor- 
© tance than the prefervation of the game: This 
formidable authority has been already truſted to 
the magiſtrate, and the nation has been already 
ſubjected to this inſupportable tyranny, only left 
© the hares and partridges ſhould be deftroy'd, 
and gentlemen be obliged to diſband their 
© hounds, and diſmiſs their ſetting dogs. Yer, 
Sir, even with regard to this power, thus exor- 
© bitant, and thus lightly granted, I have heard 
© no general complaints, nor believe that it is 
| © Jook*'d upon as a grievance by any, but thoſe 
li < whom it reſtrains from living upon the game, 
1 and condemns to maintain themſelves by a more 
1 © honeſt and uſeful induſtry. Ds 
1 « I hope, Sir, thoſe that think this law for the 
F <. preſervation of their amuſement rational and 
1 « juſt, will have at leaſt the ſame regard to the de- 
1 < fence of their country, and will not think their 
< yeniſon deſerves greater folicitude, than their 
« fortunes and their liberties. Nor is it difficult, 
© Sir, to produce inſtances of the exerciſe of this 
power, for the end which is now propoſed, 
< without any conſequences that ſhould diſcourage 
< us from repeating the experiment. I have now 
in my hand a letter, by which the Mayor and 
«. Aldermen of Briſtol are empower'd to ſeize « 

| * tne 


D E B A T E 8. 
the ſailors within the bounds of their juriſdiction, 
which order was executed without any outcries 
of oppreſſion, or apprehenfions of the approach 
of ſlavery. That this law, Sir, will be al- 
ways executed with the ſtricteſt impartiality, 
and without the leaſt regard to any private pur- 
poſes, cannot indeed be demonſtratively prov'd ; 
every law may poſſibly be abuſed by a combi- 
nation of profligates, but it muſt, I think, be 
granted, that it is drawn up with all the caution 
that reaſon, or juſtice, or the corruption of the 
preſent age requires. I know not what can be 
contriv'd better than an aſſociation of men un- 
likely to concur in their views, and intereſts. 
A juſtice of the peace, a lieutenant of a ſhip, and 
a commiſſioner of the navy, three men probably 
unknown to each other, and of which no one 
will be at all ſollicitous to deſire the reſt to unite, 
commit a crime to which no temptation can be 
readily imagined. This caution, Sir, which 
cannot but be approved, and which ſurely is 
ſome proof of judgment, and conſideration, 
ought in my opinion to have exempted the bill, 
and thoſe by whoſe afliftance it was drawn up, 
from the reproachful and indecent charge of ab- 
ſurdity, ignorance, and incapacity; terms which 
the dignity of this aflembly does not admit, 
even when they are inconteſtably juſt, and which 
ſurely ought not to be made uſe of when the 
queſtion is of a doubtful nature. The gentle- 
men, who are now intruſted with publick em- 
ployments have never yet diſcover'd that they 
are inferior to their predeceſſors in knowledge or 
integrity, nor do their characters ſuffer any di- 
minution by a compariſon with thoſe who vili 

and traduce them. Thoſe, Sir, that treat others 
with ſuch licentious contempt, ought ſurely to 
give ſome illuſtrious proof of their own abilities; 
and yet if we examine what has been produced 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. T4 1. 
on this queſtion, we ſhall find no reaſon to ad- 
* mire their ſagacity, or their knowledge. 
We have been told, Sir, that the fleet might 
properly be mann*d by a detachment from the ar- 
my, but it has not been proved that we have any 
ſuperfluous forces in the' kingdom, nor, indeed, 
will our army be found ſufficiently numerous, if 
by neglecting to equip our fleet, we give our 
enemies an opportunity of entering our country. 
If it be enquir'd what neceſſity there is for our 
preſent forces? what expeditions are deſign'd? or 
what dangers are fear d? I ſhall not think it my 
duty to return any anſwer. It is, Sir, the great 
unhappineſs of our conſtitution, that our deter- 
minations cannot be kept ſecret, and that our 
enemies may always form conjectures of our 
 defigns, by knowing our preparations; but ſure- 
ly more is not to be publiſn'd than neceſſity ex- 
torts, and the government has a right to conceal 
what it would injure the nation to diſeover. 
Nor can I, Sir, approve the method of levying 
failors by the incitement of an exorbitant re- 
ward, a reward to be augmented at the pleaſure 
of thoſe who are to receive it. For what can 
be the conſequence of ſuch prodigality, but 
that thoſe to whom the largeſt ſum is of- 
fer'd, will yet refuſe their ſervice in expectation 
of a greater. The reward already propoſed, is, 
in my opinion, the utmoſt ſtretch of liberality; 
and all beyond may be cenſured as profuſion. 
It is not to be imagin'd, Sir, that all theſe ob- 
jections were not made, and anſwer'd, in the 
reign of the late Queen, when a bill of the ſame 
nature was propoſed; they were anſwer'd at 
leaſt by the neeeſſity of thoſe times, which ne- 
ceſſity has now return'd upon us. We do not 
find that it produced any conſequences ſo for- 
midable and deſtructive, that they ſhould for 
ever diſcourage us from attempting der 
. | « forces 
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forces by the ſame means; it was then readily 
* enacted, and executed without oppoſition, and 
* without complaints; nor do I believe that any 
* meaſures can be propoſed of equal efficacy, and 
« leſs ſeverity? . ee e 
Samuel Sandys, Eſq; replied in ſubſtance as 


6) 


follows: 


Sir, Whether the precedents produced in de- — 8 


« fence of this bill, will have more weight than 
« the arguments, muſt be ſhewn by a careful ex- 
« amination, which will perhaps diſcover that the 
order ſent to the magiſtrates of - Briſtol convey'd 
no new power, nor ſuch as is in any reſpect 
parallel to that which this bill is intended to 
confer. They were only enjoined to enquire 
with more than uſual ſtrictneſs, after ſtrollers 
and vagabonds, ſuch as the law has always ſub- 
jected to puniſnment, and ſend them to the fleet, 
inſtead of any other place of correction; a me- 


6 


* thod, which may now be purſued without dan- | 


ger, oppoſition, or complaint. But for my 
part, I am not able, upon the cloſeſt. attention 
« to the preſent ſcene of affairs, to find out the 
« neceſſity of extraordinary methods of any kind. 


The fears of an invaſion from F#ance, are in. 


my opinion, Sir, merely chimerical; from their 
© fleet in America, the coaſts of England have no- 


thing to fear, and after the numerous levies of 


ſeamen by which it was fitted out, it is not yet 


+ probable that they can ſpeedily ſend out ano- 


* ther, We know, Sir, that the number of ſea- 
men depends upon the extent of commerce, and 
* ſurely there is as yet no ſuch diſproportion be- 
tween their trade and ours, as that they ſhould 
2 be able to furniſ out a naval armament with 
much greater expedition than ourſelves. In 
: America. our forces are at leaſt equal to theirs, 
* ſo that it is not very probable, that after the 
IS, OY total 
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: PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
© total deſtruction of our fleet, by them, they 


< diately to ſet fail for the channel, and inſult us 
© in our own ports; to effect this, Sir, they muſt 
not only conquer us, but conquer us without re- 
ſiſtance. If they do not interrupt us in our 
attempts, nor expoſe themſelves to an engag- 
ment, they may indeed return without ſuffer- 
ing great damages, but I know not how they 
can leave the ſhores of America unobſerv'd, 
or pour an unexpected invaſion upon us. If 
they continue there, Sir, they cannot hurt us, 
and when they return, we may prepare for their 
© reception. There are men, I know, Sir, who 
© have reaſon to think highly of the French po- 
< licy, and whoſe ideas may be exalted to a belief 
< that they can perform impoſſibilities; but I have 
© not yet prevailed upon myſelf to conceive that 
they can act inviſibly, or that they can equip 
© a fleet by ſorcery, collect an army in a moment, 
and defy us on our on coaſt, without any per- 
e ceptible preparation s 
Then Sir Charles Wager ſpoke thus: 

The calamities produced by diſcord, and 
contention, need not to be pointed out, but it 
< may be proper to reflect upon the conſequences 
of a houſe divided againſt itſelf, that we may 
< endeavour to avoid them. Unanimity is pro- 
* duced by nothing more powerful than by im- 
pending danger, and therefore it may be uſeful 


to ſhew thoſe who ſeem at preſent in profound 


« ſecurity, that the power of France is more 
< formidable than they are willing to allow. 
My age, Sir, enables me to remember many 


tranſactions of the wars in the late reigns, to 


© which many gentlemen are ſtrangers, or of 
vhich they have only imperfect ideas from hiſ- 
« tory and tradition. In the ſecond year of the 

« reign 


© ſhould be ſo little injur'd, as to be able imme- 
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« reign of King William, the French gained a vic- 
| © tory over the united fleets of the maritime 
powers, which gave them for the ſummer fol- 
_ © lowing the dominion of the channel, enabled 
© them to ſhut up our merchants in their ports, 
and produced a total ſuſpenſion of our com- 
merce. Thoſe, Sir, to whom the importance of 
© trade is ſo well known, will eaſily apprehend 
the weight of this calamity, and will, I hope, 
« reje& no meaſures that have a manifeſt tendency 
to prevent it. Our ſhips, Sir, do not lie uſeleſs 
< becauſe there is any want of ſeamen in the na- 
« tion, but becauſe any ſervice is preferr'd to 
that of the publick. There are now to my 
knowledge in one town on the weſt coaſt, no 
fewer than twelve hundred ſailors, of which 
« ſurely a third part may be juſtly claimed by the 
© publick intereſt; nor do I know why they who 
obſtinately refuſe to ſerve their country, ſhould 
© be treated with ſo much tenderneſs. It is more 
« reaſonable that they ſhould ſuffer by their re- 
« fuſal, than that the general happineſs ſhould be 


* endanger'd.? 


Edward Southwell, Eſq; ſpoke next to the fol- 


| lowing effect: | 
| Sir, When any authority ſhall be lodged in f, bes 
ö my hands to be exerciſed for the publick benefit, 


* I ſhall always endeavour to exert it with honeſty 
and diligence; but will never be made the inſtru- 


- 

1l ment of oppreſſion, nor execute any commiſ- 
d * fon of | tyranny, or | injuſtice. As therefore 
re the power of ſearching is to be placed in the 


. 


hands of juſtices of the peace, I think it neceſſary 
to declare, that I will never perform ſo hateful 
a part of the office, and that if this bill becomes 
a law, I will retire from the place to which my 
1 is 3 way than contribute to 
the miſeries af my fellow ſubjects 
Vol. xx. 4 Cc Then 
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386 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
Then George Lyttelton, Eſq; ſpoke as follows : : 


Mr, Lyttel- Sir, All the arguments which have been of- 
zon's ſpeech. & fer*d in ſupport of this bill, are reduced at laſt 
to one conſtant aſſertion of the neceſſity of paſ- 
c fing it. We have been told, Sir, with great ac- 
« cuteneſs, that a war cannot be carried on without 
+ men, and that ſhips are uſeleſs without ſailors; 
© and from thence it is inferr'd that the bill is ne- 
« ceſfary. That forces are by ſome means neceſſary 
* to be raiſed, the warmeſt opponents of the bill 
« will not deny, but they cannot therefore allow 
the inference, that the methods now, propoſed 
© are neceſſary. They, are of opinion, Sir, that 
J cruel and oppreſſive meaſures can never be juſti- 
+ fied, till all others have been tried without effect; 
« they think that the law when it was. formerly 
« paſt, was, unjuſt, and are  convinc'd, by obſer- 
* 'ving that it never was reviv'd,. and that it was 
3 by experience diſcover'd to be uſeleſs. | 
« Neceſlity, abſolute neceſſity, is a formidable 
+ ſound, and may terrify the weak and timorous 
© into filence and compliance; but it will be found 
pon reflection, to be often nothing but an idle 
1 10 int, to amuſe and to delude us, and that what 
is repreſented as neceſſary to the publick, is 
_ *:oply ſomething convenient to men in power. 
Neceſſity, Sir, has heretofore been produc'd as 
a plea for that which could be no otherwiſe de- 
© fended, In the days of King Charles I. ſhip- 
money was declar'd to be legal, becauſe it was 
8 5 necelfary. | Such, was the reaſoning of the law- 
* yers, and the determination of the judges; 
1 6 but the Parliament, a Parliament of Patriots 
| Without fear, and without corruption, and in- 
« fluenc'd only by a ſincere regard for the publick, 
. 1 were of a different opinion, and neither admit- 
4 © ted the lawfulneſs nor neceſſity. It will er 
1 us on this o to act { with. * vigour, and 
1 6 con- 
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© convince our country men, that we proceed upon 


the ſame principles, and that the liberties of the 
people are our chief care. I hope we ſhall unite 
in defeating any attempts that may impair the 
© rights which every Engliſhman boaſts as his 
© birth-right, and reje& a law which will be equal- 
ly dreaded and deteſted with the inquifition of 
© Spain.” 


Sir William Yonge ſpoke next, to this effect: 
« Sir, Tho? many particular clauſes of this bill 


© have been diſapproved and oppoſed, ſome with ſpecch. 


more and ſome with leſs reaſon, yet the committee 
© has hitherto agreed, that a bill for this purpoſe 
< is neceſſary in the preſent ate of our affairs; 
upon this principle we have proceeded thus far, 
« ſeveral gentlemen have propoſed their opinions, 
© contributed their obſervations, and labour'd as 
in an affair univerſally admitted to be of high 
importance to the general proſperity. But now, 
« Sir, when ſome of the difficulties are ſurmounted, 
* ſome expedients luckily ſtruck out, ſome objec- 
tions removed, and the great defign brought 
nearer to execution, we are on a ſudden inform'd 
that all our labour is ſuperfluous, that we are 
amuſing ourſelves with uſeleſs conſultations, 
providing againſt calamities that can never hap- 


La 


that therefore the queſtion before us is of no 
importance, and the bill ought, without farther 


& 
£ 
c 
« 
pen, and raifing bulwarks without an enemy, 
& 
0 
o 


examination, to be totally rejected. hs 

* I ſuppoſe, Sir, I ſhall be readily believed, when 
1 declare that I ſhall willingly admit any argu- 
ments, that may evince our ſafety; but in pro- 
portion as real freedom from danger is to be de- 
* fired, a ſupine and indolent neglect of it is to 
© be dreaded and avoided; and I cannot but fear 
that our enemies are more formidable and more 
malicious, than the gentlemen that oppoſe this 
C c 2 bill 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 


© bill have repreſented them. This bill can only 
be oppoſed upon the ſuppoſition that it gives a 
© ſanction to ſeverities more rigorous than our 
< preſent circumſtances require; for nothing can 
be more fallacious or invidious than a compari- 
ſon of this law with the demand of ſhip- money, 
a demand contrary to all law, and enforced by 
the manifeſt exertion of arbitrary power. How 
has the conduct of his preſent Majeſty any re- 
ſemblance with that of King Charles I.? Is 
any money levied by order of the council? 
Are the determinations. of the judges ſet in op- 
poſition to acts of Parliament? Is any man in- 
jur'd in his property by an unlimited extenſion 
of the prerogative? or any tribunal eſtabliſhed 
ſuperior to the laws of the nation? To draw 
parallels, Sir, where there is no reſemblance, and 
to accuſe by inſinuations where there is no ſha- 
dew of a crime, to raiſe outcries when no in- 
jury is attempted, and to deny a real neceſſity 
| becauſe it was once pretended for a bad purpoſe, 
is ſurely not to advance the publick ſervice, 
which can only be promoted by juſt reaſonings, 
and calm reflections, not by ſophiſtry and fatire, 
by infinuations without ground, and by inſtances 


© beſide the purpoſe.” 
George Lyttelton, Eſq; anſwerd. 


Sir, True zeal for the ſervice of the publick 
© is never diſcover'd by colluſive ſubterfuges and 
malicious repreſentations ; a mind attentive to 
© the common good, would hardly, on an occafion 
© like this, have been at leiſure to pervert an harm- 
< leſs illuſtration, and extract diſaffection from a 
© caſual remark. It is, indeed, not impoſſible, Sir, 
© that I might expreſs myſelf obſcurely, and it 
© may be therefore neceſſary to declare that I in- 
© tended no diſreſpectful reflection on the conduct 
© of his Majeſty, but muſt obſerve at the ſame 
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time, that obſcure or inaccurate expreſſions ought 
always to be interpreted in the moſt inoffenſive 
meaning, and that to be too ſagacious in diſco- 
vering concealed inſinuations, is no great proof 
of ſuperior integrity. Wiſdom, Sir, is ſeldom 
captious, and honeſty ſeldom ſuſpicious; a man 
capable of comprehending the whole extent of a 

ueſtion, diſdains to divert his attention by tri- 
fling obſervations, and he that is above the prac- 
tice of little arts, or the motions of petty ma- 
lice, does not eafily imagine them incident to 
another. That in the queſtion of ſhip-money 


neceſſity was pretended, cannot be denied; and 


therefore all that I aſſerted, which was only that 
the nation had been once terrified without rea- 
ſon, by the formidable ſound of neceflity, is 
evident and unconteſted, When a fraud has 
once been practiſed, it is of uſe to remember it, 
that we may not twice be deceiv*d by the ſame 


artifice, and therefore I mentioned the plea of ne- 


ceſſity, that it may be inquir'd whether it is now 
more true than before. That the Parliament, 


Sir, and not the Judges, is now applied to, is no 
proof of the validity of the arguments which 


have been produced, for in the days of ſhip- 


c 


„ 
5 
* 


„ R aA K && £8 


money, the conſent of Parliament had been 
aſked had there been any proſpect of obtaining 
it; but the court had been convinced by fre- 
quent experiments, of the inflexibility of the 


Parliament, and deſpaired of influencing them 


by proſpects of advantage, or intimidating them 
by frowns or menaces. May this and every fu- 
ture Parliament imitate their conduct, and like 
them, diſtinguiſh between real and pretended 
neceſſity ; and let us not be terrified by idle ela- 
mours into the eſtabliſhment of a law at once 
uſeleſs and oppreſſive.” 
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Sir William Yonge replied. 


Sir, That I did not intend to miſrepreſent 
the meaning of the honourable gentleman, I 
hope it is not neceſſary to declare; and that 1 
have in reality been guilty of any miſrepreſen- 
tation, I am not yet convinced. If he did not 
intend a parallel between ſhip- money, and the 

eſent bill, to what purpoſe was his obſervation? 
And if he did intend it, was it not proper to ſhew 
there was no reſemblance, and that all which 
could be inferred from it was therefore fallacious 
and inconcluſive? Nor do I only differ, Sir, in 
opinion with the honourable gentleman with re- 
lation to his compariſon of meaſures, which 
have nothing in common with each other; but 
will venture to declare that he is not more accu- 
rate in his citations from hiſtory. The King 
did not apply to the judges, becauſe the Parlia- 
ment would not have granted him the money 
that he demanded, but becauſe his chief ambi- 


tion was to govern the nation by the prerogative 


alone, and to free himſelf and his deſcendants 
from parliamentary inquiries. That this ac- 
count, Sir, 18 juſt, I am confident the hiſtories of 
thoſe times will diſcover z and therefore any in- 
vidious compariſon between that Parliament and 
any other, is without foundation in reaſon or in 
truth.” | 
Then Mr. Bathurſt ſpoke as follows : 


Sir, That this law will eaſily admit, | in the 


execution of it, ſuch abuſes as will over- balance 


the benefits, may readily be proved ; and it will 
not be conſiſtent with that regard to the publick, 
expected from us by thoſe whom we repreſent, 
to enact a law which may probably become an 
inſtrument of oppreſſion. The ſervant by whom 
am now attended, may be termed, according 

5 «0 
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thoſe whom exciſes and riot acts cannot ſubdue. 
I think it, Sir, not improper to declare, that I 
would by force oppoſe the execution of a law 


fend them; that I would call my neighbours 
to my aſſiſtance; and treat thoſe who ſhould 
attempt to enter without my conſent, as thieves, 
ruffians, and murderers.? 


The Lord Gage ſpoke to this effect: 


« to the determination of the vindicators of this 
bill, a ſeafaring- man, having been once in the 
« Weſt-Indies ; and he may therefore be forced 
from my ſervice, and dragged into a ſhip by 
« the authority of a juſtice of the peace, perhaps 
of ſome abandon'd proftitute, dignified with a 
commiſſion only to influence elections, and awe 


like this; that I would bar my doors and de- 


391 


« Sir, It is well known that by the laws of this Lora Gage's 


a crime, and that the debtor has only this ad- 
vantage over the felon, that he cannot be per- 
ſued into his dwelling, nor be forced from the 
ſhelter of his own houſe. I think it is univer- 
fally agreed, that the condition of a man in 
debt is already ſufficiently miſerable, and that he 
would be more worthy of the legiſlative power 
to contrive alleviations of his hardſhips than ad- 
ditions to them; and it ſeems therefore no in- 
conſiderable objection to this bill, that by con- 
ferring the power of entering houſes by force, 
it may give the harpies of the law an opportu- 
nity of entering, in the tumult of an impreſs, 
and of dragging a debtor to a noiſom priſon, 


under pretence of forcing failors into the ſervice 
of the crown.” ond 


Robert Tracy, Eſq, then ſaid. 


nation, poverty is in ſome degree conſider'd as Pech. 


Sir, That ſome law for the ends propoſed by Mr. Ba. 
* the bill before us is neceſſary, a net: ke ꝙs ſpeech, 
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we can doubt, after the declarations of the ad- 


mirals, who are fully acquainted with the ſer- 
vice for which proviſion is to be made, and of 
the miniſtry, whoſe knowledge of the preſent 
ſtate of our own ſtrength, and the deſigns of 
our enemies, is doubtleſs more exact than they 
can acquire who are not engaged in publick em- 
ployments. If therefore the meaſures now pro- 
poſed are neceſſary, tho? they may not be agree- 
able to the preſent diſpoſitions of the people, 
for whoſe preſervation they are intended, I ſhall 


think it my duty to concur in them, that the 


publick ſervice may not be retarded, nor the 
ſafety of a whole nation hazarded, by a ſcrupu- 
lous attention to minute objections.” 


Alexander Hume Campbell, Eſq; ſpoke as fol- 


lows: | 
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Sir, I have often, amidſt my elogies on Bri- 
tifh liberty, and my declarations of the excel- 
lence of our conſtitution, the impartiallity of our 
government, and the efficacy of our laws, been 


reproached by foreigners with the practice of im- 


preſſes, as an hardſhip which would raiſe a re- 
bellion in abſolute monarchies, and kindle thoſe 
nations into madneſs, that have for many ages 
known no other law than the will of their 
Princes: A hardſhip which includes impriſon- 
ment and ſlavery, and to which therefore no 
aggravations ought to be added. But if juſtice 
and reaſon, Sir, are to be overborn by neceſſity; 
if neceſſity is to ſtop our ears againſt the com- 
plaints of the oppreſſed, and harden our hearts 
at the fight of their miſery, let it at leaſt not 
deſtroy our memories, nor deprive us of the ad- 
vantages of experience, Let us inquire, Sir, 
what were the effects of this hateful authority, 
when it was formerly conſign'd to the magi- 
ſtrates. Were our fleets mann'd in an moon s 

| | « Were 


Were our harbours immediately crouded with 
ſailors? Did we ſurprize our enemies by our 
« expedition, and make conqueſts before an inva- 
ſion could be ſuſpected ? I have heard, Sir, of, 
no ſuch conſequences, nor of any advantages 

| © which deſerved to be purchaſed by tyranny and 
« oppreſſion. We have found that very few were 
« procured by the magiſtrates, and the charge of 
© ſeizing and conveying was very conſiderable, 
and therefore cannot but conclude, that illegal 
meaſures, which have been once tried without 
ſucceſs, ſhould, for a double reaſon, never be re- 
F vive : | 


Sir John Barnard ſpoke to this effect: 
Sir, It is not without regret that I riſe ſo of- Sir Job- 


* ten on this occaſion; for to diſpute with thoſe 3 
* whoſe determinations are not influenc'd by rea- 
* ſon, is a ridiculous taſk, a tireſome labour, with- 
out proſpe& of reward. But as an honourable 
* gentleman has lately remark*d, that by denying 
the neceſſity of the bill, inſtead of making ob- 
jections to particular clauſes, the whole deſign of 
5 — expedients to ſupply the ſea - ſervice is at 
* once defeated: I think it neceſſary to remind 
* him, that I have made many objections to this 
* bill, and ſupported them by reaſons which have 
not yet been anſwer'd. But I ſhall now no 
* longer confine my remarks to fingle errors, but 
* obſerve that there is one general defect, by 
* which the whole bill is made abſurd and uſeleſs. 
© For the foundation of a law like this, Sir, the de- 
* ſcription of a ſeaman ought to be accurately laid 
down, it ought to be declared what acts ſhall 
* ſubje@ him to that denomination, and by what 
means, after having once inliſted himſelf in this 
unhappy claſs of men, he may withdraw into a 
more ſecure and happy ftate of life. Is a man, 
who has once only loſt fight of the ſhore, to be 
for 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
© for ever hunted as a ſeaman? Is a man, who by 
< traffick' has enriched a family, to be forced from 
© his poſſeſſions by the authority of an impreſs ? 
© Is a man who has purchas'd an eſtate, and built 
< a ſeat, to ſolicit the Admiralty for a protection 
from the neighbouring conſtable? Such queſtions 


_ © as theſe, Sir, may be aſk'd, which the bill before 


© us will enable no man to anſwer. If a bill for 
this purpoſe be truly neceſſary, let it at leaſt be 


© freed from ſuch offenſive abſurdities, let it be 


drawn up in a form as different as is poſſible from 
< that of the bill before us, and at laſt I am far 


from imagining that a law will be contrived not 
injurious to individuals, nor detrimental to the 
* © publick; not contrary to the firſt principles of 

our eſtabliſhment, and not loaded with folly and 


Mr. Vyner's 


< abſurdities.*” 
Robert Vyner, Eſq; then ſpoke. 


Sir, A definition of a ſeaman is ſo neceſſary in 
© 2 bill for this purpoſe, that the omiſſion of it 


« will defeat all the methods that can be ſuggeſted. 


How ſhall a law be executed, or a penalty in- 
flicted, when the magiſtrate has no certain marks 
* whereby he may diſtinguiſh a criminal; and 
when even the man that is proſecuted may not be 
conſcious of guilt, or know that the law extend- 


ed to him, which be is charged with having 


* offended ? If in defining a ſeaman on the pre- 
« {ent occaſion, it be thought proper to have any 
regard to the example of our predeceffors, whoſe 
< wiſdom has in this debate been ſo much magni- 
« fied; it may be obſerved that a ſeaman has beer 
© formerly defined, a man who haunts the ſeas, 
© a definition which ſeems to imply habit, and 
© continuance, and not to comprehend a man who 
© has perhaps never gone more than a ſingle 
+ voyage. But tho? this definition, Sir, ſhould be 
added to the amendments already propoſed, 5 
—— a ö © the 


V 


A. rm DEBATES. 


« the bill thereby be brought ſomewhat nearer to 
the conſtitutional principles of our govern- 
ment; I cannot yet think it ſo much rectified, - 
as that the hardſhips will not out-weigh the 
benefits, and therefore ſhall continue to oppoſe 
the bill, tho? to ſome particular clauſes I have 


© no objection.” 


Next day, being the 1oth, the houfe reſolved 
itſelf again into the ſaid committee, and Sir 5. 
Charles Wager offered the above clauſe for limit- ae - 


ing ſailors wages in the merchants ſervice to 
thirty-five Shillings per month, which he intro- 
duced with a ſpeech to the following purpoſe. 


Mr. . 


Sir, The neceſſity of this clauſe muſt be ſo Sir chen 
apparent to every gentleman acquainted with 
naval and commercial affairs, that as no oppo- 
ſition can be apprehended, very few arguments 
will be requiſite to introduce it. 
the publick calamities of war are improved by 
the ſailors to their own private advantage, 
how generally they ſhun the publick ſervice, 
in hopes of receiving exorbitant wages from 
the merchants, and how much they extort 
from the merchants, by threatening to leave 

their ſervice for that of the crown, is univer- 
ſally known to every officer of the navy, and 
every commander of a trading veſſel. 
therefore, Sir, to reſtrain them in time of war 
from ſuch exorbitant demands, to deprive them 
of thoſe proſpects which have often no other 
effect than to lull them in idleneſs, while they 
ſkulk about in expectation of higher wages, 
and to hinder them from deceiving themſelves, 
embarraſſing the merchants, and neglecting the 
general intereſt of their country, is undoubtedly 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
< publick, it is neceſſary to prevent the greateſt 
calamity that can fall upon a people, to pre- 

ferve us from receiving laws from the moſt im- 
lacable of our enemies ; and it is juft, becaufe 
with reſpect to particular men it has no ten- 
dency but to ſuppreſs idlenefs, fraud, and ex- 
tortion.” 


Henry Fox, Eſq; ſpoke next. 


Sir, I have no objection to any part of this 
clauſe, except the day propoſed for the com- 
mencement; to make a law againſt any perni- 
cious practice, to which there are ſtrong temp- 
tations, and to give thoſe whoſe intereſt may 
incite them to it, time to effect their ſchemes, 
before the law ſhall begin to operate, ſeems 
not very conſiſtent with wiſdom or vigilance. 
It is not denied, Sir, that the merchants are 
betrayed by that regard to private intereſt 
which prevails too frequently over nobler views, 
to bribe away from the ſervice of the crown by 
large rewards, thoſe failors whoſe aſſiſtance is 
now ſo neceſſary to the publick, and therefore 
it is not to be imagined that they will not em- 
- ploy their utmoſt diligence to improve the in- 
terval which the bill allows in making con- 
tracts for the enſuing year, and that the failors 
will not eagerly engage themſelves before this 
law ſhall preclude their proſpects of advantage. 
As therefore to make no law, and to make a 
* law that will not be obſerved, is in conſequence 
the ſame, and the time allow'd by the clauſe, 
as it now ſtands, may make the whole provi- 
© ſton ineffectual, it is my opinion, that either it 
© ought to begin to operate to-morrow, or that we 
bought to leave the whole affair in its preſent 


« ſtate.” 
Then Sir Robert Walpole ſpoke as follows. 


« Sir, 
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Sir, Nothing has a greater appearance of in- Sr Maes 
« juſtice, than to puniſh men by virtue of laws | 
© with which they were not acquainted ; the law, 
« therefore, is always ſuppoſed to be known by 
© thoſe who have offended it, becauſe it is the 
« duty of every man to know it, and certainly 
it ought to be the care of the legiſlature, that 
«* thoſe whom a law will affect, may have a poſ- 
« ſibility of knowing it, and that thoſe may not 
be puniſhed for failing in their duty, whom 
nothing but inevitable ignorance has betrayed 
into offence. But if the operation of this law 
* ſhould commence to-morrow, what numbers 
may break it, and ſuffer by the breach of it 
« involuntarily, and without deſign z and how 
« ſhall we vindicate ourſelves from having been 
acceſſary to the crime which we cenſure and 
« puniſh?” | 


Henry Fox, Eſq; reply'd. 


« Sir, I ſhall not urge in defence of my mo- Mr. Fox's 
tion what is generally known, and has been _ 
frequently inculcated in all debates upon this 
bill, that private conſiderations ought always 
to give way to the neceſſities of the publick z 
for I think it ſufficient to obſerve, that there is 
a diſtinftion to be made between puniſhments 
and reſtraints, and that we never can be too 
* early 1n the prevention of pernicious practices, 
tho* we may ſometimes delay to puniſh them. 

The law will be known to-morrow to far the 

greateſt number of thoſe who may be tempted 

to defeat it; and if there be others that breaks 

it ignorantly, how . will they find themſelves 

injured by being only obliged to pay leſs than 

they promiſed, which is all that I ſhould pro- 

poſe without longer warning? The debate 

upon this particular will be ar length reduced 

to a queſtion, Whether a law for this purpoſe 
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398 : PARLIAMENTAR y A. 1741, 
* 1s juſt and expedient ? If a law be neceſſary, it 
© 1s neceſſary that it ſhould be executed, and it 

| can be executed only by e to- mor. 

i © row. | 


Pen a Ee = or non 
F Lo) 


ED 
—— 


The Lord Baltimore { poke thus. 


1 © Sir, It appears to me of no great importance 

how foon the operation of the law commences, 

or how long it is delayed, becauſe I ſee no rea- 

« ſon for imagining that it will at any time pro- 

duce the effects propoſed by it. It has been 

the amuſement, Sir, of a great part of my 

© life, to converſe with men whoſe inclinations 

* employments have made them well ac- 

© quainted'with maritime affairs, and amidſt in- 

< numerable other ſchemes for the promotion of 

trade, have heard ſome for the regulation of 

: * Wages in trading ſhips, ſchemes at the firſt ap- 

< pearance plauſible and: likely to ſucceed, but 

_ © upon a nearer inquiry evidently intangled with 

© inſuperable difficulties, and never to be execu- 

© ted without danger of injuring the commerce 

© of the nation. The clauſe, Sir, now before us 

© contains, in my opinion, one of thoſe viſionary 

6 Proviſions, which however infallible they may 

*: appear, will be eaſily defeated, and will have 

no other effect than to promote cunning and 

© fraud, and to teach men thoſe acts of colluſion 

© with which they would l never have 
been acquainted.” 


Richard Lockwood, Eſq; ſpoke to this effect. 


Mr. Lei. Sit, I agree with the honourable gentleman 
by whom this clauſe has been offered, that the 
end for which it is propoſed, is worthy of the 
cloſeſt attention of the legiſlative power, and 
that the evils, of which the prevention is now | 
endeavoured, may in ſome meaſure not only 


obſtruct our traffick, but TE our at 
© an 
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A. 1741. DE B A F 399 
« and ſhall e very readily concur in any 
< meaſures for this purpoſe, that ſhall not appear 
< either unjuſt or ineffectual. Whether this 

« clauſe will be ſufficient to reſtrain all eluſive 
contracts, and whether all the little artifices of 
< intereſt are ſufficiently obviated, I am yet una- 
ble to determine; but by a deten upon the 

< multiplicity of relations to be conſidered, and 
the variety of circumſtances to be adjuſted i in a 

« proviſion of this kind, I am inclined to think, 
that it is not the buſineſs of a tranſient inquiry, 
or of a ſingle clauſe, but that it will demand a 


* ſeparate law, and engage the deliberation and 
regard of this whole aſſembly ? 


Sir John Barnard ſaid. 
« Sir, Notwithſtanding the i 1mpatience and re- Jun 


ſentment with which ſome men ſee their miſ- ge: 3 


* 

takes and ignorance detected, notwithſtandin 
the reverence which negligence and haſte are 
* ſaid to be intitled to from this aſſembly, I ſhall 
declare once more, without the apprehenſion of 
* being confuted, that this bill was drawn up 
[5 


without confideration; and is defended without 
being underſtood; that after all the amend- 
ments which have been admitted, and all the 
additions. propoſed, it will be oppreſſive and 


ineffectual, a chaos of abſurdities, and a mo- 
* nument of i ignorance.” 


Sir Robert Walpole 3 


« Sir, The preſent buſineſs of this adembiy is Sir kt 
to examine the clauſe before us; ; but to de- Zr? 
viate from ſo neceſſary an inquiry into loud ex- 
clamations againſt the whole bill, is to obſtruct 
the courſe of the debate, to perplex our atten- 
tion, and interrupt the houſe in its deliberation 
upon queſtions, in the determination of which 
: the — of the publick is nearly concerned, 
I The 


reply. 
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Then war, Sir, in which we are how Engaged, 
and, I may add, engaged by the general re- 
« queſt of the whole nation, can be profecuted 
only by the aſſiſtance of the ſeamen, from 
whom it is not to be expected that they will ſa- 
crifice their immediate advantage to the ſecu- 


rity of their country. Publick ſpirit, where i It 


is to be found, is the reſult of reflexion, re- 
find by ſtudy, and exalted by education, and 
is not to be hoped for among thoſe whom low 
fortune has condemned to perpetual drudgery. 
It muſt be therefore neceſſary to ſupply the de- 
fects of education, and to produce” by ſalutary 
coercions thoſe effects which it is vain to expect 
from other cauſes. That the ſervice of the 
ſailors will be ſet up to ſale by auction, and 


that the merchants will bid againſt the govern- 


ment, is inconteſtable; nor is there any doubt 


that they will be able to offer the higheſt price, 


becauſe they will take care to repay themſelves 
by raiſing the value of their goods. Thus, 
without ſome reſtraint upon the merchants, our 
enemies, who are not debarred by their form 
of government from any method which policy 
can invent, or abſolute power put in execution, 
will preclude all our deſigns, and ſet at defi- 
ance a nation ſuperior to themſelves.” 


Sir Jobn Barnard then ſaid. 


Sir, I think myſelf obliged by my duty to 
my country, and by my gratitude to thoſe by 
whoſe induſtry we are inriched, and by whoſe 
courage we are defended, to make once more 
a declaration, not againſt particular clauſes, not 
againſt ſingle circumſtances, but againſt the 
whole bill; a bill unjuſt and oppreſſive, ab- 
ſurd and ridiculous; a bill to harraſs the induſ- 


trious, and diſtreſs the honeſt, to puzzle the 


Wiles and add power to the cruel ; a bill which 


cannot 


| A. 1741. DE BAT E S. 
cannot be read without aſtoniſnment, nor paſſed 
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without the violation of our conſtitution, and 
an equal diſregard of policy and humanity. 
All theſe aſſertions will need to be proved only 
by a bare peruſal of this hateful bill, by which 
the meaneſt, the moſt worthleſs reptile, ex- 
alted to a petty office by ſerving a wretch only- 
ſuperior to him in fortune, is enabled to fluſh 
his authority by. tyrannizing over thoſe who 
every hour deſerve the publick acknowledg- 
ments of the community ; to intrude upon the 
retreats of brave men, fatigued and exhauſted 
by honeſt. induſtry, to drag them out with all 
the wantonneſs of groveling authority, - and 
chain them to the oar without a moment's re- 
ſpite, . or perhaps oblige them to . purchaſe, 
with the gains of a dangerous voyage, or the 
plunder of an enemy lately conquer'd, a ſhort 
interval to ſettle their affairs, or bid their chil- 
dren farewel. Let any gentleman in this 
houſe, let thoſe, Sir, who now ſit at eaſe, pro- 
jecting laws of oppreſſion, and conferring up- 
on their own ſlaves ſuch licentious authority, 
pauſe a few moments, and imagine themſelves 
expoſed to the ſame hardſhips by a power ſu- 
perior to their own; let them conceive them- 
ſelves torn from the tenderneſs and careſſes of 
their families by mid-night irruptions, dragg'd 
in triumph through the ſtreets by a deſpicable 
officer, and placed under the command of thoſe 
by whom they have perhaps been already. op- 
preſſed and inſulted. Why ſhould we imagine 


that the race of men, for whom theſe cruel- 


ties are preparing, haye leſs. ſenſibility than 
ourſelves? Why ſhould ve believe that FEY 
will ſuffer without complaint, and be injur* 

without reſentment ? Why ſhould we conceive 
that they will not at once deliver themſelves, 
and puniſh their oppreſſors, by deſerting that 
You. MM. d © country 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 7741. 
eountry where they are conſider'd as felons, 
and laying hold on thoſe rewards and privi- 
* Teges' which no other government will deny 

them? This is indeed the only tendency, what- 
ever may have been the intention of the bill 
* now before us; for I know not whether the 
© moſt refin'd ſagacity can diſcover any other 
method of diſcouraging navigation, than thoſe 
* which are drawn together in the bill now be- 
fore us. We firſt give our conſtables an au- 


thority to hunt the failors like thieves, and 


© drive them by inceſſant purſuit out of the na- 
* tion; but leſt' any man ſhould by friendſhip, 

good fortune, or the power 'of money, find 
means of ſtaying behind, we have with equal 
, wiſdom condemn'd him to poverty and mi- 
« ſery; and leſt the natural courage of his pro- 
e Felſion ſhould” incite him to aſſiſt his country in 
* the war, have contrived a method of pre- 
+. cluding him from any advantage that he might 
© have the weakneſs to hope from his fortitude 
and diligence. What more can be done, un- 
leſs we bat once prohibit to ſeamen the uſe of 


the common elements, or On them to a ge- 


* neral proſcription? 

It is juſt that advantage, Sir, ſhould be pro- 
»-pertion'd to the hazard by which it is to be 
F obtained, and therefore a ſailor has an honeſt 
* claim to an advance of wages in time of 


* war; it is neceſſary to excite expectation, and 


to fire ambition by the proſpect of great acqui- 
* ſitions, and by this proſpect it is that ſuch 

< numbers are daily allured to naval buſineſs, 
and that our privateers are filled with adventu- 
* rers. The large wages which war makes ne- 


o ceflary, are more powerful incentives to thoſe 


whom impatience of poverty determines to 
+ change their ſtate of life, than the ſecure gains 
s 995 1 commerce, for the danger is over. 


© look'd 
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look'd by a mind intent upon the profit. War 
is the harveſt of a ſailor, in which he is to ſtore 

roviſions for the winter of old age, and if we 
blaſt this hope, he will inevitably ſink into in- 
dolence and cowardice. Many of the ſailors are 
bred up to trades, or capable of any laborious 
employment upon land, nor is there any reaſon 
for which they expoſe themſelves to the dan- 
gers of a ſeafaring life, but the hope of ſudden 
wealth, and ſome lucky ſeaſon in which they 
may improve their fortunes by a ſingle effort. 
Is it reaſonable to believe that all theſe will not 
rather have recourſe to their former callings, 
and live in ſecurity, though not in plenty, than 
encounter danger and poverty at once, and face 
an enemy without any proſpect of recompence? 
Let any man recollect the ideas that aroſe in 
his mind upon hearing of a bill for encouraging 
and increaſing ſailors, and examine whether he 
had any expectation of expedients like theſe. I 
ſuppoſe it was never known before that men 
were to be encouraged by ſubjecting them to 


peculiar penalties, or that to take away the gains 


of a profeſſion, was a method of recommending it 
more generally to the people. But it is not of 
very great importance to dwell longer upon the 
impropriety of this clauſe, which there is no 
poſlibility of putting in execution. That the 
merchants will try every method of eluding a 
law ſo prejudicial to their intereſt, may be eaſily 
imagin'd, and a inind not very fruitful of eva- 
fions, will diſcover, that this law may be eluded 
by a thouſand artifices. If the merchants are 
reſtrained from allowing men their wages beyond 
a certain ſum, they will make contracts for the 
voyage, of which the time may very eaſily be 
computed ; they may offer a reward for expedi- 
tion and fidelity, they may pay a large ſum by 
way of advance, 1 ny allow the ſailors part 
1 D d 2 — EM 
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of the profits, or may offer money by à third 


hand. Io fix the price of any commodity, of 
* which the quantity and the uſe may vary their 
< proportions, is the moſt exceſſive degree of igno- 


_ © rance. No man can determine the price of corn, 
© unleſs he can regulate the harveſt, and keep the 


number of the people for ever at a ſtancd. 

But let us ſuppoſe theſe methods as efficacious 
© as their moſt ſanguine vindicators are deſirous of 
«* repreſenting them, it does not yet appear that 
they are neceſſary, and to inflict hardſhips with- 
< out neceſſity, is by no means the practice of ei- 
< ther wiſdom or benevolence.. To tyrannize and 


© compel is the low pleaſure of petty capacities, 


of narrow minds, ſwelPd with the pride of un- 
* controlable authority, the wantonneſs of wretches 
who are inſenſible of the conſequences of their 


© own actions, and of whom candor may perhaps 
determine, that they are only cruel becauſe they 


© are ſtupid. Let us not exalt into a precedent, 
© the moſt unjuſt and rigorous law of our prede- 
* ceſlors, of which they themſelves dec their 
< repentance, or confeſſed the inefficacy, by never 
< reviving it; let us rather endeavour to gain the 
< failors' by lenity and moderation, and reconcile 


them to the fervice of the crown by real encou- 


* ragements; for it is rational to imagine, that in 
s proportion as men are diſguſted by injuries, they 
< will be won by kindneſs. There is one expedi- 
ent, Sir, which deſerves to be tried, and from 
© which at leaſt more ſucceſs may be hoped than 


from cruelty, hunger, and perſecution. The 


© ſhips that are now to be fitted out for ſer vice, 
care thoſe of the firſt magnitude, which it is uſual 
< to bring back into the ports in winter. Let us 
< therefore promiſe to all ſeamen that ſhall volun- 


' ©. tarily engage in them, beſides the reward already 


< propoſed, a diſcharge from the ſervice at the end 
£ of ſix or ſeven montha. By this they 5 Ho 
5 n I releaſe 
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< releaſed: from their preſent dread of perpetual 
_ © ſlavery, and be certain, as they are when in the 
à ſervice of the merchants, of a reſpite from their 
fatigues. The trade of the nation will be only 
< interrupted for a time, and may be carried on in 
the winter months, and large ſums will be ſaved 
« by diſmiſſing the ſeamen when they eannot be 


« of encouragement, and throwing aſide all rigor- 
« ous and oppreſhve ſchemes, the navy may eafily 
be mann'd, our country protected, our com- 
e merce re- eſtabliſnꝰd, and our enemies ſubdued; 


mine that trade ſhall ceaſe, and that no ſhip ſhall 
CCC 
Milliam Pitt, Eſq; ſpoke to the following purport. 

« Sir, It is common for thoſe: to have the 


_ © eft regar 
« leaſt for that of others. I do not, therefore; 


the proſecution of their favourite meaſures: b 


reputation is abſolutely neceflary to men who 
have any concern in the adminiſtration of a go- 
vernment like ours; they muſt either ſecure the 


* wiſdom, or of virtue; their enemies muſt either be 
* awed by their honeſty, or terrified by their cun- 
ning. Mere artleſs bribery will never gain a ſuffi- 
* cient majority to ſet them entirely free from ap- 
prehenſions of cenſure. To different tempers dif. 
* ferent motives muſt be applied: Some, who place 
their felieity in being accounted wiſe, are in v 
* little care to preſerve the character of honeſty; 
* others may be perſuaded to join in meaſures which 
they eaſily diſcover to be weak and ill-concerted, 
255 JJ 


6 employed. By adding this to the other methods 


hut to paſs the bill as it now ſtands, is to deter- 


* deſpair of recalling the advocates of this bill from 
© arguments of greater efficacy than thoſe. which 


are founded on reaſon and juſtice. Nothing, 
Sir, is more evident, than that ſome degree of 


fidelity of their adherents by the aſſiſtance of 


t Mr. Pitt's 
d to their own intereſt who diſcover the eech. 
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© becauſe they are convinced that the authors of 
< them are not corrupt, but miſtaken, and are un- 
< willing that any man ſhould be puniſhed for na- 
< tural defects or caſual 1 ignorance: I cannot ſay, 
© Sir, which of theſe motives influence the advo- 
© cates for the bill before us; a bill in which ſuch 
£ cruelties are propoſed as are yet unknown amon 
© the moſt ſavage nations, ſuch as ſlavery has not 
< yet borne, or tyranny invented, ſuch as cannot 
© be heard without reſentment, nor thought of 
© without horror. It is, Sir, perhaps, not unfor- 

< tunate, that one more expedient has been added 
© rather ridiculous than ſhocking, and that theſe 
< tyrants of the adminiſtration, who amuſe them- 
« ſelves with oppreſſing their fellow ſubjects, who 
add without reluctance one hardſhip to another, 
invade the liberty of thoſe whom they have al- 

c ready overborn with taxes, firſt Plunder and then 
< impriſon, who take all opportunities of height- 
£ ening the publick diſtreſſes, and make the miſe- 
< ries of war the inſtruments of new oppreſſions, 

? are too ignorant to be formidable, and owe their 
© not to their abilities, but to caſual proſperity, or 
to the influence of money. 

The other clauſes of this bill, complicated at 
< once with cruelty and folly, have been treated 
« with becoming indignation; but this may be 
< conſidered with leſs ardour of reſentment, and 
fewer emotions of zeal, becauſe, though perhaps 
< equally iniquitous, it will do no harm; for a law 
that can never be executed can never be felt. 
That it will conſume the manufacture of paper 
and ſwell the books of ſtatutes, is all the good 
© or hurt that can be hoped or fear'd from a law 
£ like this; a law which fixes what is in its own 
© nature mutable, which preſcribes rules to the 
« ſeaſons and limits to the wind. I am too well 
4 - acquainted, Sir, with the diſpoſition of its two 
2 N ſupporters, to mention the contempt with 


6 which 


121 
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< which this law will be treated by poſterity, for ' 
they have already ſhewn abundantly their diſre- = 
« oard of ſucceeding generations; but I will re- 1 
mind them, that they are now venturing their 1 
vhole intereſt at once, and hope they will recol- 1 | 
ect before it is too late, that thoſe who believe 1 
them to intend the happineſs of their country, ' 
4 will never be confirmed in their opinion by open 1 
« cruelty and notorious oppreſſion; and that thof —_ 
< who have only their own intereſt in view, will If 
be afraid of adhering to thoſe leaders, how- 
ever old and practiſed in expedients, however 
« ſtrengthen'd by corruption, or elated with pow- 1 
< er, who have no reaſon to hope for ſucceſs from | I 
either their virtue or abilities. I 
Mr. Bathurſt next ſpoke to this effect. | \ hit 
Sir, The clauſe now under our confideration Mr. Ba. ' iſ 
< 18 ſo inconſiderately drawn up, that it is impoſſi- — 9 ii ; 
ble to read it in the moſt curſory manner, with- | bh 
out diſcovering the neceſſity of numerous a- 1 
* mendments; no malicious ſubtilties or artful de- 1 
ductions are required in raiſing objections to this 1 10 
part of the bill, they croud upon us without be- 1 
ing ſought, and inſtead of exerciſing our ſagaci- 100 
* ty, weary our attention. The firſt error, or ra- 
| © ther one part of a general and complicated error, 0 
* is the computation of time not by days but by nn 
* kalendar months, which, as they are not equal 1 
* one to another, may embarraſs the account be- | 
* tween the ſailors and thoſe that employ them. Ti 
© In all contracts of a ſhort duration, the time is 1 
* to be reckoned by weeks and days, by certain 1 
* and regular periods, which has been ſo conſtant- 1 
* ly the practice of the ſeafaring-men, that perhaps "8 
many of them do not know the meaning of a 4 
* kalendar month: This indeed is a neglect of no 1 
great importance, becauſe no man can be depri- | my 
* ved by it of more than the wages due for the bl! 
Dd 4 * labour 
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0 labour of a few days; but the other part of this 
«clauſe is more ſeriouſly to be conſider'd, as it 
© threatens the ſailors with greater injuries. For it 
© to be enacted, That all contracts made for more 

vwages than are here allowed ſhall: be totally void, 
It cannot be denied to be poſſible, and in my 
opinion it is very likely, that many contracts 
vill be made without the knowledge of this law, 
and conſequently without any deſign of violating 
© it; but ignorance, inevitable ignorance, though 
it is a valid excuſe for every other man, is no 

plea for the unhappy ſailor; he muſt ſuffer, tho! 
innocent, the penalty of a crime; muſt undergo 
danger, hardſhips, and labour, without a recom- 
© pence, and at the end of a ſucceſsful voyage, 
after having enriched his country by his induſtry, 
return home to a neceſſitous family without be- 
© ing able to relieve them. It is ſcarcely neceſſary, 
Sir, to raiſe any more objections to a clauſe in 
which nothing is right; but to ſhew how its 
imperfections multiply upon the ſlighteſt confi 

-+deration, I take the opportunit Ha obſerve, that 

there is no proviſion made for regulating the 
voyages performed in leſs time than a 9 
ſo that the greateſt part of the abuſes, which 

ghave been repreſented as the occaſion: of this 

clauſe, are yet without remedy, and only thoſe 

*< failory' who venture far, and are expoſed to the 

'«/ greateſt dangers, s NF feſtran'd from Frectiving an 
155 e reward. 

Fhus much, Sir 21 have ſaid upon th ſuppo- 
. ſttion, „that a regu lation of the ſailors wages is 
either neceſſary or juſt, a ſuppoſition of which | 

am very far from diſcovering the truth. That 

it is juſt to oppreſs the moſt uſeful. of our fellou - 

* ſubjects, to load thoſe men with peculiar hard- 
ſmips to whom we owe the plenty that we enjoy, 
the power that yet remains in the nation, and 
Ms "Ge neither the folly nor the-cowardice oe mi- 
nllters 
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niſters have yet been able to deſtroy, and the: ſe- 
eurity in which we now ſit and hold our conſulta- 
tions; that it is juſt to leſſen our payments at a time 


when we- increaſe the labour of thoſe who are 


hired, and to expoſe men to danger without re- 
compence, will not eaſily be proved even by 
thoſe who are moſt accuſtomed to paradoxes, 
and are ready to undertake the proof of any 
poſition which it is their intereſt to find true. 
Nor is it much more eaſy to ſnew the neceſſity 
of this expedient in our preſent ſtate, in which 
it a from the title of the bill, that our 
chief endeavour ſhould be the increaſe and en- 
couragement of ſailors, and, I ſuppoſe, it has 
not. often been diſcover'd, that by taking away 
the profits of a profeſſion greater numbers have 
been allured to it. The high wages, Sir, paid 


by merchants are the chief incitements that pre- 


vail upon the ambitious, the neceſſitous, or the 
avaritious, to forſake the eaſe and ſecurity of 
the land, to leave eaſy trades, and healthful em- 
ployments, and expoſe themſelves to an element 
where they are not certain of an hour's ſafety. 
The ſervice of the merchants is the nurſery in 
which ſeamen are trained up for his Majeſty's na- 
vies, and fram thence we muſt, in time of danger, 
expect thoſe forces by which alone we can be pro- 
tected. If, therefore, it is neceſſary to encourage 
failors, it is neceſſary to reject all meaſures that 
may terrify or diſguſt them; and as their numbers 
muſt depend upon our trade, let us not embarraſs 
the merchants with any other difficulties than thoſe 


which are inſeparable from war, and which very 


; little care has been hitherto taken to allevate.? 


. 


Sir, The Objections which have been urged wr. ne. 
with ſo much ardour, and diſplay'd with ſüch 
power of eloquence, are not, in my opinion, 
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410 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
formidable enough to diſcourage us from pro- 
ſecuting our meaſures; ſome of them may be, 
perhaps, readily anſwered, and the reſt eaſily 
removed. The computation of time, as it 
now ſtands, is allow'd not to produce any for- 
midable evil, and therefore did not require ſo 
rhetorical a cenſure, the inconveniency of ka- 
lendar months may eaſily be removed by a lit- 
tle candour in the contracting parties, or that 
the objection may not be repeated to the inter- 
ruption of the debate, weeks or days may be 
ſubſtituted, and the uſual reckoning of the 
ſailors be ſtill continued. That ſome contracts 
may be annulled, and inconveniencies or de- 
lays of payment ariſe, is too evident to be 
queſtioned ; but in that caſe the ſailor may 
have his remedy provided, and be enabled to 
obtain, by an eaſy: proceſs, what he ſhall be 
judg'd to have deſerved ; for it muſt be al- 
low'd reaſonable, that every man who labours 
in honeſt and uſeful employments, ſhould re- 
ceive the reward of his diligence and fidelity. 
Thus, Sir, may the clauſe, however loudly cen- 
ſured, and violently oppoſed, be made uſeful 
and equitable, and the publick ſervice advan- 
ced without injury to individuals. 


Sir Robert Walpole next roſe, and ſpoke as 
follows. „ | 
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Sir Rebere Sir, Every law which extends its influence 
Waſpur's to great. numbers in various relations and cir- 
© cumfſtances, muſt produce ſome conſequences 
that were never foreſeen or intended, and is to 
be cenſured or applauded as the general ad- 
* vantages or inconveniencies are found to pre- 
* ponderate. Of this kind is the law before us, 
* a law inforced by the neceſſity of our affairs, 
and drawn up with no other intention than to 
« ſecure the publick happineſs, and produce that 

* ſucceſs 
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« ſucceſs which every man's intereſt muſt prompt 
* 


him to defire. If in the execution of this 
law, Sir, ſome inconveniencies ſhould ariſe, 
they are to be remedied as faſt as they are diſ- 
covered; or if not capable of a remedy, to be 
patiently borne in conſideration of the general 
advantage. That ſome temporary diſturban- 
ces may be produced, is not improbable ; the 


« diſcontent of the ſailors may for a ſhort time 


riſe high, and our trade be ſuſpended by their 
obſtinacy ; but obſtinacy, however determined, 
muſt yield to hunger, and when no higher wa- 
ges can be obtained, they will cheerfully ac- 
cept of thoſe which are here allowed them. 
Short voyages, indeed, are not comprehended 
in the clauſe, and therefore the ſailors will en- 
gage in them upon their own terms ; but this 
objection can be of no weight with thoſe that 
oppoſe the clauſe, becauſe, if it is unjuſt to li- 
mit the wages of the ſailors, it is juſt to leave 
thoſe voyages without reſtriction ; and thoſe 
that think the expedient here propoſed equita- 
ble and rational, may perhaps be willing to 
make ſome conceſſions to .thoſe who are of a 
different opinion. That the bill will not re- 
move eyery obſtacle to ſucceſs, nor add weight 
to one part of the balance, without making 
the other lighter ; that it will not ſupply the 
navy, without -incommoding the merchants in 
ſome degree ; that it may be ſometimes eva- 
ded by cunning, and ſometimes abuſed by ma- 
lice, and that at laſt it will be leſs efficacious 
than is deſired, may perhaps be proved; but 
It has not yet been proved, that any other 
meaſures are more eligible, or that we are not 
to promote the publick ſervice as far as we are 
able, though our endeavours may not produce 
effects equal to our wiſnes. 5 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 


Sir Jobn Barnard then ſpoke to this effect: 


Sir, I know not by what fatality it is that no- 
thing can be urged in defence of the clauſe be- 
fore us, which does not tend to diſcover its 
weakneſs and inefficacy. The warmeſt patrons 
of this expedient are impelled by the mere force 
of conviction to ſuch conceſſions as invalidate 
all their arguments, and leave their opponents 
no neceſlity of replying. If ſhort voyages are 
not comprehended in this - provifion, what are 
we now. controverting ? what but the expedi- 
ence of a law that will never be executed ? The 
* ſailors, however they are contemned by thoſe 
© who think them only worthy to be treated like 
© beaſts of burden, are not yet ſo ſtupid but that 
they can eaſily find out, that to ſerve a fortnight 
© for greater wages is more eligible, than to toil a 
< month for leſs; and as the numerous equipments 
that have been lately made have not left many 
more ſailors in the ſervice of the merchants than 
may be employ'd in the coaſting trade, thoſe who 
traffick to remoter parts muft ſhut up their books 
and wait till the expiration of this act, for an op- 
portunity of renewing their commerce. To regu- 
late the wages for one voyage, and to leave ano- 
ther. without limitation in time of ſcarcity of 
ſeamen, is abſolutely to prohibit that trade which 
is ſo reſtrained, and is doubtleſs a more effectual 
embargo than has been yet invented. Let any 
man but ſuppoſe that the Eaſt- India company 
were obliged to give only half the wages that 
other traders allow, and conſider how that part 
of our commerce could be carried on; would 
not their goods rot in their ware-houſes, and 
their ſhips lie, for ever in the harbour? Would 
not the ſailors refuſe to contract with them? or 
deſert them after a contract, upon the firſt pro- 
« ſpe of more advantageous employment? But 


X a AA I A „CGG . 


« it is not requiſite to multiply arguments in a queſ- 


tion which may not only be decided without 


© long examination, but in which we may deter- 
mine our concluſions by the experience of our 


« anceſtors. Scarcely any right or wrong meaſures 


are without a precedent, and amongſt others 
« this expedient has been tried by the wiſdom of 


former times; a law was once made for limiting 


« the wages of taylors, and that it is totally in- 
« effetual we are all convinced. Experience is a 
every ſafe guide in political inquiries, and often 
« diſcovers what the moſt enlighted reaſon failed 
to foreſee. Let us therefore improve the errors of 
« our anceſtors to our own advantage, and whilſt 
ve neglect to imitate their virtues, let us at leaf 
« forbear to repeat their follies.“ 5 


Micajab Perry, Eſq; ſpoke to this purpoſe : 


Sir, There is one oBje&ion more, which my Mr. Perry's 


* acquaintance with foreign trade impreſſes too 
* ſtrongly upon my mind to ſuffer me to conceal 
* it. It is well known that the condition of a 


ſeaman ſubjects him to the neceſſity of ſpending 


* great part of his life at a diſtance from his na- 
tive country, in places where he can neither 


hear of our defigns, nor be inſtructed in our 


laws, and therefore it is evident, that no law 
* ought to affect him, before a certain period of 
time in which he may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to 
have been informed of it. For every man ought 
to have it in his power to avoid puniſhment, 
and to ſuffer only for negligence, or obſtinacy. 
© It is quite unneceſſary, Sir, to obſerve to this 


peech. 


great numbers of ſailors in every part of 
the world, and that they at leaft equally de- 
* ſerye our reed with thoſe. who are under the 
more immediate influence of the government. 


* Theſe ſeamen have already contracted for the 
e e 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
price of their labour, and the recompence of 


their hazards, nor can we, in my opinion, with- 
out manifeſt injuſtice, diſſolve a contract found- 
ed upon equity, and confirmed by law. 

It is, Sir, an undiſputed principle of govern - 


ment, that no perſons ſhould be puniſhed with- 


out a crime; but is it no puniſhment to deprive 
a man of what is due to him by a legal ſtipula- 


tion, the condition of which is on his part ho- 


neſtly fulfilled ? Nothing, Sir, can be imagin'd 
more calamitous, than the diſappointment to 


which this law ſubjects the unhappy men who 


© are now promoting the intereſt of their coun- 


try in diftant places amidſt dangers and hard- 


ſhips, in unhealty climates, and barbarous na- 


tions, where they comfort themſelves under the 
fatigues of labour, and the miſeries of ſickneſs, 
with the proſpe& of the ſum which they ſhall 
gain for the relief off their families, and the 
reſpite which their wages will enable them to 
enjoy; but upon their return they find their 
hopes blaſted, and their contracts diſſolved by a 
law made in their abſence. No human being, I 
think, can coolly and deliberately inflict a hard- 
ſhip like this, and therefore I doubt not but 
thoſe who have by inadvertency given room 
for this objection, will either remove it by an 


amendment, or what is, in my opinion, more 


eligible, reject the clauſe as inexpedient, uſeleſs, 


ane 


Sir William Jonge ſpoke next, to this effect: 


Sir, This debate has been protracted, not by 


any difficulties ariſing from the nature of the 


queſtions, which have been the ſubject of it, 


but by a neglect with which almoſt all the op- 


ponents of the bill may be juſtly charged, the 
neglect of diſtinguiſning between meaſures eli- 
gible in themſelves, and meaſures preferable to 

FI con- 


A. 1741. DEBATES, 

conſequences, which are apprehended from par- 
ticular conjectures; between laws made only to 
advance the publick happineſs and expedients of 
which the benefit is merely occafional, and of 
which the ſole intention is to avert ſome na- 
tional calamity, and which are to ceaſe with the 
neceflity that produced them. 


* 

6 

0 

6 

« meaſures, Sir, which are now intended; mea- 
« ſures, which in days of eaſe, ſecurity, and proſ- 
« perity, it would be the higheſt degree of weakneſs 
to propoſe, but of which I cannot ſee the ab- 
« ſurdity in times of danger and diftreſs. Such 
« laws are the medicines of a tate, uſeleſs and nau- 
* ſeous in health, but preferable to a lingring diſ- 
* eaſe, or to a miſerable death. Even thoſe 
« meaſures, Sir, which have been mentioned as 
« moſt groſly abſurd, and repreſented as parallel 
to the proviſion made in this clauſe only to ex- 
« poſe it to contempt amd ridicule, may in parti- 
* cular circumſtances be rational and juſt. To 
« ſettle the price of corn in the time of a famine, 
3 

might in time of publick miſery, by the benefit of 
* temporary laws, be preſerved from deſtruction. 
Even thoſe marks to which with a proſperous 
* gale, the ſhip owes its uſefulneſs and its ſpeed, 
are often cut down by the failors in the fury of 
* a ſtorm, With regard to the ſhips which are 
* now in diftant places, whither no knowledge of 
* this law can poſſibly be convey'd, it cannot be 
denied that their crews ought to be ſecured 
from injury by ſome particular exception; for 
* tho? it is evident in competitions between publick 
and private intereſt, which ought to be prefer- 
* red, yet we ought to remember, that no unne- 
* ceflary injury is to be done to individuals, even 
; while we are providing for the ſafety of the na- 
tion.“ . | | 
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may become the wiſeſt ſtate, and multitudes 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
"Nitholas Fazakerley, Eſq; ſpoke to this effect: 


Sir, Tho? I cannot be ſuppoſed to have much 
© acquaintance with naval Irs, and therefore 


may not perhaps diſcover the full force of the 
© arguments that have been urged in favour of 
© the clauſe now under conſideration, yet I can- 
not but think myſelf under an indiſpenſible 
< obligation to examine it as far as I am able, and 
to make uſe of the knowledge which I have ac- 
< quir'd, however inferior to that of others. The 
argument, Sir, the only real argument, which 
has been produced in favour of the reſtraint of 
< wages, now propoſed, appears to me by no 
© means concluſive; nor can I believe that the 
* meaneſt and moſt ignorant ſeaman would, if it 
© were propoſed to him, heſitate a mpment for an 
© anſwer to it. Let me ſuppoſe, Sir, a merchant 
< urging it as a cy againſt a ſeaman, that he 
© raiſes his demand of wages in time of war, would 
© not the ſailor readily reply, That harder labour 
required larger pay? Would he not aſk, why the 
< general practice of mankind is charged as a 
< crime upon him only? now ſays he, of the 
« workmen in the docks, have they not double 
wages for double labour? And is not their lot ſafe 
© and eaſy in compariſon with mine, who at once 
encounter danger, and ſupport fatigue; carry on 
war and commerce at the ſame time, to conduct 
the ſhip, and oppoſe the enemy, and am equally 
<« expoſed to captivity and ſhip-wreck ? That this 
is in reality the ſtate of a ſailor in time of war, 
I think, Sir, is too evident to require proof; nor 
do I ſee what reply can be made to the failor's 
< artleſs expoſtulation. I know not why the 
< ſailors alone ſhould ſerve their country to their 
« diſadvantage, and be expected to encounter dan- 
ger without the incitement of a reward. Or 


will any part of the hardſhips of this clauſe be 
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alleviated by the expedient ſuggeſted by an ho- 
nourable member, who ſpoke ſome time ago, 
of granting, or allowing, to a ſailor, whoſe 
contract ſhall be void, what our courts of law 
ſhould- adj udge him to deſerve, a quantum me- 
ruit. For, according to the general interpreta- 
tion of our ſtatutes, it will be determined, that 
he has forfeited his whole claim by illegal con- 
tract. To inſtance, Sir, the ſtatute of uſury. 
He that ſtipulates for higher intereſt than is al- 
lowed, is not able to recover his legal demand, 
but irrecoverably forfeits the whole. Thus, 
Sir, an unhappy ſailor, ho ſhall innocently 
tranſgreſs this law, muſt loſe all the profit of 
his voyage, and have nothing to relieve him 
after his fatigues; but when he has by his cou- 
© rage repeld the enemy, and by his ſkill eſca- 
ped ſtorms and rocks, muſt ſuffer yet ſeverer 
hardſhips; in being ſubject to a forfeiture where 

he expected applauſe, comfort, and recom- 
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| Mr. aten General ſpoke next to this pur: 


2 


port. mute pe 
Sir, The clauſe before us cannot, in my opi- Mr. Attor- 


nion, produce any ſuck dreadful conſequences CN Tk 
* as the learned gentleman. appears to imagine: 
However, to remove all difficulties, .I have 
drawn up an amendment, which I ſhall beg 
leave to propoſe, That the contracts which 
may be affected as the clauſe now ſtands, 
„ ſhall be void only as to ſo much of the wages 
* as ſhall exceed the ſum to which the houſe 
ſhall agree to reduce the ſeamens pay; and 
as to the forfeitures, they are not to be levied 
upon the: ſailors, but upon the merchants, or 
trading companies who employ them, and Who 
are able to pay: greater ſums without being in- 
* volved in poverty and diſtreſs. With regard, 
Vor. XXE Es =. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
< Sir, to the reaſons for introducing this clauſe, 
© they are, in my judgment, valid and equitable. 
We have. found it neceſſary to fix the rate of 
money at intereſt, and the rate of labour in ſe- 
« veral caſes, and if we do not in this caſe, what 
will be the conſequence? A ſecond embargo 
on commerce, and perhaps a total ſtop to all 
military preparations. Is it reaſonable that any 
man ſhould rate his labour according to the im- 
mediate neceſſities of thoſe that employ him? 
Or that he ſhould raiſe his on fortune by the 
publick calamities ? If this has hitherto, been a 
practice, it is a practice contrary. to the general 
happineſs of ſociety, and ought to prevail no 
longer. If the ſailor, Sir, is expoſed to greater 
dangers in time of war, is not the merchant's 
trade carried on likewiſe at greater hazard ? Is 
not the freight, equally with the ſailors, threat- 
ened at once by the ocean and the enemy? And 
1s not the owner's fortune equally impaired, 
whether the ſhip 1s daſh'd upon a rock, or 
ſeized by a privateer ? The merchant, therc- 
fore, has as much reaſon for paying leſs wages 
in time of war, as the ſailor for demanding 
more, and nothing remains, but that the legiſ- 
lative power. determine a medium between 
their different intereſts, with juſtice, if poſſi- 
ble, at leaſt with impartiality.” 

' Horatio Walpole, Eſq; who had ſtood up ſeve- 
ral times, but was prevented by other members, 
ſpoke next, to this purport. | | 
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Mr. el. Sir, I was unwilling to interrupt the courſe 
Ns eech. of this debate while it was carried on with 
ö calmneſs and decency, by men who do not ſuf- 

< fer the ardour of oppoſition to cloud their rea- 

ſon, or tranſport them to ſuch; expreſſions as 

the dignity of this aſſembly does not admit. | 

have hitherto deferr'd to anſwer-the . 
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who declaimed againſt the bill with ſuch flu- 


* that utters them. 
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ency of rhetorick, and ſuch vehemence of 
geſture, who charged the advocates for the ex- 
pedients now propoſed, with having no regard 
to any intereft but their own, and with making 
laws only to cenſume- paper, and threatened 
them with the defection of their adherents, 
and the loſs of their influence, upon this new 
diſcovery -of their folly, and their ignorance: 
Nor, Sir, do I now anſwer him for any other 
purpoſe, than to remind. him how little the 


clamours of rage, and petulancy of inveCtives, 


contribute to the purpoſes for which this aſſem- 
bly is called together ; how little the diſcovery 
of truth is promoted, and the ſecurity of the 
nation eſtabliſned by pompous diction, ' and 
theatrical emotions. Formidable ſounds, and 
furious declamations, confident: aſſertions, and 
lofty periods, may affect the young and unex- 
perienced, and perhaps the gentleman may 
have contracted his habits of oratory by con- 
verſing more with thoſe of his own age, than 
with ſuch as have had more opportunities of 
acquiring knowledge, and more ſucceſsful me- 
thods of communicating their ſentiments. If 
the heat of his temper, Sir, would ſuffer him 
to attend to thoſe whoſe age and long ac- 
quaintance with buſineſs give them an indiſpu- 
table right to deference and ſuperiority, he 
would learn, in time, to reaſon rather than de- 
claim, and to prefer juſtneſs of argument, and 
an accurate knowledge of facts, to ſounding 
epithets and ſplendid ſuperlatives, which may 
diſturb the imagination for a moment, but 
leave no laſting impreſſion on the mind. He 
will learn, Sir, that to accuſe and prove are 
very different, and that reproaches unſupported 
by evidence, affect only the character of him 
Excurſions of fancy, and 

2 flights 
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flights of oratory, are indeed pardonable in 

young men, but in no other; and it would 

ſurely contribute more, even to the purpoſe for 

which ſome gentlemen appear to ſpeak, that 

of depreciating the conduct of the adminiſtra- 

tion, to prove the inconveniencies and injuſtice 

of this bill, than barely to aſſert them, with 
whatever magnificence of language, or ap- 

pearance of zeal, honeſty, or compaſſion.” 
William Piit, Eſq; replied. 

Mr. Pits J Sir, The atrocious crime of being a young 
reply. man, which the honourable gentleman has with 
ſuch ſpirit: and decency charged upon me, I 
ſhall neither attempt to palliate, nor deny, but 
content myſelf with wiſhing that I may be one 
of thoſe whoſe follies may ceaſe with their 
youth, and not of that number, who are igno- 
rant in ſpite of experience. Whether youth 
can be imputed to any man as a reproach, I will 
not, Sir, aſſume the province of determining ; 
but ſurely age may become juſtly contemptible, 
if the opportunities which it brings have paſt 
away without improvement, and vice appears 
to prevail when the paſſions have ſubſided. The 
wretch that, after having ſeen the conſequences 
of a thouſand errors, continues ſtill to blunder, 
and whoſe age has only added obſtinacy to ſtu- 
pidity, ,is ſurely the object of either abhorrence 
or contempt, and deſerves not that his grey 
head ſhould ſecure him from inſults. Much 
more, Sir, is he to be abhorr'd, who, as he 
has advanced in age, has receded from virtue, 
and becomes more wicked with leſs temptation ; 
who proſtitues himſelf for money which he 
cannot enjoy, and ſpends the remains of his 
life in the ruin of his country. But youth, 
Sir, is not my only crime; I have been accu- 
ſed of acting a theatrical part. A theatrical 
1 ö * 
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« part may either imply ſome. peculiarities of 
« oeſture, or a diſſimulation of my real ſenti- 
ments, and an adoption of the opinions and 
language of another man. ” 
In the firſt ſenſe, Sir, the charge is too 
trifling to be confuted, and deſerves only to be 
mentioned, that it may be deſpiſed. I am at 
liberty, like every other man, to uſe my own 
language; and though I may perhaps have 
ſome ambition to pleaſe this gentleman, I-ſhall 
not lay myſelf under any reſtraint, nor very 
ſollicitouſly copy his diction, or his mein, how- 
ever matured by age, or modelled by experi- 
ence. If any man ſhall by charging me with 
theatrical behaviour imply, that I utter any 
ſentiments but my own, I ſhall treat him as a 
calumniator, and: a villain ; nor ſhall any pro- 
tection ſhelter him from the treatment which 
he deſerves. I ſhall, on ſuch an occaſion, 
without ſcruple, trample upon all thoſe forms 
with which wealth and dignity intrench them- 
ſelves, nor ſhall any thing but age reſtrain my 
reſentment ; age, which always brings one pri- 
vilege, that of being inſolent and ſupercilious 
without puniſhment. But with regard, . Sir, 
to thoſe whom T have offended, I am of opi- 
nion, that if I had ated a borrowed part, I 
ſhould have avoided their cenſure ; the heat 
that offended them is the ardour of conviction, + 
and that zeal for the ſervice of my country, 
which neither hope nor fear ſhall influence me 
to ſuppreſs. I will not ſit unconcerned while 
my liberty is invaded, nor look in filence up- 
on publick robbery. I will exert my endea- 
vours at whatever hazard, to repel the ag- 
greſſor, and drag the thief to juſtice, whoever 
may protect them in their villany, and whoever 
may partake of their plunder.-—And if the 
honourable gentleman ———— _ IL 
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Here Thomas Wimington, Eſq, call'd to order, 


nd Wi liam Pitt, Eqs 5 down, | he Ayoke 
thus. 


lt is neceſſary, Sir, eden: the order of this 
day be obſerved, and the debate reſumed 
without perſonal altercations. Such expreſſions 
as have been vented on this occaſion, become 
not an aſſembly entruſted with the liberty and 
welfare of their country. To interrupt the 
debate on a ſubject ſo important as that before 
us, is, in ſome meaſure to obſtruct the publick 
| happineſs, and violate our truſt: But much 
more heinous is the crime of expoſing our de- 
terminations to contempt; and inciting the 

people to fuſpicion and mutiny, by indecent 
© reflections, -or unjuſt inſinuations. I do not, 
© Sir, undertake to decide the ' controverſy be- 
© tween the two gentlemen, but muſt be allowed 
to obſerve, that no diverſity of opinion can 
« qaftify the violation of decency, and the uſe 
of rude and virulent expreſſions; expreſſions 
dictated only by deere n uttered with- 
out regard to 


Here 1/1 liam Pitt, Eſq; call to order, and 
ſaid. Of Bac 


© Sir, If this be to W er nei is no 
Fe — of indecency from the moſt licentious 
tongue; for hat calumny can be more atroci- 
Nous, or what reproach more ſevere, than that 
* of ſpeaking with regard to any thing but 
truth. Order may ſometimes be broken by 

© paſſion, or inadvertency, dut will hardly be re- 
eſtabliſn'd by monitors like this, who cannot 
govern his own paſſion; whilſt he is reſtraining 
the impetuoſity of others. Happy, Sir, would 
it be for mankind, if every one knew his own 


6 ide we thogld not then ſee the ſame 


6 man 
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man at once a criminal and a judge, nor would 


this gentleman aſſume the right of dictating to 


others what he has not learned himſelf. That 
I may return in ſome degree the favour which 
he intends me, I will adviſe him never hereafter 


to exert” himſelf on the ſubject of order; but 


whenever he finds himſelf inclined to ſpeak on 


-ſuch occaſions, to remember how he has now 
ſucceeded, and condemn in filence wy his 


cenſures will never reform.” 


Thomas Wi innington, Eſq; replied. 


Sir, As I was hindered by the gentleman”: s Mr, Wir- 


ardour and impetuoſity from concluding my 
ſentence, none but myſelf can know the equity 
or partialty of my intentions, and therefore as 
I cannot juſtly be condemn'd, I ought to be 


ſuppoſed innocent; nor ought he to cenſure a 
fault of which he cannot be certain that it 


would ever have been committed. He has _ 


_ deed exalted himſelf to a degree of authority 


never yet aſſumed by any member of this 
houſe, that of condemning others to ſilence. 
I am henceforward, by his inviolable decree, 
to fit and hear his harangues without daring to 


oppoſe him. How wide he may extend his 
authority, or whom he will proceed to include 


in the ſame ſentence, I ſhall not determine; 
having not yet arrived at the ſame degree of 


* ſagacity with himſelf, nor being able to fore- 
know what another is going to pronounce. If, 


* 


I had given offence by any improper ſallies of 
* paſſion, I ought to have been cenſured by the 


concurrent voice of the aſſembly, or have re- 


U 


4 


* ceived a reprimand, Sir, from you, to which I 
ſhould have ſubmitted without oppoſition ; but 
I will not be doomed to ſilence by one who has 
no N to authority, and won arbitrary 

| E $$ deciſions 
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deciſions can only tend to introduce uproar, dit- 
cord and confuſion.” 1 


Henry Pelham, Eſq; next roſe up and ſpoke to 


this effect. 


Sir, When, in ardour of controverſy upon 
intereſting queſtions, the zeal of the diſputants 
hinders them from a nice obſervation of decen- 


cy and regularity, there is ſome indulgence due 


to the common weakneſs of our nature ; nor 
ought any gentleman to affix to a negligent ex- 
preſſion a more offenſive ſenſe than is neceſſari- 
ly implied by it. To ſearch deep, Sir, for ca- 
lumnies and reproaches 1s no laudable nor bene- 
ficial curioſity ; it muſt always be troubleſome 
to ourſelves by alarming us with imaginary in- 
Juries, and may often be unjuſt to others by 
charging them with invectives which they ne- 
ver intended. General candour and mutual 
tenderneſs will beſt preſerve our gwn quiet, and 
ſupport that dignity which has Always been ac- 
counted effential to national debates, and ſel- 
dom infringed without dangerous conſequen- 
ces. | =o | 


Then George Lyttelton, Eſq; ſpoke as follows. 


Sir, No man can be more zealous for decen- 
cy than myſelf, or more convinced of the ne- 
ceſſity of a methodical proſecution of the queſ- 
tion before us. I am well convinced how near 
indecency and faction are to one another, and 
how inevitably confuſion produces obſcurity ; 
but I hope it will always be remembred, that 


he who firſt infringes decency, or deviates from 


method, is to anſwer for all the conſequences 
that may ariſe from the neglect of parlia- 
mentary cuſtoms. ' For it is not to be expected 
that any man will bear reproaches without re- 
ply, or that he who wanders from the 11 
Fe * 
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vill not be followed in his digreſſions and hunt- 
ed through his labyrinths. It cannot, Sir, be 
denied, that ſome inſinuations were uttered, in- 
* jurious to thoſe whoſe zeal may ſometimes hap- 
« pen to prompt them to warm declarations, or 
« incite them to paſſionate emotions. Whether 
] am of importance enough to be included in 
the cenſure, I deſpiſe it too much to enquire or 
« conſider, but cannot forbear to obſerve, that 
« zeal for the right can never become reproach- 
ful, and that no man can fall into contempt 
© but. thoſe who deſerve: it.“ The clauſe was 
amended and agreed to. 
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The committee having, upon the roth, gone 
through the bill, Francis. Fane, Eſq; their chair- 
man, reported to the houſe, that the committee 
had gone through the bill, and made ſeveral 
amendments thereunto, which they had directed 

him to report, when the houſe would pleaſe to 


23 — 
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receive the ſame; and the houſe ordered that the 

report ſhould be received upon the Friday morning 
following, being the 13th. 

Tho' the committee had rejected all the clauſes nde mar- 
that were of dangerous conſequence to the liber- tion acaint 
ties of the ſubject, yet upon the ſaid day, before de bil. 
the report was made, the following petition was 
preſented by Sir Fobn Barnard, who introduced it 


with a ſhort ſpeech, to this effect. 


Mr. Speaker, | h - 

* Sir, This petition I am directed to lay be- on tage 
fore this houſe by many of the principal mer- geech on 
* chants of that great city which I have the ho- 2*#ntins 
* nour to repreſent ; men too wiſe to be terrified 
with imaginary dangers, and too honeſt to en- 

* deayour the obſtruction of any meaſures that 
* may probably advance the publick good, mere- 
* ly becauſe they do not concur with their pri- 
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vate intereſt; men, whoſe knowledge and ca- 
pacity enable them to judge rightly, and whoſe 
acknowledged integrity and ſpirit ſet them 
above the ſuſpicion of concealing their ſenti- 
I therefore preſent this petition in the name 
of the merchants of London, in full confidence 
that it will be found to deſerve the regard of 
this aſſembly, tho' T am equally with the other 
members a ſtranger to what it contains; for it 
is my opinion, that a repreſentative is to lay 
before the houſe the fentiments of his conſtitu- 
ents, whether they agree with his own or not, 
and that therefore it would have been ſuperflu- 
ous to examine the petition, which, though I 
might not wholly have approved it, I had no 
none to after,” > „„ Tb! 2 
The petition was read, and is as follows. 


The humble petition of the merchants and tra 
| ders of the city of London ſheweth, 


Copy of che That your petitioners are informed a bill is de- 


Letition. 


pending in this honourable houſe, for the encou- 
ragement and increaſe of ſeamen, and for the 
better and ſpeedier manning his Majeſty's fleet, 
in which are clauſes, that, ſhould the bill paſs 


into a law, your petitioners apprehend will be 


highly detrimental to the trade and navigation of 


this kingdom, by diſcouraging perſons from en- 


tering into, or being bred to the ſea-ſervice, and 
intirely prevent the better and ſpeedier manning 
his Majeſty's fleet, by giving the ſeamen of 
Great Britain, and of all other his Majeſty's do- 


minions, a diſtaſte of ſerving on board the royal 


navy. 


That your petitioners conceive nothing can be 
of ſo bad conſequence to the welfare and de- 


fence of this nation, as the treating fo uſeful and 
valuable a body of men, who are its natural 
| ſtrength 
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ſtrength and ſecurity, like criminals of the high- 
eſt nature, and fo differently from all other his 
Majeſty's ſubjects; and at the ſame are perfua- 
ded, that the only effectual and ſpeedy method 
of procuring, for the ſervice of his Majeſty's 
fleet, a proportionable number of the ſailors in 
this kingdom, 1s to diſtinguiſh that body of men 
by bounties and encouragements, both preſent 
and future, and by aboliſhing all methods of ſe- 
verity and ill uſage, particularly that practice 
whereby they are deprived, after long and ha- 
zardous voyages, of enjoying, for a ſhort ſpace 
of time, the comforts of their families, and 
equal liberty with other their fellow-ſubjects in 
their native country. | Se BIOS LH 

That your petitioners believe it will not be 
difficult to have ſuch methods pointed out, as 
will tend to fupply the preſent neceſſities, and at 
the ſame time effectually promote the increafe of 
ſeamen, when this honourable houſe ſhall think 
fit to inquire into a matter of ſuch high impor- 
tance to the naval power, trade, and riches of 
this kingdom 8 SOT} 

That your petitioners are convinced this bill 
will not only be ineffectual to anſwer the ends 
e deer by it, but will be deſtructive of the li- 

rties of all his Majeſty's ſubjefts, as it impow- 
ers any pariſn- officer, accompanied with an unli- 
mited number of perſons, at any hour, by day 
or by night, to force open the dwelling-houſes, 
warchouſes, or other places, provided for the ſe- 
curity and defence of their lives and fortunes, 
contrary to the undoubted liberties of the people 
of Great Britain, and the laws of this land. 

In conſideration, therefore, of the premiſes, 
and of the particular prejudices, hardſhips, and 
dangers, which muſt inevitably attend your pe- 
titioners, and all others the merchants and traders 
of this kingdom, ſhould this bill paſs into a law, 
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Petition 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
your petitioners moſt humbly-pray this honoura- 


ble houſe, that they may be heard by their coun- 
ſel againſt the ſaid clauſes in the ſaid bill. 


This petition was ordered to lie upon the ta- 


frem Glou- 
cefter againſt 


1 


ble; and then Henry Bathurſt, E 
petition, and ſpoke as follows. 


_<« Mr. Speaker, 


ſq; preſented a 


Mr. Ba- 


#hurſi's 


Fir, The alarm which the bill now depend. 


ing has raiſed, is not confined to the city of 


ſpeech on 
preſenting 


its 


London, or to any particular part of his 
Majeſty's dominions ; the whole nation is 
thrown into commotions, and the effects of the 
law now propoſed are dreaded far and wide, as 
a general calamity. Every town which owes 
its trade and its proviſions to navigation, ap- 
prehends the approach of poverty and ſcarcity, 
and thoſe which are leſs immediately affected, 
conſider the infraction of our liberties as a pre- 
lude to their deſtruction. 
if we who are intruſted with their intereſt, could 
find any arguments to convince them that their 
terror was merely panick. That theſe fears 
have already extended their influence to the 
county which I repreſent, the petition which 
I now beg leave to lay before the houſe, will 
ſufficiently evince, and I hope their remon- 
ſtrances will prevail with this aſſembly to re- 
move the cauſe of the 


Happy would it be, 
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ir diſquiet, by rejecting 


This was intitled a petition of ſeveral gentle- 
men, freeholders, and other inhabitants of the 
county of Glouceſter, in behalf of themſelves and 
all other the freeholders of 
ting forth in ſubſtance, 


That the petitioners being inform'd that a bill 


the ſaid county, ſet- 


Subſtance of 
the ſaid pe- 
tition. 


was depending in this houſe, for the encourage- 
ment. and increaſe of ſeamen, and for the 5 


A. 1741. DEBATES. 


and ſpeedier manning his Majeſty's fleet, con- 
taining ſeveral clauſes, which, ſhould the bill 

aſs into a law, would, as the petitioners appre- 
hend, impoſe 3 upon the people too hea- 
vy to be borne, and create diſcontents in the 
minds of his Majeſty's ſubjects; would ſubvert 
all the rights and privileges of Engliſhmen, and 
overturn Magna Charta itſelf, the baſis on which 
they are built; and by theſe means deſtroy that 
very liberty, for the preſervation of which the 
preſent Royal Family was eſtabliſhed upon the 
throne of this kingdom ; for which reaſons ſuch 
a law could never be obeyed, or much blood 
would be ſhed in conſequence of it. 


Henry Pelham, Eſq; then ſpoke to this pur- 
port. 


Sir, I have attended to this petition with the Mr. Fe- 
utmoſt impartiality, and have endeavour'd to ſpeech. 
affix to every period the moſt innocent ſenſe, 
but cannot forbear to declare it as my opinion, 
that it is far diſtant from the ſtile of ſubmiſſion 
and requeſt; inſtead of perſuading they at- 
tempt to intimidate us, and menace us with no 
leſs than bloodſhed and rebellion. They make 
themſelves the judges of our proceedings, and 
appeal from our determinations to their own 
opinion, and declare that they will obey no 
longer than they approve. If ſuch petitions as 
theſe, Sir, are admitted, if the legiſlature ſhall 
ſubmit to receive laws, and ſubjects reſume at 
pleaſure the power with which the government 
is veſted, what is this aſſembly but a conven- 
tion of empty phantoms, whoſe determinations 
are nothing more than a mockery of ſtate ? 
Every inſult upon this houſe is a violation of 
our conſtitution, and the conſtitution, like every 
other fabrick, by being often batter'd muſt fall 
* at laſt, Ir is indeed already deſtroyed, if * 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1541. 
© be in the nation any body of men who ſhall 
with impunity refuſe' to comply with the laws, 
plead the great charter of liberty againſt thoſe 
powers that made it, and fix the limits of their 
own obedience. I cannot, Sir, paſs over in 
ſilence the mention of the King, whoſe title to 
the throne, and the reaſons for which he was 
exalted to it, are ſet forth with uncommon art 
and ſpirit of dition ; but ſpirit, which, in my 
opinion, appears not raiſed by zeal, but by ſe- 
dition, and which therefore it is our province 

to repreſs. That his Majeſty reigns for the 
preſervation of liberty, will be readily con- 
feſſed, but how ſhall we be able to preſerve it, 
if his laws are not obeyed ? Let us therefore in 
regard to the dignity of the aſſembly, to the 
efficacy of our determinations, and the ſecurity 
of our: conſtitution, diſcourage all thoſe who 
ſhall addreſs us for the future on this, or any 
other occaſion, from ſpeaking in the ſtile of 
* governors and dictators, by refuſing that this 
petition ſhould be laid on the table.” 
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Upon the queſtion's being put, for this peti- 
tion to lie upon the table, it paſſed in the nega- 
tive, by a great majority; whereupon Henry Pel- 
bam, Eſq; roſe up again, and ſpoke thus. 


Mr. Speaker, | 
Sir, I cannot but congratulate the houſe up- 
on the unanimity with which this petition, a pe- 
tition of which I ſpeak in the ſofteſt language 
when I call it irreverent and diſreſpectful, has 
been refuſed the regard commonly paid to the 
remonſtrances of our conſtituents, whoſe rights 
I] am far from deſiring to infringe, when I en- 


deavour to regulate their conduct, and recal 


them to their duty. This is an occaſion, on 
© which it is, in my opinion, neceſſary to exert 
a | our 


A. 1741 DE BAT Es. 


* our 1 with confidence and vigour, as 
« the ſpirit of oppoſition muſt always be propor- 
« tion'd to that of the attack. Let us therefore 
© not only refuſe to this petition the uſual place 
on our table, but * it as unworthy of this 
5 houſe. 


Uf n which the petition was rejected without 
any debate. 

The houſe then received * report from the Debate upon 
committee upon the ſaid bill, and after it was the — 
read, Sir William Yonge ſtood up, and ſpoke in 
the following manner. 


© Mr. eber, | 
« Sir, The bill has been brought by ſteady Sir William 
perſeverance, and diligent attention, to to ſack — 
perfection, that much more important effects 
may be expected from it, than from any for- 
mer law for the ſame purpoſe, if it be execu- 
ted with the ſame calmneſs and reſolution, the 
ſame contempt of popular clamour, and the 
ſame invariable and intrepid adherence to the 
publick good, that has been ſhewn in forming 
and defending it. But what can we hope from 
this, or any other law, if particular men, who 
cannot be convinc'd of its expedience, ſhall 
not only refuſe to obey it, but declare their de- 
ſign of obſtructing the execution of it; ſhall 
determine to retire. from the ſphere of their 
authority, rather than exerciſe it in compli- 
ance with an act of Parliament, and threat- 
en, in plain terms, to. call the country into 
their aſſiſtance, and to pour the rabble by 
thouſands upon thoſe who ſhall dare to do their 
duty, and obey their governors? _ 
Such declarations as theſe, Sir, are little leſs 
than ſallies of rebellion, and if they paſs with- 
© out cenſure, will perhaps produce ſuch commo- 
tions 
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© tions as may require to be ſuppreſſed by other 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 141. 


means than forms of law and parliamentary 


= cenſures. Nor do I think that by rejecting the 


« petition'we have ſufficiently eſtabliſhed Our au- 


_ * © thority, for in my opinion we yielded too 


much in receiving it. The bill before us, 


_ © whatever may be its title, is in reality a money- 
bill, a bill by which aids are granted to the 
© crown, and we have therefore no neceſſity of 


rejecting petitions on this occaſion, becauſe the 


Sir Jobe 
Barnard's 


ſpeech. 


are ett an LESISETIED 


_* ſtanding orders of the houſe forbid us to ad- 
e en, 


They then proceeded to the amendments, and 


vhen the clauſe for limiting the wages of ſeamen 
Was read, Sir e n. roſe ue * 100 to 
this effect. 875 


Vir We are now to OR? this chauſe to 
which the petition relates which I have now 
preſented, a petition on a ſubject of ſo general 
importance, and offer'd by men ſo well ac- 
quainted with every argument that can be of- 
fered, and every objection which can be raiſed, 
that their requeſt of being heard by their coun- 
cit, cannot be denied, without expoſing us to 
the cenſure of adhering obſtinately to our own 
opinions, of ſhutting our ears againſt informa- 
tion, of preferring e 5 to ſecurity, and 
diſregarding the welfare of our country. It 
will not be neceſſary to defer our determina- 
tions on this clauſe for more than three days, 
tho' we ſhould gratify this juſt and common 
requeſt. And will not this loſs be amply com- 
penſated by the ſatisfaction of the people, for 
whoſe ſafety we are debating, and by the con- 
ſciouſneſs that we have neglected nothing 
which might contribute to the efficacy of our 
meaſures? The merchants, Sir, do not come 
: before us with loud remonſtrances and har- 
© raſling 


. ; * £ „ i 4 4 2 - by : p 


* 


: 


$1 fling. complaints, they do not apply. fo bur 
« paſſions. but our underſtandings, and offer ſuch 
informations as will very much facilitate the-pub- 
lick ſervice. It has been frequent in the courſe 
« of this debate to hear loud demands for better 
« expedients, and more ' efficacious, than thoſe 
< which have been propoſed, and is it to be con- 
© ceiv'd; that thoſe who called thus eagerly for 
new propoſals intended not to inform themſelves 
but to ſilenee their opponents? From whom, 
Sir, are the beſt methods for the proſecution of 
<© naval affairs to be expected but from thoſe whoſe 
© lives are ſpent in the ſtudy of commerce, whoſe 
« fortunes depend upon the knowledge of the ſea, 
and who will moſt probably exert their abilities 
in contriving- expedients to promote the ſucceſs 
« of the war, than they whom the miſcarriage of 
our fleets muſt irrepairably ruin? 

The merchants, Sir, are enabled by their 
* profeſſion to inform us, are deterr'd by their 
intereſt from deceiving us, they have like all 
other ſubjects, a right to be heard on any queſ- 
tion, and a better right than any other when 
their intereſt is more immediately affected; and 
therefore to refuſe to hear them, vill be at once 
* impolitick and cruel; it will diſcover at the ſame 
time a contempt of the moſt valuable part of 
our fellow-ſubjects, and an inflexible adherence 
to our own opinions. The expedient of aſſert- 
ing this to be a money-bill, by which the 
< juſt remonſtrances of the merchants are intend- 
* ed to be eluded, is too trivial and groſs. to 
be adopted by this aſſembly z if this bill can 
be termed a money-bill, and no petitions are 
therefore to be admitted againſt it, I know. not 
any bill relating to the general affairs of the na- 
tion, which may not plead the ſame title to an 
exemption . from petitions. I therefore deſire 
that the conſideration of this clauſe may be 
Vob. XXI. ; 6 de- 
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© deferred for two days, that the arguments of 
the merchants may be examined, and. that this 
« affair may not be determined without the cleareſt 
4 knowledge, and exacteſt information? . 


Sir Roberi W alpole ſpoke. next, to. this the” 


0 Sir, The petition, whether uſtifiable or not, 
with regard to the occaſion on which it is pre- 
« ſented, or the language in which it is expreſſed, 
« is certainly offer'd at an improper time, and 

therefore ean lay no claim to the regard of this 
aſſembly. The ume preſeribec by the rules of 
this houſe, for the reception of petitions is that, 
at which the bill is wy introduced, not at 
* which it is to be finally determined. The pe- 
* tition before us is faid not to regard the. bill in 

« 'peneral, but a particular clauſe; and it is there- 
« fore aſſerted, that it may naw properly be heard, 
„but this plea will immediately vaniſn, when it 
© ſhall be made appear that the elauſe is not men- 
< tioned in it, and that there is no particular rela- 
tion between that and is Donn, which 1 
5 ſhall attempt — 


Here Sir Fobn 1 remarking that Sir Ro- 
bert . bel ba * n in his hand, roſe and 


— A. 


Sir, I aſe thus FORTE to. 8 the or- 
* der of this aſſembly, and to prevent any gentle- 


man from having in chis debate any other ad- 


vantage above the reſt, than that of ſuperior abi- 
4 lities, or more extenſive knowledpe. Ede i- 
< tion was not order'd by the houſs to be placed in 
the right honourable gentleman's hand, but on 


s the table; nor has hea right to make uſe of any 


© other means for his information, than are in the 


< powerof any other member; if he 1s 1 in doubt 


upon any partieulars contained in it, he may 


move, that the clerk. ſhould A bal to the 
© houſe,” Sir 


Sir Robert Walpole laid down the paper, and 
Henry Pelham,” E qʒ roſe and ſaid, 0 * of 


* 


« Sir, I am ſo far from thinking the rules of Mr. re kae 
« the houſe aſſerted, that, in my opinion, the frech. 


« right of the members is infring d by this pe- 
« remptory. demand. Is it not in the higheſt 
degree requiſite, that he who is about to rea- 
ſon upon the petition, ſhould acquaint himſelf 
« with the ſubject on which he is to ſpeak? What 
© ;jnconventenctes- can enſue from ſuch liberties as 
this, I am not able to diſcover, atid as all the 
orders of the houſe are, doubtleſs, made for 
more eaſy and expeditious diſpatch; if an or- 
der be contrary to this end, it ought to be abro- 
© cated for the reaſons for which others are ob- 
6 Erv'd. The confidence with which this petition 
was preſented, will not ſuffer us to imagine, that 
the perſon who offer'd it, fears that it can ſuffer 
by a cloſe examination, and I ſuppoſe, tho? he 
has ſpoken ſo warmly in favour of it without 
* peruſing, he does not expect that others ſhould 
* with equal confidence admit | 


Sir Jahn Barnard obſerving that Sir Robert 
IValpole leaned forward towards the table, to read 
the petition as it lay, roſe, and ſaid, : 


Sir, I riſe once more to demand the obſerva- 5. 5. 
tion of the orders of the houſe, and to hinder 8amnerd's 


the right honourable gentleman from doing by 
© ftratagem, what he did more openly and honeſt- 
© ly before. It was to little purpoſe that he laid 
* down the petition, if he placed it within reach 
of his inſpection; for I was only deſirous, Sir, 
© to hinder him from reading, and was far from ſu- 
ſpecting that he would take it away. I inſiſt, that 
hencefor ward he obey the rules of this aſſem- 
bly, with his eyes as well as with his hands, 
and take no advantage of his feat, which may 
enable him to perplex the queſtion in debate? 

| 1 Then 


rr 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
Ihen Mr. Speaker ſpoke thus: 
© Sir, It is undoubtedly required by the orders 
of the houſe, that the petitions ſhould lie upon 

the table, and that any member, who is defirous 


% 
- 

of any farther ſatisfaction, ſhould move, that 
- 


Sir Robert 
W alpole's 
ſpeech. 


they be read by the clerk, that every member 
may have the ſame opportunity of underſtand- 

ing and conſidering, them, and that no one may 

be excluded from information by the curioſity 

< or delays of another. But the importance of 
« this affair ſeems not to be ſo very great, as to 

require a rigorous obſervance of the rules; and 

it were to be wiſh'd, for the eaſe an expedition 

of our deliberations, that gentlemen would ra- 

< ther yield points of indifference to one another, 

than inſiſt ſo warmly on circumſtances of a tri- 

«< vial nature.“ | Soo 


Sir Robert Walpole then defired that the clerk 
might read the petition, which being immediately 
done, he proceeded in the following manner : | 


Sir, Having fat above forty years in this aſ- 
* ſembly, and never been called to order before, 
I was ſomewhat diſconcerted by a cenſure fo 
© new and unexpected, and, in my opinion, un- 
© deſerved. So that I am ſomewhat at a loſs, 
with regard to the train of arguments which J 
had formed, and which I will now endeavour 
to recover. Yet I cannot but remark, that thoſe 
« gentlemen who are fo ſollicitous for order in 
others, ought themſelves invariably to obſerve 
it; and, that if I have once given an unhappy 
< precedent of violating the rules of this houſe, I 
have, in ſome meaſure, atoned for my inad- 
vertence, by a patient attention to reproof, and a 
ready ſubmiſſion to authority. I hope, Sir, I 
may claim ſome indulgence from the motive of 
* my_ offence, which was only a deſire of aceu- 
< racy, and an apprehenſion that I might, by miſ- 
taking or torgetting ſome paſſages in the peti- 
* . | © tion, 


A. 1741. D, E BAT. E, S. 
« tion, loſe my own time, and interrupt the pro- 
6 ceedings of the houſe to no purpoſe. But ha- 
<, ving- now, according to order, heard the peti- 
tion, and found no reaſon to alter my opinion, 
I ſhall endeavour to convince. the houſe, that 1 it 
7% ought not to be granted. | 

The petition, Sir, is ſo far from bearing any 
6 particular relation to the clauſe now before us, 
that it does not in any part mention the expe- 
dient propoſed in it, but contains a general de- 
+ claration of diſcontent, ſuſpicion, apprehenſions 
of dangerous proceedings, and diſlike of our pro- 
ceedings: Inſinuations, Sir, by no means conſiſ- 
tent with the reverence due to this aſſembly, and 
which the nature of civil government requires 
« always to be paid to the legiſlative power. To 
+ ſuſpe& any man, Sir, in common life, is in ſome 
degree to detract from his n which muſt 
ſuffer in proportion to the ſuppoſed wiſdom and 
integrity of him who declares his ſuſpicion. To 
5 ſuſpe& the conduct of this Parliament, is to in- 
validate their deciſions, and fubje& them to con- 
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tempt and oppoſition. Such, and ſuch only, 
appears to be the tendency of the petition which 
has now been read; a petition, Sir, very un- 
ſkilfully drawn, if it was intended againſt the 
« clauſe under our conſideration, for it has not 
a fingle period or expreſſion that does not 
« equally regard all the other clauſes. If any par- 
ticular objection is made, or any ſingle grievance 
more diſtinctly pointed at, it is the practice of 
impreſſes, a hardſhip I own peculiar to the 
ſailors ; bat: it muſt be obſerved, that it is a 
practice eftabliſh'd by immemorial cuſtom, and a 
train of precedents not to be number'd; and it 
is well known that the whole common law of 
this nation, is nothing more than cuſtom, of 
which the beginning cannot be traced. Impreſ- 
Ts Sir, e in all Fr; been iſſued out by 
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PAR LIAME wTarRy A, 1741. 


9 virtue of the royal prerogative, and have in 
all ages been obey'd, and if this exertion of the 
authority had been confider'd as à method of 


* ſeverity not compenſated by the benefits which 
it produces, we cannot imagine but former Par- 


* liaments, amidſt all their ardour' for liberty, all 
their tenderneſs for the people, and all their ab- 
£ horence of the power of the erown, would 


© have obviated it by ſome law, at thoſe times 


« when nothing could have been refufed them, 


© The proper times for new ſchemes, and long de- 
7 liberations;' for amending our conftitation, and 


removing inveterate grievances, are the days of 
F proſperity and fafety, when no immediate dan- 
ger preſſes upon us, nor any publick calamity 
appears to threaten us; but when war is decla- 
red, when we are engaged im open hoftilities | 
age" inſt one nation, and expect to be ſpeedily at- 
tacked by another, we are not to try experi- 
ments, but apply to dangerous evils thoſe re- 
medies, which tho” diſagreeable, we know te be 
efficacious. And tho', Sir, the petitioners had 
been more particular, I cannot diſcover the rea- 
ſonableneſs of hearing them by their eonncil ; 
for what purpoſe are the lawyers to he intro- 
duc'd? Not to inſtruct us by their learning, for 
their employment is to underſtand the laws that 
have been already made, and fop ore Fe prac- 
tices which they find effabliſh'd.” the queſ- 
tion before us relates not to the paſt but the fu- 
ture, nor are we now to examine what has been 
done in former ages, but what it will become 
us to eftabliſh on the preſent occaſion, a ſubject 
of enquiry on which this houſe can expect very 
little information from the profe ffors of the law! 
Perhaps the | petitioners expect from: their 
council, that they ſhould diſplay the fecundity 
of their imagination, and tlie elegance of their 
5 „language, that they, hound amuſe us with the 
N illuſions 


«„ „ «„ „ 
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« illuſions of oratory, dazxle us with bright ideas, 
« affect, us with ſttong repreſentations, and Jull 
us with hatmonious periods; but if it be only 
intended that juſt facts and valid arguments 
ſnould be laid Ne they will be received 
without the decorations of the bar. For this 
end, Sir, it would have been ſufficient, had the 
merchants inform'd their repreſentatives of the 
methods which they have. to ptopoſe; for the 
abilities of the gentlemen whom the city has de- 
« puted to this aſſembly, are well known to be 


ſueh as ſtand in need of no aſſiſtance from oc- 


caſional: orators. Nor can it be expected, that 
any men Would be found more capable of un- 
derſtanding the arguments of the merchants, or 
better qualified to lay them before the Parlia- 
ment. That every petitioner has (except on 
*. money-bills) a right to be heard, is undoubtedly 
true; but it is no leſs evident, that this right is 
* lmited to a certain time, and that on this occa- 
ſion the proper time is elapſed. Juſtice is due 
+ both. to individuals and to the nation; if peti- 
tions may at any time be offer'd, and are when- 
© ever. offet'd, to be heard; a ſmall body of men 
might by wifeaſonable and importunate pett- 
tions, retard any occaſional law, till it ſhould be- 
come unnsceſſary. Petitions, Sir, are to be offer'd 
when a new bill is brought into the houſe, that 
all uſeful information may be obtained; but when 
it has paſſed thto* the examination of the com- 
mittees, has been approved by the collective 
wiſdom of Parliament, and requires only a for- 
mal ratification to give it the force of a law, it 
is neither uſual nor decent to offer petitions, or 
declare any diſlike of what the Parliament has 
admitted. We are not, when we have proceed- 
ed thus fat, to ſuffer pleaders to examine our 
conduct, or vary our determinations, according 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
lieve leſs acquainted with the queſtion than our- 
ſelves. Should we once be reduced to aſk advice, 
and ſubmit to dictators, what would be the re- 
putation of this aſſembly in foreign courts or in 


our own country? What could be expected but 


that our enemies of every kind would endea- 
vour to regulate our determinations by bribing 
our inſtructors. Nor can I think it neceſſary that 


lawyers ſhould be employed in laying before us 


any ſcheme which the. merchants may Propoſe, 
for ſupplying the defects, and redrefling the in- 
conventencies of the laus, by which ſailors are 


at preſent levied for the royal navy; for how 
ſhould lawyers be more qualified than other men, 


to explain the particular advantages of ſuch ex- 


pedients, or to anſwer any objections which 


may happen to riſe? It is well known that it 
is not eaſy for the moſt happy. ſpeaker to impreſs 
his notions with. the ſtrength with which he con- 


ceives them, and yet harder is the taſk of tranſ⸗ 


mitting imparted knowledge, of conveying to 
others thoſe ſentiments which we have not 
ſtruck out by our own reflection, net collected 
from our own experience, but received merely 


from the dictates of another. Yet ſuch muſt be 


the information that lawyers can give us, who 
can only relate what they have implicitly re- 


ceivid, and weaken the arguments which they 
have heard, by an imperfect recital. Nor do! 


only oppoſe the admiſſion of lawyers to our bar, 
but think the right of the merchants themſelves 


in the preſent caſe very queſtionable; for/ tho? in 


general it muſt be allowed, that every petitioner 
* has a claim to our attention, yet it is to be in- 
* quir'd whether it is likely that the publick hap- 


a pineſs is his chief concern, and whether his pri- 


vite intereſt is not too much affected to ſuffer 
him to give impartial evidence, or. honeſt infor- 
Rane: Scarcely any law can be made by 


af U which 


A. r. DE BAT E S. 

Anek ſome man is not either impoveriſh'd, or 
« hinderd from growing rich; and we are not to 
« liſte to complaints, of which the foundation is 


« ſo eaſily diſeover'd, or imagine a law leſs uſeful, 
« becauſe thoſe who ſuffer ſome immediate incon- 


« yenience from it, do not approve it. The queſ- 


© tion” before” us is required by the preſent ext- 


C difeins'-ro be ſpeedily dechlat/ "and 
tho the merehants have with great tenderneſs, 


compaſſion, and modeſty, condeſcended to offer 
* us their advice, I: think expedition preferable to 
any information that can reaſonably be expected 


from them, and that as they will ſuffer in the 
« firſt! place by any miſcondu@ ' of our naval af- 


« fairs, we ſhall Mew more regard to their intereſt 


by manning our fleet immediately, than by wait- 


* jb * B * wy I 7 # 4 *$ * 2 1 1 > * 7 b 0 7 1 2 a 2 1 4 3 „ , 1 14 Fs 
5 D 29 — 1 14 1 RESI £ - af * . i 
Samuel Sandys, Eſq; anſwer'd to this effect. 
e 3 38 141. nnn 5 6 


Sir, The merchants of London, whether we 8 
conſider their numbers, their property, their 


integrity, or their wiſdom, are a body of too 
much importance to be thus contemptuouſly 
rejected; rejected when they aſk nothing that 
* can be juſtly denied to the meaneſt ſubject of 
« the nation, when they propoſe to ſpeak on no- 
thing but what their profeſſion enables them 
to underſtand. To no purpoſe is it urg'd, that 
* the bill is far advänc'd, for if we have not 
proceeded in the right way, we ought to be in 
more haſte to return, in proportion as we have 
gone farther; nor ean I diſcover why we ſhould 
* expedite with ſo much affiduity meaſures which 


are judg'd ineffectual, by thoſe who know their 


* conſequences-beſt, and for whoſe advantage they 
* are particularly deſign'd.” That we have already 


* ſpent ſo much time in confidering methods for 


' matining” the fleet, is ſurely one reaſon Why we 
: ſhould-endeayour at laſt ta eſtabliſn ſuch as may 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
© be effectual, nor can we hope to ſucceed without 
< patient attention to their opinion, who muſt 


neeeſſarily be well experienced in naval affairs. 


Mr. Attor- 
vey Gene- 
ral's ſpecen 


p „ * 


It is ſurely therefore neither prudent nor juſt to 
* ſhut out intelligence from our aſſemblies, and 
ridicule the good intention of thoſe that offer it, 
to conſult upon the beſt expedients for encou- 
< raging and encreaſing ſailors, and when the mer- 
chants offer their ſcheme to treat them as ſaucy, 
+ impertinent, idle medlers, that aſſume »—— 


Here Mr. Attorney Genetal calf'd him to order, 


gy « 


and ſpoke aftet this manner. 


Srir, It is not very conſiſtent to preſs, the dil. 
patch of buſineſs, and to retard it at the ſame 


time by invidious inſinuations, or unjuſt repre- 


ſentations of arguments or enpreſſions; when- 


ever any expreſſion is cenſured, it ought to be 
repeated in the ſame words; for otherwiſe, does 
« not the animadverter raiſe the phantom that he 


_ © encounters? Does he not make ihe ſtain, which 


.c tire.“ 8 


* he endeavours with ſo much officious zeal to 
wipe away? That no epithets of contempt or 
« ridicule have in this debate been applied to the 


merchants, nor any violation of decency attempt- 


ed, it is unneceſſary to prove, and therefore it is 


neither regular nor candid to repreſent any man 


as aggravating the refuſal of their petition with 
« reproaches and inſults. But not to dwell longer 
on this incident, I will take the Hberty of re- 
minding the gentleman, that perſonal in vectives 
are always at leaſt ſuperfluous, and that the bu- 
fineſs of the day tequires rather arguments than 
F Din , 13 . : 
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Mr. dh: | © Sir} I am by no means convinced that the 
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learned gentleman who charges me with irregu- 


key, is better nequaintcd-than/mayſelF with the 
NN 3 | Fn rules 


A. 741. DE BAT ES. 
« mules and cuſtoms of this houſe, which I have 
ſrudied with ee pplication. aſſiſted by long 
experience. „therefore, it will be no in- 
excuſable ——— if, -inſtead- of a tacit ſub- 
miſſiom to his cemſure, I aſſert in my own vindi- 


cation, that I have not deviated from the eſta- 


bliſed rules oi Parliament, that E have ſpoken 


5 only in [defence of merit inſulted, and that I 
have condemned only injurious inſinuations. I 
gid not, Sir, attempt tu repeat ſuch e xpeoibons, 
, ph eds; without — 


Then Mr. Speaker ſaid. 


* I believe the gentleman either heard imper- Mr. can 
« feflyg: or miſunderſtood theſe expreſſions, which 2 


he ſo warmly condemns, for nothing has been 
< uttered: that could juſtly: excite his indignation. 
My office obliges me om this occaſion to remark, 
that the regard due to the dignity of the houſe 
+ ought to reſtrain every member from digreſſions 

into private ſatire; for in proportion, as We pro- 
© ceed. with leſs e our emen, will 
have ſeſs influence.“ tft H e N 


: Henry Pabam, Eſq > ber. next in fubſtance as 
nee n 


an 


„ The 3 7 honourable - = 


9 has acquired by his uncommon. know- 
6 kdge.of:the ufages of Parliament, is too well 
founded to be ſhaken, nor was any attack upon 
* his character intended, when he was interrupted 
in the proſecution of his deſign. To. cenſure 

* any indecent expreſſion, by whomſoever uttered, 
is doubtleſs conſiſtent. with the ſtricteſt regulari- 
ty; nor 1s it leſs proper to obviate any miſrepre- 
fentation which inattention or miſtake may pro- 
* duce;: Lam far, Sir, from thinking that the 
_ * gentleman's indignation was excited rather by 
* makey than-milta 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
may produce conſequences which cannot be too 
*; cautiouſly avoided. How unwillingly would 
that gentleman propagate through the nation an 
opinion that the merehants were inſulted in this 
< houſe, their intereſt neglected, and their intelli- 
< gence deſpiſed, at a time when no aſperſion was 
© thrown upon them, nor any. thing intended but 
< tenderneſs and regard? And yet ſuch had been 
the repreſentation of this days debate, which 
this numerous audience would have conveyed to 
© the populace, had not the miſtake been immedi- 
© ately reCtified,. and the rumour cruſned in the 


* 


MNMothing, Sir, can be more injurious to the 

character of this aſſembly, by which the people 
< are repreſented, than to accuſe them of treating 
any claſs of men with inſolence and contempt, 
and too much diligence cannot be uſed in obvi- 
ating a report, which cannot be ſpread in the na- 
tion, without giving riſe to diſcontent, clamours, 


and ſedition. Thoſe who ſhall. be inelined to 
reject the-petition, may perhaps act with no leſs 
regard to the merchants, and may promote their 
intereſt and their ſecurity with no leſs ardour 
than thoſe who moſt ſolicitouſly labour for its 
reception. For, if they are not allowed to be 
heard, it is only becauſe the publick intereſt re- 
quires expedition, and becauſe every delay of 
our preparations is an injury to trade. That 
this is not a proper time for petitions againſt the 
+. bill-to/be heard, is univerſally known, and I can 
© diſcover-nothing in the petition that xeſtrains it 
to this particular clauſe, Which is ſo far from 
being ſpecified, that it appears to be the only 
< part of the bill of which they have had no in- 
+. telligence. -- Let the warmeſt. advocates. for the 
5. petition, point out any part of it that relates to 
this fingle clauſe, and I will retract my aſſertion; 
e but as it appears that there are only general de- 

* ; _ + clarations 
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«© clarations of the inexpediency of the meaſures 
propoſed, and the pernicious tendency of the 
methods now in uſe; what is the petition; but a 


eomplaint a 
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gainſt the bill, and a requeſt that it 


* ſhould be laid afide ? The practice of impreſſes, 


. 


c 
c 
c 


„ 
c 


c 


Sir, is particularly cenſur'd, as ſevere and op- 


« preflive; a charge, which however true, has no 


relation to this clauſe, which is intended to pro- 
mote the voluntary engagement of ſailors in the 
ſervice of the crown; yet it may not be impro- 
per to obſerve, that as the practice of impreſſing, 
is, in itſelf, very efficacious, 'and well adapted 
to ſudden emergencies, as it has been eſtabliſſid 
by a long ſucceſſion of ages, and is therefore be- 
come almoſt a part of our conſtitution; and as 


it is at this time neceſſary to ſupply the navy 


with the utmoſt expedition, it is neither decent 
nor prudent to complain too loudly againſt, or 
to heighten the diſcontent of the Fein at a 
neceſſary evil. 

We have, Sir, cxunia'h every part of this 
bill with the attention which the defence of the 
nation requires, we have ſoften*d the rigour of 


the methods firſt propoſed, and admitted no vi- 


olence or hardſhip that is not abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to make the law effectual, which like every 


other law muſt be executed by force, if it oe 


obſtructed or oppoſed. We have inſerted a 
number of amendments, propoſed by thoſe Nh 


are repreſented as the moſt anxious guardians of 


the privileges of the people, and it is not ſurely 
* to no purpoſe that the great council of the nation 
has ſo long and ſo ſtudiouſly labour'd. - Thoſe 
who are choſen by the people to repreſent them, 


” have undoubtedly, Sir, ſome claim as individuals 


* to their confidence and reſpect; for to imagine 
that they have committed the great charge of 
parliamentary employment, that they have truſted 
their liberties and their 9 to thoſe whoſe 
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integrity they ſuſpect, or whoſe underſtandings 
they deſpiſe, is to imagine them much more 
ſtupid than they have been repreſented by thoſe 


who are cenſur'd as their enemies. Zut far dif. 


ferent is the regard due to the determinations 
formed by the collective wiſdom of Parliament; 
a regard which ought to border upon reverence, 
and which is ſcarcely conſiſtent with the leaſt 


murmur of diſſatisfaction. If we are to hear 


the preſent petitioners, is it not probable that 


before we have diſpatch'd them, we ſhall be 
ſollicited by others, who will then plead the 


ſame right, ſupported by a new precedent? And 
is it not poſſible that by one interruption upon 
another, our meaſures may be delayed, till they 


ſhall: be ineffectual? It ſeems to me to be of 
much more importance to defend the merchants 


than to hear them, and I ſhall therefore think 


no conceſſions at this time expedient, which may 
obſtru the great end of our endeavours, the 


equipment of the fleet.” 


William Pulteney, Eſq; then ſpoke as follows. 


Mr. Pulte- © | 


ney's ſpeech 
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Sir, ' Notwithſtanding the art and eloquence 
with which the grant of the merchants petition 
has been oppoſed, I am not yet able to diſco- 


ver that any thing is aſked unreaſonable, un- 


precedented, or inconvenient, and I am confi- 
dent, that no real objection can have been 
overlook'd by the gentlemen who have ſpoken 
againſt it. I have ſpent, Sir, thirty-five years 
of my life in Parliament, and know that infor- 
mation has always upon important queſtions 
been willingly received, and it cannot ſurely be 
doubted that the petitioners are beſt able to in- 
form us of naval buſineſs, and to judge what 
will be the right method of reconciling the 
ſailors to the publick ſervice, or of ſupplying 
our fleets without. injuring our trade. Their 

5 « abilities 


A, 1741. DE BAT ES. 
$ abilities and importance have been hitherto ſo 


* 
muſſ think very contemptuouſly of the petitio- 
5 
« offer that will counterbalance a delay of two 
days, and muſt entertain an elevated idea of 


the vigilance and activity of our enemies, ene- 


believes that they can gain great advantages in 
ſo ſhort a time. The chief reaſon of the op- 
« poſition appears, indeed, not to be either the 
* irregularity or inexpediency of hearing them, 
but the offence which ſome have received from 
an irreverent mention of the power of impreſſ- 
ing, a power which never can be mentioned 
vithout complaint or deteſtation. It is not, 
indeed, impoſſible that they may intend to re- 
preſent to the houſe, how much the ſailors are 
I Ky ns how much our commerce is impeded, 
* and how much the power of the nation is ex- 
* hauſted by this cruel method. They may pro- 
* poſe to ſhew that ſailors not having the choice 
© of their voyages, are often hurried through a 
* ſudden change of climates from one extreme to 
another, and that nothing can be expected from 
0 prey” a0 but fickneſs, lameneſs, — 
* death. They may propoſe, that to have juſt 
arrived = che ant may be pleaded Was 
© exemption from an immediate voyage to the 
* north, and that the ſeaman may have ſome 
time to prepare himfelf for ſo great an alterati- 
* on, by a reſidence of a few months in a tem- 
perate climate. If this ſhould be their intenti- 
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< niſh them for a crime which it is only "yy 
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chef unreaſonable, or, diſfelpectful, nor will 
« their. allegations be eaſily. diſproved. But it is 


| PN le Wai in my SIND, Sir, be call'd ei- 


MY W that their grievances are probably 
uc 


K 


h as affect them only as diſtinct from the 


© reſt of the community, and that they have no- 


thing to complain of but a temporary interrup- 


25 


ve all 


« why we hive not taken care to obviate all theſe 
« difficulties, and to remove the neceſſity of peti- 
tions, debates, ſearches, and impreſſes, by the 
plain and eaſy method of a voluntary regiſter; 
i by retaining ſuch a number of ſeamen as may 
« probably be requifite upon ſudden emergencies. 
Would not the nation with more chearfulneſs 
« contribute half. pay to thoſe who are daily la- 
« bouring for the publick good, than to the cater- 
e pillars of the land ſervice, that grow old in lazi- 
« neſs, and are diſabled only by vice? Let ten 
thouſand men receive daily a ſmall falary, upon 
condition that 'they ſhall be ready, whenever 
called upon, to engage in the ſervice of the 
crown, and the difficulty of our naval prepara- 
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« tions will be at an end. That it is neceſſary to 
« exert ourſelves on this occafion, and to ſtrike out 
© ſome meaſures for ſecuring the dominion of the 
ocean, cannot be denied by any one who confi- 
. 
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ders that we have now no other pretenſions to 
maintain; that all our influence on the continent; 
at whatever expence gained and ſupported, is 
now in a manner loft, and only the reputation of 
our naval ſtrength remains to preſerye us from 
by trampled and inſulted by every power, 
and from finding Spaniards in every climate.” 


Sir William Longe ſpoke in ſubſtance as follows. 


Sir, The violence and ſeverity of impreſſes, Sit Fills 
* ſo often and ſo pathetically complaitied of, ap- gee. 
* pears to be now nothing more than a puniſhment 
inflicted upon thoſe who neglect or refuſe to re- 
* ceive the encouragement offered with the utmoſt 
* liberality by the government, and decline the 
* ſervice of their country from a ſpirit of avarice, 
6 obſtinacy, or reſentment. That ſuch men de- 
* ſerve ſome ſeverities, cannot be doubted, and 
* therefore a law by which no penalty ſhould be 
* enated, would be imperfe& and ineffectual. 
Vor. XXI. Gg »The 
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The obſervation, Sir, of all laws is to be en- 


forced by rewards on one ſide, and puniſhments 
on the other, that every paſſion may be influ- 
© enced, and even our weakneſs made inſtrumental 
© to the performance of our duty. In the bill be- 
© fore us no puniſhment is indeed expreſly decreed, 
<* becauſe the ſailors who ſhall diſregard it, are 
© only left to their former hardſhips, from which 


_ © thoſe who engage voluntarily in the ſervice of 


* the navy are exempted, Why ſo many rewards 
© and ſo much violence ſhould be neceſfary to al- 
ure or force the ſailors into the publick ſervice, 
© I am unable to comprehend. For excepting the 
* ſudden change of climates, which may doubtleſs 
© ſometimes bring on diſtempers, his Majeſty's 
© ſervice has no diſadvantages which are not 
common to that of the merchants. The wages 
in the navy are indeed leſs, but then it is to 
be remembered, that they are certainly paid, 
© and that the failor is in leſs danger of lofing by 
© a tempeſt, or a wreck, the whole profits of his 
© voyage, becauſe, if he can preſerve his life, he 
* receives his pay. But in trading voyages, the 
* ſeamen mortgage their wages, as a ſecurity for 


their care, which, if the ſhip is loſt, they are 


* condemned to forfeit. Thus, Sir, the hardſhips 
of the navy appear not ſo great when compared 
© with thoſe of the merchants ſervice, as they 
© have been hitherto repreſented; and I doubt not, 
* that if counſellors were to be heard on both 


- © fides, the meaſures taken for ſupplying the fleet 


<* would be found to be reaſonable and juft.? 


Sir John Barnard roſe to ſpeak, when Henry 
Fox, Eſq; called to order, and proceeded. 


Sir, It is well known to be one of the ftand- 


ing and unyariable orders of this houſe, that no 


* member ſhall ſpeak twice in a debate on the ſame 
© queſtion, except when for greater freedom we 


BI : + reſolve 


r ⁰y PI Puts 


« reſolve ourſelves into a committee. Upon this 


« queſtion the honourable gentleman has already 
< ſpoken, and cannot therefore be heard again 


« without ſuch a tranſgreſſion of our orders as 


muſt inevitably produce confuſion + 


Then Sir Fobn Barnard ſpoke thus. 


po — 


45% 


© Sir, I know not for what reaſon the honoura- Sir Fob» 


ble gentleman apprehends any violation of the 


order of the houſe; for as I have not yet ſpoken 
© upon the preſent queſtion, I have an undoubted 
« right to be heard, a right which that gentleman 


cannot take away,” | 
Sir William Yonge next ſpoke to this effect. 


Barnard's 
nſwer, 


Sir, I know not by what ſecret diſtinction the Sir Ein 


* gentleman ſupports in his own mind this decla- 
ration, which, to the whole houſe muſt appear 
very difficult to be defended ; for we muſt, be- 
fore we can admit it, allow our memories to have 
* forſaken us, and our eyes and ears to have been 
© deceived. Did he not, as ſoon as the clauſe be- 
© fore us was read, riſe and aſſert the characters of 
the petitioners, and their right to the attention 
* of the houſe? Did he not dwell upon their im- 
* portance, their abilities, and their integrity; and 
* enforce with his uſual eloquence, every motive 
* to the reception of the petition ? How then can 
* he aſſert that he has not ſpoken in the preſent 
debate, and how can he expect to be heard a 


* ſecond time, ſince however his eloquence may 


* Pleaſe, and his arguments convince, that pleaſure 
* and conviction cannot now be obtained, without 
infringing the ſtanding orders of the houſe ? 


Then the Speaker roſe, and ſpoke to this purport. 


Yonge's 
reply. 


© It is not without uneaſineſs that I ſee the time we. Speakes 
* of the houſe and of the publick, waſted in fruit- eech. 


* leſs cavils and unneceſſary controverſies, ' Every 
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 PARLTAMENTARY A. 1741. 
gentleman ought now to conſider that we are 
conſulting upon no trivial queſtion, and that ex- 
pedition is not leſs neceſſary than accuracy. It 
cannot be denied, Sir, [to Sir Jobn Barnard] 
that you have already ſpoken on this queſtion, 
and that the rules of the houſe do not allow you 
to ſpeak a ſecond time.“ | | 


Then Sir Robert Malpole ſaid. 


Sir Robert Sir, I am far from thinking the order of the 
houſe ſo ſacred, as that it may not be neglected 
on ſome important occaſions, and if the gentle- 
man has any thing to urge ſo momentous, that, 
in his own opinion, it outweighs the regard due 
to our rules, I ſhall willingly conſent that he ſhall 
be heard.” 8 6-5 IT ne 


Then Sir John Barnard ſpoke as follows. 


i Sir Joby Sir, I am far from being inclined to receive 
Fe.“ as a favour, what, in my own opinion, I may 
claim as a right, and defire not to owe the liber- 
ty of ſpeaking to the condeſcenſion of the right 
honourable gentleman. What I have to urge is 
no leſs againſt the bill in general than the parti- 
- cular clauſe now immediately under our conſi- 
deration, and though the petition ſhould relate 
likewiſe to the whole bill, I cannot diſcover 
why we ſhould refuſe to hear it. Petitions from 
men of much inferior rank, and whoſe intereſt 
is much leſs cloſely connected with that of the 
publick, have been thought neceſſary to be 
heard, nor is the meaneſt individual to be injured 
or reſtrained without being admitted to offer his 
arguments in his own favour. Even the jour- 
©-neymen-ſhoemakers, one of the loweſt claſſes of 
.  *,the community, have been permitted to bring 
their counſel to our bar, and remonſtrate againſt 
© the inconveniencies.to which they were afraid of 


being ſubjected,.* 
being ſuby Th 
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Then Thomas Winnington, Eſq; ſpoke thus. 


« Sir, I am always willing to hear petitions, 


753 


Mr. Wine 
nington's 


«< when reſpectfully drawn up, and regularly fub- ſeech. 


« ſcrib'd, but can by no means diſcover that this 
< is a real petition, for I have heard of no names 
« affixed to it; it is therefore a requeſt from nobo- 
dy, and by rejecting it no man is refuſed. It 
may, fo far as can be diſcover'd, be drawn u 
« by the gentleman who offer'd it, and perhaps 
no other perſon may be acquainted with it.“ 


Then William Hay, Eſq; ſpoke to the follow- 
ing purport. : 


« Sir, It is, in my opinion, neceſſary that a pe- Mr. Hay's 


« tition in the name of the merchants of London 
« ſhould be ſubſcribed by the whole number; for 
if only a few ſhould put their names to it, how 
does it appear that it is any thing more than an 
« apprehenſion of danger to their own particular 
4 1 


intereſt, which perhaps the other part, their ri- 


vals in trade, may conſider as an ad vantage, or 
at leaſt regard with indifference? This ſuſpicion 
is much more reaſonable, when a petition is ſub- 


imagined to have partial views, and deſigns not 
rays confiſtent with the intereſt of the pub- 
ick,” | | 


Sir Charles Wager then ſpoke thus, 


« Sir, If Lam ri htly inform'd, another petition Sir Charlee 


is preparing by ſeveral eminent merchants, that 
this clauſe may ſtand part of the bill; and cer- 
tainly they ought to be heard as well as the pre- 
ſent petitioners, which will occaſion great and 
unneceſſary delays, and therefore I am againſt 
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ſeribed by a ſmaller number, who may eaſily be 


Wager's 
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ue Hume Campbell, _ anſwer'd to this 
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ref6katioh for chit 43 5 For I ſhall invaria- 
bly promote every propoſal which tends to pro- 
cure'the fulleſt information 1 in all affairs that ſhall 
come before us.“ 


Then the queſtion was put, That the furtlier 
conſideration of the report be adjourn'd for two 
days (in order to hear the merchants) and it paſs'd 
in the negative, Ayes 142, Noes 192. | 


Upon which the houſe went through the ſubſe- 
quent and laſt, amendment made by the committee 
to the ſaid bill, (being that for limiting the wages 
of ſeamen in the merchant ſeryice) and with ſome 
amendments agreed thereunto; and a clauſe (being 

the laſt in the above copy of the bill) was added, 
and an amendment made by the houſe to the bill; 
after which i it was ordered to be ingroſſed. 


Debate, and Upon the 23d, the bill was read a third time, 


clauſes offer - 


<d upon the When Edward Digey, Eſq; ſtood up and ſpoke : as 
-» uy tea. follows, vis. 


; i « $ 


Mr. Speaker, 


1 © Sir, I have a clauſe to be offer'd to the houſe 


as neceflary to be inſerted in the bill before us, 
© which was put into my hands by a member, 


'* whom a ſudden misfortune has made unable to 
attend his duty, and which, in his opinion and 
'< mine, is of great importance, 725 l ſhall there- 
; Fr fore take the liberty of readin | 


Be it enacted, that every Calan offering him 
« ſelf to ſerve his Majeſty, ſhall, upon being re- 


oo fuſed, receive from ſuch captain, lieutenant, or 


66 juſtice 


oF") = 


— — 
r 
— U 
1A = = 


cc juſtice of the peace, a certificate, ſetting forth j 
the reaſons for which he is refuſed, which cer- 
c tificate may be produced by him, as an exemp- 
& tion from being ſeized by a warrant of impreſs.” 
I hope the reaſonableneſs and equity of this 
« clauſe is ſo inconteſtably apparent, that it will 
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find no oppoſition; for what can be more cruel, 
aunjuſt, or oppreſſive, than to puniſh men for Wil 
neglect of a law which they have endeavour'd to 1: 

* obey? To what purpoſe ate rewards offered, if 11 

© they are denied to thoſe who come to claim "fs | 

them? What is it leſs than theft, and fraud, to 1 

« force a man into the ſervice who would willing- 1118 

* ly have enter'd, and ſubject him to hardſhi wi. 

* without the recompence which he may juſtly [1108 
demand from the ſolemn promiſe of the legiſla- 14 

„„ 8 15 by 

Sir Charles Wager next ſpoke to this effect. | ih bi 

| Sir, To this clauſe, which the gentleman has Sir charles Ft N 
| 5 repreſented as ſo reaſonable and juſt, objections ook. Uh | 
may, in my opinion, be eafily made, of whic m ö 
| * he will himſelf acknowledge the force. The FTE 
a 0 +" : . © y» 1 
great obſtruction of publick meaſures is partiali- FAY 

ty, whether from friendſhip, bribery, or any o- 11 

ö * ther motive; againſt partiality alone the clauſe its 
5 * which is now offered, is levelled, and indeed it i 1 
* is ſo dangerous an evil, that it cannot be obvia- I! I} 

ted with too much caution. But this clauſe, in- 4 6 

e * ſtead of preventing private correſpondence, and 1 
5 illegal combinations, has an evident tendency to % 
5 * produce them, by inciting men to apply with 4 
to ; pretended offers of ſervice to thoſe who are be- wy 
fore ſuborned to refuſe them, then make à merit l 
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* obtained; laugh at all —— to 0 n 
* in the publick ſervice.. da 


Then Edward Digby, Eſq; Ck thus. 


e Sir, If this authority lodged in the aids of 

« thoſe who are propoſed in the clauſe to be en- 

e truſted with it, be in danger of being executed 
+ without due regard to the end for which it is 
granted, let it be placed where there is neither 

© temptation nor opportunity to abuſe it. Let the 
. Admiralty alone have the power of granting ſuch 
certificates, the officers of which will be able to 
judge whether the ſailor is really unfit for the 

* ſeryice, and deliver thoſe, whom age or accidents 
© have diſabled, from the terror of impreſſes; for 
© ſurely, he that is fit to ſerye when taken by vio- 
© lence, is no leſs qualified when he enters volun- 


1 « tarily, and he who could not be admitted when 
Is © he tendered himſelf, ought not 'to be dragged 
RI © away, when perhaps he has contraſted 555 ano- 
(i © ther voyage.“ 

W | | Sir Charles Wager "Th 


Wa 5 rag « Sir, It is, doubtleſs, more proper to place ſuch 
1 ager s 
oer. authority in the officers of the Admiralty, than 
5 in any other; but it does not appear that the 
benefit which the ſailors may receive from it, to 
whatever hands it is entruſted, will not be over- 
« balanced by the injury which the publick will 
« probably ſuffer. Sailors are frequently levied in 
remote parts of the kingdom; in ports where 
the Admiralty cannot ſpeedily be informed of 
the reaſons for which thoſe that may petition for 
certificates have been refuſed, and therefore can- 
5 oh 25 them without danger of being decei- 
fraudulent accounts. The grievance for 
which the remedy is propoſed cannot frequently 
decur; for it is not probable that in a time of 
naval preparations any man qualified 1 for the ſer- 
+ vice 
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vice ſnould be rejected, Lider che ebene gu 
nothing by their refuſal. 


Then William Hay, Eſq; ſpoke as follows. 


Sir, It is very poſſible that thoſe inſtances Me. 2 


which may be produced of men, who have been 


rejected by another, may be only the conſe- 
quences of the high value which every man is 
ready to ſet upon his own abilities. For he that 
offers himſelf, no doubt, demands the high- 
eſt premium, tho? he be not an able - ſailor 
and if rejected, and afterwards impreſſed as a 
novice, thinks himſelf at liberty to complain 


„ 


partiality, and oppreſſion.” 


The queſtion being put, was reſoly'd i in the ne- 
gative almoſt unanimouſly. 


4875 


ſpeec h. 


impreſſed by one officer, after they have been 


with the moſt importunate ee of n 


Then Edward Southwell, Eſq; offer d a 1 | 
importing, That all ſailors who ſhould take ad - 


vance - money of the merchants, ſhould be oblig'd 
to perform their agreements, or be liable to be 
taken up by any magiſtrate or juſtice of the peace, 
and deemed deſerters, except they were in his 
Majeſty? 8 ſhips of war. 


He was ſeconded by the Lord G. 5 


Sir, As this clauſe has no other tendency than 
to promote the intereſt of the merchants, with- 
* out obſtructing the publick preparations z as ĩt 


Lord Gage 
ſpeech, 


© tends only to confirm legal contracts, and facili- 
tate that commerce from whence the wealth 
and power of this nation ariſes, I hope it will 


* readily be admitted, as we may, by adding this 

* ſanction to the contra made between the mer- 

* chants and ſailors, in ſome degree balance the 

x obſtructions, wherewith we have em 
: frade by the other elauſes.“ 100 | 

Then 
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PA R LIANME N T AR Y A. 174 1. 
1 Then Sir Char les Wager replied. : 


This clauſe is unqueſtionably. reaſonable, but 
not neceflary, for it is to be found already in an 
act made for the encouragement of the mer- 
* chants, which is ſtill in force, and ought when- 
5 ever any ſuch frauds are committed, to be rigo- 
* rouſly obſery'd.? _ 5 


Sir Robert Walpole then defir'd that the clerk 
might read the act, in which the clauſe was ac- 


. 


cordingly found, and Edward Soythwell, Eſq; 
withdrew his motion, 24 


Then the queſtion was put, Whether the bil 
for the encreaſe and encouragement of ſailors, Ec. 
do paſs, which was reſolv*d in the affirmative, 153 


againſt 79. 


Proteſin- March 9, There happen'd a debate in the 
— * en houſe of Lords, which occaſioned the following 


A number of proteſt. | 


Monday, March 9, 1740-1. This day the bill 
intitled, An act for puniſhing mutiny and deſer- 
tion, and for the better payment of the army and 
their quarters, being read a third time, the queſtion 
was put, whether this bill ſhall paſs; it was re: 
wr min 
323 <4 te 
Becauſe it does not appear to us, that the forces 
which are now kept up within this realm, are to 
be employ'd to annoy our enemies abroad; and 
we are ſatisfied, the affections of the people to his 
Majeſty, and the proteſtant ſucceſſion are ſuch, 
that there can: be no occafion for them to keep 
this nation in awe. f 516 gs 


 - Abingdon, © Warrington, Carliſle. 
Litchfield, A 
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That our readers may the better underſtand the — l 


following debate, we ſhall firſt give them A co- veut incon- 


py of the bill which was the occaſion of it. rn from 


inſurances 


A bill to prevent ſome inconveniencies ariſing of hive. 
from inſurances of ſhips. 


Whereas it has been found by expericnice, that 
the making aſſurances, intereſt or no intereſt, hath 
been productive of many pernicious practices, 
whereby great numbers of ſhips, with their car- 
goes, have been fraudulently loſt and. deſtroy*d:; 
and a great encouragement to the exportation of 
wool, and the carrying on many other prohibited 
and clandeſtine trades, which are thereby ſecreted, 
and the parties concerned ſecured from loſs, as 
well to the diminution of the publick revenue, as 
to the great detriment and loſs of the fair trader; 
and by introducing an illegal and miſchievous kind 
of gaming or wagering, under the pretence of aſſu- 
ring the riſk on ſhipping and fair trade, the inſti- 
tution and laudable defign of making aſſurances 
hath been perverted ; and that which was intend- 
ed for the encouragement of trade and navigation, 
becomes hurtful of, and deſtructive to the ſame. 

For remedy whereof, and for the effectually 
putting a ſtop to, and for preventing the like un- 
warrantable practices for the future: Be it enacted, 
Sc. That all polices, inſtruments, contracts, or 
promiſes of aſſurance, made from and after 

intereſt or no intereſt, and polices valued 
at the ſum aſſured, or without further proof of in- 
tereſt, than the policy, or in any other words or 
manner, to that or the ſame effect; or upon ſhips, 
or other veſſels or goods, Wadde or to be Walen 
thereon, not made Jong Jae upon intereſt, ſhall 
be, and are hereby declared (void ) any 
law, ſtatute or cuſtom to the contrary in ay wiſe 
notwithſtanding, 5 

Provided always, that nothing in this act con- 
tained, ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to extend, to 
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PARLIAMENTARY A.1741, 
vacate ' or avoid any aſſurances made without 
fraud, upon intereſt of the whole, or any part of 
the ſum for which the aſſured ſhall appeat to be 
concerned in the veſſel, or goods fo affured. 

Provided always, that nothing in this act con- 
tained, ſhall vacate or make void any aſſurance 
made upon account of money lent upon Reſpon- 
dentia, or bottomry bonds, in which the benefit 
of ſalvage is allow'd the lender; nor any aſſurance 
made bond fide, to re- aſſure any ſum before aſſured, 
on any ſhips or veſſels, or their cargoes ; provided 
the ſame be mentioned in the policy to be re- aſſu- 
rance, or on money ſo lent on Reſpondentia, or bot- 
tomry bonds. „ 

And whereas by ſeveral acts of Parliament the 
ſubjects of this kingdom in general are reſtrained 
from trading to the Eaſt-Indies, and the ſole 
right of trading thereto is by law veſted in the 
united company of merchants of Eugland trading 
to the Eaft-Indies; notwithſtanding which, aſſu- 
rances are often made in Great-Britain upon ſhips 
and effects belonging to the ſubjects of foreign 
nations or powers trading to the Eaſt - Indies. Be 
it farther enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, that 
all aſſurances made after the | day of 
. upon any ſhips or effects belong - 
ing to any foreign kingdom, nation or power, or 
to the ſubjects thereof, trading to and from the 
Eaſt- Indies, or from one part thereof to another, 
ſhall be deemed and taken to be (void) to all in- 
tents, conſtructions, and purpoſes whatſoever. 
And whereas aſſurances on the ſhips or effects 
of perſons, alien enemies to this kingdom, are 
greatly prejudicial to the true intereſt thereof, 
and upon the capture of ſuch ſhips or effects, the 
real loſs ſuſtained often falls upon the ſubjects of 
Great- Britain, who have made ſuch aſſurances: 
Be it further enacted, by the authority aforeſaid, 
that no aſſuranſfe to be made directly or 
indirectlx on any the ſhips or effects of the — 
8 | ; 3 jects 


— — 
— 


jects of any Prince or State, not in amity with 
the crown of Great-Britain, at the time ſuch aſſu- 
rance is made, ſhall be of any force or validity in 
law; but ſhall be (void) to all intents, conſtruc- 


CCC 


tions, and purpoſes whatſoever. 


Provided always, that if his Majeſty ſhall at 
any time, during the preſent war, think fit, in 
purſuance of a proviſo contained in an act made 
in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament, entitled, An Al 
for probibiting Commerce with . to take off the 
prohibitions and reſtrictions of commerce, or any 
part thereof; then, and in ſuch caſe, it ſhall and 
may be lawful to make aſſurance on ſuch com- 
merce, or any part thereof; any thing herein 
contained to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
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This bill being read a ſecond time on Friday pebate upon 
| | the 3d of April, Sir Fobn Barnard ſtood: up and i e | 
= ſpoke thus : | "time, IT: 
Mr. Speaker, | | 
Sir, There cannot be brought before this 8. 5:6» 
* houſe any queſtions more difficult in themſelves, —_ . if 
: more entangled with a multiplicity of relations, it 
© or more perplex'd with an endleſs diverſity it 
| © of circumſtauces than thoſe which relate to bl 
; © commercial affairs; affairs on which the moſt 4 
: | © experienc'd often diſagree, and on which the 1 
: * moſt ſagacious may deceive themſelves with er- Js 
K * roneous conjectures. There are no queſtions, 14 
8 * Sir, which require ſo much perſonal knowledge 1 
of the ſubject to which they relate, nor is there i l 
$ | © any ſubject with which ſo few gentlemen in this 1} 
# © houſe have had opportunities of being acquainted. j Y 
7 There are no queſtions, Sir, which their variety my 
5 * of relations to different perſons, expoſes to be ſo 14 
* eaſily miſrepreſented without detection, nor any " 
: nn which the oppoſition of particular intereſts, 
* * ſo much incites a falſe repreſentation. In all 
A © theſe caſes, deceit is eaſy, and there is a ſtrong 
ts | 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
Wo © temptation to deceive, Nor are theſe queſtions, 
Sir, always perplexed by intentional fraud, or 
< falſe aſſertions, of which they that utter them, 
Wt are themſelves conſcious. Thoſe who deceive us, 
Wis do not always ſuppreſs any truth of which they 
| * are convinced, or ſet facts before us in any other 
< light, than that in which themſelves behold 
them; they for the moſt part err with an honeſt 
intention, and propagate no miſtakes but thoſe 
which they have themſelves admitted. Of this 
kind, Sir, are doubtleſs the meaſures propoſed 
in the bill before us, which thoſe by whom 
they are promoted, may eaſily think to be of 


1 benefit to the publick, but which, I believe, will 
1 appear the reſult of imperfect views, and partial 
1 conſideration. The great and fundamental error, 
61 Sir, of the patrons of this bill, ſeems to be an opi- 
V1 nion that the practice of inſuring, is not known to 
bi other nations, nor can be carried on in any other 
# place, and from this principle they deduce con- 


ſequences, which, if they were inevitably cer- 
tain, might eaſily influence us to an immediate 
approbation of the bill, as neceſſary to ſecure our 
commerce, and diftreſs our enemies. They con- 
clude, Sir, with ſufficient juſtneſs, that very few 
merchants would hazard their fortunes in long 
voyages, or diſtant commerce, or expoſe them- 
ſelves to the dangers of war, without ſecurity 
which inſurances afford them, and having perſua- 
ded themſelves that ſuch ſecurity is to be obtained 
from no other nation, they imagine that we 
might by prohibiting it, confine all the foreign 
veſſels in their ports, and deſtroy by one reſo- 
lution the trade of both our rivals and our ene- 
mies. That our Eaſt- India company may de- 
ſire the paſſing of this bill, I cannot deny, 
becauſe they might perhaps receive from it ſome 
* temporary advantage by the ſhort inconveni- 
* ences which thoſe whom they conſider as the 
2+ 34 $ - enemies 
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« enemies of their commerce would feel from it. 
They may deſire it, becauſe the experiment, if it 
« fails, as it muſt, cannot injure them; and if it 
« ſucceeds, may produce great advantages to 
them; they may wiſh it, becauſe they will feel 


« the immediate benefit, and the detriment will fall 


upon others. | 


« I ſhall not enquire whether our merchants 


are inclined to look with malevolence on all 


« thoſe who cultivate the ſame branches of com- 
merce with themſelves, tho? they have neither 
© the violation of natural rights, nor the infringe- 
ment of national treaties to complain of. I 
* ſhould be unwilling to ſuſpe& a Britiſh mer- 
« chant, whoſe acquaintance with the conſtitution. 
of his own country, ought to ſhew him the va- 
* lue of liberty, who ought to be above narrow 
© ſchemes, by the knowledge which his profeſſion 
enables him to gain, of a deſire to encroach 
upon the rights of others, or to engroſs the ge- 
neral benefits of nature, and ſhall only obſerve, 


that ſeveral other nations can plead a claim to the 
Eaſt- India trade, a claim of equal validity with 


+ our own; that the Danes have their ſettlement 
there, and the Portugueſe diſcover'd the way 
© to thoſe regions of wealth, from which ſome per- 
« haps are inclined to exclude them. But nothing 
is more vain than to attempt to exclude them by 
" refuſing to inſure their ſhips, becauſe the opi- 
nion that they can be inſured by no other na- 
tion, is intirely without foundation. There are 
at this time, offices of inſurance along the whole 
* coaſt of the Mediterranean ſea, among the Dutch, 
* and even among the French. Nothing can de- 
© bar any nation from the trade of inſurance 
but the want of money, and that money is 
not wanted by foreigners, for this purpoſe, ap- 


© pears from the great ſums which they have de- 
und 


8. That this trade is now 
e carried 


poſited in our 
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PAALIAMENT ARX A. 1741 
carried on chiefly by this nation, the not ſolely, 
is inconteſtable; but what can be inferred from 


s that, but that we ought not to obſtruct our own 


gain; that we ought not to make a law to de. 
</ prive ourſelves of that advantage, of which ei- 


ther favourable accidents or our own ſagacity 


have put us in poſſeſſion? For this reaſon it 
appears, that it would not contribute to the 
wealth of the publick to debar us from inſuring 
the ſhips, even of thoſe with whom we are at 
'< war, for it is always to be remembred, that 
© they will receive no detriment from ſuch prohi- 
© bitions, nor will feel any other conſequences 
from them, than a neceſſity of transferring to 
< ſome other nation the profit which we receive 
from it. What the profit is which ariſes to the 
nation from the trade of inſurance, it is not poſ- 
« fible exactly to determine, but that the trade is 
< really advantageous, may be reaſonably con- 
© ceiv*d, becauſe after many years experience it is 
«. diligently follow'd, and a law was never neceſ- 
* fary to prohibit the purſuit of a buſineſs by 
© which nothing was to be gained. But could the 
gain of the inſurer be a doubtful point, there is 
a certain advantage to the nation by the money 
paid for commiſſion, brokerage, ſtamps, and 
© the credit of the premium depoſited here. 

might add, Sir, another confiderable ſum yearly 
© arifing to the government from the additional 
© letters, occafioned by this trade, which encreaſe 
< the revenues of the poſt-office, without any de- 
« duction for additioual charge. That the loſs of 
< this profit, and the gain of inſuring, will enſue 
< upon the paſling of this bill, cannot be de- 
© nied; nor does it appear, that this loſs will be 
© counterbalanced by any advantage that will be 
gained over our rivals or our enemies. Whe- 
© ther this bill, Sir, would produce to the mer- 
5. chants of that city by which it is * 
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A. 1%. DEBATTE SAS. 
« the advantages which they expect from it, or 


remove any of the grievances. of which they 
complain, I am not able poſitively. to deter- 
mine; but know, that it is not uncommon for 
< merchants, as well as other men, to confound 
« private with publick grievances, and to imagine 
their own intereſt the intereſt of the nation. 

With regard, Sir, to the practice of inſu- 
© ring, intereſt or no intereſt, as the term is, 
when an imaginary value is put upon the ſhip 
or cargo, often much above its real worth, it 
cannot be denied, that ſome opportunities may 
« be given by it for wicked practices. But there 


will always be circumſtances in which there can 


© be no ſecurity againſt frauds, but common 
« faith; nor do I ſee how we can ſecure the inſu- 
« rers againſt the poſſibility of being defrauded. 
© ] cannot indeed diſcover, Sir, how this me- 
thod of infuring can be prevented; for how 
can the value of a cargo be eſtimated, which is 
to be collected in a long voyage, at different 
ports, and where the ſucceſs of the adventu- 
« rers often depends upon lucky accidents, which 
* are indeed always hoped for, but ſeldom hap- 
pen. An imaginary value muſt therefore be 
fixed upon, when the ſhip leaves the port; 
« becauſe the ſucceſs of that voyage cannot be 
* foreknown, and the contracting parties may be 
* ſafely truſted to ſet that value, without any 


law to direct or reſtrain them. If the mer- 


* chants are oppreſſed by any peculiar inconveni- 
* ences, and can find means of redreſſing them 
without injuring the publick commerce, any 
* propoſal for that purpoſe ought to be favoura- 
* bly received; but as the bill now before us 


* propoſes general reſtraints, and propoſes to re- 
move grievances, which are not felt, by remme- 


dies, Which thoſe, upon whom they are to 
operate, do not approve. I think it ought not 
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PARLIAM ENTARY A. 1741. 
J to be referr'd to a committee, but rejedted.* Wo 


' Edward Southwell, Eſqz ſpoke next in terms to 
this purpoſe. 25 


Sir, When I firſt propoſed Ha bill to the 
5 houſe, I lamented the abſence of that honoura- 
ble gentleman, from whoſe diſcuſſions and ar- 


guments I expected great information; and for 
_ © whoſe judgment, in all commercial queſtions, 


< I. have the higheſt eſteem, as his penetration 
not only enables him to diſcover the conſe- 
* quences of methods which have not yet been 
© tried, but as his extenſive acquaintance with 
many branches of trade cannot but have in- 
formed him of the ſucceſs of many expedients 
tried, as well in other nations as our own, for 
< the advancement of it. Trade, Sir, is a ſub- 
$-Ject, of which it has been juſtly obſerved, that 
very few gentlemen have attained knowledge 
$ faſficient to qualify themſelves to judge of the 
« propriety of any new regulation; and I cannot 
but confeſs, that I have no uncommon ſkill in 
+ theſe queſtions. What I have to offer on this 
+, occaſion, has been ſuggeſted to me, not ſo 
much by my own obſervations, as by the intel- 
< ligence which J have very induſtriouſly ſought, 
and by which, as I endeavoured to inquire of 
© thoſe whoſe opinion was leaſt likely to be per- 
verted 10 their intereſt, I 9 J have not been 
b miſled. 
„„The n e Sir, to whom it has been 
25 my fortune to apply, have generally concurr'd 
in the opinion, that the preſent practice of in. 
* ſuring is prejudicial to our commerce; no! 
1 have I found any diſagreement between my 
'£ . conſtituents, and the traders of this great me. 
go .tropolis. I am unwilling to imagine, that 
©. there can be any evil for which the wiſdom of. 


* this aſſembly cannot diſcover a remedy, anc 
. 75,3" 608 


u 


Art DEBATES. 

« am therefore of opinion, that if the grieyance 
« js real, ſome expedient may be diſcovered for 

"4 removing it 3 and that it is real, J cannot but 
© be convinced, by the declarations of ſo many 
men, who can have no intereſt in complaining, 
« when they ſuffer nothing, and whoſe known 
abilities exempt them from the ſuſpicion of 
« imputing any part of their uneaſineſs to a cauſe 
«* which cannot produce it. The bill before us, 
« Sir, requires, in my opinion, ſome amend- 

ments, and in its preſent ſtate, might, per- 
© haps, produce more detriment than advantage; 
but ſince it is neceſſary, at leaſt to attem 
* ſomething for the relief of men ſo uſeful to 
this nation, it appears to me neceſſary to form 
© a committee, and to deliberate on this ſubject 
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© with more attention.” | 
Richard: Lockwood, Eſq; ſpoke next, to the 
following effect. 1 Or, | 
© Sir, Though I am not of opinion that the Mr. Lei- 
bill, in its preſent ſtate, ought to be paſſed = 
into a law; yet I am far from thinking it fo 
imperfect as not eaſily to be amended, and 
therefore am deſirous, that it ſhould be conſi- 
der'd in a committee. I have not; indeed, 
* Sir, often obſerved, that bills. injudiciouſly | 
* drawn up at firſt, have received great improve- 
ments from a ſecond conſideration, and have 
found it more eaſy to form a new bill, than to 
make alterations in one that is laid before us, 
* for ſome original error will commonly remain, 
and the ſentiments of different men. purſuing 
different views, can ſeldom be modelled into 
one conſiſtent ſcheme. But I am far from con- 
ſidering this bill, as one of thoſe that cannot 
* be amended, for I can diſcover but few objec. 
* tions to the regulations propoſed in it, and 
* thoſe not relating to any of the eſſential parts, 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
but ſlight and circumſtantial, ſuch as will eaſily 
be removed, or perhaps anſwered. The grie- 


vance, Sir, for which this bill propoſes a re- 


medy, is ſo generally known, and fo uni- 


verſally lamented, that, I believe, there is not 


any thing more worthy of the attention of the 
legiſlature, than an inquiry into the cauſe of 
it, and the proper method of redreſſing it. In 
our inquiry into the cauſes of this obſtruction 
of trade, I am of opinion, Sir, that the prac- 
tice of -inſuring, intereſt or no intereſt, will 


appear to be the foundation of this general un- 


eaſineſs, it will be found a practice of ſo natu- 
ral a tendency to fraud, and ſo eaſily ſuſcepti- 
ble of diſhoneſt artifices, that, I believe, every 
member of this houſe will defire its fuppreſ- 


ſion. To confirm my aſſertion, Sir, and illuſ- 


trate the queſtion before us, I ſhall mention 
ſome particular inſtances of fraud to which this 
cuſtom has given occaſion, of fraud ſo evident 


and fo deteſtable, that it cannot be related 
without indignation. , a 


4 


The Royal George was a large ſhip belonging 


. 


to the South - Sea company, which having been 
a voyage to Vera Crux, put in at Jamaica in 
her return; and being there refitted to proceed 
on her voyage homewards, ſet ſail, and came 
within a week's failing of the port, when upon 
a ſudden, the officers entered into a conſulta- 
tion, and determined to go back a month's 
voyage to Antigua, for what reaſon, Sir, may 
eaſily be gueſſed ; when it was told that a ſhip 
was infured upon a ſuppoſed value of ſixty 


© thouſand pounds. This reſolution, Sir, was 


4 
E 


. 


1 N 4 . 


@ wv 0 


-no. ſooner formed, than orders were given to 


change the courſe, and ſteer to Antigua, in op- 
© poſition to all the remonſtrances of the carpen- 


ter, who is the proper judge of the condition 


of a veſſel, and who declared with Maney ant 


Li) 


a K .c.a * 


A. 1741. DEBATES, 

« reſolution againſt their whole procedure. But 
they purſued their new ſcheme without any re- 
* oard to his murmurs or aſſertions; and when 

© they arrived at Antigua, found ſome method of 

influencing the officers of that iſland to declare 

the ſhip unfit for the proſecution of the voyage. 
Their deſign, Sir, was now happily compleated. 
Jo confirm the determination which had been. 
pronounced in their favour, they ſtranded the 
* ſhip upon a bank of ſand, forced out the iron 
that grapples the timber together, and having 
« firſt taken away the maſts and rigging, and 
* whatever elſe could be uſed or fold, threw the 
* ballaſt to each end, and ſo broke the veſſel in 
the middle. By this well-contriv'd ſhipwreck, 

« haying as they imagined raiſed their fortunes, 

they came home triumphantly from their proſ- 
s 

e 

4 
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perous voyage, and claimed the money for 
which the ſhip was inſured. The "nk rers 
ſtartled at a demand ſo unexpected, inquired 
into the affair with all the induſtry which its 
importance might naturally incite, and after 
ſome conſultation, determined to try whether 
the ſhip might not be refitted and brought to 
England. In purſuance of this reſolution, they 
ſent workmen and materials, and without much 
expence, or any difficulty, brought it hither. 
* I believe, Sir, - this relatian 1s ſufficient at 
ance to prove the practice, and explain the 
nature of the frauds to which this method of 
inſurance gives occaſion ; but as the frequency. 
of them is ſuch, that many inſtances may be 
produced, T ſhall offer another ſhort narrative. 
of the ſame kind. A ſhip that belonged to 
the Eaft-India company, inſured after this me- 
thod, was run aſhore by the captain, in ſuch a 
manner, that he imagined none but himſelf 
able to recover it; and therefore though it caſt 
5000. ſold it for 300 l. but the purchaſer no 
Gps Hh3 N © leſy 
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D ParLtAMENTARY, A. 1741, 
© les expert than the captain, found means very 
ſpeedily to diſingage it, to reſtore; 1 it to a pro- 
per condition with little expence, and was 
much inriched by his fortunate bargain. I can- 
not but obſerve, Sir, that this kind of fraud is 
more formidable, as it may be practiſed with- 
out a poſſibility of detection. Had the captain 
"inſtead of ſtranding, deſtroyed his veſſel, how 
could his wickedneſs ever have been diſcoyered, 
or how could the Sourh-Sea company's ſhip have 
been brought home, had it been ſunk in ſome 
diſtant corner of the world? This practice, 
Sir, and the frauds which it has occaſioned, 
and the ſuſpicions which the eafy practice of 
*. frauds always creates, have produced ſo many 
* trials, and filled the courts of juſtice with ſuch 
© intricate contentions, that the judges, who 
© know perhaps nothing of this practice, but 
from its effects, have often declared it to be ſo 

pregnant with conteſts and cheats, that it 
© ought” not to be ſuffered, and that a law for 


K 


ſuppreſſing it, would much contribute to the 


© eſtabliſhment” of peace, and the ſecurity of 
property. I am not inſenſible, Sir, of the force 
© of the argument made uſe of by the honours 
Able gentleman who ſpoke in favour of this 

practice, and cannot but allow it that regard 
© which his reaſonings always deſerve; it is the 
© ſtrongeſt, and perhaps the only argument, that 
«can be produced. His aſſertion of the impoſſi- 

F bility of eſtimating the real value of a ſhip, 


or of foreknowing the ſucceſs of a voyage, is 


© inconteftable : But perhaps it will follow from 


S thence, not that an imaginary value ought to 


be admitted; but that no inſurance ought to be 
© allowed, where there | is no rational method of 
2 "aſcertaining, it; or at leaſt that all ſuch inſu- 


ränce ought to be rather below the probable 
2 Value, than above it. IE the grievance com- 
4 « plained 


A. 1741. #7 
« plained, of has been P 

, we ought doubt 

$ be Neal nor do I believe that our conſul- 
5 tations will be ineffectual, if we engage in 
them, not with an intention to perplex, but to 


N 0-6 


c inform each other. 


DEBATES. 


roved not to be i imagina- 
ſs to conſult how it may 


Iam of opinion, Sir, that 


the importance of the queſtion requires a com- 


ally ſuppreſs it. 


: * ſuſpicions, or magni 
e into e ; 


upon occaſions of far leſs importance. 
a ſhow, Sir, that I do not indulge groundleſs 


& 

© mittee; nor can I diſcover any eſſential defect 
in this bill, which ſhould Kinder! it from paſſing 
'F into A law. 10. 


Peter Burrell, Eſq; ſpoke to this effect, 


Fir, I am convinced by experience, as well Mr. Burrell's 
as reaſon, that ſo many inconveniencies ariſe ** 
from this method of inſurance, that it affords 
ſo many opportunities of fraud, and gives ſuch 
encouragement to negligence, chat I ſhall will- 
© ingly concur in any meaſures that may effectu- 
3 It 1s, Sir, too well known to 
require proof, that intereſt is the parent of dili- 
« gence, and that men attend to the performance 
* of their duty in proportion as they mult ſuffer 
* by the neglect of it; and therefore every prac- 
* tice that deprives honeſty of its reward, 1s 1n- 
* jurious to the publick. But that this is the 
F conſequence of eſtimating ſhips at an imagina- 
ry value in the offices of inſurance, is to the 
'* higheſt degree evident. When a ſhip is eſti- 
4 mated above its real value, how will the com- 
* mander ſuffer by a wreck, or what ſhall reſtrain 
* him from deſtroying his veſſel, when it may 
* be done with ſecurity to himſelf, except that 
integrity which indeed ought to be generally 
* diffus'd,, but which is not always to be found, 
0 
6 


and to which few men think it fafe to truſt 


To 


"lat the bare poſibility of 


at : do not bla 


ken hu- 
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PARLTYAMENTARY A. 1741. 


man nature, or propoſe laws againſt wickedneſs 
that has not yet exiſted, 1t may be proper to 
mention ſome letters, in which I have been in- 


formed by my correſpondent at Leghorn, of 


the ſtate of the ſhips which have arrived there: 


Ships ſo weakly mann'd, and ſo penuriouſly, 


or negligently ſtor'd; ſo much decay d in the 


* bottoms, and ſo ill fitted with rigging, that he 
c declares his aſtoniſhment at their arrival. 
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It may deſerve our conſideration, Sir, whe- 
ther the ſucceſs of the Spaniſh privateers may 
not be in great part attributed to this pernici- 
ous practice ; whether captains, when their 
veſſels are inſur'd for more than their value, 


do not raſhly venture into known danger! 


Whether they do not wilfully miſs the ſecurity 
of convoys? Whether they do not direct their 
courſes where privateers may moſt ſecurely 
cruize ? Whether they do not ſurrender with 
leſs refiſtance than intereſt would excite ? And 
whether they do not raiſe clamours againſt the 
goyernment for their ill ſucceſs, to avoid the 
ſuſpicion of negligence or fraud. That other 
frands are committed in the practice of in- 
ſuring, is well known to the honourable gen- 
tleman : It is a common practice to take mo- 
ney upon Bottomree, by way of pledge, for 
the captain's fidelity, and to deſtroy this ſecu- 
rity by inſuring above the real value, ſo that 
the captain may gain by neglecting the care of 
his veſſel, or at eaſt ſccure himſelf from loſs, 
and indulge his eaſe or his pleaſure, without 
any interruption from the fear of diminiſhing 
his fortune. The whole practice of inſurance, 
Sir, is in its preſent ſtate, I believe, ſo per- 
plexed with frauds, and of ſuch manifeſt ten- 
dency to the obſtruction of commerce, that it 
e, 1 ſome Segal «he Rk 


Sir 
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A. 14 DE BAT E S. 
Sir John Barnard then ſpoke to this purpoſe. 


« Sir, Of frauds in the practice of inſurance, Sir Jobs 


Barnard's 


« with regard to which the honourable gentle- 
man has appealed to me, I can confidently af- 
firm, that IJ am totally ignorant: I know not 
or eſtabliſhed by cuſtom, which I ſuppoſe are 
* meant : For with regard to ſingle acts of fraud, 
committed by particular men, it is not to be 
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* 

© this, as in all other branches of traffick, nor 
© can I conceive that any argument can be drawn 
* from them againſt the Aer. ; for if eve 
part of commerce is to be prohibited, which 
has furniſhed villains with opportunities of 
* deceit, we ſhall contract trade into a narrow 
* compaſs. With regard, Sir, to the inſtance of 
the Royal George, though the proceedings of 
* the officers are not wholly to be vindicated, yet 
part of their conduct is leſs inexplicable than 
„ 
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it has been repreſented. Their return to Anti- 


to conceiye, that they might reach a diſtant 
port with a favourable wind, much ſooner than 
* one much nearer, with the wind againſt them. 
* I have always obſerved, Sir, that the gentle- 
men engaged in the trade to the Eaft-Indies, 
_* aſſume an air of ſuperiority, to which I know 
not what claim they can produce, and ſeem to 
imagine, that their charter gives them more 
extenſive knowledge, and more acute ſagacity, 


men may diſapprove my arguments, and how- 
ever they may miſrepreſent them, I ſhall be 
N e _ + ſatisfied, 


- 7e 
473 


ſpeech. 


* of any fraudulent practices openly carried on, 


ſuppoſed but that they have been detected in 


* gua, when they were bound for England, and 

were within a week's ſailing of their port, is 
* eaſily to be defended, if the wind was contrary 
to their intended courſe ; for it is not difficult 


than falls to the lot of men not combin'd in 
* their aſſociation. But however theſe gentle 
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174 PARLIAME NTARY A. 1741, 
* ſatisfied, that they will have with the diſin- 
© tereſted and impartial, their juſt weight, and 
that this affair will not be haſtily determined 
© upon an imperfect examination.” 


Sir Robert Walpole replied to this effect 


Sir Rr: Sir, Whether the merchants are ſatisfied 
with the preſent methods of inſuriug, or what 
is the opinion of any ſeparate body of men, I 
think it abſolutely unneceſſary to inquire, We 
are conſtituted for the publick advantage, and 
are engaged by our parliamentary character to 
confider, not the private intereſt of particular 
NE, but the general advantage of our coun- 

In our purſuit, Sir, of national intereſt, 
we ſhall we obliged frequently to oppoſe the 
ſchemes which private men, or ſeparate frater- 
nities have formed for their own advantage, 
and which they may be expected to defend 
with all their art, both becauſe every man 18 
unwilling to imagine that the publick intereſt 
and his own are oppoſite, and becauſe it is to 
| be. feared, that many may conſider. the publick 
only in ſubordination to themſelves, and be 
very little ſollicitous about the general proſpe- 
ity of their country, provided none. of the ca. 
lamities which afflict it, extend their influence 
to themſelves. We are in the diſcuſſion of 
this queſtion, Sir, to conſider that we are en- 
gage in a war againſt a nation from Which in- 
ſu depredations, oppreſſions, and cruelties 
have been long complain'd of, and againſt 
which we are therefore to act with a reſolution 
_ + proportioned to the injuries which we. have fut- 
Ph ered, and to our deſire of bp . Ye 
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© Tr is well known, Sir, to all who have either 
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© heard or read of the Spaniards, that they live | 
in careleſſneſs and indolence, neglect all the na- 
« tural advantages of their own country, deſpiſe il 
the gain of foreign commerce, and depend Ml 
« wholly on their American ſettlements, for all 1 
the conveniencies, and perhaps for moſt of the bi 
e neceſſaries of life. This is the particular cir- 0 
cſumſtance that makes a war with England ſo j 
much to be dreaded by them. A nation ſupe- | 


© rior to them by ſea holds them beſieged, like 
a gariſon ſurrounded by an army, precludes 
them from ſupplies, intercepts their ſuccours, 
and if it cannot force their walls by attack, H 
can at leaſt by a blockade ſtarve them to a ca- 1 
pitulation. > „ 

* Thus, Sir, by a naval war with an enemy of 
| ſuperior ſtrength, they muſt at length be ſub- 
* dued, and ſubdued perhaps without a battle, 
and without the poſſibility of reſiſtance ; a- 
« gainſt ſuch an enemy, their courage, or their 
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0 © more effectual method of defeating it, the I 
* Spaniards themſelves could not have diſeover'd, 5 

. © than that of inſuring their ſhips among our 
e * merchants. When a ſhip thus inſured is taken, 
* which notwithſtanding all precautions muſt 


i: 

| * diſcipline is of no uſe ; they may form armies 118 
N indeed, but which can only ſtand upon the [4 4 
; * ſhore, to defend what their enemies have no 18 
? intention of invading, and ſee thoſe ſhips 1 
f * ſeized in which their pay is treaſured, or their 1 
F * proviſions are ſtored. Such, Sir, is our natural iii 
: * ſuperiority over-the Spaniards, a ſpecies of ſu- = 
g * periority that muſt inevitably prevail, if it be i: 
not defeated by our own folly, and fiirely a +: 
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- * ſometimes happen, we examine the cargo, \ 58 
# find it extremely valuable, and triumph in our % 


ſucceſs; we not only count the gain to our- 
1 * Ayes, but the loſs to our enemies, and deter- 
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mine that a ſmall number of ſuch captures will 
reduce them to offer us peace upon our own 
terms. Such are the concluſions which are 
made, and made with reaſon, by men unac- 
quainted with the ſecret practices of our, mer- 
ch.nts, and who do not ſuſpect us to be ſtu- 
pid enough to ſecure our enemies againſt our- 
ſelves; but it is often found, upon a more 
cloſe examination, that our ſhips of war have 
only plundered our merchants, and that our 
privateers may indeed have jnriched them- 
ſelves, but impoveriſhed their country. It is 
diſcovered, that the loſs of the Spaniards is to 
be repaid, and perhaps ſometimes with in- 
tereſt, by our Wain, If it be urged, that 
we ought not to enact any laws which may ob- 
ſtruct the gain of our fellow ſubjects, may it 
not be aſked, why all trade with Spain is pro- 
hibited, may not the trade be equally gainful 
with the inſurance, and may not the gain be 
more generally diſtributed, and therefore be 
more properly national? But this trade was 
prohibited, becauſe it was more neceffary to 
our enemies, than to ourſelves; it was prohi- 
bited, becauſe the laws of war require, that a 
leſs evil ſhould be ſuffered to inflict a greater; 
it is upon this principle that every battle is 
fought, and that we fire our own ſhips to con- 
{ume the navies of the enemy. For this rea- 
ſon, Sir, it appears to me evident beyond con- 
tradiction, that the inſurance of Spaniſh ſhips. 
ought to be prohibited, we ſhall indeed loſe 
the profit of the inſurance, but we ſhall be re- 
imburs'd by the captures, which is an argu- 
ment that cannot be produc'd for the prohibi- 
tion of commerce. It is urg'd, Sir, that they 
may inſure their ſhips in other countries, an 
aſſertion of which, whether it be true or not, 1 
am not able to decide; but it is ange, d. 
e a e eee 
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that the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing new correſpon- 


> : 


dence” will be at leaſt a temporary obſtruction 
of their trade, and an obſtruction of even a 
ſhort continuance may lay them at our mercy. 
But let us, Sir, reflect upon the weakneſs of 
this argument, they muſt be allow'd to in- 


« ſure here, becauſe they may inſure in other 


* 


places: Will it not be equally juſt to urge, 


that they muſt trade with us, becauſe they may 


trade with other nations? And may 
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It not 
be anſwered, that tho' we cannot wholly, ſuſ- 
pend their commerce, it is yet our bulineſs to 
obſtruct it as far as we are able? May it not, 
Sir, be farther affirm'd, that by inſuring in 
other nations, they may injure their allies by 
falling into our hands, but do not the leſs be- 


nefit us? That if they do not grow weaker, 


we at leaſt are ſtrengthen'd ; but that by inſu- 
ring among us, whatever ſteps are taken, the 
equilibrium of the war is preſerv'd always the 
ſame? It 1s aſſerted, and I ſuppoſe with truth, 
that we inſure at a lower rate than others; and 
it will therefore follow, that the Spaniards, 
whenever their ſhips ſhall eſcape us, will ſuffer 
more by having infur'd amongſt foreigners, 


than if they had contracted with our mer- 


chants. Thus it appears, Sir, that there are 
ſtronger reaſons for prohibiting the inſurance of 
Spaniſh ſhips, than for putting a ſtop to our 
commerce with them ; and that whether their 
ſhips are taken by us, or eſcape us, it is the ge- 


neral intereſt of the nation, that they ſhall be 


inſured by foreign merchants. 


* With reſpect, Sir, to the Eaft-India compa- 


ny, I have no regard to their intereſt, conſi- 
der'd as diſtinct from that of the reſt of the 
nation; nor have receiv'd any ſolicitations 
from them to promote this bill, or to eſpouſe 
their intereſt, but cannot, without concealing 
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my real ſentiments, deny that as they have 


the grant of an excluſive trade to the Zaf- 


4 Indies, tO inſure the ſhips that are ſent. thither, 


© without their permiſſion, - is to invade their 


rights, and to infringe their charter; and that 
the practice, if the validity of their charter be 
admitted, is illegal, and ought to be diſcoun- 


* tenanc'd. The practice, Sir, of inſuring, in- 
< tereſt or no intereſt, or of aſſigning to ſhips an 


* imaginary value, is nothing more than a parti- 


* cular game, a mere ſolemn ſpecies of. hazard, 
and ought therefore to be prohibited, for every 
< reaſon that can be urg'd againſt games of 


© chance. With regard to -this bill in general, 


it is in my opinion highly neceſſary, nor can ! 
© diſcover any important objection that can be 
* made againſt it. Some law of this kind, and 
© to this purpoſe, I have long intended to offer 
© to the conſideration of this aſſembly, and ſince 
it is now before us, I think we ought to conſi- 
der it with the attention which may be juſtly 
expected from us. 


The Lord Baltimore ſpoke thus. 


Lord hani. Sir, I know not how properly the practice of 
Wes hesch e inſuring may be term'd a ſpecies of hazard, 


nor do I think any thing more is to be conſi- 
© dered, than whether the game be gainful to the 
nation, or not, for I cannot diſcover that there 
is any abſurdity in inriching ourſelves at the 
'* expence of other nations, whether enemies or 
© allies. That we ought to prefer the general 
* good to the advantage of individuals, is un- 
*« doubted; but I cannot conceive, that in this 
* caſe there can be any oppoſttion between pri- 
vate and publick intereſt. If our inſurers gain 


by ſecuring the ſhips of our enemies, the na- 


tion is benefited, for all national gain muſt cir- 
* culate through the hands of individuals. No 
in © ml 


man "will 420 that we eagles to aſſiſt our 

« enemies, nor will any man imagine, that we 

« aſſiſt them by impoveriſhing them, and if our 

© inſurers gain by their practice, the Spaniards 
muſt undoubtedly be loſers.” 


Robert Willimot, Eſa; ſ poke next, to the fol 
lowing purpoſe : 


Sir, I have convers'd on the ana to Mr. Wil- 
« which this bill relates, with men engaged in ue frech. 
various kinds of traffick, and who have no 
common intereſt but chat of their country. I 
© have diſpers d among the merchants, moſt 
eminent for their acquaintance with the whole 
extent of commerce, and for their knowledge 
© of the true intereſt of the nation, copies of 
© this bill, and cannot find any of them ſo ſenſi- 
« ble of the grievance of which we have ſo loud 
complaints, as to deſire it ſhould be redreſſed 

by the meaſures now propoſed. That frauds 

are practis'd on every ſide, in this, as well as 
in other trades, the general corruption of our 
age, gives us ſufficient reaſon to ſuſpect ; but 
what is common to every ſort of traffick, can- 
not be produced as an argument for the prohi- 
bition of any. That the practice of inſuring 

© an imaginary value, may give opportunity for 

greater frauds than can be practiſed in common 

. * dealings, is likewiſe evident; but I cannot diſ- 
cover ſuch frauds to require the interpoſition of 
the legiſlature. If they are practiſed only by 
© thoſe of our own nation,. the publick does not 
* ſuffer ; for property is only transferred from 
* one ſubject to another, the fraud ought indeed 
* to be ſeverely puniſh'd in the courts of crimi- 
* nal juſtice, but the cuſtom which gave the op- 
portunity of practiſing it, ought not to be re- 
ſtrain'd, any more than any other profeſſion 

* not criminal in itſelf, but liable to accidental 
| | abuſes. 
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PAALTANMENTARTY A. 174 
abuſes. If our inſurers are defrauded by fo- 
reigners, the nation 1s then, indeed, more near. 
ly affected, but even in that caſe, it is to be 
remember'd, that the private intereſt of the 
inſurers, who muſt be immediately ruined, is 
a ſufficient ſecurity for the publick. For it 
cannot, Sir, be conceived, that any man will 
obſtinately carry on a buſineſs, by which he 
becomes every day poorer, or, that when he 
deſiſts, he will be ſucceeded by another, who 
cannot but know that he engages in that traf. 
fick to his certain ruin, Sb 
© The true ſtate of this affair is, that frauds 
are, indeed, often committed, and are for 
that reaſon always ſuſpected, and that the in- 
ſurers, when they inſure the ſhip and cargo 
againſt accidents, reckon, among other chan- 
ces, the probability of being cheated, and pro- 
portion their demands not only to the length 
and danger of the voyage, but to the character 
likewiſe of the man with whom they contract. 
This, Sir, is always the practice of thoſe whom 
experience has made acquainted with the dan- 
ger of implicit confidence, and unſuſpetting 
credulity, nor do any but the young and un- 
ſkilful ſuffer themſelves to be ſo expoſed to 
frauds, as that their fortunes ſhould be injured, 
or the general gain of their buſineſs over- 
balanced, by a few deceits. Thus 1t appears, 
that notwithſtanding the eaſe and ſafety with 
which the preſent methods of inſurance admit 
fraud to be practiſed, the infurers, by a pro- 
portionate degree of caution, ſecure themſelves 
from being injured, and by conſequence the 
nation. The inſurance of foreign ſhips is now 
to be conſidered, by which great profit ariſes 
to the nation. We inſure, Sir, as it has been 
obſerved, at lower rates than other nations, be- 
cauſe we have more buſineſs of this kind, and 
the ſmallneſs of our profit is compenſated K 
4 | 5 the 
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the frequency; the cheapneſs of inſurances, 


and eagerneſs of foreigners to inſure here, re- 
ciprocally contribute to each other; we are of- 
ten applied to, becauſe we inſure at an eaſy 
rate; and we can inſure at an eaſy rate, becauſe 
we are often applied to. Nor is the cheapneſs 
of inſurance in England the only motive to the 
preference which it preſerves among foreigners, 
who are induc'd to apply to this nation, by the 
reputation which our merchants have deſerved- 
« ly gained, for probity and punctuality, ſupe- 
< rior to that of any other traders. Our mer- 
« chants, Sir, bargain without artifice, pay with- 


K A A 8 * A A 


out ſubterfuges, and are ready, on all occa- 


* ſions, to preſerve their character at the hazard 
of their profit. ee Gf 

From theſe two conſiderations we may draw 
unanſwerable arguments againſt any reſtraints 
upon the practice of inſuring; if foreigners are 
once diſappointed in their applications to us, 
our buſineſs will in a great part ceaſe, and as 
we ſhall not then be able to inſure at lower 
rates than other nations, we ſhall never recover 
that branch of our trade. And as the charac- 
ter of the Angliſʒhᷣ᷑ merchants exempts them 
from any ſuſpicion of practices pernicious to 
the publick, why ſhould they be reſtrained ? 
Why, Sir, : ſhould they appear to be ſuſpected 
by the legiſlature of their on country, whom 
foreigners truſt without heſitation? It has 
been Oobjected to them with great warmth, and 
urged with much rhetorical exaggeration, that 
they aſſiſt the enemies of their country, that 
they prolong the war, and defeat thoſe advan- 
tages which our ſituation and commerce have 
given us. Imputations ſufficiently atrocious, if 
they were founded upon truth. WT 

But let us, Sir, examine the arguments by 
« which this accuſation has been ſupported, and 
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PARLIAME NTA ty A. 1741. 
inquire whether this triumph of eloquence has 
been occafioned 4 any real ſuperiority of evi- 
dence or reaſon, It is urged, that we have al- 
"ready prohibited commerce with the Spaniards, 
and that therefore we ought likewiſe to prohibit 
the inſurance of their ſhips. It will not require, 
Sir, an imagination very fertil, or a edge 
very extenſive, to ſupply arguments ſufficient to 
refute this fuppoſed demonſtration ; in oppoſi- 
tion to which it may be urged, that this kind of 
© commerce is of a peculiar nature, that it ſubſiſts 
upon opinion, and is preſerved by the reputation 
of our inſurers; a reputation that the inſurers of 
© other nations may obtain by the ſame means, 
© and from whom we ſhall therefore never recover 
© it, It may be obſerved, Sir, that other commo- 
© dities are the peculiar product of different coun- 
© tries, and that there is no danger of lofing our 
© other trade by ſuſpending it, becauſe it depends 
upon the excellence of our manufactures; but 
© that inſurance may be the commodity of any 
country, where money and common honeſty are 
to be found. This argument may perhaps be 
© yet more effectually invalidated, or perhaps en- 
tirely ſubverted by denying the expedience of 
that prohibition which is produced as a precedent 
for another reſtraint. Nor indeed does it appear 

© why we ſhould preclude ourſelves from a gainful 
© trade, becauſe the money is drawn by it out of 
the hands of our enemies; or why the product 
of our lands ſhould lie uncoated: 'or our ma- 
nufactures ftand unemployed, rather than we 
© 'ſhould fell to our enemies what they will pur. 
*' chaſe at another place, or by the intervention of 
© # neutral power. To ſell to an enemy that 
_ © which may enable him to injure us, that which 
he muſt neceſſarily obtain, and which he could 
* buy from no other, would indeed be, to the laſt 
degree, abſurd; but that may ſurely be ſold 
ne | them 
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A. 1741. D E BAT ES. 
« them without any breach of morality or policy, 
© which they can want with leſs inconvenience 
than we can keep. If we were beſieging a town, 
] ſhould not adviſe our ſoldiers to ſell to the in- 
habitants ammunition or proviſions, but cannot 
diſcover the folly of admitting them to purchaſe 
ornaments for their houſes, or brocades for their 
ladies. But, without examining with the utmoſt 
accuracy, Whether the late prohibition was ra- 
tional or not, I have, I hope, ſuggeſted objec- 
tions ſufficient to make the queſtion doubtful, 
and to incline. us to try the ſucceſs of one ex- 
periment before we venture upon another more 
hazardous. I am never willing, Sir, to load 
trade with reſtraints; trade is in its own nature 
ſo fugitive and variable, that no conſtant courſe 
can be preſcribed to it; and thoſe regulations 
which were proper when they were made, may 
in a few months become difficulties, and ob- 
ſtructions. We well know, that many of the 
meaſures: which our anceſtors purſued for the 
* encouragement of commerce, have been found 
of pernicious. conſequence; and even in this age, 
which perhaps experience more than wiſdom has 
enlightened, I have known few attempts ef that 
kind which have not defeated the end for which 
they were made. It is more prudent to leave 
the merchants at liberty to purſue thoſe meaſures 
which experience ſhall dictate upon every occa- 
ſion, and ſuffer them to ſnatch the 5 op- 
portunity of honeſt gain whenever it ſhall hap- 
pen; they will never injure their own intereſt by 
the uſe of this liberty, and by preſerving them- 
ſelves they will preſerve the nation from detri- 
ment; nor will they need to be reftrained by a 
law propoſed without their ſolicitation; and of 
which they cannot diſcover any beneficial conſe- 
* quences.” +/+ 
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Horatio Walpole, Eſq; ſ poke next to this purpoſe. 


Mr. Vol- Sir, For the bill now before us I have no 

vs a” particular fondneſs, nor defire that it ſhould be 
promoted by any other means than rational ar- 

guments and the repreſentation of | indubitable 

facts. I have no regard, Sir, in this inquiry, to 

any private intereſt, or any other defire than 

that of ſecuring the intereſt of my country, 

which, in my opinion, evidently requires that 

we ſhould give no aſſiſtance to our enemies, that 

our merchants ſhould cooperate with our navies, 

and that we ſhould endeavour to with-hold ever 

thing that may make the war lefs burdenſome to 

them, and conſequently of longer continuance, 

It was obſerved, Sir, in the beginning of the 

debate, by a gentleman eminently ſkilPd in mer- 

cantile affairs, that inſurance was practiſed by 

many nations; but he did not inform us of what 

one of the clauſes makes it proper to inquire, 

whether they allowed the method of | inſuring 

intereſt or no intereſt, and rating ſhips at an ima- 

« ginary value. This is, I know, prohibited by 

the Dutch, a nation whoſe authority on commer- 

cial queſtions will not be diſputed, nor do they 

allow their Eaſt- India ſhips to be inſured at all, 

The difficulty of eſtimating the value of any 

cargo has been urged in defence of this practice, 
nor is the defence wholly without weight, be- 
* 
* 
— 
— 


2 — > 


cauſe the cargo in many voyages cannot be aſ- 
certained. I ſhall, however, take this opportu- 

nity of obſerving, though I may ſomewhat di- 

greſs from the preſent argument, how neceſſary 

it is that ſome of our exported cargoes ſhould. 
be exactly ſpecified. Fe BY, 

I have been lately informed, Sir, that fix ſhips 
laden with Briti wool, have entered at one 
time into a port of France; nor do I know how 
this practice, which is juſtly complained of as 

. I EN; Laer pern. 
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pernicious to our trade, and threatening the ruin 


of our country, can be prevented but by a con- 
ſtant and regular particularization of every cargo 
carried to France. I admit, Sir, that ſome car- 


goes which are imported cannot be particularly 


regiſter d; ſuch is the gold with which we are 


daily ſupplied by our commerce with the Portu- 
gueſe in oppoſition. to their laws, and which our 


merchants are therefore under the neceſſity of 
concealing. It is not indeed eaſy to foreſee all 
the inconveniencies that may ariſe from new re- 
gulations of commerce, but the difficulty is not 


ſo great as has been repreſented, nor can I con- 
ceive why all our conſultations on trade ſhould 


be without effect. Gentlemen may obtain ſome 


knowledge of commerce from their own obſer- 


vation, which they may enlarge by an uncon- 
fined and indifferent converſation with traders of 


various claſſes, and by inquiries into the different 
branches of commerce; inquiries, Sir, which are 
generally neglected by thoſe whole employments 
confine their attention to particular parts of com- 


merce, or whoſe application to buſineſs hinders 


them from attending to any opinions but thoſe 
which their own perſonal experience enables 


them to form. From theſe informations impar- 


tially collected, and diligently compared, a man 
not engaged in the profeſſion of a merchant may 
form general principles, and draw conſequences 
more certain, and more extenſive in their rela- 
tions, than thoſe which are ſtruck. out only from 
the obſervation of one ſubdivided ſpecies of 
commerce. 5 | Fo 

* A member of this houſe, Sir, thus enlighten- 
ed by inquiry, and whoſe judgment is not di- 
verted from its natural re&itude, by the impulſe 


of any private conſideration, may judge of any 
commercial debate with leſs danger of error or 


partiality than the merchants, of whom never- 
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e theleſs I have the higheſt eſteem, and whoſe 
knowledge or probity I do not intend to depre- 
* clate, when I declare my fears that they may 
< ſometimes confound general maxims of trade 
with the opinions of particular branches, and 
© ſometimes miſtake their own gain for the intereſt 
of the publick. The intereft of the merchants 
< ought indeed always to be confidered in this 
« houſe; but then it ought to be regarded only in 
« ſubordination to that of the whole community, 
a ſubordination which the gentleman who ſpoke 
« laſt ſeems to have forgotten. He may perhaps 
not intend long to retain his parliamentary cha- 
« rafter, and therefore delivered his opinion only 
as a merchant. He has diſtinguiſhed between 
the conduct of experienced and unſkilful inſurers, 
with how much juſtice I ſhall not determine. I 
© am afraid that a vigorous inquiry would diſco- 
ver, that neither age nor youth has been able to 
« refiſt ſtrong temptations to ſome practices, which 
neither law nor juſtice can ſupport, and that 
< thoſe, whoſe experience has made them cautious, 
© have not been always equally honeſt. But this 
is a ſubje& upon which I am not inclined to 
« dwell, and only mention as the reaſon which 
* convinces me of the propriety of the bill before 
W N 


Sir William Yonge ſpoke to this effect : 


di. drill Sir, There appears no probability that the dif- 
_ ferent opinions which have been formed of this 
recen, © hill will be reconciled by this debate; nor in- 


« deed is there any reaſon for wondering at this 
contrary of ſentiments. The ſeveral clauſes 
4 of the bill have relations and conſequenees ſo 
different, that ſcarce any one man can approve 
them all; and in our preſent deliberation, 
an objection to a particular clauſe is conſider'd 
as an argument againſt the whole bill. It is 


\ « there- 


) 


« therefore neceſſary to prevent an unprofitable ex- 
© pence of time, to reſolve the houſe into a com- 
«© mittee, in which the bill may be eonſider'd by 
« ſingle clauſes, and that part which cannot be de- 
« fended may be rejected, and that only retained 
c which deſerves our approbation. In the com- 
© mittee, when we have conſider'd the firſt clauſe, 
and heard the objections againſt it, we may 
mend it; or, if it cannot be amended, reject or 


N , 4 
4 1 A * 
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poſtpone it, and ſo proceed through the whole 


« bill with much greater expedition, and at the 
« ſame time with a more diligent view of every 
« clauſe, than while we are obliged to take the 
© whole at once into our conſideration. I ſhall, 
for my part, approve ſome elauſes, and make 
« objections to others; but think it proper to re- 
« ſerve my objections, and the reaſons of my ap- 
c probation for the committee into which we 
* ought to go on this occaſion.” | 


This bill was committed, but it was afterwards 


dropt. 


April 8, His Majeſty after giving the Royal 


Aſſent to the bills then ready, made the following 


ſpeech to both houſes: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

At the opening of this ſeſſion, I took notice to rings 
you of the death of the late Emperor, and of my feb rela- 
reſolution to adhere to the engagements I am un- queen of 
der, in order to the maintaining of the balance of H. 
power, and the liberties of Europe, on that im- | 
portant occaſion, The aſſurances I receiv'd from 
you in return to this communication, were perfect- 
ly agreeable to the zeal and vigour, which this Par- 
liament has always exerted in the ſupport of the 
honour and intereſt of my crown and kingdoms, 
and of the common cauſe. N 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 

The war, which has ſince broke out, and been 
carried on in part of the Auſtrian dominions, and 
the various and extenſive claims, which are pub- 
lickly made on the late Emperor's ſucceſſion, are 
new events, that require the utmoſt care and atten- 
tion; as they may involve all Europe in a bloody 
war, and in conſequence expoſe the dominions of ſuch 
Princes, as ſhall take part in ſupport of the Prag- 
matick Sanction, to imminent and immediate dan- 
ger. The Queen of Hungary has already made a 
requiſition of the twelve thouſand men expreſsly 
ſtipulated by treaty 3; and thereupon I have de- 
manded of the King of Denmark, and of the 
King of Sweden, as Landgrave of Heſſe Caſſel, 
their reſpective bodies of troops, conſiſting of fix 
thouſand: men each, to be in readineſs to march 
forthwith to the aſſiſtance of her Hungarian Ma- 
jeſty. I am alſo concerting ſuch farther meaſures, 
as may obviate and diſappoint all dangerous de- 


ſigns and attempts, that may be forming or car- 


ried on in favour of any unjuſt pretenſions, to the 


prejudice of the houſe of Auſtria. In this com- 
plicated and uncertain ſtate of things many inci- 


dents may ariſe, during the time, when, by rea- 


ſon of the approaching concluſion of this Parlia- 


ment, it may be impoſſible for me to have your 
advice and aſſiſtance; which may make it neceſſa- 
ry for me to enter into ſtill larger expences for 
maintaining the Pragmatick Sanction. In a con- 
juncture ſo critical, I have thought it proper to 
lay theſe important conſiderations before you, and 
to deſire the concurence of my Parliament, enabling 
me to contribute, in the moſt effectual manner, 
to the ſupport of the Queen of Hungary, the pre- 
venting, by all reaſonable means, the ſubverſion 


of the houſe of Auſtria, and to the maintaining 


the liberties and balance of power in Europe. 


497" * ; Gen: 


A. 1741. D E BAT ES. 


i Nr 


* 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

I muſt recommend it to you to grant me ſuch a 
ſupply, as may be requiſite for theſe ends; and 
the juſt concern and readineſs, which I have con- 
ſtantly found in you, to make all neceſſary provi- 
ſions for the publick good, and our common ſecu- 
rity, leave me no room to doubt of the ſame 
good diſpoſition and affection in this inſtance. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


I am perſuaded, I need ſay no more to recom- 


mend theſe conſiderations to you, which ſo neceſ- 
I 


farily ariſe from the preſent ſituation of affairs. 
ſhall therefore only add, that whatever expences 
may be incurr'd on this occafion, ſhall be made in 
as frugal a manner as poſſible; and an account 
thereof ſhall he laid before the next Parliament. 


The Commons being return'd to their houſe, 
and this ſpeech read to them, Thomas Clutterbuck, 
Eſq; ſtood up and ſpoke to this effect: mw 


8 Mr. Speaker, oY : 
Sir, The preſent confuſion in Europe, the 
known deſigns of the French, the numerous 
claims to the Auſtrian dominions, the armies 
which are levied to ſupport them, and the pre- 
* ſent inability of the Queen of Hungary to main- 
* tain thoſe rights which deſcend to her from her 
< anceſtors, and have been confirmed by all the 


489 


Debate in 
the houſe 
of Commons 
upon the 
addreſs pro- 
poſed. 


Mr, Clutter - 
buck's ſpeech. 


* ſolemnity of treaties, evidently require an un- 


* common degree of attention in our conſultations, 


and of vigour in our proceedings. Whatever 


* may be the profeſſions of the French, their real 
* deſigns are eaſily diſcover'd ; deſigns which they 
* have carried on, either openly, or in private, for 
near a century, and which it cannot be expected 
* that they will lay aſide, when they are ſo near 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
© to ſucceſs. Their views, Sir, in all their wars 
© and treaties, alliances and intrigues, has been 
< the attainment of univerſal dominion, the de- 
< ſtruction of the rights of nature, and the ſub- 
jection of all the reſt of mankind; nor have we 
any reaſon to imagine that they are not equally 
< zealous for the promotion of this pernicious 
* ſcheme, while they pour troops into Germany, 
for the aſſiſtance of their ally, as when they 
* waſted kingdoms, laid cities in aſhes, and plun- 
< ged millions into miſery and want, without any 
other motive than the glory of their King. But 
the Freneb are not the only nation at this time 
labouring for the ſubverſion of our common 
liberties. Our liberties, Sir, are endanger'd by 
thoſe equally intereſted with ourſelves in their 
* preſervation; for in what, degree ſoever any 
of the Princes who are now endeavouring to 
divide among themſelves the dominions of Au- 
ſtria, may be pleaſed with the acquiſition of 
< new territories, and an imaginary increaſe of in- 
fluence and power, it muſt be evident to all who 
are not dazzled by immediate intereſt, that they 
are only fighting for France, and that by the 
deſtruction of the Auſtrian family, they muſt 
in a ſhort time fall themſelves. It is well known, 
Sir, tho? it is not always remembered, that po- 
litical, as well as natural greatneſs, is merely 
comparative, and that he only is a powerful 
Prince, who is more powerſul than thoſe 
with whom he can have any cauſe of conten- 
tion. That Prince, therefore, who imagines 
his power enlarged by a partition of territories, ' 
which gives him ſome additional provinces, 
may be at laſt diſappointed in his expectations. 
For if this partition gives to another Prince 
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greater than himſelf, an opportunity of in- 


creaſing his ſtrength, in a degree proportion. 
ate to his preſent ſuperiority, the former wil 
| «© ſoon 


A. 1741. D E BAT E S. 
ſoon find, that he bas been labouring for no- 
« thing, and that his danger is ſtill the ſame. 

Such, Sir, is the caſe of the King of Pruſſia, 
© who when he has over-run that part of Germany, 
« to which he now lays claim, will only have 
« weaken'd the houſe of Auſtria, without ſtreng- 
« thening himſelf. He is at preſent ſecure in 
« the poſſeſſion of his dominion, becauſe neither 
« the Auſtrians would ſuffer the French, nor the 
French permit the Auſtrians to increaſe their 
power by ſubduing him. Thus while the pre- 
« ſent equipoiſe of power is maintained, jealouſy 
© and caution would always procure him an ally, 
« whenever he ſhould be attacked; but when by 
is aſſiſtance, the Auſtrian family ſhall be ruin'd, 
* who ſhall defend him againſt the ambition of 
« France? While the liberties of mankind are 
thus equally endanger'd by folly and ambition, 
attacked on one fide, and neglected on the other, 
wit is neceſſary for thoſe who foreſee the calamity 
that threatens them, to exert themſelves in en- 
« deavours to avert it, and to retard the fatal 
blow, till thoſe who are now lulled by the con- 
' PREM of private advantage, can be awak- 
* en'd into a juſt concern for the general happineſs 
of Europe, and be convinced, that they them- 
* ſelves can only be ſecure by uniting in the cauſe 
of liberty and juſtice. For this reaſon, Sir, our 
Sovereign has aſſerted the Pragmatick Sandton, 
and promiſed to aſſiſt the Queen of Hungary with 
the forces which former treaties have entitled her 
* to demand from him ; for this reaſon he has 
* endeavour'd to rouſe the Dutch from their ſu- 
* pineneſs, and excite them to arm once more 
for the common ſafety, to intimidate by new 
* augmentations thoſe powers, whoſe ardour, per- 
* haps, only ſubſiſts upon the confidence that 
they ſhall not be reſiſted, and to animate by 
open declarations in favour of the houſe of Au- 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1747. 
© ftria,. thoſe who probably are only hindred from 
« offering their aſſiſtance, by the fear of. ſtanding 
alone againſt the armies of France. That by 
this conduct he may expoſe his dominions on the 
continent, to invaſions, ravages, and the other 
miſeries of war, every one who knows their ſitu- 
ation, muſt readily allow; nor can it be doubt- 
ed by any man who has heard of the power of 
the Pruffans and French, that they may com- 
mit great devaſtations with very little oppoſi- 
tion, the forces of the Electorate not being ſuf. 
ficient to give them battle. For tho? the for- 
tified towns might hold out againſt them, that 
conſideration will very little alleviate the concern 
of thoſe who conſider the miſeries of a nation, 
whoſe enemies are in poſſeſſion of all the open 
country, and who from their ramparts ſee their 
harveſts laid waſte, and their villages in flames, 
The fortifications contain the ſtrength, but the 
field and the trading towns, compriſe the riches 
of the people, and the country may be ruin'd 
which is not ſubdu'd. As therefore, Sir, the 
Electoral dominions of his Majeſty are now en- 
danger'd, not by any private diſpute with the 
neighbouring Princes, but by his firmneſs in aſ- 
ſerting the general rights of Exrope ; as the con- 
ſequences of his conduct, on this occaſion, will 
be chiefly beneficial to England, we ought ſurely 
to ſupport him in the proſecution of this defign. 
A deſign, which we cannot but approve, ſince 
our anceſtors haye always carried it on without 
regard either to the danger or the expence. In 
conformity to this maxim of politicks ſo clearly 
founded in equity, and ſo often juſtified by 
votes of Parliament, has his Majeſty been 
pleaſed to declare to us his reſolution to adhere 
to his engagements, and oppoſe all attempts that 
pay be forming in fayour of any unjuſt preten- 
* fions to the prejudice of the houſe of 1 
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Anh DE BATES 
« 'Tis for this end he deſires the concurrence of 
« his Parliament. I hope every gentleman in this 
« houſe will agree with me, that we ought to de- 
« care our approbation of theſe meaſures, in ſuch 
© terms, as may ſhew the world, that'thoſe who 
« ſhall dare to obſtruct them, muſt reſolve to incur 
the reſentment of this nation, and expoſe them- 
« ſe]ves to all the oppoſition which the Parliament 
« of Great-Britain can ſend forth againſt them. We 
« ought to pronounce that the territories of Ha- 
nder will be confider'd on this occaſion as the 
« dominions of Great-Br:itain, and that any at- 
« tack on one or the other will be equally reſented. 
J therefore move, that an humble addreſs be 
« preſented by this houſe to his Majeſty, © To re- 
turn our thanks for his ſpeech ; ta expreſs our 
« qutiful ſenſe of his Majeſty's juſt regard for the 
rights of the Queen of Hungary, and for main- 
« taining the Pragmatick Sanction; to declare 
our concurrence in the prudent meaſures, which 
« his Majeſty is purſuing for the preſervation of 
« the liberties and balance of power in Europe; 
« to acknowledge his Majeſty's wiſdom and reſo- 
& lution, in not ſuffering himſelf to be diverted 
from ſteadily perſevering in his juſt purpoſes of 
« fulfilling his engagements with the houſe of Au- 
«* ſria ; alſo further to aſſure his Majeſty, that 
in juſtice to, and vindication of the honour 
and dignity of the Bri17/þ crown, we will effec- 
* tually ſtand by and ſupport his Majeſty againſt 
* all inſults and attacks, which any Prince or 
power, in reſentment of the juſt meaſures which 
he has ſo wiſely taken, ſhall make upon any 
of his Majeſty's dominions, tho? not belong- 
ing to the crown of Great-Britain. And that 
in any future events, which might make it ne- 
'* ceflary for him to enter into ſtill larger ex- 
e pences, this houſe will enable him to contribute 
un the moſt effectual manner, to the W 
ae « the 
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PARLTAMENTARVY A. 1 74 1. 
<< the Queen of Hungary, to the preventing, by all 
<. reaſonable. means, the ſubverſion of the houſe 
« of Auſtria, and to the maintaining the Pragma- 
tick Sanction, and the liberties and balance of 
Europe. | 


Henry Fox, 955 ſeconded the motion in this 
manner. | 
. The expediency, if not the neceſſity of 


the addreſs now moved for, will, I believe, be 
6 readily allowed by thoſe who conſider the juſt 


© meaſures which are purſued by his Majeſty, the 


< end which 1s intended by them, and the powers 
by which they are oppoſed. How much it is 
our duty to ſupport the houſe of Auſtria, it is 
© not neceſſary to explain to any man who has 
© heard the debates of this aſſembly, or read the 
< hiſtory of the laſt war. How much it is our 
« duty. to ſupport i it, is evident as ſoon as it is 
known by whom it is attack'd; by the antient 
© enemy of theſe nations, by the general diſturber 
of the univerſe, by the formidable oppreſſors of 
© liberty, exulting in new acquiſitions, inflamed 
< with. the madneſs of univerſal monarchy, and 
© elated with an opportunity of ſubjecting Germa- 
« ny, by exalting to the ſupreme power a Prince 
Who ſhall hold his authority only by their per- 
< miſhon. The houſe of Auſtria, which has ſo 
« often ſtood forth in defence of our common 
„rights, which has poured armies into the field in 
« confederacy with Great Britain, to ſuppreſs the 
« inſolence of that family which nothing could 


< ſatisfy, but boundleſs power, now demands the 
« aſſiſtance which it has ſo often afforded; that 


« affiſtance is demanded from us by every claim 
which the laws of ſociety can enact, or the dic- 
tates of nature can ſuggeſt, by treaties maturely 
confidered, and ſolemnly confirmed, by the ties 
of ancient friendſhip, and the obligations of 


common 


„ 


A K 


” a ** — _ > FI 1 


7 A * a KR 89 


CY A „ 


A aA aA #& 


R „„ 


0 
— 


common intereſt. To violate the publick faith, 
and to negle& the obſervation of treaties, is to 


ſink ourſelves below barbarity, to deſtroy that 
confidence which unites mankind in ſociety. To 
deny or evade our ſtipulations, Sir, is to commit 


a crime which every honeſt mind muſt confider 
with abhorrence, and to eſtabliſh a precedent 


which may be uſed hereafter to our own de- 


ſtruction. To forſake an ancient ally only be- 


cauſe Wwe can receive no immediate advantage 
from his friendſhip, or becauſe. it may be in ſome 
degree dangerous to adhere to him; to forſake 
him when he moſt wants our good offices, when 
he is diftrefſed by his enemies, and deſerted by 
others from whom he had reaſon to hope for 
kinder treatment, is the moſt deſpicable, the 
moſt hateful degree of cowardice and treachery. 


The obligations of intereſt, Sir, it is not often 


needful to enforce, but it may be obſerved on 
this occaſion, that a fingle year of negle& may 


never be retrieved. We may, Sir, now be able 


to ſupport thoſe whom, when once diſpoſſeſſed, 
it will not be in our power to reſtore; and if 
we ſuffer the houſe of Auſtria to be over-born, 


our poſterity, through every generation, may 
have reaſon to curſe our injudicious parſimony, 


our fatal inactivity, and our perfidious cowardice. 
With what views the King of Pruſſia concurs in 


© the meaſures of France, or upon what principles 


of policy he promiſes to himſelf any ſecurity in 
the enjoyment of his new dominions, it is not 


eaſy to conjecture; but as it is eaſy to diſcover, 


that whatever he may propoſe to himſelf, his 
conduct evidently tends to the ruin of Europe, 


ſo he may, in my opinion, juſtly be oppoſed, if 


he cannot be diverted or made eaſy. Nor can 


we, Sir, if this oppoſition ſhould incite him, or 


any other power, to an invaſion of his Majeſty's 
foreign dominions, refuſe them our protection 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1741, 
and aſſiſtance. For as they ſuffer for the cauſe 
which we are engaged to ſupport, and ſuffer 
only by our meaſures, we are, at leaſt as allies, 
oblig'd by the laws of equity, and the general 
compacts of mankind; to arm in their defence; 
and what may be claimed by the common right 
of allies, we ſhall ſurely not deny them, only 
becauſe they are more cloſely united to us, be- 
cauſe they own the ſame Monarch with our- 
© ſelves? | 5 


Then William Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke to the fol 
lowing purpoſG. 5 


Sir, With what eagerneſs the French ſnatch 
every opportunity. of. encreafing their influence, 
extending their dominions, and oppreſſing their 
neighbours, the experience of many years has con- 
vinced all Europe; and it is evident that unleſs 
ſome power be preſerved in a degree of ſtrength 
nearly equal to theirs, their ſchemes, pernicious 
as they are, cannot be defeated. That the only 

wer from which this oppoſition can be hoped, 
is the houſe of Auſtria, a very ſuperficial view of 
this part of the globe will ſufficiently demonſtrate; 
of this we were long ſince ſo ſtrongly convinced, 
that we employed all our forces, and all our poli- 
ticks to aggrandize this houſe. We endeavoured 
not only to ſupport it in all its hereditary. rights, 
but to inveſt it with new ſovereignties, and ex- 
tend its authority over new. dominions. Why we 
afterwards varied in our councils and our mea- 
ſures, I have long inquired without any fatisfac- 
tion, having never, Sir, with the utmoſt appli- 
cation, been able to diſcover. the motives to the 
memorable treaty of Hanover, by which we ftt 
pulated to deſtroy the fabrick that we had been 
ſo long, and ſo laboriouſly endeavouring to erect; 


W - ma W N & G6 


< by which we abandoned that alliance, which we 


had ſo diligently cultivated, which we had pre- 
1 e 7˙⸗ 8 
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« ferred to peace, plenty, and riches, and for 
« which we had chearfully ſupported a tedious, a 
© bloody, and an expenſive war. This conduct, 
« Sir, raiſes a greater degree of admiration, as the 


authors of it had exhauſted all their eloquence in 


© cenſuring the treaty of Utrecht, and had endea- 


« youred to expoſe thoſe who tranſacted it to the 


general hatred of the nation; as they always 
« expreſſed in the ſtrongeſt terms their dread and 
« deteſtation of the French; as they animated all 
their harangues, and ſtunned their opponents 
« with declarations of their Zeal for the liberties 
of Europe. By what impulſe, or what infatua- 
tion, theſe aſſertors of liberty, theſe enemies of 


« France, theſe guardians of the balance of power, 


« were on the ſudden prevailed on to declare in 
« favour of the power, whom they had ſo long 
* thought it their chief intereſt and higheſt honour 
to oppoſe, muſt be diſcovered by ſagacity ſupe- 
* rior to mine. But after ſuch perplexity of coun- 
* cils, and ſuch fluctuation of conduct, it is ne- 
* ceflary to inquire more particularly what are the 
« preſent intentions of the miniſtry, what alliances 
© have been formed, and what conditions are re- 
* quired to be fulfilled. If we are obliged only to 
* ſupply the Queen of Hungary with twelve thou- 
* ſand men, we have already performed our en- 
* gagements; if we have promiſed any pecuniary 
aſſiſtance, the ſum which we have ſtipulated to 
* furniſh ought to be declared; for I ſuppoſe at 
* kaft our engagements have ſome limits, and that 
* we are not to exert all the force of the nation, 
to fight as if fire and ſword were at our gates, 
* or an invader were landing. armies upon our 
* coaſts, I have, Sir, from my earlieſt years, 


been zealous for the defence and exaltation of 


the houſe of Auſtria, and ſhall be very far from 
* propoſing that any danger or diftreſs ſhould in- 
* fluence us to deſert it; but I do not eaſily dif- 
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4 cover by what means we ſhall be able to afford 


any efficacious aſſiſtance ; for the power of this 
nation conſiſts chiefly in naval armaments, 

which can be of very little uſe to the Queen of 
Hungary, and I know not any State that will 
eaſily conſent to unite with us on this occaſion. 
If there be, Sir, any States remaining in Europe, 
© which the French can neither intimidate nor 


* 
— 
- 
o 
o 


_ © bribe, we ought ſtudiouſly to follicit, and dili- 


* gently to cultivate their friendſhip ; but whe- 
© ther any, except the Muſcovites, are now inde- 
s pendent, or ſufficiently confident of their own 
© ſtrength to engage in ſuch a hazardous alli- 
© ance, may be juſtly doubted. The late grand 
© alliance, Sir, was fupported at the expence of 
this nation alone, nor was it required from the 
other confederates to exhauſt the treaſure of 
© their country in the common cauſe ; I hope the 
debt which that war has intailed upon us will 
* inſtruct us to be more frugal in our future en- 
© gagements, and to ſtipulate only what we may 
perform without involving the nation in miſe- 
© Iy, which victories and triumphs cannot com- 
* penſate. The neceſſity, Sir, of publick coco: 
* nomy obliges me to inſiſt, that before any mo- 
* ney ſhall be granted, an account be laid before 
Parliament, in particular terms, of the uſes to 


which it is to be applied. To aſk for ſupplics 


in general terms, is to demand the power ol 
ſquandering the publick money at pleaſure, and 
to. claim, in ſofter language, nothing leſs than 
deſpotick authority. It has not been uncom- 
* mon for money granted by Parliament to be 
* ſpent without producing any of thoſe effects 
which were expected from it, without aſſiſting 


our allies, or humbling our enemies; and there- 
fore there is reaſon for fuſpecting that money 


has ſometimes been aſked for one uſe, and ap 
* plied to another. If our concurrence, Sir, l 
| « neceſlary 
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neceſſary to increaſe his Majeſty's influchee on 
the e to animate the friends of the 


Auſtria, or to repreſs the diſturbers of 
the publick tranquillity, I ſhall willingly unite 


with the moſt zealous advocates for the admi- 


niſtration in any vote of approbation or aſſiſ- 


tance, not contrary to the act of ſettlement, 
that important and well-concerted act, by which 


the preſent Family was advanced to the throne 


and by which it is provided, that England ſhall 


never be involved in war for the enlargement 


or protection of the dominions of Hanover, do- 


minions from which we never expected, nor 


received any benefit, and for which therefore 


nothing ought to be either ſuffered or hazarded. 
If it mould be again neceſſary to form a confe- 


deracy, and to unite the powers of Europe 


againſt the houſe of Bourbon, that ambitious, 
that reſtleſs family, by which the repoſe of che 
world is almoſt every day interrupted, which is 


inceſſantly labouring againſt the happineſs of 


human nature, and ſeeking every hour an op- 
portunity of new incroachments; I declare, Sir, 
that I ſhall not only, with the greateſt chear- 
fulneſs, bear my ſhare of the publick expence, 
but endeavour to reconcile others to their part 
of the calamities of war. This, Sir, I have 
advanced, in confidence that ſufficient care ſhall 
be taken, that in any new alliance, we ſhall be 
parties, not principals, that the expence of 


war, as the advantage of victory, ſhall be com- 
* mon; and that thoſe who ſhall unite with us 


will be our allies, not our mercenaries.” 
Horatio Walpole, Eſq; then ſpoke to the, fol 


lowing purport.” 


Sir, It is not without reaſon, U ths ho? Mr, Wal- 
f Pelès ſceech. 


* nourable gentleman deſires to be informed o 


* the ſtipulations contained in the treaty, by 


which 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
* which we have engaged to ſupport the Prag. 
© matick Sanction ; for I find that he either ne- 
© yer knew them, or has forgotten them; and 
© therefore thoſe reaſonings which he has formed 
upon them, fall to the ground. We are obliged, 
Sir, by this treaty, to ſupply the houſe of Au- 
© fria with twelve thouſand men, and the Duich, 
© who were engaged in it by our example, have 
promiſed a ſupply of five thouſand. This 


dominions of that family enable them to raiſe, 
were conceived {ſufficient to repel any enemy by 
whom their rights ſhould be invaded. But be- 
cauſe in affairs of ſuch importance nothing is 
to be left to hazard, becauſe the preſervation 
of the equipoiſe of power, on which the liber- 
ties of almoſt all mankind, who can call them- 
ſelves free, muſt be acknowledged to depend, 
ought to be rather certain, than barely proba- 
ble; it is ſtipulated farther, both by the Dutch 
and ourſelves, that if the ſupplies ſpecified in 
the firſt article ſhall appear inſufficient, we ſhall 
unite our whole force in the defence of our 
ally, and ſtruggle once more for independence, 
with ardour proportion'd to the importance of 


gagements have been formed that can be ima- 
gined to have been prohibited by the act of 
ſettlement, by which it is provided, that the 
houſe of Hanover ſhall not plunge this nation 
into a war, for the ſake of their föreign domi- 
nions, without conſent ' of Parliament; for 
this war is by no means entered upon for 
the particular ſecurity of Hanover, but for the 


"6 


ambition of the French, and to' preſerve our- 


. s ſelves, and our poſterity, from the moſt abject 


« dependance upon a nation exaſperated againſt 
© us by long oppoſition, and hereditary hatred. 
» 1 <4 6 


Nor 


force joined to thoſe armies, which the large 


our cauſe. By theſe ſtipulations, Sir, no en- 


general advantage of Europe, to repreſs the 


. 
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” 


Nor is the act of ſettlement only preſerved un- 


violated, by the reaſons of the preſent alliance, 


but by the regular concurrence of Parliament, 


« which his Majeſty has deſired, notwithſtanding 


« his indubitable right of making peace and war 
by his own authority. I cannot therefore ima- 
giue upon what pretence it can be urged, that 
the law, which requires that no war ſhall be 
made on account of the Hanoverian dominions 
without the conſent of Parliament, 1s violated, 
when it is evident, that the war is made upon 
other motives,. and the eoncurrence of Parlia- 
ment is ſolemnly deſired. But ſuch is the 
malevolence with which the conduct of the 
adminiſtration is examined, that no degree of 
integrity or vigilance can ſecure it from cen- 
ſure, When in the preſent queſtion truth and 
reaſon are evidently on their ſide, paſt tranfac- 
tions are recalled to memory, and thofe mea- 
* ſures are treated with the utmoſt degree of con- 
$ tempt and ridicule, of which the greateſt part 
of the audience have probably forgotten the 
« reaſons, and of which the authors of them do 
* not always ſtand up in the defence, becauſe 
they are weary of repeating arguments to thoſe 
* 
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* who liſten with a reſolution never to be con- 
vinced. . How well, Sir, thoſe by whom the 
miniſtry is oppoſed, have ſucceeded in harden- 
ing their minds againſt the force of reaſon, is 
evident from their conſtant cuſtom of appeal- 
ing from the Parliament to the people, and 
publiſhing in pamphlets thoſe arguments which 
they have found themſelves. in this aſſembly 
unable to ſupport ; a practice which diſcoyers 
rather an obſtinate reſolution to obſtruct the 


government, than zeal for the proſperity of 


© their country; and which, to ſpeak of it in 
che ſofteſt terms, ſeems to be ſuggeſted more 
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* by the deſire of POIs; W the love of 
< truth.” 


Then Samuel Sandy Eſq; qke to the effect 
following. 


Mr.Sardyi's Sir, Notwithſtanding the confidence with 
pece® © which this motion has been offered and de- 
* tended, notwithſtanding the ſpecious appear- 
£ ance of reſpect to his Majeſty, by which it is 
recommended, I am not aſhamed to declare, 
* that it appears to me inconſiſtent. with the truſt 
repoſed in us by our conſtituents, who owe 
< their allegiance to the King of Great Britain, 
and not to the Elector of Hanover. It will be 
£ urged, Sir, by the people, whom we fit here 
to repreſent, that they are already embarraſſed 
* with debts contracted in a late war, from 
* which, after the expence of many millions, and 
* the deſtruction of prodigious multitudes, they 
receive no advantage; and that they are now 
loaded with taxes for the ſupport. of another, 
of which they perceive no proſpect of a very 
* happy or honourable concluſion, of either ſe- 
_ © curity or profit, either conqueſts or repriſals, 
© and that they are therefore by no means willing 
to ſee themſelves involved in any new confede- 
* 'racy, by which they may intail on their poſte. 
* rity the ſame calamities, and oblige themſelves 
to hazard their fortunes, and their happineſs, 
6 in defence of diſtant countries, of which many 
of them have ſcarcely heard, and from which 
no return of aſſiſtance is expected.” 


Horatio Hape. Ne ſpoke in to this pur. 
P 


Mr. wel. Fir, Tho- it is not neceſſary to ice every 
Pole's reply. 


calumny that malice may invent, or credulity 
admit, or to anſwer thoſe of whom it may re 
0 — be conceryed that they do not ede 
2 then 
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by which it had been ſupported, and which 
| k 4 | « were 


their own acculations, I will yet riſe once more 
in vindication of the treaty of Hanover, . to 
ſhew with how little reaſon it is cenſured, to 
repreſs the levity of inſult, and the pride of 
unreaſonable triumph. The treaty of Hanover, 
Sir, how long ſoever it has been ridiculed, and 


with whatever contempt thoſe by whom it was 


negotiated have been treated, was wiſe and 


juſt. It was juſt, becauſe no injury was in- 


tended to any power, no invaſion was planned, 
no partition of dominions ſtipulated, nothing 
but our own ſecurity deſired. It was wiſe, be- 
cauſe it produced the end propoled by it, and 
eſtabliſhed that ſecurity which the Auſtrians and 


Spaniards were endeayouring to deſtroy. The 


Emperor of Germany, Sir, had then entered 
into a ſecret treaty of alliance with Spain, by 
which nothing leſs was deſigned than the total 
deſtruction of our liberties, the diminution of 
our commerce, the alienation of our domini- 
ons, aud the ſubverſion of our conſtitution. 
We were to have been expelled from Gibraltar, 
and totally excluded from the Mediterranean; 


the Pretender was to have been exalted to the 


throne, and a new religion, with the ſlavery 
that always accompanies it, to have been intro- 


duced amongſt us; and Oſtend was to have been 


made a port, and to have ſhared the poor re- 
mains of our commerce to foreign nations. 
This unjuſt, this malicious confederacy, was 
then oppoſed with the utmoſt vehemence by 
Prince Eugene, whoſe courage and mili- 
tary capacity are celebrated throughout the 
world, and whoſe political abilities and know- 
ledge of the affairs of Europe, were equal to 
his knowledge of war. He urged with great 
force, that ſuch a confederacy would diſunite 
the Empire for ever from the maritime powers, 


1 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
were engaged, by one common intereſt, in the 
promotion of its proſperity : But his remon- 
ftrances availed nothing, and the alliance was 
concluded. When our ancient allies, who had 
been ſo often ſuccour'd with our treaſure; and 
defended by our arms, had entered into ſuch 
engagements ; when it was ſtipulated not only 
to impoveriſh, but enſlave us; not only to 
weaken us abroad, but to deprive us of every 
domeſtick comfort; when a ſcheme was formed 
that' would have ſpread miſery over the whole 
nation, and have extended its conſequences to 
the loweſt orders of the- community, 1t was 
ſurely neceſſary to fruſtrate it by ſome alliance; 
and with whom could we then unite, but with 
France? This is not the only fact on which 
gentlemen have ventured to ſpeak with great 
freedom without ſufficient information; the 
conduct of our allies in the late war has been 
no leſs miſrepreſented than that of our miniſters 
in their negotiations. They have been charged 
with impoſing upon us the whole expence of 
the confederacy, when it may be proved be- 
'yond controverſy, that the annual charge of 
the Ditch was five millions. Nor did they, 
Sir, only contribute annually thus largely to 
the common cauſe, but when we forſook the 
alliance, and ſhamefully abandoned the advan- 
tages we had gained, they received our merce- 
© naries into their own pay, and expended nine 
millions in a ſingle year. Of the truth of 
©. theſe aſſertions it is caſy to produce inconteſta- 
ble evidence, which, however, cannot be ne- 
* ceffary to any man who reflects, that from one 
of the moſt wealthy nations in the world, the 
Dutch, with all their commerce, and all their 
*- parſimony, are reduced to penury and diſtreſs ; 
for who can tell by what means they have ſunk 
into their preſent low condition, if they 
„„ VVV (ere 
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« fered nothing by the late war? How this gen: 
« tleman, Sir, has been deceived, and to whoſe 
« inſinuations his errors are to be imputed, I am 
at no loſs to diſcover ; I hope he will by this 
« conflitation be warned againſt implicit creduli- 
ty, and remember with what caution that man 
is to be truſted, whoſe pernicious counſels have 
endangered his country.” 


Then Robert Vyner, Eſq; ſpoke thus. 
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g Sir, It is, in my opinion, an inconteſtable Mr. 75mr's 


maxim, that no meaſures are eligible, which 
are unjuſt, and that therefore before any reſo- 
© Jutions are formed, we ought to examine not 
* what motives may "be fuggeſted by expedience, ' 
but what arguments may be advanced by equi- 
« ty on one part or the other. If I do not miſ- 
« take the true intent of the addreſs now pro 

* ſed, we are invited to declare, that we will op- 
pole the King of Pruſſia in his attempts u 
Sila, a declaration in which I know not how 
© any man can concur, who knows not the na- 
ture of his claim, and the laws of the Empire. 
« It ought therefore, Sir, to have been the firſt 
« endeavour of thoſe by whom this addreſs has 
been ſo zealouſly promoted, to ſhew that his 
« claim, ſo publickly explained, ſo firmly urged, 
and fo ſtrongly ſupported, is without founda- 
« tion in juſtice, or in reaſon, and is only one of 
« thoſe imaginary titles, which ambition may al- 
ways find to the dominions of another. But no 
attempt has been yet made towards the diſcuſ- 
ſion of this important queſtion, and therefore I 
know not how any man can call upon us to op- 
« poſe the King of Pruſſia, when his claim may 
probably be juſt, and, by conſequence, ſuch 
« as, if it were neceſſary for us to engage in the 
0 affairs of thoſe diſtant countries, we ought to 
f Join with him | in aſſerting. 


Fob  PARLIAMEN TAR A. 1741. 


The Lord Gage ik next, in ſubſtance as 
Vs. | 


_ © Sir, As no 3 of this aſſembly can feel 
| a greater degree of zeal: for his Majeſty's ho- 

< nour than myſelf, none ſhall more readily con- 

| © cur in any expreſſion of duty or adherence to 

© him. But I have been always taught, that al- 

| © legiance to my Prince is conſiſtent with fide- 

< lity to my country, that the intereſt of the 
King and people of England i is the ſame, and 
that he only is a true ſubje& of the crown, 
who is a ſteady promoter of the happineſs of 
© the nation. For this reaſon I think it neceſſary 
© to declare, that Hanover is always to be conſi- 
« dered as a ſovereignty ſeparate from that of 
< Great Britain, and as a country with laws and 
«© intereſts diſtin from ours; and that it is the 
duty of the repreſentatives of this nation, to 
© take care that intereſts ſo different may never be 
* confounded, and that England may incur no 
i 
> 
0 
* 
* 
* 
* 


expence, of which Hanover alone can enjoy the 
advantage. If the Elector of Hanover ſhould be 
engaged in war with any of the neighbouring 
Sovereigns, who ſhould be enabled by a victory 
to enter into the country, and carry the terrors 
of war through all his territories, it would by no 
means be neceſſary for this nation to interpoſe; 
for the Elector of Hanover might loſe his domi- 
nions without any diſadvantage or diſhonour to 
the King or people of Great Britain. 


; The motion being at laſt agreed to, the follow- 
ing addreſs in purſuance thereof was drawn up and 


reſented to his W by the whole houſe upon 
the. 10th, viz. 


The ee addreſs of the houſe of Common 
to the King. 


Moſt 


. Moſt Gracious Sovereign, * 
We your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſub- Their 
jets, the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament ef. 
aſſembled, beg leave to return your Majeſty our 
moſt humble thanks for your Majeſty's moſt gra- 
cious ſpeech from the throne; and to expreſs our 
dutiful ſenſe of your Majeſty's juſt and due regard 
for the rights and intereft of the Queen of Hunga- 
ry, and for maintaining the Pragmatick Sanction. 
We cannot but entirely concur with your Majeſty 
in the prudent meaſures, which your Majeſty is 
purſuing for the ſupport of the common cauſe, 
and for the preſervation of the liberties, and the 
balance of power in Europe. We acknowledge 
your Majeſty's wiſdom and reſolution, in not ſuf- 
fering yourſelf to be diverted: from ſteadily perſe- 
vering in your juſt purpoſes of fulfilling the en- 
gagements, which your Majeſty has entered into 
with the houſe of Auſtria; and do aſſure your 
Majeſty, that in juſtice, and in vindication of the 
honour and dignity of the Brizifþ crown, this 
houſe will effectually ſtand by and ſupport your 
Majeſty againſt all inſults and attacks, which any 
Prince or Power, in reſentment of the juſt mea- 
ſures, which your Majefty has ſo wiſely taken, 
| ſhall make upon any of your Majeſty's territories 
or dominions, though not belonging to the crown 
of Great Britain. And we beg leave further to 
aſſure your Majeſty, that in any future events, 
which may ariſe from this uncertain ſtate of things, 
and which may make it neceſſary for your Majeſty 
to enter into ſtill larger expences, your faithful 
Commons will enable your Majeſty to contribute, 
in the moſt effectual manner, to the ſupport of the 
Queen of Hungary, to the preventmgy by all rea- 1 
ſonable means, the ſubverſion of the houſe of Auſ- Wh 
zria, and to the maintaining the Pragmatick Sanc- 1 
tion, and the liberties and balance of Europe. 


To 
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To which his Majeſty Wn the following 
moſt gracious anſwer. - 


Gentlemen, 

is E. T6 Give you my thanks pas this dutiful and loyal ad. 
dreſs. Your great readineſs in enabling me 10 
make good my engagements with the Queen of Hun- 
gary, and the aſſurances, you give me, not to ſuffer 
my foreign dominions to be inſulted, on account of the 
= meaſures, I am purſuing for the ſupport of the Prag- 
, qnatick Sauftion, are ſuch evident proofs of your juft 
concern for maintaining the liberties and balance if 
py ower in Europe, and of your great regard for my 
onour and intereſt, that you may depend upon all 
ſuitable returns from me for this particular mark of 

your affettion and confidence in me. 


Motion in The ſaid ſpeech having upon the oth been re> 
— erredd to the committee of ſupply, and the houſe 
having upon the 13th reſolved itſelf into the 
ſaid committee, Sir Robert Walpole ſtood up and 
moved to reſolve, * That a ſum. not exceeding 
« 300,000/7. be granted to his Majefty, for the 
further enabling his Majeſty in the moſt effeQual 
© manner to ſupport the Queen of Hungary, for 
preventing the ſubverſion of the houſe of Auſtria, 
and for the maintaining the Pragmatick Sanction, 
and ſupporting the liberties and balance of power 
Debate upon © in Europe. > This motion he e by a 
515 ſpeech in ſubſtance as follows: 5 


Sr Re: Sir, The neceſſity of this grant, appears ſo 
Ee © plainly from the bare mention of the purpoſes 
mm Ay which it is aſked, that I can ſcarcely conceivs 
« that its teaſbnablenels will be diſputed. J can 
diſcover no principles upon which an objection 

to this motion can be founded, nor the leaſt ar- 

* puments by which ſuch objection can be ſupport- | 

* cd. * indiſpenſable obligations of 1 2 

6 it 4 


= 


faith, the great ties by which nations are United, 
and confederacies formed, I cannot ſuppoſe any 
man inclined to. invalidate. An exact perfor- 
mance of national promiſes, an inviolable adhe- 
rence to pacts and treaties is enforced at once 
policy and juſtice, and all laws both of Heaven 
and Earth. Publick perfidy, Sir, like private diſ- 
* honeſty, whatever temporary advantages it may 
* promiſe.or produce, is always, upon the whole, 
* the. parent of miſery. Every man, however 
proſperous, muſt ſometimes wiſh for a friend, 
and every nation, however potent, ſtand in need 
of an ally; but all alliances ſubſiſt upon mutual 
confidence, and confidence can be produced only 
by untainted integrity, by known firmneſs, and 
approved veracity. The uſe. of alliances, Sir, 
has in the laſt age been too much experienc'd 
to be conteſted; it is by leagues well .concerted, 
and ſtrictly obſerved, that the weak are defended 
againſt the ſtrong, that bounds are ſet to the 
turbulence of ambition, that the torrent of pow- 
er is reſtrained, and kingdoms preſerved from, 
* thoſe inundations of war, that, in former times, 
* laid the world in ruins. By alliances, Sir, the 
* equipoiſe of power is maintained, and thoſe a- 
* arms and apprehenſions avoided, which muft 
* ariſe from daily viciflitudes of empire and the 
fluctuations of perpetual conteſt. That it is the 
* intereſt of this nation to. cultivate the friendſhip 
* of the houſe of Auſtria, to protect its rights, 
and ſecure its ſucceſſion, to inform it when miſ- 
taken, and to aſſiſt it when attacked, is allowed 
by every party. Every man, Sir, knows that 
the only power that can ſenſibly injure us by 
obſtructing our commerce, or invading, our do- 
minions, is France, againſt which no confederac 
can be formed, except with the houſe of Auſtria, 
that can afford us any efficacious ſupport. The 
ttrmeſt bond of alliances is mutual intereſt. Men 
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eafily unite againſt him, whom they have all e. 


qual reaſon to fear and to hate, by whom they 


have been equally injured, and by whom they 
ſuſpect that no opportunity will be loft of re- 


newing his encroachments. Such is the ſtate of 


this nation and of the Auſtrians. We are equal- 
ly -endanger'd by the greatneſs of France, and 
equally animated againſt it by hereditary animo- 
ſities, and conteſts continued from one age to 


another; we are convinced that, however either 
may be flatter'd or careſs'd, while the other is 


invaded, every blow is aimed at both, and that 


we are divided only that we may be more eafily 


deſtroy*d. | For this reaſon we. engaged in the 
ſupport of the Pragmatick Sanction, and ſtipu- 


lated to ſecure the Imperial crown to the daugh- 
ters of Auſtria, which was nothing more than 


to promiſe, that we would endeavour to prevent 


our own deſtruction, by oppoſing the exaltation 


9 


of a Prince, who ſhould owe his 1 to the 


French, and in conſequence of ſo cloſe an alli- 
ance ſecond all their ſchemes, admit all their 
claims, and facrifice to their ambition the happt- 


neſs of a great part of mankind. Such would 


probably be the conſequence, if France ſhould 


gain the power of conferring the Imperial crown. 
They would hold the Emperor in perpetual de- 


pendence, would, perhaps, take poſſeſſion of his 
hereditary dominions as a mortgage for their 


expences, would awe him with the troops which 


they ſent under a pretence of aſſiſting him, and 
leave him only the titles of dominion, and the 


ſhadows of empire. In this ſtate would he re- 
main, whilſt his formidable allies were extending 


their dominions on every ſide. He would ſee 
one power ſubdued after another, and himſelf 
weakened by degrees, and only not deprived of 
his throne, becauſe it would be unneceſſary to 
dethrone him; or he would be obliged to ſollicit 


Our 


„ c Bob Sdn 


A. % DE BAT ES. 

« our aſſiſtance to break from his ſlavery, and we 
ſhould be obliged, at the utmoſt hazard, and at 
© an expence not to be calculated, to remedy what 
« it is, perhaps, now in our power to prevent with 
very little difficulty. That this danger is too 
« near to be merely chimerical, that the Queen of 
Hungary is invaded, and her right to the Impe- 
rial dignity conteſted, is well known; it is there- 
fore the time for fulfilling our engagements, en- 
« oagements.of the utmoſt importance to ourſelves 
and our poſterity; and I hope the government 
vill not be accuſed of profuſion, if for three 
hundred thouſand pounds the liberties of Europe 
* ſhall be preſerved. We cannot deny this grant, 
*' without acting in oppoſition to our late profeſ- 


* fions of ſupporting his Majeſty in his endeavours 
to maintain the Pragmatick Sanction, and of aſ- 


* fiſting him to defend his foreign dominions from 
* any injuries to which thoſe endeavours ſhould 
* expoſe them; for how can he without forces de- 
fend his dominions, or aſſiſt his ally, or how 
can he maintain forces without ſupplies? 
g William Shi ppen, Eſq; next roſe, and ſpoke 
thus: | i e 2 


„ 


have a right to ſpeak, by the remembrance that 
* they have formerly been unſucceſsful. Every 


himſelf able to perſuade others, and imagines 


ome happier moment, when their prez 


man, when he is confident himſelf, conceives 


that their obſtinacy proceeds from other motives 
than reaſon; and that, if he fails at one time to 
oa over his audience, he may yet ſucceed in 

udices 


„ ſhall 
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__ PARLIAMENTARY A4. 141. 
© ſhall be diſſipated, or their intereſt varied. For 
this reaſon, though it cannot be ſuſpected that 
© I have forgotten the reſentment which I have 
© formerly drawn upon myſelf, by an open decla- 
tation of my ſentiments with regard to Hans 
ver, (See this in his ſpeech, Vol. VII. p. 13.) 
1 ſtand up again with equal confidence, to 
make my proteſtation againſt any interpoſition 
© in the affairs of that country, and to avow my 
L diſlike of the promiſe lately made to defend it, 
A promiſe inconſiſtent, in my opinion, with that 
important and inviolable law, the act of ſetile- 
ment! A promiſe, which, if it could have been 
* foreknown, would perhaps have for ever pre- 
s cluded from the ſucceſſion that Illuftrious Fa- 
* mily,, to which we owe ſuch numberleſs bleſ- 

ſings, ſuch continued felicity! - Far be it from 
me to. infinuate, that we can be too grateful to 
his Majeſty, or too zealous in our adherence to 
© him; only let us remember, that true gratitude 
conſiſts in real benefits, in promoting the true 
£ intereſt of him to whom we are indebted; and 
ſurely, by hazarding the welfare of England, in 
defence of Hanover, we ſhall very little conſult 
the advantage, or promote the greatneſs of our 
nation. It is well known how inconſiderable in 
the ſight of thoſe, by whom the ſucceſſion wis 
eſtabliſhed, Hanover appear'd, in compariſon 
with Great Britain. Thoſe men, to whom even 
their enemies have ſeldom denied praiſe for 
knowledge and capacity, and who have been ſo 
loudly celebrated by many, who have join'd in 
the laſt addreſs, for their honeſt zeal, and the 
love of their country, enacted, that his late 
Majeſty ſhould never viſit thoſe important ter- 
ritories, which we have ſo ſolemnly promiſed to 
defend at the hazard of our happineſs. It was 
evidently their defign, that our Sovereign, en- 

 groſs'd by the care of his new ſubjects, a care, 
he + ; 4 which, 


* 
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A. 1741. DEBATES. 
« which, as they reaſonably imagin'd, would ariſe 
from gratitude for dignity and power ſo liberally 
< conferr'd, ſhould in time forget that corner of 
© the earth, on which his 4 had reſided, 
and act not as Elector of Hanover, but as King of 
England, as the governor of a mighty nation, and 
the Lord of large dominions. It was expreſsly 
£ determined,” that this nation ſhould never be in- 
« volv'd in war for the defence of the dominions 
on the continent, and doubtleſs the ſame policy 
© that has reſtrain'd us from extending our con- 


* queſts in countries, from which ſome advantages 


might be receiv'd, ought to forbid all expen- 
« five and hazardous meaſures; for the ſake of ter- 
© ritories from whence no benefit can be reaped. 
Nor are the purpoſes, Sir, for which this ſupply 
© is demanded, the only objections that may be 
< utged againſt it, for the manner in which it 1s 
© aſked, makes it neceſſary at leaſt to delay it. 
© The miniſters have been ſo little accuſtomed to 
_ © refufals, that they have forgot when to aſk with 
* decency, and expect the treaſure of the nation 
to be poured upon them, whenever they ſhall 
think it proper to hint, that they have diſcover'd 
* ſome new opportunity of expence, It is ne- 
* ceflary, that when a ſupply is defired, the 
* houſe ſhould be inform'd, fonie time before, of 
the ſum that is requir'd, and of the ends to 
* which it is to be applied, that every member 
may confider at leiſure, the expediency of the 
* meaſures propoſed, and the proportion of the 
* ſum to the occafion on which it is demanded; 
* that he thay examine what are the moſt proper 
methods of faiſing it, and perhaps enquite with 


* what willingneſs his conſtituents will advance it. 


* Whether -any man is enabled by his accuteneſs 
and experience, to determine all theſe queſtions 
upon momentaneous reflection, I cannot decide. 
For my part, I confeſs myſelf one of thoſe, 

Vol. XXI. L 1 en 
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 PARLYAMENTARY A. 1741, 


on whom nature has beſtowed no ſuch faculties, 
and therefore move, that the conſideration of 


< this ſupply may be deferr'd for a few days. For 
© if it be now preſs'd upon us, I ſhall vote againſt 


'© it, becauſe I do not yet fully diſcover all the 
© thereaſons for it, nor all the conſequences which 
© it may produce, and I think myſelf obliged to 


* know for what purpoſe I give away the money 


Then Robert Vyner, Eſq; ſpoke as follows: 


| Sir, Whatever may be the neceſſity of main- 
RO” CAE oe Pink Sree or. whatever 


< the obligations of national pacts, of which I 
© hope no man 1s defirous of countenancing the 
© negle&, yet they cannot oblige us to arm with- 
s out an enemy, to embarraſs ourſelves with 
« watching every poſſibility of danger, to gariſon 
« dominions which are not threaten'd, or aſſert 
c rights which are not invaded. The expediency 
© of maintaining the houſe of Auſtria on the Im- 
< perial throne, it is not at preſent neceſſary to 
© afſert, becauſe it does not appear that any other 


- family is aſpiring to it. There may indeed be 


£ whiſpers of ſecret deſigns and artful machina- 
tions, whiſpers, perhaps, ſpread only to afright 


the court into treaties, or the Parliament into 


DT, daughter; nor has the crown of Great Britain, 


« orants; or deſigns, which, like a thouſand 
© others, that every day produces, innumerable 
© accidents may defeat, which may be diſcover'd, 
© not only before they are executed, but before 
© they are fully formed, and which therefore are 
not worthy to ingroſs much of our attention, 
or to exhauſt the wealth of the people. The 


_ © Pragmatick Sanction is nothing more than a ſet- 


. © tlement. of the Imperial dignity upon the eldeſt 
daughter of the late Emperor and her ſon, and 
© if ſhe has no ſon, upon the ſon of the ſecond 
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« by engaging to ſupport that Sanction, promiſed 
« any thing more than to preſerve this order of 
« ſucceſſion, which no power at preſent is endea- 
« youring to interrupt, and which therefore at 
« preſent requires no defence. The diſpute, Sir, 
between the King of Pruſſia and the Queen of 
« Hungary is of a different kind, nor is it our du- 


ty to engage in it, either as parties or judges. 


« He lays claim to certain territories uſurped, as 
ehe alledges, from his anceſtors by the Auſtrian 
family, and aſſerts, by force, this claim which is 


© equally valid, whether the Queen be Empreſs 


« or not, We have no right to limit his domi- 
« nions, or obligation to examine the juſtice of his 
demands. If he is only endeavouring to gain 
© what has been forcibly with-held from him, 
« what right have we to obſtruct his undertaking ? 
And if the Queen can ſhow a better title, ſhe is, 
© like all other Sovereigns, at liberty to maintain 
© it; nor are we neceſſarily to ere& ourſelves into 
« judges between Sovereigns, or diftributors of 
© dominion. The conteſt ſeems to have very 
« little relation to the Pragmatick Sanction; if the 
King of Pruſſia ſucceeds, he will contribute to 
« ſupport it; and if the Queen 1s able to fruſtrate 
his defigns, ſhe will be too powerful to need our 
aſſiſtance. But tho', Sir, the Pragmatick Sanc- 
tion were in danger of violation, are we to ſtand 
up alone in defence of it, while other nations, 
equally engaged with ourſelves - by intereſt and 
by treaties, fit ſtill to look upon the conteſt, and 
gather thoſe advantages of peace, which we in- 
diſcreetly throw away ? Are we able to maintain 
it without aſſiſtance, or are we to exhauſt our 
country, and ruin our poſterity in proſecution of 
a hopeleſs. project, to ſpend what can never be 
repaid, and to fight with certainty of a defeat? 
The Dutch, whoſe engagements, and whoſe 
Intereſts are the ſame as our own, have not yet 
. EF2 made 


NN 


A £7 — ibm =_ 2 


Fr 


2 — * 8 - 2 2 * A 8 
C 8 W * * _ . = - . = = 
1 . = 22 — Fa 3 KF ET Sn a. - — ME FEBS, S = . 22 > 1 209 > * 
F e Cn 7 Be ** 1 5 s — — * — « Pap 0p or 3 * . n l 
2 = — — 9 — ES * ccc EIT = * * ** 
T | r A Fang i ng 8 — * 
— —— — — — —.— — 


* - — 0 8 — > 
F 
D 


— 
* 


— ICIS 


2 


— —— 9 4 mY 
7 — « IS 
By w#% W 
—= — = I = 


Bi 2 


ag Sno; i 
— pee In ER 


— — —y„- ES 2 — * rants xr oats pp agg et 1 
— I = —ů— —— — —. — — 


— 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
© made any addition to their expences, nor aug- 
mentation of their troops; nor does a ſingle po- 
« tentate of Europe, however united by long al- 
© liances to the houſe of Auſtria, or however en- 


0 0 1 by revolutions in the Empire, appear to 


rouſe at the approach of alarm, or think himſelf 
© obliged to ptovoke enemies by whom he is not 
« yet injur d. I cannot therefore perſuade myſelf 
that we are to ſtand up fingle in the defence of 
© the Pragmatick Sanction, to fight the quartel of 
© others, or live in perpetual war, that our neigh- 
© bours may be at Pace. I ſhall always think it 
my duty to diſburſe the publick money with the 
© utmoſt parſimony, nor ever intend but on the 
© moſt preſſing neceſſity, to load with new ex- 
actions, a nation already over-whelm'd with 
« debts, harraſs'd with taxes, and plunder'd by a 


ſtanding army. For what purpoſe theſe nume- 


© rous forces are maintain'd, who are now prey ing 
© on the publick; why we increafe our armies by 
© land, when we only fight by ſea, why we ag- 
* gravate the burden of the war, and add do- 
* meſtick oppreſſions to foreign injuries, I am at a 
© loſs to determine. Surely [i regard ſhould be 
© had to the ſatisfaction of the people, who 
* ought not, during the preſent ſcarcity of pro- 
£ i*fions, to be ſtarved by the increaſe of an ar- 
< my, which ſeems ſupported only to conſume 
© them, As therefore part of our preſent expence is 
© in my opinion unneceſſary, I ſhall not contribute 
* to aggravate it by a new grant, for purpoſes of 
* which I cannot diſcover, that they will promote 
the advantage of the publick 5 


Sir Nobert Walpole replied to the following 
effect: +: E SLE 


Tt: s Sir, The Pragmatick Sanction, which we are 


engag d to ſupport, is not confined to the pre- 
+ ſervation of the order of ſucceſſion, but extends 
„ eee to 
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friend in diſtreſs, becauſe others deſert him. 
Sls L 


to all. the rights of the houſe of Auſtria, which 
is now attacked, and by a very formidable ene- 
my, at a time of weakneſs and diſtraction, and 
therefore requires our aſſiſtance. That others 
equally obliged by treaty, and by intereſt, to lend 
their help on this occaſion fit reluctive, either 
through cowardice or negligence, or ſome pro- 


ſpect of temporary advantage, may, perhaps, 


be true ; but 1s it any excuſe of a crime, that he 
who commits it is not the only criminal? Will 


the breach of faith in others, excuſe it in us ? 


Ought we not rather to animate them by our 
activity, inſtruct them by our example, and 
awaken them by our repreſentations? Perhaps 
the other Powers ſay to themſelves, and to one 
another, why ſhould we keep that treaty which 
England is violating? Why ſhould we expoſe. 
ouſelves to danger, of which that mighty na- 


tion, ſo celebrated for courage, is afraid? Why 


ſhould we ruſh into war, in which our moſt 
powerful ally ſeems unwilling to ſupport us ? 
Thus the ſame argument, an argument evi- 
dently falſe, and made ſpecious only by intereſt, 
may. be uſed by all, till ſome one, more bold 
and honeſt than the reſt, ſhall dare to riſe in vin- 
dication of thoſe rights which all have pro- 


miſed to maintain; and why ſhould not the 


greateſt nation be the firſt that ſhall avow her 
ſolemn engagements? Why ſhould not they be 
moſt diligent in the proſecution of an affair, who 
have moſt to loſe by in miſcarriage ? I am al- 
ways willing to believe, that no member of this 
aſſembly makes uſe in any ſolemn debate of ar- 
guments which do not appear rational to him- 


ſelf, and yet it is difficult to conceive that any 


man can imagine himſelf releaſed from a pro- 
miſe, becauſe the ſame promiſe is broken by 
another, or that he is at liberty to deſert his 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
© whoſe good offices he has equal reaſon to ex- 
* pet, and that the more his aſſiſtance is need- 
ed, the more right he has to deny it. Surely 
« ſuch arguments as theſe deſerve not, need not a 
< confutation., Before we regulate our conduct 
+ by that of others, we muſt either prove that 
« they have done right, which proof will be a 

© ſufficient defence without the precedent, or own 
+ that they are more capable 9 than we, 
and that therefore we pay an implicit ſubmiſſion 
© to their dictates and example; a ſacrifice which 
« we ſhall not willingly make to the vanity of our 
* neighbours, In the preſent caſe, it is evident, 
« that if other nations negle& the performance of 
< their contracts, they are guilty of the breach of 
« publick faith; of a crime, that if it ſhould gene- 
( rally be 1mitated, would | diſſolve ſociety, and 
< throw human nature into confuſion, that would 
change the moſt happy region into deſerts, in 
* which one ſavage would be preying on another. 
Nor are they propagating an example, which 
in ſome diſtant times may be pleaded againſt 
* themſelves, but they are expoſing them- 
+ ſelves to more immediate danger; they are for- 
< warding deſigns, that have no tendency but to 
< their ruin, they are adding ſtrength to their in- 
* veterate enemies, and beckoning invaſion to 
© their own. frontiers. Let us, therefore, inſtead 
* of hardening ourſelves in perfidy, or lulling 
- ourſelves in ſecurity by their example, exert 
all our influence to unite them, and all our 
power to afliſt them. Let us ſhow them 
* what they ought to determine by our re- 
* ſolutions, and teach them to act by our 
< vigour; that if the houſe of Auſtria be pre- 
« ſerved, our alliance may be-ſtrengthened by new 
* 'motives of gratitude; and that if it muſt be 
 *,that the liberties of this part of the world be 
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A. 1741. DEBATES. 
« loſt, we may not reproach ourſelves with ha- 
eving neglected to defend them.” 


Henry Pelham, Eſq; ſpoke next to this pur- 
poſe. 


Sir, It is not to be ſuppoſed that ſuch mem- Mr. ze. 
© bers of this aſſembly as are not engaged in fa 
« publick affairs ſhould receive very exact intelli- 
« gence of the diſpoſitions of foreign powers, and 
therefore I do not wonder that the conduct of 
the Dutch has been miſrepreſented, and that they 
are ſuſpected of neglecting their engagements 


at a time when they are endeavouring to per- 
form them. The Dutch have now under conſi- 
deration the moſt proper methods for aſſiſting 
the Queen of Hungary, and maintaining the 
Pragmatick Sanction ; it may be indeed juſtly 
« ſuſpected from the nature of their conſtitution, 
that their motions will be flow, but it cannot 
© be aſſerted, that they break their engagements 
© or deſert their confederates. Nor is there any 
reaſon for imagining that the other Princes 
* who have incurr'd the ſame obligations, will 
not endeavour to perform their promiſes ; it 
may be eaſily conceived that ſome of them are 
not able at a ſudden ſummons to afford great 
* aſſiſtance, and that others may wait the reſult 
of our deliberations, and regulate their conduct 
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by our example, Not that we ought to neglect 
our engagements, or endanger our country, be- 
cauſe other powers are either perfidious or in- 
ſenſible; for I am not afraid to declare, that if 
that ſhould happen, which there 1s no reaſon 
to ſuſpect, if all the other powers ſhould deſert 
the defence of the Auſtrian line, ſhould conſent 
to annul the Pragmatick Sanction, and leave the 
Queen of Hungary to the mercy of her ene- 
mies, I would adviſe that this nation alone 
* ſhould pour her armies into the continent, 
EO 3 that 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741, 
that ſhe ſhould defend her ally againſt the moſt 
formidable confederacy, and ſhow mankind an 
example of conſtancy not to be ſhaken. and of 
faith not to be violated. If it be therefore our 
duty to ſupport the Pragmatick Sanction, it is 
now the time for declaring our reſolutions, 
when the Imperial Crown is claimed by a mul- 
titude of competitors, among whom the Elector 
of Bavaria, a very powerful Prince, has, by 
his miniſter, notified his pretenſions to the 
court of Great Britain. The ancient alliance be- 
tween this Prince and the French is well known, 
nor can we doubt that he will not now implore 
their aſſiſtance for the attaiment of the throne 
to which he aſpires; and I need not ſay what 
may be expected from an Emperor whoſe ele- 
vation was procured by the forces of France. 
Nor is this the only Prince that claims the Im- 
perial Crown upon plauſible pretences, or whoſe 
claims other powers may combine to ſupport ; 
it is well known that even the King of Spain 
believes himſelf entitled to it, nor can we, who 
have no communication with him, know whe- 
ther he has not declared to all the other Prin- 
ces of Europe, his reſolution to aſſert his claim. 
It is far from being impoſſible that the preten- 
ſions of the houſe of Bourbon may be revived, 
and that though no fingle Prince of that fa- 
mily ſhould attempt to mount the Imperial 


Throne, they may all conſpire to diſmember 


the Empire into petty kingdoms, and free 
themſelves from the dread of a formidable 
neighbour, by erecting a number of diminutive 
Sovereigns, who may be always courting the 
aſſiſtance - of their protectors, for the ſake of 
harraſſing each other. Thus will the houſe by 
which Europe has been hitherto protected, fink 
into an empty name, and we ſhall be left to 
Rand alone againſt all the powers SCION 5 


A. 174... D E BAT E. s. 


different religion, and whoſe intereſt is oppoſite 
to that of this nation. We ought indeed, to 
act with the utmoſt vigour, when we ſee one of 
the moſt powerful of the reformed Princes, ſo 
far forgetful of the intereſt of our religion, as to 
co-operate with the deſigns of France, and ſo 
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intent upon improving the opportunity of diſ- 
treſſing the houſe of Auſtria, as to neglect the 
common cauſe, and expoſe himſelf or his poſ- 
terity to the danger of becoming a dependent 
on the houſe of Bourbon. For this reaſon I can- 
not agree that our army, though numerous and 
burdenſome, is greater than the neceſſity of af- 
fairs requires; if we caſt our eyes on the conti- 


nent, nothing is to be ſeen but general confuſion, 


powerful armies in motion, the dominions of 
one Prince invaded, of another threatened, the 
tumults of ambition in one place, and a panick 
ſtillneſs in another. What will be the event of 
theſe commotions, who can diſcover? And how 

can we know what may determine the courſe of 
that flood of power, which is now in a ſtate of 
uncertain fluctuation, or ſeems driven to different 
points by different impulſes? How ſoon may 
the Dutch ſee their barrier attack'd, and call up- 
on us for the ten thouſand men which we are 
obliged to ſend them? How ſoon may the houſe 
of Auſtria be ſo diſtreſſed as to require all our 
power for its preſervation ? That we are to leave 
nothing unattempted for the ſecurity of our own 

religion and liberty, will eafily be granted, and, 
therefore, unleſs it can be proved that we may 

be equally ſecure, though the houſe of Auſtria 
be ruined, it will neceſſarily follow, that we are 
with all our power to enforce the obſervation of 
the Pragmatick Sanction. This is not an act of 


* romantick. generoſity, but ſuch as the cloſeſt at-- 


tention to our own intereſt ſhews to be neceſſary 


© in defending the Queen of Hungary we defend i 
e « our: 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 
ourſelves, and only extinguiſh that flame, by 
£ which, if it be ſuffered to ſpread, we ſhall our- 
© ſelves be conſumed. The Empire may be con- 
c fidered as the bulwark of England, which, if it 
© be thrown down, leaves us naked and defence- 
© leſs. Let us therefore confider our own danger, 
© and remember, that while we are conſiderin 
this ſupply, we are deliberating upon nothing 
© ks than the fate of our country. 


William Pulteney, Eſq; ſpoke next to the effect 
following. | | 8 


7 : 


« Sir, I am on this occafion of an opinton diffe- 


ney's ſpeech. c rent from that of the honourable member who 
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ſpoke the ſecond in this debate, though on moſt 
queſtions our judgment has been the ſame. 1] 
am ſo far from ſeconding his propoſal for delay- 
ing the conſideration of this ſupply, that I think 
it may juſtly be inquired, why it was not ſooner 
propoſed. For the ſupport of the houſe of A1, 
tria, and the aſſertion of the Pragmatick Sanc- 
tion no man can be more zealous than myſelf; 
J am convinced how cloſely the intereſt of this 
nation and that of the Auſtrian family are united, 
and how much either muſt be endangered by the 
ruin of the other, and therefore, I ſhall not de- 
lay, for a ſingle moment, my. conſent to any 
- meaſures that may re-eſtabliſh our intereſt on the 
continent, and reſcue Germany once more from 
the jaws of France. I am afraid that we have 
. loft part of our influence in the neighbouring 
countries, and that the name of Great Britain is 
< lefs. formidable than heretofore but if reputation 


© js loſt, it is time to recover it, and I doubt not 


© but it may be recovered by the ſame means that 
© it was at firſt obtained. Our armies may be yet 


© equally deſtructive and our money equally per- 


+: ſuaſive, We have not yet ſuffer d, amidſt all 
* our miſconduct, our naval for ce to be _ | 


y 


— 
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* ed; our ſailors yet retain their ancient c 
and our fleets are ſufficient to keep the dominion 
of the ocean, and preſcribe limits to the com- 
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mains unimpaired, while this nation retains her 
natural ſuperiority and aſſerts the honour of her 
* flag in every climate, we cannot become deſpica- 
© ble, nor can any nation ridicule our menaces or 
© ſcorn our alliance. We may ſtill extend our in- 
* fluence to the inland countries, and awe thoſe na- 
* tions which we cannot invade. To preſerve this 
power let us watch over the diſpoſal of our mo- 
5 ney; money is the ſource of dominion; thoſe 
nations may be formidable for their affluence 
+ which are not confiderable for their numbers; 
and by a negligent profufion of their wealth 
* the moſt powerful people may languiſh into im- 
* becillity, and fink into contempt. If the grant 
* which is now demanded will be ſufficieut to pro- 
* duce the ends to which it is propoſed to be appli- 
« ed, if we are aſſured of the proper application of 
it, I ſhall agree to it without heſitation, But tho? 
it cannot be affirmed that the ſum now demand- 
ed is too high a price for the liberties of Zurope, 
eit is at leaſt more than ought to be ſquandered 
« without effect, and we ought at leaſt to know 
© before we grant it what advantages may be ex- 
* pected from it. May not the ſum demanded 
for the ſupport of the Queen of Hungary, be 
* employed to promote very different intereſts? 
May it not be laviſned to ſupport that power 

to which our grants have too long contributed, 
that power by which ourſelves have been awed, 
and the adminiſtration has tyrannized without 
* controul? If this ſum is really intended to ſup- 


port the Queen of Hungary, may we not inquire 


how it is to be employed for her ſervice? Is it 
* to be. ſent her for the payment of her armies 


© and the ſupport of her court? Should we not 


more 


merce of every nation. While this power re- 
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more effectually ſecure her dominions by pur- 
"chafing with it the friendſhip and aſſiſtance of 
the King of Pruſſia, a Prince, whoſe extent of 
dominions and numerous forces make not more 
formidable than his perſonal qualities. What 
may be hoped, Sir, from a Prince of wiſdom 
and courage, at the head of a hundred and ten 
thouſand regular troops, with eight millions in 
his treaſury? How much he muſt neceſſarily add 
to the ſtrength of any party in which he ſhall 
engage, is unneceſſary to mention; it is evident, 
without proof, that nothing could ſo much con- 
tribute to the re- eſtabliſnment of the houſe of 
Auſtria as à reconciliation with this mighty 
Prince, and that to bring it to paſs would be the 
moſt effectual method of ſerving the unfortunate 
Queen that requires our aſſiſtance. Why we 
ſnould deſpair, Sir, of ſuch a reconciliation 1 
cannot perceive; a reconciliation equally condu- 
cive to the real intereſt of both parties. It may 
be proved, with very little difficulty, to the 
King of Pruſſia, that he is now aſſiſting thoſe 
with whom intereſts incompatible, and religions 
irreconcilable have ſet him at variance, whom he 
can never ſee proſperous but by the diminution 
of his own greatneſs, and who will always pro- 
ject his ruin while they are enjoying the advan- 
tages of his victories. We may eaſily convince 
him, that their power will ſoon become, by his 
aſſiſtance, ſuch as he cannot hope to withſtand, 
and ſhew from the examples of other Princes, 
how dangerous it is to add to the ſtrength of an 
ambitious neighbour. We may ſhew him how 
much the fate of the Empire is now in his hands, 
and how much more glorious and more advan- 
tageous it will be to preſerve it from ruin, than 
to contribute to its deſtruction. If by ſuch ar- 
guments, Sir, this potent monarch can be in- 
5 duced to act ſteadily in defence of the — 
3 . « cauſe 
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cauſe, we may once more ſtand at the head of a 
Proteſtant confederacy; of a confederacy that 


may contract the views and repreſs the ambition 


of the. houſe of Bourbon, and alter their ſchemes 
of univerſal monarchy into expedients for the 
defence of their dominions. But in tranſacting 


theſe affairs, let us not engage in any intricate 


treaties, nor amuſe ourſelves with diſplaying our 
abilities for negotiation ; negotiation, that fatal art, 
which we have learned as yet very imperfectly, 
and which we have never attempted to practiſe 
but to our own loſs. While we have been en- 
tangled in tedious diſquiſitions, and retarded by 
fel delays, while our commiſſaries have been 
debating about what was only denied to produce 
controverſies, and inquiring after that which has 
been hid from them only to divert their atten- 
tion from other queſtions, how many opportu- 
nities have been loſt, and how often might we 


have ſecured by war, what was, at a much 
greater expence, loſt by treaties? Treaties, Sir, 


are the artillery of our enemies, to which we 
have nothing to oppoſe; they are weapons of 
which we know not the uſe, and which we can 
only eſcape by not coming within their reach. 
I know not by what fatality it is, that to treat 
and to be cheated, are, with regard to Exgliſb- 


men, words of the ſame fignification; nor do 


I intend, by this obſervation, to aſperſe the 
characters of particular perſons; for treaties, by 
whomſoever carried on, have ended always 
with the ſame ſucceſs. It is time, therefore, to 
know, at length, our weakneſs and our ſtrength, 
and to reſolve no longer to put ourſelves volun- 
tarily into the power of our enemies: Our troops 
have been always our ableſt negotiators, and to 
them it has been, for the moſt part, neceſſary at 
laft to refer our cauſe, Let us then always pre- 
ſerve our martial character, and neglect the pros 
OT ent? 9 
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of political cunning; a quality which, I believe, 
we ſhall never attain, and which, if we could 
obtain, would add nothing to our honour. Let 
it be the practice of Engliſhmen to declare their 


reſolutions without reſerve, and adhere to them 


in oppoſition.to danger; let them be ambitious 
of no other elogies than thoſe which may be 


gained by honeſty and courage, nor will they 
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then ever find their allies diffident, or their ene- 
mies contemptuous. By recovering and aſſert- 
ing this character, we may become once more the 
er of Europe, and be courted by all the pro- 
teſtant powers as their protectors; we may once 
more ſubdue the ambition of the aſpiring French. 
men, and once more deliver the houſe of Auſtria 
from the inceſſant purſuit of thoſe reſtleſs enemies. 
The defence of that Illuſtrious Family, Sir, has 
always appeared to me, ſince I ſtudied. the ſtate of 
Europe, the unvariable intereſt of the Britiſb na- 
tion, and our obligations to ſupport it on this 
particular occafion have already been ſufficiently 
explained. Whence it proceeds, Sir, that thoſe 
who now ſo zealouſly eſpouſe the Auſtrian in- 
tereſt, have. been ſo plainly forgetful of it on 
other occaſions, I cannot determine. That 
treaties have been made very little to the ad- 
vantage of that family, and that its enemies 
have been ſuffer'd to inſult it without oppoſi- 
tion, it is well known, nor was it long ago that 
it was debated in this houſe, whether any mo- 
ney ſhould be lent to the late Emperor. No pub- 
lick or private character can be ſupported, no 
enemy, Sir, can be intimidated, nor any friend 
confirmed in his adherence, but by a ſteady and 
conſiſtent conduct, by propoſing in all our acti. 
ons ſuch ends as may be openly avowed, and 
by purſuing them without regard to temporary 
inconveniencies, or petty obſtacles. Such con- 
duct, Sir, I would gladly recommend on the 

« preſent 
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0 preſent occaſion, on which I ſhould be far from 


« adviſing a faint, an irreſolute, or momentary 
« affiſtance, ſuch ſupplies as declare diffidence in 
our own ſtrength, or a mean inclination to pleaſe 
« contrary parties at the ſame time, to perform 


our engagements with the Queen, and continue 
« our friendſhip with France. It is in my opi- 


nion proper to eſpouſe our ally with the ſpirit of 


_ a nation that expects her deciſions to be ratified, 
«that holds the balance of the world in her hand, 
and can beſtow conqueſt and empire at her plea- 


« ſure. Yet, Sir, it cannot be denied, that many 
© powerful reaſons may be brought againſt any 
© new occaſions of expence; nor is it without 
© horror and aſtoniſhment that any man, coverſant 
in political calculations, can conſider the enormous 
« profuſion of the national treaſure, In the late 
« dreadful confuſion of the world, when the am- 
© bition of France had ſet half the nations of the 
earth on flame, when we ſent our armies to the 
continent, and fought the general quarrel of 
* mankind, we paid, during the reigns of King 
Villiam, and his great ſucceſſor, reigns of which 
© every ſummer was diſtinguiſh'd by ſome impor- 
tant action, but four millions yearly. But our 
preparations for the preſent war, in which ſcarce- 
* ly a fingle ſhip of war has been taken, or a ſingle 
* fortreſs laid in ruins, have brought upon the 
* nation an expence of five millions. So much 
* more are we now obliged to pay to amuſe the 
* weakeft, than formerly to ſubdue the moſt pow- 
* erful of our enemies. Frugality, which is al- 
* ways prudent, is, at this time, Sir, indiſpenſa- 
* ble, when war, dreadful as it is, may be termed 
* the lighteſt of our calamities; when the ſeaſons 
* have diſappointed us of bread, and an univerſal 
* ſcarcity afflicts the nation. Every day brings us 
* accounts from different parts of the. country, 
- and every account is a new evidence of the ge 
; | © nera 
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neral calamity, of the want of employment fo 
the poor, and its neceſſary . conſequence, the 
want of food. He that is ſcarce able to pre- 
ſerve himſelf, cannot be expected to aſſiſt others; 
nor is that money to be granted to foreign poy. 


ers, Which is wanted for the ſupport of our 


fellow ſubjects, who are now languiſhitg with 
diſeaſes, which unaccuſtomed hardſhips, and 
unwholmeſome proviſions have brought upon 
them, while we are providing againſt diſtant 
dangers, and bewailing the diſtreſſes of the 


Let us not add to the miſeries of famine, 
the mortifications of inſult and neglect, let our 
countrymen, at leaſt, divide our care with our 
allies, and while we form ſchemes for ſuccour- 
ing the Queen of Hungary, let us endeavour to 
alleviate nearer diſtreſſes, and prevent or pacify 
domeſtick diſcontents. If there be any man 
whom the fight of miſery cannot move to com- 
paſſion, who can hear the complaints of want 
without ſympathy, and ſee the general calamity 
of his country without employing one hour on 
ſchemes for its relief; let not that man dare 
to boaſt of integrity, fidelity or honour; let 
him not preſume. to recommend the preſervs- 
tion of our faith; or adherence to eur confede- 
rates; that wretch can have no real regard to 


any moral obligation, who has forgotten thoſe 


firſt duties which nature impreſſes; nor can he 
that neglects the happineſs of his country, re- 
commend any good action for a good reaſon, 
It ſhould be confider'd, Sir, that we can only 
be uſeful to our allies, and formidable to our 
enemies, by being unanimous and mutually con- 


fident of the good intentions of each other, and 


that nothing but a ſteady attention to the pub- 
lick welfare, a conſtant readineſs to remove 
grievances, and an apparent unwillingneſs - 

« impoſe 
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_ © impoſe new bardens, can produce that uhani- 
© mity. As the cauſe is therefore neceſlarily to 


« precede the effect, as foreign influence is the 
« conſequence of happineſs at home, let us firſt 
* endeavour to eftabliſh that alacrity and ſecurity, 
that may animate the people to aſſert their an- 
« cient ſuperiority to other nations, and reſtore that 
plenty, which may raiſe them above any temp- 
© tation to repine at aſſiſtance given to our allies; 
No man, Sir, can very ſollicitouſly watch over 
the welfare of his neighbour, whoſe mind is 
« deprefſed by poverty, or diſtracted by terror; 


and when the nation ſhall ſee us anxious for the 


« preſervation of the Queen of Hungary, and un- 
© concerned about the wants of our fellow ſub- 
jects, what can be imagined, but that we have 
0 Tome methods of exempting ourſelves from the 
common diftreſs, and that we regard not the 
© publick miſery, when we do not feel it ?? 


dir Robert Walpole reply*d, to the following effect. 


* Sir, It is always proper for every man to lay Sir Reber, 
down ſome principles upon which he propoſes — , 


to act, whether in publick or private; that he 
may not be always wavering, uncertain, and ir- 
* reſolutez that his adherents may know what 
* they are to expect, and his adverſaries be able 
to tell why they are oppoſed. It is neceſſary, 
© Sir, even for his own ſake, that he may not be 
* always ſtruggling with himſelf; that he may 
* know his own determinations, and enforce them 
by the reaſons which have prevailed upon him 
to form them; that he may not argue in the 
* ſame ſpeech to contrary purpoſes, and weary the 
attention of his hearers with contraſts and anti- 


© theſes. When a man admits the neceſſity of 


granting a ſupply, expatiates upon the danger 
that may be produced by retarding it, declares 


* apainſt the leaſt delay, however ſpeciouſly pro- 
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+ poſed, and: inforces the arguments which have 


*© been already offered to ſnew how much it is our 


© duty and intereſt to allow it; may it not reaſon- 
© ably be imagined, that he intends to promote it, 
© and is endeavouring to convince them of that 
© neceſſity. of which he ſeems himſelf convinced ? 
But when the ſame man proceeds to diſplay, 
with equal eloquence, the preſent calamities of 
the nation, and tells, to how much better pur- 
poſes the ſum, thus demanded, may be applied; 
when he dwells upon the poſſibility that an im- 
< politick uſe may be made of the national trea- 
© ſure; and hints, that it may be aſked for one 
© . purpoſe and employed to another, what can be 


collected from his harangue, however elegant, 


entertaining and pathetick? How can his true 
opinion be diſcover'd ? Or how ſhall we fix ſuch 
«* fugitive reaſonings, ſuch variable rhetorick? | 
am not able, Sir, to diſcern, why truth ſhould 
be obſcur'd; or why any man ſhould take plea- 
© ſure in heaping together all the arguments that 
© his. knowledge may ſupply, or his imagination 
* ſuggeſt, againſt a propofition which he cannot 
deny. Nor can J aſſign any good purpoſe that 
< can be promoted by perpetual renewals of de- 
< bate, and by a repetition of objections, which 
have in former conferences, on the ſame occa- 
* fion, been found of little force. When the 
ſyſtem of affairs is not fully laid open, and the 
ſchemes of the adminiſtration are in part un- 
known, it is eaſy to raiſe objections formidable 
in appearance, which perhaps cannot be anſwer- 
ed till the neceſſity of ſecrecy is taken away. 
When any general calamity has fallen upon a 
nation, it is a very fruitful topick of rhetorick, 
and may be very pathetically exaggerated, upon 
a thouſand occaſions to which it has no neceſſary 
relation. Such, in my opinion, Sir, is the ule 
now made of the preſent ſcarcity z a misfortune 
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inflicted upon us by the hand of Providence a- 
lone; not upon us only, but upon all the nations 


on this ſide of the globe; many of which ſuffer 


more, but none leſs than ourſelyes. If at ſuch 


a time, it is more burdenſome to the nation to 


raiſe ſupplies, it muſt be remembered, that it is 


in proportion difficult to other nations to oppoſe 
thoſe meaſures for which the ſupplies are grant 


ed; and that the ſame ſum is of greater efficacy 


in times of ſcarcity than of plenty. Our preſent 


diſtreſs, will, IJ hope, ſoon be at an end; and 
perhaps a few days may produce at leaft ſome 
alteration. It is not without reaſon, that I ex- 
pect the news of ſome ſucceſsful attempts in A. 
merica, which will convince the nation, that the 
prepatations for war have not been idle ſhews, 
contrived to produce unneceſſary expences. In 
the mean time, it is neceſſary that we ſupport 
that power which may be able to aſſiſt us againſt 
France, the only nation from which any danger 
can threaten us, even though our fleets in Ame- 
rica ſhould be unſucceſsful. - If we defeat the 
Spaniards, we may aſſiſt the houſe of Auſtria 
without difficulty; and if we fail in our attempts, 
their alliance will be more neceſſary. The ſum 
demanded for this important purpoſe, cannot be 
cenſured as exorbitant, yet will, J hope, be ſuffi- 
cient i If more ſhould hereafter appear neceflary; 
I doubt not but it will be granted.” 


But at laſt the motion was agreed to by the 


committee, and likewiſe upon the report, by the 
houſe, without a diviſion, | 


And upon the 25th of April, the King came 


to the houſe, and put an end to the ſeſſion, with 


the following moſt gracious ſpeech from the 


one; 
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The King's 
at the 

end of the 

ſeſſion. 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1741. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 1 
H E zeal and diſpatch, with which you have 
gone through the publickbuſineſs, duringthe 
courſe of this ſeſſion, are undeniable proofs of your 
ſteady regard to the welfare of your country, and 
conſequently the moſt acceptable teſtimonies of 
7 and affection to me. The powerful aflift- 


ance, which you have given me, for carrying on 


the juſt and neceſſary war, in which I am engaged, 
is the beſt means of reducing our enemies to rea- 
ſon : And the vigor and earneſtneſs, which you 
have ſo ſeaſonably ſhewn for the defence of the 
houſe of Auſtria, and the maintenance of the ba- 


lance and liberties of Europe, muſt give the greateſt 


encouragement to our friends, Theſe are the 
methods to ſecure to this nation that weight and 
influence abroad, which its natural ſtrength and 
fituation intitle it to. 
GBentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

It is with particular ſatisfaction, I acknowledge 
your readineſs and application in raiſing the ſup- 
plies for the ſervice of the current year; which 
you have done with ſo juſt a regard to the pre- 
ſent exigencies of the publick, as ſhews you to 


be the true repreſentatives of my faithful com- 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
I cannot part with this Parliament without pub- 


lickly returning you my thanks, for the many | 
eminent inſtances you have given me of your fi- 
delity and affection to my perſon and government, 


your fixed reſolution to maintain the proteſtant 


ſucceſſion in my family, and your unſhaken adhe- 
rence to the true intereſt of your country. You 
have with the moſt becoming ſpirit and firmneſs, 
exerted yourſelves in vindicating and defending the 
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honour of my crown, and the undoubted rights 
of navigation and commerce, belonging to my 
ſubjects, and enabled me to revenge thoſe wrongs 
and inſults, which, contrary to the faith of trea- 
ties, had been committed againſt both. In ſo criti- 
cal a conjuncture, you have ſupported the national 
credit, and ſtrengthened the hands of my govern- 
ment, to a degree exceeding the expectations of 
thoſe who wiſhed well to us, and to the mani- 
feſt diſappointment of ſuch as envied our pro- 
ſperity. At the ſame time you have demonſtrated 
to all the world, that Great-Britazn is in a- condi- 
tion, not only to defend herſelf, but alſo to afford 
a due ſupport to her allies, and the common cauſe 
of Europe. As ſuch a conduct muſt give a laſt- 
ing reputation to this Parliament, ſo it will be the 
ſubject of emulation to thoſe, which ſhall come 
after it. | 

I will immediately give the neceſſary orders for 
calling a new Parliament. There 1s not any thing 
] ſet ſo high a value upon, as the love and affec- 
tion of my people; in which I have ſo entire a con- 
fidence, that it is with great ſatisfaction I ſee this 
opportunity put into their hands, of giving me 
a ireſh proof of it, in the choice of their repre- 
ſentatives. 3 1 

On the preſent eſtabliſhment depends the con- 
tinuance of our excellent conſtitution in church and 
ſtate: And in this conſtitution conſiſts the ſecurity 
of the preſent eſtabliſhment: Nothing can hurt 
the one, that will not, in proportion, undermine 
and weaken the other. For my part, the uni- 
form preſervation of both, and the maintenance 
of the religious and civil rights of all my ſubjects 
| have been, and ever ſhall be, my conſtant care. 

Thoſe who diſtinguiſh themſelves by perſevering 
in thoſe principles, ſhall always find my counte- 
nance and favour; and by invariably purſuing 
theſe wiſe and honeſt meaſures, we may entertain 
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the beſt grounded hopes, that under the protec- 
tion of the divine providence, the happineſs of 
Great-Britain will be perpetuated to poſterity. 


And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his 
Majeſty's command, faid, 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 


[T 19 his Majeſty. Royal Will and Pleaſure, That 

this Parliament be prorogued to Tueſday the 
Twelfth Day of May next, to be then here bell 
and this Parliament is accordingly prorogued to 
Fa the T welfth day of May neut. 
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upon it 416. His ſpeech and metion for inviting the Lords to concur in 
zit 446. His Majeſty's anſwer to the addreſs * ; | 450 
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Affidavit men | xxi. 312, 313 
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Andrews, Tezonſbende, Eſq; his ſpeech and motion about the number of 
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for an addreſs in anſwer to the King's ſpeech about the convention 
xvii. 130. On the petitions againſt the convention 242. In favour of 
the ſugar bill xviii. 120, On the motion for an addreſs 318. On the 
bill to ſecure trade and encourage ſeamen 365. On the motion for 
papers relating to the Spani/h depredations xix. 79. On the motion for 
papers relating to the convention 114. Againſt the bill for regiſtering 
ſeamen 244. On the motion for removing Sir Robert Walpole xx. 286. 
On occaſion of a piece, entitled, Conſiderations on the embargo, &c. 364, 
367. In the debate on the corn bill xxi. 13, 31. About employing half- 
pay officers 75- On the new clauſes in the mutiny bill 182, 208. In the 
debates on the bill for manning his Majeſty's fleet 239, 242, 253, 2 53, 
262, 292, 361, 366, 393, 399, 400, 412. His ſpeech on preſenting the 
London petition againſt it 42 5. In the debate upon the faid petition 432, 
452. He calls Sir Robert Walpole to order 434, 435. Is call'd to order 
by Mr. Fox, and ſome diſpute about it 450, 451. His ſpeeches in the 


debate on the inſurance bill 461, 473 
Barnardiſton, Sir Samuel, proteſt on refuſing to reverſe the judgment againft 
him ii. 456 


Barracks, ſome reflexions upon them xxi. 151, 189 197, 198 


Barrier treaty, papers about it laid before the houſe v. 432. Votes againſt 


it, and againſt Lord Toronſhend in relation to it 433. Letter of the States 
General to the Queen about it ibid. 
Barrington Sbute, Mr. (afterwards Lord Barrington) his ſpeech on the ſupply 
againſt Sueden | vi. 473 
Baſſet, Jobn, Eſq; his ſpeech on the filk-weavers petition i. 362 
Bath, Earl of. See Pulteney Do 5 
Bath and Wells, Bp. of, his ſpeech on the danger of the church iv. 487. 
About the Union v. 119 
Bathurfl, Charles, Eſq; proceedings on his caſe iv. 298 
Bathurſt, Lord, bis ſpeech againſt the Biſhop of Rochefter's bill viii. 364. 
On the mutiny bill ix. 79. In the debate on his Majeſty's ſpeech. 242. 
On a meſſage ſent to the Commons and not to the Lords 218. On the 
falt bill x. 252. Again on the mutiny bill 423. His ſpeech and motion 
relating to the S. S. company xi. 160. His ſecond ſpeech on that affair 
162. His third 178. His ſpeech and motion in favour of the finking 
fund 200. His ſpeech and motion for a committee of inquiry into the 
S. S. company's affairs 228. His ſpeech in the debate about the Duke 
of Bolton and Lord Cobham 475. On the King's meſſage for a vote of 
credit xii, 196, Oa the Scoteb petition 401. His motion in relation to 
that affair 466. And to the Scotch proteſts 518. His ſpeech againſt the 
bill for continuing the ſalt tax xiii. 137. In the debate en the Quakers 
tithe bill 519, Concerning riots xiv. 196. About a matter of form in 
reading the King's meſſage 472 Upon the Army xvi. 205. On the 
Spaniſh depredations 37 1. In a debate on the King's ſpeech about the 
convention xvii. 94. His ſpeech and motion for examining the S. S. di- 
rectors in relation to the ſum mention'd in the King of Spais's declaration 
210, Againſt the motion for an addreſs approving the convention 447. 
His motion in relation to the bill for ſettling the portions of the King's 
younger children xviii. 110. His ſpeech and motion occafion'd by the 
ill for appropriating the 60,000 l. due to Spain by the convention 182. 
On the tate of the nation, upon Spain's refuſing to pay the 95,0000. 195. 
On the motion for an addreſs 298. In favour of the Duke of Argy!!'s 
motion for an addreſs xx. 12, 102. For removing Sir Robert Walpole 208. 
For Admiral Vernon's n $76. For letters from and to the ſaid 
ddock's inſtructions 432 
| | Bathurſt, 
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Bathurft, Henry, Eſa; his ſpeech on the bill for manning the fleet xxi, 
407. 8 S EN the Glouceſterſhire petition againft it _m 
Bedford, Duke of, his ſpeech in relation to the convention xvii. 43. On 
pros the London petition againſt it 226. On the motion for an ad- 
dre | xviii. 2 
Bede diſcovers Sir Edmund- Bury Godfrey's murder i. 268. His com lain 
agaiaſt the Earl of Danby | | 276 277 
Behaviour in Parliament and at elections, that the King has nothing to do 
with it, a chief maxim in our conſtitution xx. 17% An exception made 
to it anſwer'd | 8 235 
Belbaven, Lord, his ſpeech about the Union v. 15. His proteſtation 40. 
Another about the Engliſb debts 58 
Belioni's letter x. 502. Voted a libel, and orger'd to be burnt Foz, 504 
Bewodley charter, ſpeech about it | | V. 313 
Bill of rights, proteſt on it ii. 466 
Bill of teſt, See Non-refiftance | | | 
Bills, the method of introducing them in either houſe xi. 439, 440 
Binckes, Dr. cenſur'd by the Lords for his zoth of January ſermon iii. 254 
Bingley, Lord, his ſpeech in the debate on the King's ſpeech ix. 248 
Birch, Col. bis ſpeech for the exclufion bill i. 341. On the King's meſſage 
about Tangier | | 405 
Birch, Serjeant, See Bond | 
Bifhops, Mr. Booth's ſpeech againft their voting in caſe of blood ii. 153. 
Motion for preventing their tranſlation | R. 11 
Bladen, Col. his ſpeeches on the ſugar colony bill x. 93, 356. His ſpeech 
on the officers bill xi. 396. On the motion for repealing the ſeptennial act 
xii. 89. On the motion for the marine eſtabliſiment in 1704 xix. 5. On 
the bill for manning the fleet xxi. 248 
Blaſphemy, bill for ſuppreſſing it, &c. brought into the houſe of Lords, 
and ſubſtance of it viii. 45. Debate upon it as 
Board of trade, See Britiſh colonies, and Campeachy 
Bolmgbroke, Lord Viſcount, his account of the ſtate of the ſeveral treaties 
of peace vi. 170, His ſpeech in favour of the ſchiſm bill 215. His 
ſpeech in the debate about an addreſs of thanks to K. George I. 316. He 
is impeach d 337. Meſſage in his favour, and ſubſtance of his petition 
ix. 133. Speeches againſt bringing in a bill in his favour 135, 136. Far- 
ther proceedings on the bill 139. Proteſts againſt it | 165, 167 
| Bolton, Duke of, debate in the houſe of Commons on a motion relating to 
him, and Lord Cobbam xi. 436. In the houſe of Lords 473. Proteſts a- 


gainft rejecting the motion * 48g 
Bond, Dennis, Eſq; and ſerjeant Brrcb, expell'd the houſe xX. 493 
Books cenſur'd by the Lords iii. 248, &c. 


Booth, Henry, Eſq; (afterwards Earl of Warrington) his ſpeech of the danger 
from popery i. 326. His ſpeech for the excluſion bill 358. On his Ma- 
jeſty's meſſage 369. Several other remarkable ſpeeches of his upon va- 
rious ſubjects ; ; it. 143—182 

"os Mr, his ſpeech about vacant commiſſions x. 90. On the ftockjobbing 

i X 5 | © Kh 343 

Beſcawen, Hugh, Eſq; his ſpeech for the exclufion bill : i. 350 

* &c, proceedings in both houſes relating to them iv. 310, &c. So 

riſoners | 8 | 

Bounty to be allow'd to ſeamen, debate upon it xxi. 257 

Bounty of Q. Aune, governors of, their petition againſt the mortmain bill 


xiv. 5. Nature of that corporation, their rules, and what may be the 
conſequence T4 d A | 


. 54 
Beurbon, houſe of, its miſchieveus ambſtion 5 xxi. 499 
Bowles, William, Eſq; his ſpeech in the debate on the corn bill xxi. 17 
Brewer, Mr, his ſpeech in the cafe of Aſbby and M bite Iv. 16 


Bribery and corruption, proceedings of the Commons againft it, in K. Wil- : 
tiam's reign ill. 2, 8, 9, 13, 17, &c- Lords amendments to the bill a- 
$326 it, in K, George II's reign ix, 435. Mr. Pukeney's ſpeet e 


_- 
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436. A bill for explaining this act brought in xiv, 143. Reaſons for 


bringing it io ibid. Objection made to its having a retroſpect 144. An- 
ſwer 145. See Corruption 


Briſid, Biſhop of, his ſpeech againſt the bill for repealing the ſchiſm act vii. 


— 104 
Briftol, Earl of, bis remarkable ſpeech for the teſt act i. 51 
Briſtol, Earl of, in Charles I's reign, his caſe xx. 119 
Briſtol, Earl of, his ſpeech In the debate on the mutiny bill x. 441 
Briſtol hoſpitals. See Hoſpitals 
Briſtol petition againft the ſpiritucus liquors bill | xiit. 367 
Britiſh colonies, repreſentation of the board of trade concerning them x. 128 
Bromley, Henry, Eſq; his ſpeech and motion for an addreſs - x. 306 
Bromley, William, Eſq; his ſpeech againſt repealing the triennial act vi. 432. 
His ſpeech and motion for repealing the ſeptenoial act xii. 5 r 
Bramſton, Thomas, Eſq; his ſpeech on the new clauſes in the mutiny bill 
| h xxi, 171 
Broockſbanks, Mr. his ſpeech on the ſtockjobbing bill xi. 133 
2 Sir Jobn, his ſpeech on he eos bill j 


xi. 409 
Bubbles, an account of them vii. 331, 334, 336, 340. Lords juſtices reſo- 


lutions in relation to them ; | 333 
Browne, Jobs, Eſq; his ſpeech in the debate on the bill for manning the fleet 


| xxi. 286 
Buckingham, Villars, Duke of, his ſpeech in a conference between the two 
| houſes, concerning a diſpute between the Eaft- India co y and Mr, 


Shimer i. 1. His ſpeech in the houſe of Commons, in#fence of him- 
ſelf, againſt a charge of ſeveral miſmanagements relating to ſtate affairs 
34. Queſtions propos'd to him, with his anſwers 56, Addreſs to remove 
him 59. His ſpeech for a toleration 179. His ſpeech to prove the Par- 
liament diſſolved 195. His ſyllogiſm to prove it, and witty repartees 


206, 207 

Buckingham, Sheffield, Duke of, his ſpeeches in relation to the Earl of Ox= 
ford's trial vi. 477, 481, His ſpeech on the peerage bill vii. 207 
Bullingbroke, Earl of, an obſervation of his 5 


Burnet, Biſhop, his pafloral letter order'd to be burnt ii. 360. His ſpeech a- 
gainſt the occafional conformity bill iv. 392. Concerning the danger of 
the church 48 3. His account of Dr. Sacbeverell and his trial v. 252— 

265. His ſpeech in the debate on the treaties of peace and commerce 
vi. 166, Duke of Argyll's character of him xx. 514 

Burrell, Peter, Eſq; his ſpeech in the debate on the corn bill xxi. 12. On 
the inſurance bill | 473 


Button manufacturers petition, with the debate upon it xvi. 201 


Byng, Sir George, his inſtructions moved for vii. $3. Proteſt on rejecting 


the motion for them viii. 137, They are at length publiſh'd xx. 451, 461 
| C 


ABINET council, an account of it 


Cabinet council and miniſtry, debate concerning the meaning of thoſe 
words 


| v. 372 
Cadiz, harbour of, deſcrib'd xx. 487 
Cadiz ſquadron, of its ſailing xx, 528, 529. See Ferro! | 

Call of the houſe moved for, to conſider the Spaniſh depredations xvi. i. 


Moved for by Mr. Cybben xix. 143. By Mr. Pulteney, and debate on 
that oceaſion 217 


. | f 2 
Cambridge, of the inſurrection there in the reign of Richard II. wiv. 208 


Parry .: letter, relating to the penſion bill ix. 551. Anſwers to it x. 8 
Cambridge univerſity petition againſt the mortmaĩn bill xiv. T 


Campbell, Akxander Hume, Eſq; his ſpeeches on occafion of the piece, in- 
titled, Conſiderations on the embargo, &c. xx. 353, 368. In the debate on 
the corn. bill xxl. 24, 29. On the motion relating to the ailing of the 
Frerch and Spaniſp ſquadrons 107, On the new clauſes in the mutiny bill 
159, 214. In the debates on the bill for manning his Majeſty's fleet 


236, 392, 45 
* Canphel, 
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TCardamel, Mr. reſolutions againſt him 
| Car 


Carteret, Lord, his ſpeech on the mutiny bill vii. 52. Proteſt on re 


Campbell, abn. Eſq; his ſpeech on the motion for an addreſs xi; 254, . 
gainſt the place bill 492. His ſpeech ſeconding the motion for an addreg; 
approving the convention | | — xviiti, 15 
Campeachy, bay of, repreſentation from the board of trade, aſſerting our 
right to cut logwood there | ix. 408 
Candles. See Soap T7 
Canterbury, Archbiſhop of, his ſpeech againſt the bill for repealing the ſchiſm 
e | Vi. 102 
Capel, Sir Henry, his ſpeech ſeconding the motion for an excluſion bill i. 
313. His ſecond ſpeech for it 335. His third 394+ His other ſpeeches 
to the ſame purpoſe 454. ii. 48. His ſpeech upon the Viſb plot 40 


| : v. 439 
Carew, Sir Nicholas, his ſpeech againſt a Popiſb ſucceſſor i. pe 
Carew, Thomas, Eſq; his ſpeeches on the new clauſes in the mutiny bill xxi. 

203, 210. On the bill for manning the fleet 


| 30 
, Mr, his ſpeech on the ſugar colony bill 4. ve 
carl, Earl of, his ſpeech on the penſion bill xix. 384 


Carnarwan, Earl of, a peculiar ſpeech of his on the affair of the Earl of 
Danby i. 248 
fuſing 
to addreſs for his inſtructions viii. 174. Another ſpeech on the mutin 
bill ix. $1, Tn the debate on the King's ſpeech 250. On the ſalt bill x, 
238, 267. On the penſion bill 280. His ſpeeches in the debates rela- 
ting to the South Sea company xi. 169, 173, 183, 224, 231. In the de- 
bate concerning the finking fund 202, 208. On the King's meſſage for 
a vote of credit xii. 174, 207. His ſpeech for the bill to explain the 
Scotch wrongous impriſonment act xiii. 170. His ſpeech conceraing riots 
xiv. 180. His ſecond ſpeech and motion about the riot at Edinburgh 205. 
Several other motions of his in relation to that affair 2 11. His ſpeech a- 
bout a matter of form in reading the King's meſſage 470. His ſpeech 
and motion about the army xvi, 219. His ſpeeches in the debate about 
the Spaniſh depredations 352, 365, 367. In a debate occaſion'd by his 
Majeſty's ſpeech about the convention xvii. 72. His ſpeeches upon the 
convention's being firſt laid before the houſe of Lords, concerning the 
King of Spain's declaration 164, 169, 172, 174, 176, His ſpeech in re- 
lation to a Satire, intitled, Manners 18 1. His ſpeeches on the petitions 
againſt the convention 229, 234. Agaioft the addreſs approving the con- 
vention 304, 381. In relation to the bill for ſettling the portions of the 
King's younger children xviit. 101. On another meſſage for a vote of 
credit, & c. 140. On the ftate of the nation upon Spain's refuſing to pay 
the 95,0007, 187, For an amendment to the addreſs in anſwer to the 
King's ſpecch 213. On the King's meſſage being ſent to the Commons 
 fingly xix. 327, 332, 357+ On the penſion bill 414. In favour of the 
Duke of Argyll's motion for an addreſs xx. 22, 91, His ſpeech and mo- 
tion for removing Sir Robert F/aipzle 114. On the moticn being cenſur'd 
245. On the motion for Admiral Vernon's inſtructions 396. On the mo- 
tion for Admiral Haddsck's inſtructions 546, On the method of augment- 
ing the army | xxi. 46, 63 
Caſwell, Sir Gecrge, his ſpeech on the ſtockjobbing bill xi. 123 
Cata/ans, debate in relation to them vi. 151. Lords addreſs about them 152 


Catherlough, Lord, his ſpeech and declaration oa the officers bill xi. 436. 


His ſpeech for the place bill | 518 


Cavendiſh, Lord, bis ſpeech and motion for an afſoclation of all his Ma- 
Jeſty's Proteſtant ſubjects | 1. 433 


Chancellor, debate about his being abſent viii. 213. Proteſt thereon 214 


Chancery, maſters in, reports about them laid before the Commons ix. 99. 


Debate upon the ſaid reports 100. Bill to indemnify them, c. 103 


Character of a priſoner on his trial, when only it is examin'd xx. 36) 


Charitable corporation, petition of, and debate upon it x. 122. Reſolutions 
upon it 127. Report concerning the committee for examining into tbeit 


affairs 294, Mr, Shippen's ſpeech in relation to it 499, The * 
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che tommittee order d to be printed 498. Several expell'd the houſe on 
account of it 496, 498. Farther debates on the affair Xi. 144 

Charity ſchools petition againſt the mortmain bill xiv. 9. One bad effect of 
them : So IF xxi. 282, 283 

Charles I. cauſes of the misfortunes in his reign Xx. 165 

Cxart es II. K. bis ſpeech to both houſes about the Dutch war, and the 
indulgence to Diſſenters i. 34. His anſwer to the Commons addreſs about 
the latter 43+ His ſpeech in anſwer to the addreſs of both houſes 48. 
More ſpeeches of his 65, 144, 149, 150, 188, 207, 214, 217, His ſpeech. 
in relation to the deſign of excluding the Duke of York 228. More ſpeeches 
234, 250. His ſpeech at the opening of his third Parliament 251, He 
refuſes to confirm the ſpeaker choſen by the Commons 261. His anſwers 
to the Commons addreſs for the execution of Pickering and other priefts 
234, 289. His ſecond ſpeech, and meaſures propos d by him to ſecure the 
nation from danger under a Popiſh ſueceſſor 284, 285, 286, His ſpeech 
at the opening of his fourth Parliament 310. His meſſage concerning 
Popery and the plot, and the debate upon it 368—376, Addreſs in an- 
ſwer to his meſſage 377. His meſſage about Tangier, debate upon it, 
and addreſs in anſwer to it 399—425. His ſpeech, and debate upon it 
430, 461—469, Commons addreſs in anſwer to it 470 

Cbelſea hoſpital, debate occaſion'd by a motion relating to it x. 109. The 
increafing charge of it taken notice of in the houſe of Commons xv. 56. 
The anſwer | | ": 3 0Þ 

Chefterfield, Earl of, his ſpeeches in the debates relating to the S. S. company 
xi. 166, 180, 235. His ſpeeches for the officers bill 442, 457. His 
ſpeech on his Majeſty's meſſage for a vote of credit xii, 185. On the 
Scetch petition 401. Againſt the play-houſe bill xv. 302. In the debate 
about the army xvi. 262, About the Spaniſh depredations 395. In a 
debate upon his Majeſty's ſpeech about the convention xvii. 50. On the 
petitions againſt the convention 240. Againſt the motion for an addreſs 
approving the convention 397, On the bill for ſettling the portions of the 
King's younger children xvii. 105. On another meſſage for a vote of 
credit, &c. 169, On the ſtate of the nation, upon Spain's refuſing to 
pay the 95,0001. 191, On the motion for an addreſs 255. On the 
King's meſſage being ſeat to the Commons fiogly xix. 347. On the pen- 
fion bill 429, In favour of the Duke of Argyll's motion for an addreſs 
xx. 55. On the motion for Admiral Ver non's inſtructions 417. On the 
motion for Admiral Haddocł's inſtructions 826 

Cholmondeley, Charles, Eſq; his ſpeech on the motion for repealing the ſep- 
tennial act xii, 109. On the button manuſacturers petition xvi. 204. 

 Chelmondeley, Earl of, his ſpeech on the motion relating to the Duke of 
Bolton and Lord Cobbam xi. 48 3. Abcut the Scotch petition xii. 399. His 
ſpeech and motions relating to the Spaniſb depredrations xvi. 333. His 
ſecond ſpeech on the ſame 369. His ſpeech in a debate on his Majeſty's 
ſpeech about the convention xvii. 57. On the convention's being firſt laid 
before the houſe of Lords 167, His ſpeech and motioa for an addreſs ap- 
proving of it 290. His ſecond ſpeech on the ſame occaſion 395. His 
ſpeech in the debate on the ſtate of the nation, upon Spain's refuſing to 
pay the 95,000/, xviii- 194. On the King's meſſage ſent to the Commons 
fingly xix. 329. On the penſion bill 394. On the two motions for an 
addreſs. xx. 67. On cenſuring the motion for removirg Sir Robert Wal- 
pole 243. On the motion for Admiral Vernon's inſtructions 495. On the 
method of augmenting the army xxi. 48, 50, 51 

Church, debate in the houſe of Lords concerning the danger of it iv. 479. 
Voted in no danger 488. Proteſt thereupon ibid. Addreſs of both houſes 
upon it 490. Queen's proclamation in purſuance of it 492 

urch government, obſervations upon the nature of it i. 102, 103 

Church of England, act for its ſecurity v. 104. Proteſt concerning the bill 

ibid. The act debated IE. 


10 
Cicero, a remarkable paſſage of his xvi. 130 


Civil li debt, Queen's mefſage about it, and debate upon it —* 84 
X | | ; 
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Civil liff, at the acceſſion of RK. Ceorge I. debate about it vi. 330. Kigg', 
meſſage relating to it ix. 128. Account of the debt upon it 129. Debate 
about the debts of it 131. Proteſt agaioft the bill relating to it 159 

Civil lift, at the atceſſion of K. George II. Mr. Shippen's ſpeech againſt in. 
creafing the revenues of it ix. 284. The bill, Cc. paſs'd 295, 
$15,000 J. granted on account of arrears 434. Sums * tracks for it, 
upon paſſing the bill againft ſpirituous liquors, and debate thereon xiji. 351 

2389. New propoſition in relation to it, and debate upon it 389—410 

Clarendon, Earl of, in K. Chatles IId's reign, bis caſe xx. 208 

Clarendon, Earl of, his ſpeeches in the convention, about the word abdicated, 
and the wacancy of the throne ii. 203, 224, 225, 235, 242 

Clergy, proteſt on rejecting their petition viii. 193 

Clergy of prox &c. their petition againſt the Quakers tithe bill xii, 

452. Of Surry 15 | 455 
cou to be confider'd as one corporate body xiv. 37. Their ſtate in this 
1ngdom : * 5 2 
Clerk of the journals, a new officer at the admiralty — 10 
Clifford, Lord, ſupplanted by the Earl of Shafteſbury 1. 50. His diſcourſe 
with Mr. Locle | | | "5 
Clutterbuck, Thomas, Eſq; his ſpeech on the officers bill xi. 389, On the or- 
dinary eſtimate of the navy xix. 306. Againſt the motion for Papers re- 
Jating to the conduct of cur admirals xxi. 79. In the debate on the bill 
for manning his Majeſty's fleet 238. His ſpeech and motion for an addreſs 
in anſwer to the King's ſpeech relating to the Queen of Hungary 48g 

Coal duty, city petition about it rejected | ix. 345 

Cobham, Lord. See Bolton, Duke of | . 

Cockburn, Mr. his ſpeech on the motion relating to the war between the Em- 

peror and France, &c. xi. 315. On the druggiſts petition 353 

Coin, the ſtate of it inquir'd into iii. 38. Farther debates on regulating it 
46. Reſolutions about it 49. Bill for regulating it 50. Farther reſolu- 
tions about it 5, 68. Proteſts in relation to the bill 423, 424. The 

Lords confider the ſtate of it ; vii. 42 

Coleraine, Lord, his ſpeech on the motion for an addreſs xi. 254 

Colonies. See Britiſh | 

Commerce bill, debate about it vi. 104, Speakers for and agaioft it 105, 

106. Rejoicinęs on rejecting it 110 

Commiſſioner, debate concerning an abſent one ſuffering the ſecretary to ſign 
for him x. 393, See Eyles 

Commitments made by either houſe of Parliament, a ſpeech in a caſe rel:- 


ting to them i. 486 
Committee, proteſt againſt refufing to appoint one to join with a committee 
of the Commons, &c. ; ii. 438 


Committee for examining the proceedings of the judges, their report ii 4 
Committee for inquiring into the frauds and abuſes in the cuſtoms xi. 110 
Committee of ſecrecy for the Popiſh plot i. 267, For examining the papeis 

relating to the peace of Utrecht vi. 329. For the S. S. affair viii. 401 
Common fame, debate about it, with regard to the removal of miciſters s 


9 

Commons addrefſes in anſwer to ſpeeches from the throne, to K. William 
iii. 94, 131, 196, 234. To Q. Ame 241, 262. iv. 313, 471. v. 99, 
183 310. vi. 93, 128. To K. George I. 319. vii. 6, 92, 205, 374. vi. 
268, 267. ix. 67, 94, 188, 236. To K. George II. 280, 333, 393, 453» 
809. x. 42, 317. xi. 266, xii. 348. xiii, 212. xiv 178. xv. 332+ xviil 
324. xx. 112. xxi. 50%. See Addreſſes | bs 
Commons aſſert their privileges iii. 238. A liſt of alterations made in their 


houſe from the beginning of Henry VIII. &c, vii, 136 
Commons, houſe of, never call'd a council xx. 105 
Communication of trade with England, fpeech about it in the Scotch Parlia- 
ment 111. 400 


Compton, Spencer, Eſq; (now Earl of Wilmington) his ſpeeches viii, 352, 241+ 
a cmi, 


Ser Speaker's ſpeech, Ce. 
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AN B E X. 


Conduit, Mr. bis ſpeech in a debate relating to the Spaniſb depredations x. 
46. On the petition againſt the ſugar colony bill 447. On the motion 
5 repealing the ſeptennial act xii. 64 
Conferences between the two houſes, about the affair of Mr. Skinner i. 1. 
About money bills 10, 12, 20. About their privileges 127, c. About 
Lord Treaſurer Darby 270, 278, 279, 280. About the word abdicated, 
and the wacancy of the throne ii. 186—258, About the bill for regulating 
trials in cafes of high treaſon 331. About tbe 1-1 forfeitures li. 139, 
140. About the Lords impeach'd for the partition treaty 189, 192, 201. 
About the occaſional cor formity bill 282, 293. About the Ayleſbury men 
iv. 178, 189, 208. About the Earl of Oxford's trial vi. 505, With re- 
lation to the act for a general pardon 521. About the F. S. directors 
eſtates viii. 90. About Layer's plot 310. About Porteous's bill xiv. 280. 
About an addreſs relating to the war with Spain | xviii. 448 
Coningsby, Lord, his ſpeech in relation to the Earl of Oxford's trial vi, 479 
Confider ations upon the embargo, &c. xx. 339. Complain'd of in the hoyſe 
of Commons, and debate about it 349 
C:nfiderations on the peerage bill Vi. 217 
Conſtables, debate on the clauſe for examining them, in relation to ſearch- 
ing houſes for ſeamen e xxi. 361 
Conſtitution, its freedom conſiſts in the freedom of elections xxi. 319 
Contraband and Probibited gouds, the difference between them xvii. 75, 76 
Contractors for corn | xxi. 22 
Contrads. Ser Sailors 1 
Convention Parliament, debate between the two houſes, relating to the 
word abllicated, and the vacancy of the throne ii. 182—2 58, Propoſals 
humbly offer'd to them, for the ſettling of the government 277. They 
are prov'd a legal Parliament | N 284, 289 
Convention, the famous one with Spain, firſt mention'd in his Majeſty's 
ſpeech from the throne xvi. 474. Motion in the houſe of Lords for an 
addreſs in anſwer to this ſpeech 476. Ame: dment to it, and g ehate upon 
it 478. Argument in favour of it 479. The anſwer xvii. 1. Particular 
ſpeeches in the debate 19y—1o1, Debate on the fame occafion in the 
touſe of Commons ro4—131. Reſolutions and motions in the ſame 
houſe relating to the convention 131. Debate upon thoſe motions 134. 
The convention laid before the houſe of Lords, and the debate on that 
occaſion 164. Another debate in relation to it, concerning the King of 
Spain's declaration as to the S. S. company 210. Petitions againft the 
convention, and debate on that occaſion 226. Debate in the houſe of 
Commons on the fame occafion 242. Convention taken into copſidera- 
tion in the houſe of Lords, and debate on the motion for an addreſs there- 
upon 290—492. The addreſs itſelf 492. Speakers ard voters for and 
againſt it 494, 495, Kc. Proteft on the occation 498. Te convention 
taken into confideration in the houſe of Commons, and debates on t 
motion for an addreſs en that occafion xviii. —61, 86—97, Liſt of ve- 
ters for and againſt it, and of the abſenters 61. The addreſs itſelf 97. 
Bill for appropriating the 60,00c /. due to Spain by the convention, and 
debate in the houſe of Lords on the motion for an addreſs to be inform'd 
whether Spain bas paid tbe 5, oo0 J 1$1, 182. Debate on the ftate of 
the nation, after Spain's refuſing to pay the ſaid ſum 186, 187, &c. Mo- 
tions for papers relating to it, and debates thereon xix. 94, &c. 274, &c. 


Proteft on the ſame ſubjec̃t pag xxi. 111 
Convocation, order of the lower houſe of iii. 266 


Cooke, Sir Thomas, proceedings againſt him in relation to the Eaft- India com- 
ny iii. 17. His excuſes 19. His account 20. Bill for impriſoning 


" 


dim, Ss, 3 2 
Coley, William, taken into euſtody, and debate on a queſtion put to him xx. 


| 5 3 51, 332 
Cepe, Sir Fobn, charges Mr. Baron Page with endeavouring to corrupt the 
borough of Banbury, and debate and proceedings thereon X. 475 


vor, XXI. Nan | Copley, 
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Copley, Sir G:dfrey, his ſpeech againſt the bill of attainder of Sir Jobn Fen- 
wick | | iii. $ 

Corbet, Thomas, Eſq; bis ſpeech on t*e ordinary eſtimate of the ravy xix. 157 

Corn exported between Chriſtmas 1734 and 1736, account of it xiii, 441, 
Bill for preventing the exportation of it xx. 339. Petitions againſt the 
bill xxi. 1. Debate upon it 2. Debate about the day when the law was 
to begin to be in force 29. See Embargo i 

Cornbury, Lord, his ſpeech againſt Porteous's bill xiv. 336 

Curnewal, Velters, Eſq; bis ſpeeches in the cebates on the new clauſes in the 
mutiny bill xxi. 204, 205. On the bill for better manning the fleet 269, 


4 a 2 7 
Cornwallis, Mr. his ſpeech on the motion for repealiog the ſeptennial A 


Xii. $8 
Coronation oath of England 11, 275 
Coronation cath of Scotland it. 276 


Corporations, proteſt on the bill to reſtore them li. 469 
Corruption of a contagious and ſpreading nature xix. 215. The danger of 
it 399, 400, 403, 416, 417, 436, 437. Four ſorts of it 452, 453. Se 
ribery | | 
Coventry election, petition on it preſented xiii. 222. Mr. Plummer's ſpeech 
on the occaſion | 


| : | 223 
- Counſel, their uſefulneſs in pleading cauſes xvii. 259, 260. The rife of 


this practice, and its uſefulneſs farther explain c 279, 280 
County elections, Mt. Pulteney's ſpeech on the expence of controverting them 
Xi11, 216 


Courts, ſupreme and fubordinate, and the original cauſes of them i. 2, 3 
Cooper, Spencer, Eſq; his ſpeech in the cebate on the bill for ſuſpending the 
Habeas Corpus act viii. 272 
Cooper, William, Eſq; (afterwards Earl Coruper, and Lord Chancellor) his 
ſpeech on the caſe of Aſpby and White iv. 89. In the debate on the affairs 

of Spain v. 382, In the debate on the treaties of peace and commerce 
vi. 165. Againſt the ſchiſm bill 215. The manner of his going to 
 Weſtminſter-hall, as Lord High Steward, for the trial of the Earl of 0x- 
ford 490. His ſpeech at the trial 493. His ſpeech on the bill to repeal 
the ſchiſm act vii. 101. On the peerage bill 115, 206, On the S. S. 
bill 299. His complaint to the houſe of Lords, and warm debate upon it 
viii. 319. His ſpeech againſt the Biſhop of Rocbeſter's bill 367. ix. 3). 
Againſt the bill to tax the Roman Catholicks 59 
Craggs, Mr. Secretary, his ſpeech in the debate about the army vii. 11. On 
the motion for an addreſs 87, In relation to an invaſion from Spain 193, 
On the peerage bill | | 243 
Craggs, Mr. the Elder, debate in relation to him viii. 43. Refolvtions of 
the Commons againſt him 50. Their reaſons for inſerting him in the 


S. S. directors bill 91. Farther proceedings againſt him 146, 147 
Crawford, Earl of, his ſpeech in the debate on the mutiny bill x. 402. On 
the bill for the marriage portion of the Princeſs Royal Xi. 197 


Credit, publick, methods for reſtoring it in K. William's reign iii. 70, &c. 
See Publick credit | | 


Crimps, what they are, and their practices xxi. 306 
Criſis. See Steele A 5 
Crcmarty, Earl of, his ſpeech in the Scorch Parliament | iv. 424 


Cromevell, Oliver, a remarkable ſtory of his obtaining reparation for an in- 
jur'd merchant, and his regard to the honour of his country Xvi. 131, 
x32, 133. His character, conduct, and the invariable maxim he ob- 
ſerv'd with regard to foreign ſtates xvii. 355, 356. Of his joining with 
France againſt Spain 458. Of his treaty with the Dutch 472, 473, 474+ 
How he began the war againſt Spain 5 XX. 535 
Crown, of its diſcretionary powers xviii. 366, 378. Its prerogatives are uu- 
der the cognizance of Parliament 382. Its great power on particular e- 
mergencies . xxl. 24, 25 
Cumberland, Duke of, King's meſſage for making a proviſion for him, — 
er £46 & 
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FN D EN 
the four young Princeſſes xviii. 99. Bill brought in thereupon, and de - 
bate in relation to it 100 

Curates, bill for the better maintenance of them vi. 201 
Cuſtom-houſe and exciſe officers, the iacreaſe of their power a grievance 
xXXi» 330, 337 
Cuſtoms, frauds and abuſes in. See Frauds 

Cyder, a pleaſant conteſt about it xxi. 204, 205, 206 
AILY Paſ, pris ter of, debate in relation to him, and proceedings a- 
gainſt him xx. 363, &c. His petition, and debate upon it 374 
Danby, Earl of, Lord Treaſurer, deſigns againft him i. 236. Mr. Moun- 
tagu accuſes him to the Commons, and produces two of his letters 238. 
Articles of impeachment againſt him 240. He produces two of Maun- 
tagu's letters 242. He is impeach'd 243. His ſpeech to the Lords in his 
own viadication ibid. Earl of Carnarvan's ſpeech in relation to him 248. 
A meſſage againſt him, and conference about him 270. An. 2c:ount «f 
his pardon 27x. Mr. Powell's ſpeech againſt: him 272. The Commons 
reſolve to attaint him, and Bed/ze's and Ogtes's complaints againſt bin 
276, 277. Three more conferences about him 278, 279, 280. The at- 
tainder bill paſſes againſt him, and he ſurrenders bimſelf 282. He is 
ſent to the Teer, and p'eads the King's pardon 283. At which the 
Commons are diſoblig'd ibid. They demand judgment againſt bim 287. 

A difference between the two houſes about him 291, 292. See Leeds 
Danvers, Foſeph, Eſq; his ſpeech on the motion for an addreſs x, 31. On 
the motion for applying 500,000/7. of the finking fund 370. On the 
motion for in ſtructions relating to the treaty of Seville xi. 283. On the 
druggiſts petition 354. In a debate on the number of forces xv. 462. 
On the Weſiminſter abbey petition 475. Qa the motion for raiſing the 


marines in the moſt frugal manner xviii. 477 
Darien ſettlement, proteſt in relation to it iii, 434. How it came to miſ- 
carry xviii. 39 1 
Debtor, the only advantage be has above a felon xxi. 30 1 


Debts, publick, Mr. Pulteney's motion about them ix. 193. Sir Rakert Wal- 
fole's ſpeech againſt it ibid. Motion againſt creating any new ones x. 342. 
Accoui t of all of them due at Chriſimas 1735 xiii. 245, We are not 
likely to get free of them for ages 302. How they ſtood in 1716, and in 
1725, and how they now ſtand xx. 261, 262. See National debt 

Declaration of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal and Commons, concerning 
King James's miſgovernment, and filling up the throne ii, 250, Decla- 
ration of the Eftates of Sc:rland to the ſame purpoſe 265 

Declaration of rights | $41, i}, 260 

Declaration or proteſt of the King of Spain relating to the convention, de- 
bates about it xvii, 164, 210. xvili. 48, 87, 58. xx. 97, &c. 

Declaration of Sir Robert Walpole about turning out officers, confider'd xx. 

| 174, 205, 236, 260, 285 

Deerirg, Edward, his ſpeeches on the King's meſſage about Tangier i. 405, 


4.16 
De Golz, Mr. debate about calling bin in upon the affair of the Scuth Sea 
accounts | "1H xi. 187, 192 
Delawar, Lord, his ſpeech on the penſion bill x. 277, About a maiter of 
form in reading the King's meſſage xiv. 471. His ſpeeches againſt a ſa- 
tre, intitled, Manners xvii, 178, 180. On the petitions agaiaft the con- 
vention 233, 237. His ſpeech and motion in relation to the bill for ſet- 
tling the portions of the King's younger children xviii. 100. His anſwer to 
Lord Batburſt's motion upon the ſame 110.. His ſpeeches on the King's 
meſſage ſent to the Commons ſiogly | xix. 319, 332 
Denmark, George Prince of, proteſt on a bill relating to him in. 457 
Denmark treaty, a motion relating to it xii. 34. Argument for it 35. An- 
ſwer 37. Reply 42. Speakers in the debate 1 


| 45 
Denmark treaty, King's meſſage about it, and for a vote of credit xvii. 133. 


. Debate upon it | 134 
| Nanz Depre- 
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IN D E A. 


Depredations, See Spaniſb depredations 3 : | | 
Dereuenievater, Earl of, and fix other Lords, impeach'd of high treaſon vi. 
76. Order about his eftate x. 121, Debate on the motion for examia- 
ing witneſſes upon oath, relating to the bill for taking void the ſale of 
it . 


496 

Deſtents of baronies by writ, proteſt againſt | iu. 421 
Determination, the laſt of the houſe of Commons concerning votes, order 
relating to it read, motion and debate thereon | Nil, 45, &e, 


Dewonſhire, Duke of, his ſpeech in relation to the affairs ef Spain v. 383. 
His ſpeech and motion for repealia the triennial act vi. 378. His ſpeech 
on a motion relating to the Sourb N xi. 223. His ſpeech on 
cenſuring the motion to remove Sir R.Bert Walpole xx. 239 
Diet and ſmall beer, debates about furniſhing ſoldiers in their quarters with 

tit at a groata day | xxi. 114, Kc. 198, 210 

Digby, Edward, Eſq; his ſpeech on the number of forces xi. 365, On the 
place bill 502, On the King's meſſage about a vote of credit xii, 255, 


On the bill for manning his Majeſty's fleet xxi. 454, 4.56 
Diſcretionary ph wers of the crown Xviiie 366, 378 


Diſſenters, K. Charles Ild's declaration of indulgence to them i. 35. The 
Commors addreſs againſt it 42. The King's anſwer 43. The Commons 
ſecond addreſs againſt it 44. Alderman Love, tho' a diſſenter, oppoſes it 
45. Bill for the eaſe of them loſt ibid. Subſtance of ir 46, Circum- 
ſtances of the declaration in their favour being recall'd 49. They peti- 


tion againſt the ſchiſm bill vi. 221 
Diſtillers to follow any other trade, &c. upon the commencement of the gin 
at xiii. 369 
Diſturbance in the houſe of Commons ä i. 234 
Diviſions. See Animoſities 3 
Doddington, M.. his ſpeech on the ſugar colony bill x. 352 


Dolben, Sir Gilbert, his ſpeech on the caſe of Aſpby ard White iv. 705 
Doors, in what caſes they may be broke open by conſtables xxi. 324. The 
law in this reſpect fa ther explain'd 332, 333- Caſe of the King's debtor 


with regard to this affair 346, 353 
Dormer, Mr. his ſpeech on the caſe of Aſbby and Waite iv. 70 
Double returns, proteſt on the bill to prevent them Iii, 426 


Drake, Dr. proceedings againſt him Mi. 250 
Pruggiſts petition xi. 111. Another, and debate upon it 317. The petition 


dropt b 355 
Drummind, Mr. his ſpeech on Sir Th:mas Lombe's petition x. 108 
Dumfreis, account of the burning of the articles of Union there v. 55 
Dunbar, Feremiab, Eſq; complaint of the proceedings in New England a- 

gainſt him, and reſolutions thereupon xi. 158, 159 
Duncemb, Mr. Charles, proceedings againſt him iü. 101 
Dundas, Mr, his ſpeech on the motion for teviyiog the ſalt tax x. 168 
Dunkirk, Queen's anſwer about the equivalent for it vi. 111. Caſe of it at 
preſent | Ns xx. 320 
Durell, Capt. attack'd by the Spariards xXx. 230 


Dutch, war declar'd againſt them i. 34+ Lord Chancellor Shaftſpury's ſpecch 
- againſt them 36. Peace made with them 65, With what expedition 
they aſſiſted the Prince of Orange in his invaſion xx. 34. How thcy ac- 

ceded to the treaty of Hanover 224. Their remarkable regard to com- 


merce xxi. 7. The ſhate they bore in the late war 504 
Dutch guards, King William's meſſage to the Cemmons about them, their 
addreſs, and his an ſwer | „ 


3 
AR LE, Giles, Eſdq; his ſpeech on the cfficers bill xi. 413. On the 
| E corn bill xxi. 11. On the bill for manning his Majefty's fleet 307 
Eaſt India compary, report of the committee for inſpeRing their books il. 
9, 17. Debate of the Commons on the affair 27. Proceedings relating 
Fo the trade and companies 105, fe. Proteſt on the will for ſetting the 
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I N D E X. 


| FeeleGaftical court bill, capy of it | f | AM. 103 
Eerlefaftical courts, their proceedings complain'd againſt Fi. 506, 521 
Edinburgh, tumult there about the Union v. 45. How it is govern'd xiv. . 


207. Bill againſt it for Pos tecus s affair 216. The ſource of that riot 
296. And ſome account of the mab 306. See Porteous, The form in 
which the city is built 


20 
Edzward III. an inſtance of bis regard to the trade and navigation of m2 


kingdom xvi, 129 


lecker s, bill for regulating them rejeRted by King William ii. 64. State of 


them by euſtom or commos law iv. 12. Bills to prevent corrupt and ir- 
ular elections v. 438. Debate on a bill for ſecuring their freedom 

vii. 216. Proteſt againſt rejecting it 217. Order relating to them xii, 
350. Another order relating to them read, and motion thereupon Wü. 
45, 46. Argument for it 46. Anſwer 49. Reply 50. Motion amended 
and agreed to 54. Bill for regulating them propos d and dropt 434 
Elections in the city of London, order of the common counci the bill 
for regulating them ix. 103. Intended tumultuous meeting on. that occa- 
fion preventes oy Abſtract of the bill 105. Petition againſt it 148. 

71 


Proteſts oe. aſion d hy ĩt | 157, 183, 165 
Elector, debates, whether an action lies at common law for one ho is de- 
ny'd his vote for members of Parliament © We I, &co 


Elizabeth, Queen, her dangerous fituation at firſt, her wiſe conduct, an 
ſucceſs Ry „475 43. Character of her miniſters xvii. 36 5. A ad 
account of her condy@, with regard to foreign flates 456, 457. How 
ſhe began and carried on the war againſt Spain 8 XX. 633 

Ely, Biſhop of, his ſpeeches in the convention, upon the word, abdicated 
ii, 193, 199, His ſpeech on the danger of the church iv. 436 

Embargo, conſiderations won it xx. 339. The piece complain'd of in the 
houſe of Commons, ard debates on that occaſion 349. Houſe of Com- 
mons addreſs his Majeſty to order an embargo on all ſhips laden with corn, 
Ec. xxi. 28. They addreſs again to have it taken off with regard to rice 
and fiſh 28, 29. See Corn | 

Embargo in Ireland XXi. 4, 19 

Emperor, of his death xx. 233 

Engliſh commodities, reſolutions for drawbacks and allowances upon them 


v. 124 
Engliſh law bill. See Law proceedings | 
Enumerated goods, what Xviit. 111 
Epiſcopacy, a bill to tolerate it in Scotland order'd to be brought in v. 419» 
Proceedings on the bill 422. Repreſentation and petition of the general 


aſſembly againft it 423. Farther proceedings on it 445 
Epiſecpal clergy in Scotland, addreſs and bill in favour of them vi. 46, 288 
Ereſtine, Mr. bis ſpeech againſt Porteous's bill iv. 358 
Eſtimates, ſeveral laid before the houſe x. 44+ Several others call'd for 

xiii. 226. And laid before the houſe | 228, &ce. 
Exchequer bills, abuſes in them irquired into ili. 101, New ones to be 

made out vii. 265, 266 


Exeiſe ſcheme, ſpeeches in relation to it x. 388, &c. A committee for it 
appointed 455. Sir Robert Walpole's ſpeech on propoſing it, and debate 
thereupon xi. 1, &c, Lift of thoſe who voted for it 53. And of thoſe 
who voted againſt it 64. Reſolutions and report of the committee, and 
debate thereon 70, 71. The bill brought in 94. Debate on the Landon 

tition againſt it g5. Other petitions againſt it 98. The bill dropt 99. 
eſolutions ard orders againſt tumults on account of the ſcheme 100, 101 

Exciſe, account of, moved for in the proceedings on the gin bill, and the 
reaſon of it | Xii. 358 

Excluſion bill, ſubſtance of it i. 297. The firſt debate in relation to it 312 
326. The ſecond debate 331—353- The third 353—358. Debate 
at the ſceond reading of it 35836 1. The ingroſs'd bal 720 380. Far- 
ther debates upon it 383399. ii, 46—69, 98— 102, 112—136, 141. 
Mr, Boab's ſpeech ſpr iti . 143 
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Excommunication, as practis'd by the ſpiritual courts _ xiii. 596 
Expunging proteſts, proteſts againſt it ii. 475. iii, 448. vill. 223, 257, 


= 238, 
pla, Sir Job reprimanded by the heaker, and his ane . 434 


AG, Sir Fobn, See Shirley, Dr. 5 
Falkland, Lord, his caſe ü. 367 
Falmouth, Lord, his ſpeech on the penſion bill x. 278. Ia the debate rela- 
ting to the S. S. company xi. 176 
Fanſhaw, Sit Richard, extracts from his inſtructions for negotiating a treaty 
of commerce with Sparn XVUi. 404, 405 
Fauconberg, Lord, ſeconds Lord Hinton's motion for an addreſs xviii. 213 
Favourites, Mr. Booth's ſpeech againſt them = Hs 11. 164 
Fazakerley, Nicholas, Eſq; his ſpeech againſt the motion for an addreſs ap- 
proving the convention xviii. 94+ In the debate on the corn bill xxi. 2, 
In the debate on the bill for manning his Majeſty's fleet 326, 416 
Fees, debate on the motion for regulating them | | xX. 97 
Fenwick, Sir Jobn, attainted of high treaſon iii. 78. Speeches for and a- 
gainſt the bill 79, 85. The ſpeakers for and againſt it 87. Lords proteſt 
aꝑainſt it $8 
Ferrers, Earl of, his ſpeech in relation to the affairs of Spain v. 385 
Ferrol ſquadron, of its failing xx. 469, 491, 510, &c. 529. Motion and 
debate upon this affair, &c. | xxi. 104 
Finch, Daniel. Eſq; (afterwards Earl of Nottingbam ) his ſpeeches againſt the 
exclufion bill i. 349, 359, 397. ii. 54+ Upon the affair of L. C. J. Scroggs 
29. See Nottingham 
Finch, Lord Chancellor, his ſpeeches to both houſes i. 218, 254, 285 
Finch, Lord, his ſpeech in favour of Sir Richard Steele Vi. 143 
Fitzharris, debate concerning bim ii. 107. Debate upon the Lords throwing 
out his impeachment 136. Proteſt upon it 440 
Fitzwilliams, Lord, moves for M. de Palm's memorial to be laid before the 
houſe x. 490 
Fleet, bill brought in for the better and ſpeedier manning it, and copy of it 
xxi. 220. Debate on the motion for reading it a ſecond time 232. De- 
bate in the committee upon the firſt clauſe of it 239. A new clauſe ſub- 
- Nituted in its ſtead, and debate upon it 256. Debate on the clauſes for 
ſearching houſes for ſeamen 262. Another debate on the ſame ſubject 
287. Debate on the clauſe for examining conſtables on oath, &c. 361. 
On the clauſe for limiting ſailors wages 395. Petitions againſt the bill 
426, 428. Debate upon the report of it, and the petitions againſt it 431. 
a the third reading, and clauſes offered thereupon 454. See Seamen 
Fleetword, Biſhop. See St. Aſaph 
Fletcher, Mr, of Saltoun, his ſpeech in the Scorch Parliament upon the ſup- 
ply iii. 370. Upon the act of ſecurity 375. Upon the bill for conferring 
offices by ballot 383, About adjourning the Parliament 406. His 
draught of limitations : 5 iv. 461 
Flint election, an account of it | 3 xiv. 478 
Foley, Paul, Eſq; his ſpeech on the danger of Popery i. 449. On the affair 
of L. C. J. Scroggs ii. 34. On the wacancy of the throne 6 
Foot - ſoldier, of his daily pay and daily expences 
Forbes, Duncan, Eſq; bis ſpeech againſt Porteous's bill 
Forces, bill for regulating them paſs'd by the Commons vii. 46. Occaſion- 
a debate in the houſe of Lords 47, Proteſts in relation to it 54, 56. De- 
bate on the motien for reducing them 57. Reaſons for and againſt cont!- 
nuing the ſame number in 1729 ix. 396, 399. Proteſt againſt their num- 
ber x. 291. Another debate on the ſame ſubje& xi, 356. Another debate 
on the number to be kept up for 1737 xv. 1. Arguments in favour of the 
ſame numbers ibid. The anſwer 10. Reply 32. Speakers in the debate 55. 
Another debate on the ſame ſubject 335—464. Another xvii. 188, 180, 
c&c. Two methods of increafing them, and which ought to be taken xx. 
329. 40. Difference between avgmenting them by new corps, and by ys 


— — — — 
— nm — 


Fas ae 


— — * a avail) 2 = 
= - = — Nuts OP = 
2 * (2 * "Tk 8 af... * 

4 As = * * D OS — — 

* 8 e — ea Me c n - 
3 — — —— PCR SIE TEST” OY D 
- RD Dx — —— = => — — ——fſ—.—ů— - = — 

— .. ̃ — ˙ZA— ——— — — > las : — — TD — —— 
ax” "Ss — FS " - - _ - _.- 

** * Wy DSA on no 4 , CREE — — 


— —-—-W - —¼:ĩ 


hon EE Se rn 
— In, 7 


SV — 1 — 
r 
Ks 
- * * 8 
4 — 2 — 
—— . 


ELL OY I Hi — ES 
— 1 


— 2 


— — 


Nee 


r 
2 


4 
100 
Wy 
| ji R 
0. 
U 1 
a * 
1 
wg 
1 
j 


_=_ 
* * ROT 
+ oa > — 


e er 


—— XI 
—_— PR. 7 5) 5 


. 
ÿß!ß ine tein IE en on 


n 
EIS ,-5 — = 
— — 8 
. 2 RS 
- 7 ——— Ss 5 * 
5 r SST = IST 


— 
— 


22 : 
— . — — 
— 2 


NN DB. EX 
jog private men to companies 101. Proteſt againſt their number in 1741 
458, See Army > | | 
Foreign affairs. See Plan of politicks | | 0 
Foreign Princes, debate on the bill to prohibit his Majeſty's ſubjects from 


lending money to them without licence ix. 478 
Foreign troops, bill againſt bringing them into the kingdom, moved — 
vi. 14 


Forfeited eſtates, debate on the bill about them vii. 64. Proteſt againſt the 
bill for ſale of them £3 pe | 


70 
Forrage contract. See Walpole Dd — * 


Fix, Henry, Eſq; his ſpeech in favour of Porteous's bill xiv. 344. His ſpeech 
and motion for an addreſs xv. 324. His ſpeech in a debate on the army 
439. On the button manufacturers petition xvi. 204. On the motion for 
raifing the marines in the moſt frugal manner xviii. 470. On the bill for 
manning the fleet xxi. 396, 397. He calls Sir Jobn Barnard to order 
450. His ſpeech ſeconding the- motion for an addreſs in relation to the 
Queen of Hungary | wh 494 
France, ſpecific explanation of her offers for a general peace v. 440. The 
entertainment it met with 444. Lords addreſs concerning it 445 
Frauds and abuſes in the cuſtoms, committee for inquiring into them xi. x10, 
The managemeat in that affair 9 e xx. 180 
Free revenue, what | xx. 221 
Freedom of a man's vote at elections, how it may be taken away xxi. 327 
Freind, Dr. debate on the meſſage for confining bim viii. 305 
French, a remarkable inflance of our dread of them, and our complaiſance 
to them xvii. 352. The ſhare they have in the treaſure brought from 
New Spain xix. 30. The influence they have had in our late meaſures 
xx. 124, &c. 182, &c. The reaſon of it 210, 311. How their army is 
modelled xxi. 40, 41, 42. Their preſent condition 372 
French wines, proteſt againſt allowing the importation of them in e 
P | iii. 41 
French and Dutch churches, in England, their caſe vi. 214. Clauſe in their 
favour in the ſchiſm bill ; 221 


French and Spaniſh ſquadrons, motion and debate about thelr ſailing xxi. 104 
Funds, 2 Intereſt f, | e 


8. > " 

AGE, Lord, receives the thanks of the houſe x. 495. His ſpeech a- 
gainſt the motion for an addreſs approving the convention xviii. 32. 

In favour of the motion for a place bill xix. 176. On Mr. Pultency's mo- 
tion for a call 239. Againſt the bill for regiſtering ſeamen 266, On the 
motion for a bill for better paving the fireets of Weſtminſter xxi. 93. In 
the debate on the bill for manning his Majeſty's fleet 255, 278, 287, 391, 
457. On the motion for an addreſs relating to the Queen of yy 


. 5 

Galway, Earl of, ſummon'd to appear before the houſe of Lords, and gives 
them an account of his conduct v. 320. Several Lords ſpeak in his favour 
ibid. His narrative 322. Lord Sunder land's letter to him 369. Proteſts 
in relation to him and Lord TJyravoley 390, 391, 392. His reply to Lord 
Peter borougb's anſwers to the five queſtions a 394 


Game, a law for the preſervation of it _ xx1.'380 
See, William, Eſq; his ſpeech againſt the excluſion bill i. 333. Oa the 


King's ſpeech 5 431 
General aſſembly of the church of Scotland, their repreſentation and peti- 


tion 


His meſſages in anſwer thereto 261, 263. Supply for the ſupport of his 

houſhold, &c. 264.\, His proclamation for calling a new Parliament 271, 

Debate about it 325. His firſt ſpeech to his Parliament 311. More 

ſpeeches of his 359, 453, 522. Bill for enabling him to viſit his German 

dominions, paſs d 457. His meſſage for a ſupply againſt Sweden 460. De- 

bates thereupon 462, 469, More ſpecches of his vii. x, 78, 79. A 
| ni 


2 
4 * 


* 


| 7 v. 63 
GrorGrt I. addreſſes of both houſes to him, on his acceſſion vi. 260, 262. 
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' Government in general, and of our government in particular xv, 336, 337; 
Suuld, Mr. Juſtice, his opinion in the caſe of the Se,. i. 241 


1 N D E NX. 


meſfatge from bim, and addreſs thereupon 75, 76. His .meffage about 3 
declaration of war againſt Spain, and debate on it 94, 956. His meſſage 
about the peerage bill 113. His ſprech about an invaſion from Spain, ang 
- debate upon it 191, 192. More of his ſpeeches 196, 199, zor, 67. 
in meſſage on the South Sea affair vill. 27. About the fubtidy to S. 
cn 65. More fpeeches 154; 162, 164, 243, His ſpeech concerning 
Layer s plot 246. His meſſage about the Pretender's declaration 280, 


a More of his ſpeeches ix. 60, 63, 88, go, 180, 182, 222. His meſſage 


abont the civil liſt 128. About an extraordirary ſupply 213. Debate in 
the houſe of Lords on ſending it to the Commons and at to the Lordz 
arb. Proteſt thereon 220. Debate on ene of his ſpeeches 241. Proteſtg 
on that occaſion 254, 239, 260. His laſt ſpeech 273. Copy of his Let- 


ter to the King of Spain abaut Gibraltar 424. Another. of his ſpeeches, 


conterning the rebellion | x. 46g 
One II. his firft fpeeth to his Parliament in. 276. His meſſage about 
the Queen's dowery, and refblutions upon it 292, 293. His ſpeech at the 
eloſe of the ſeſſion 296. His ſpeech to his new Parliament 324. His 
. anſwer to the Commons repreſentation about the national debt 477, His 
. meſſage about an additional ſupply 378. More of his ſpeeches 379, 383, 
445, $47, 493, 495, 542. x. 14, 17, 303+ His anfwer to an addreſs a- 
bout the Spaniſh depredations 349. His meſſage concerning the marriage 
of the Princeſs Royal xi. 155. More of his ſpeeches 242, 243. i, 282, 
285. His meſſage to the houſe of Peers concerning a vote of credit 171, 
Debate thereon 172. To the houſe of Commons 224. Debates thereon 
225, 235. His ſecond meſſage about the Princeſs Royal 28 1. More of 
bis ſpeeches xili. 185, 187. xiv. 145. He opens a feflion of Parliament 
by commiſſion 172. The Lords commiſſioners ſpeech in his name 173. 
- His meflage to the. Prince of Hats 410. And the Prince's anfwer to it 
411. Debate about a matter of form is reading the ſaid meſſage 470, 
More of his ſpeeches 2v. $19, 421. His anſwer to the Commons addreſs 
absut the Spaniſp depredations xvi. 201, To the Lords on the ſame ſub- 


4 a 


* 


-* je& 410, More ſpeeches 472, ; His meffage as to his younger 


children xviii. 99. Another meſſage of his for a vote of eredit. &c 133, 
\ Debate upom it 134. More of his ſpeeches 203, 205. His meſſage ſent 
to the houſe of Commons fingly, and motion and debate thereon in the 
houſe of Lords xix. 314. 315, Ke. More of his ſpeeches 461, xx. I. 
His ſpeech relating to the Queen of Hungary xxi. 487. His ſpeech at the 
end of the ſeſſion Fine 71 . 542 
Gergia,' of that colony, and how it may be affected by the convention 
e (cn x xvii. 319, 320. xviii· 36 
Gerrard, Sir Gilbert, his ſpeech on the right of petitioning i. 328 
Gibraltar, eopy of the letter of K. George I. to the King of Spain about 
ts reſtitution ix. 424. Proteſt in tte debate ahout it 425. Reſolution of 
both houſes ia relation to it 427. Of the late fiege of that place xvii. 


Ltd: Whit: © | . 443 
St. Gilet's church, proteſts in relation to the bill for rebuilding it vii. 67, 68 
Gin-Bill, See Spirituous liquors | | 
Glawville, Mr. bis ſpeech en the third reading of the ſtockjobbing bill zi. 
119. His ſecond ſpeech | 3 149 
Glaſgow, &c. tumults there on account of the Union = 
Glenorchy, Lord, his ſpeech againſt Por teous's bill | xiv 348 
Godfrey, Sir Edmund- Bury, his funeral i. 326. The Commons inquire into 
dis murder n e | 267 268 
Gold coin, motion for lowering it vii. 40. Proclamation for that purpoſe 4! 
Gore, Charles, Eſq; bis ſpeech in the debate on the new clauſes in the mutiny 
bill xxi. 207. In the debate on the bill for manning the fleet 245 
Goudet, proteſt in relation to his trial | 11. 429 


33 
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Cower, Lord, bis ſpeech upon introducing his motion for an amendment to 
an addreſs about the convention xvii. 24. His ſpeech on the two motions 
for an addreſs xx, 104. On cenſuring the motion to remove Sir Robert 


_ Walpole ' ' © : 241 

Grain imported, proteſt againſt an appropriating clauſe in the bill for ſettling 

its price ix. 438. Againſt paſſing the bill | | 442 

Grand Jury in Man efex, debate concerning the diſmiſſing it i. 425-430. 
\ | ii. 1 — 

Great Britain, firſt Parliament of v. 129, bas 

Green, Capt. tragical ſtory of | "xiv. 341 
Greemwich hoſpital, report of | xiii. 27 
Grey-coat hoſpital petition againſt the mortmain bill iv, 


Grievances, Commons addreſs to the Queen about them Alle 333 
Guaranty clauſe, proteſt about it vi. 60, Order'd to be expung'd 65. Or- 
der for diſcovering the printer and publiſher of it ibid. 


Eybbon, Philip, Eſq; his ſpeech on the druggiſts petition xi. 331. On Mr. 


Pulteney's bill to ſecure trade and encourage ſeamen xviii. 377. On the 
motion for raifing the marines in the moſt frugal manner 456. His ſpeech 
and motion for a call xix. 143. His ſpeeches in the debates on the bill 
for manning his Majeſty's fleet | xxi. 232, 362 


LIABEAS Corpus act, bill for ſuſpending it brought into the houſe of 
H Lords viii. 2 50. Proteſt againſt an amendment made to it 251. 
Reaſons againſt the bill 253, Reaſons for it 255, Debate in the Com- 
mons on the ſuſpenfion 270. Abſtract of the bill for it 273 
Habeas Corpus, writ of, argued, in caſe of commitments by the houſe of 
Commons iv. 197. Precedents 198. Reſolutions of the Commons about 


it 207. Proceedings at the court of Queen's- Bench upon it 237 
Hackney coaches, commiſſioners of, proceedings againſt them 111. 8 
Haddington petition xiii. 74 


Haddock, Admiral, motion in the houſe of Lords for his inſtructions, and 


debate upon it xx. 464. Diſagreed to, and proteſt on that occafion 558 


Half- pay officers, debate about employing them | xxi. 70 
Halifax, Marqueſs of, his ſpeech againſt ſtate oaths i. 90 
Halifax, Earl of, articles of impeachment againft him, with his anſwers 
iii. 204. His ſpeech on the danger of the church iv. 431. On the Union 
v. 115, 116, In the debate on the treaties of peace and commerce vi. 
166. Againſt the ſchiſm bill 218 


; Halifax, Earl of, his ſpeech in the debate on the ſtate of the nation, upon 


Spain's refuſing to pay the 95,0007. xviii. 189. His ſpeech and amend= 
ment to the motion for an addreſs 300, His ſpeech and motion upon the 
King's meſſage being ſeat to the Commons. fingly xix. 315. His ſpeech 
for the penſion bill 375. On cenſuring the motion for removing Sir Robert 
Walpole xx. 242, On the motion for Admiral Vernon's inſtructions 435 
Hamilton, Duke of, affair of his patent dropt | v. 431 
Hampden, Mr. his ſpeech for the excluſion bill i. 356. On his Majeſty's. 
meſſage about Popery and the plot 370. On his meſſage about Tangier 
402. On the King's ſpeech 4617. He opens the conference between the 
Lords and Commons, in the Convention Parliament ii. 189. His motion 
in favour of the Hanover ſucceſſion vi. 84. His ſpeech for repealing the 
— act 417, His ſpeech opening the impeachment of the Earl of 
on. 


495 
Hampſbire election, petition on it preſented, and Mr. Liſe's ſpeech on the 


occaſion xiij, 224. The anſwer to it | : 226 
Handaſide, General, his ſpeech in the debate on the new clauſes in the mu- 
tiny bill ; xxi. 213 


Hanmer, Sir Thomas, his ſpeech againſt the Sth and yth articles of the treaty 
of commerce vi. 104. His ſpeech ſhewing the Proteſtant ſucceſſion to be. 
in danger 196. In the debate about the army vii. 31 
Hanover dominions, proteſt on rejecting a clauſe in relation to them ix- 209 
Hanover ſuccefſion, bill for it, in Scotland iii. 410, Speeches about it iv- 
o T. XXI. 0 0 2 438, 
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482, 435. A motion in favpur of it, rejected vi. 84. Reſolution about 
it ibid. Debate about its being in danger 154, 195, 197 
Hande ſueceſſion clauſe in 1702, liſt cf the Commons for and agaiuſt it v. 
285. Anſwer to it by the new miniſtry 291. Reply 294. A more 
_ Hanover, houſe of, bill for their precedene vi. 430 
 Hamwer treaty, debate on ix. 195. Commons addreſs. of thanks for it 203. 
Debate in the Lords on the ſame 204. Their addreſs of thanks 211. 
How we procur'd allies to it xviii. 440, 441. Of the meaſures taken in 
purſuance of it n 337 CO 92509 . 14 
Harboord, William, Eſq; his ſpeech for the excluſion bill i. 332. On his 
Majeſty's meilage 372. On his meſſage about Tangier 403. Againſt Po- 
pery and arbitrary government | | ABT 439 
Horcourt, Sir Simon, (afterwards Lord Viſcount, and Lord Chancellor) his 
ſpeeches on the caſe of Afoby and White iv. 65, 119. His ſpeech in rela- 
tion to the trial of the Earl of Oxford vi. 481, On the mutiny bill vii. 5 
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Hardwick, Lord, (the preſent Lord Chancellor) his ſpeech on his Mage 
meſſage about a vote of credit xii. 195. In the debate on the Quakers 
tithe bill xiii. 524. His amendments to the ſmuggling bill xiv. 68. And 
debates upon them 70, &c. His ſpeech concerning riots 190. On Por- 
tecus 's bill 275, 279. In relation to the army xvi. 325. About the Spa- 
; niſb depredations 365. Againft a Satire, intitled, Manners 'xviii. 183. 
On the petitions againſt the convention 239. On the motion ſor an ad- 
dreſs approving-the convention 366. On the bill for ſettling the portions 
of the King's younger children xviii. 107, On another meſlage for a vote 
of credit, &c. 152. His ſpeech for war, after Sparn's refuſing to pay the 
95, 00 J. 197. On the motion for an addreſs 277, 297. On the King's 
meſſage ſeat to the Commons ſingly xix. 325, 352. On the two motions 
for an addreſs xx. 84. On the motion for removing Sir Robert Woalpcl: 
190. On the motion for Admiral Vernon's letters 454. On the motion 
for Admhial Hoddeck's inſtructions 517. Oa the method of augmenting 
the army * 5 5 Sn 9 55 xi. 56 
arley, Mr. Speaker, (afterwards Earl of Oxford) his ſpeech in the caſe of 
Aſbby and White iv. 12, 85. See Oxford ; 
Harley, Edward, Eſq; (now Earl of Oxford) bis ſpeech on the motion for 
. removing Sir Rebert Walpele xx. 306. On the new clauſes propos'd to 
be inſerted in the mutiny bill a 155 li. 140 
Hartington, Marqueſs of, his ſpeeches on the caſe of Aſbby and bite iv. 
| 53, 119, 122 
Havwerſham, Lord, the Commons demand juſtice againſt him foe his ſpeech 
at a confereace iii. 202, 203. His anſwer to their complaint 216. The 
Lords diſmiſs the charge againſt him 225. Proteſt in relation to him 453. 
His foeech on the ſtate of the nation iv. 474. Concerning the Union 
"with Scotland v. 110, 118. His ſpeeches about the Scotch invaſion 228, 
+. 5g . & $0 TY. . | | „ 235 
Hates, Sir Fobn, his ſpeech on the caſe of Aſhby and Mbite iv. 42 
Hay, William, Eſq; his ſpeech in the debate on the ordinary eſtimate of the 
navy xix. 314. On the bill for manning the fleet xxi. 40g. On the pe- 
tition againſt it 453. On the clauſe cffer'd by Mr. Dighy © 457 
Heatbeote, George, Eſq; (now Alderman) his ſpeech on an amendment of- 
fer'd to the Commons addreſs ix. 506. On the exciſe fcheme xi. 35. 
Oa the charitable corporation affair 153. On the number of forces 360. 
On the motion for repealing the ſeptennial act xii. 109. On the South. 
curl petition xiii. 250. In another debate on the army xv. 455. On 
the Weſtminſter abbey petition 472, 479. On the bill for "enforcing the 
2 act xxi. 411. On the motion for papers relating to the Spaniſh depre- 
nr e 201 a6 $03. 8k2 xix. 74 
Henry VII. the alteration be made in bur eonſtitution, and its effect with re- 
Herwey, Lord, his ſpeeck againſt reducing the army x. 54. Oa he ing 
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Jobbing bill xi. 138. On the charitabſe corporation affair 151. On the 
. officers . bill 444. On the King's meſſage for a vote of credit xii. 218, 
In favour of the Quakers tithe bill xiii, 521. About the Spaniſb depreda- 
tions xvi. 405. In a debate occaſion d by the King's ſpeech. about the 
convention xvii. 89, On the moton for examining the Sourb Sea directors 
214. On the motion for an addreſs approving the convention 423. On 
the bill for ſettling the portions of the King's younger children xviii. 108. 
In the debate on the ſtate of the nation, upon Spain's reſuſing to pay the 

- 95;0001.. 196. On the motion for an addreſs 264, On the penſion bill 
xix. 433, On the two motions for an addreſs xx. 100. On the mation 
for Admiral Yernon's inſtruQtions 427. On the motion for Admiral Had- 
docks inftrutions 537. On the method of augmenting the army xxi. 5a. 
H:ſſian troops, debates on ix. 347, 513. Proteſt againſt maintaining them 


473. Motion for diſchargirg them X. TY | 
High-church preſbyterians in Scauand xiv. 295 | 
High treaſon. - See Trials | = N 
Highlands, proteſt agaioft the bill for diſarming them 3 6. 1 
Hill, Sir Reger, his ſpeech for the excluGon bill i. 360 i" 


Hinton, Lord, his ſpeech in a debate about the army xvi. 28 1. His ſpeech 
and motion for an addreſs, and debate upon it xviii. 207, &c. His ſpeech 
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on the penſion bill 7 : xix. 380 | 1 ; 
Headley, Biſhop. See Bangor, and Saliſbury b 1 4 
Hobart, Lord, his ſpeech ſeconding the motion for an addreſs xvii. 23 LH 
Helderneſs, Earl of, his ſpeech and motion for an addreſs xx. 14 1 
Holt, Mr. Serjeant,. (afterwards Lord Chief Juſtice) his ſpeech in the Con- HAN 
| vention, about the word abdicated ii. 195. His opinion with regard to 1 
5 the Ayleſbury men iv. 248. His death and character VV. 261 1 
Home- made ſpirits, Mr. Valpole s motion for the encouragement of them, iÞ- | 
and debate on it | 8 | x. 451 45 
3 Hooper, Mr. Serjeant, his ſpeech on the caſe of Aſbby and White iv. 116 1 
Haper, Edzvard, Eſq; his ſpeech on Mr. Pulteney's bill to fecure trade and 1 
f ng Far 1 | Xviti. 361 1 
ier, Admiral, proteſt in the debate on his expedition ix. 432 14 
* Hoſpitals, publick, conſider d | | b | cir; 49; . Wil 
0 Hoſpitals in Briſtol, proteſt againſt the bill for erecting them vii. 74 1 
0 Howard, Sir Robert, his ſpeech about the wacancy of the throne He 237 1 
. Hewe, Jab, Eſq; (afterwards Lord Cbhedꝛuor th) his ſpeechi in relation to Sir 4 il 
2 Jobs Barnard's ſcheme xv. 260. On the motion for an adgreſs approving 1 
h the convention xviii, 40. On Mr. Pulteney's bill to. ſecure trade aod-en- 17 
ie courage ſeamen 356. On occaſion of the piece, intitled, Conjiderations on bo That 
z. the embargo, &xe. | xx. 362, 372 1 
on Hungary, yon of, King's ſpeech relating to her xxi. 487. Debate in the Bt 
8, | houſe of Commons on the addreſs propoſed in anſwer to it 489. Copy of $44 
35 the adireſs, with the King's anſwer 507, 508. Motion in purſuance of 15 
12 ou addreſs for granting the ſaid Queen 300, ooo l. with the debate upon 1 
e- Hunger ford, Sir G, his ſpeech againſt Popery and arbitrary government i. 4.37 1 
57 Hutcheſon, Archibald, Eſq; his ſpeech againſt repealing 1 vii. | | 1 
of- Ir 8 Toy | | Pend. 71 1 
If Hyde, Lanorence, Eſq; (afterwards-Earl of Rocheſter) bis ſpeech againft the Wk 
a excluſion bill i. 338, 336, On the King's meſſage about Tangier 401. mL 
the See Rocheſter, Earl of F 87 710 1 
On Hyndford, Earl of, his ſpeech in favour of the Earl of Holderneſi's motion Wh 
the for an addreſs ai off er fy of XxX. 18 Wilt 
re- Hynd Cotton, Sir Jabn, his ſpeech to order xi. 52. On the motion for an 7 th g 
74 addreſs 253. On the motion for the repeal of the ſeptennial act xii. 10g. Wl! 
Shi On the Norfolk petition xiii. 15. On the Southroark petition 250. In a 10 i 
147 | debate about the army xv. 448. On the motion for an addreſs in anſwer TR! 
ck⸗ to his Majeſty's ſpeech about the convention xvii. 129. Ona the motion 90 
ding 3 for papers relating to the convention xix. 134. On the bill for manning 10 ! 
his Majeſty's fleet | Xx. 280, 349 Mit 
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AMES Il. declarations of the Lords and Commons in England, and of 
the Eftates of Scotland, concerning bis miſgovernment ii. 258, 26c, 


Proteſt againſt the bill for attainting his wife iii. 454. See York, Duke of 


Sir Foſeph, his ſpeech on the caſe of Aſoby and WÞree iv. 76, In fa- 
- your of the Duke of Ormond vi. 341. On the motion for an addreſs vii. 
372. His ſpeeches on the S. S., ſcheme 376, 386, 393, 394. Oa the 
ate ſcheme xi. 32. On the Charitable Corporation affair 147, 163. 
On the number of forces 375. xv. 459. Reſolutions mov'd by him againſt 
1 liquors xiii. 346. His ſpeech on a bill for inforcing the act againſt 
them d | Xvi. 412 
Fenkins, Sir Leoline, his ſpeeches againſt the excluſion bill i. 341, 353, — 
383. ii. 62, 141. On the King's meſſage about Tangier i. 412. He re- 
uſes to carry Fitzbarris's impeachment to the Lords, which occafions 
warm ſpeeches 5 | | | ii. 108 
eſuĩits. See Papiſts 
La, Earl of, his ſpeech on the ſalt bill x. 256. On the mutiny bill 287, 
439. His ſpeeches in the debate relating to the S. S. company xi. 165, 
171, 185, 225. His ſpeech in the debate on the bill for the marriage 
portion of the Princeſs Royal 198, In the debate concerning the ſinking 
Fund 206, Againſt the motion relating to the Duke of Bolton and Lord 
Cobbam 473- On his Majeſty's meſſage about a vote of credit xii. 210, 
3 to the Scotch petition 516. Againſt the bill for explaining the 
Scotch wrongous impriſonment act xiii. 176. About the riot at Edinburgh, 
and in favour of the city xiv. 206. On the motion for examining the 
S. S. directors, about the ſum mention'd in the Span proteſt xvii, 218. 
On the petitions againſt the convention 232. On the motion for an ad- 
- dreſs approving of it 477. On the motion for an addreſs in anſwer to the 
King's ſpeech xviii. 299. On the motion for Admiral Vernon's inſtructions 


51 Mr. bis ſpeech in the debate about the army Vii. 22 
l, 


; : XX. 40 
Immorality and profaneneſs, the Commons addreſs about iii. 103. — 
ings againſt 105 


Impeachments, proteſt about their continuance from Parliament to Parlia- 
ment ii. 442. Reſolutions that they are not ſuperſeded by a prorogation 
| | : vi. 477 
Impreſs warrants, arbitrary practices of officers in executing them nix. 265 
Impreſſing, debates about that practice xxi, 286, 287, 321, 330, 341, 342, 
| 350% 357 
Impriſonments, arbitrary and illegal, by the privy council, Mr. Bootb': 
' ſpeech againſt them | | | ii. 147 
Indemnity, See. Oblivion 4 
Indulgence. See Diſſenters 
Infection, proteſt on the bill to prevent it viii. 184 
Inquiry, parliamentary, into our late conduct, debates concerning the neceſ- 
ſity and expediercy of it xix. 46—94, 278, 291, 295. xx. 94, 387, 396, 
£ c. 5 
Infurances of ſhips, copy of the bill to prevent inconveniencies ariſing from 
them xxi. 459. Debate on its being read a ſecond time 461, Advan- 
tages ariſing from this trade 464. Frauds committed in it 468, 471, 
b "5 47% 
Jatereft on the publick funds, Sir John Barnard's propoſal for reducing it to 
3 fer Cent. xv. 99. A propoſal publiſh'd on this occafion 114. Debate on 
Sir Fobn Barnard's propofition 117. Arguments for it ibid. The anſwer 
144. Reply 169. Mr. Vinningtan's ſpeech on the ſubje& 211. The 
pſwer to it 213. Speakers in the debate 222, 223. Sir Robert Walpole 
peech 259. Anſwer'd by Sir oba Barnard 260, Speakers for and againſt 
- committing the bill . J OG Be orb 261 
Tones, ir, Joſie, proceedings againſt him . 19, 21 
Jenes, Sir iam, his ſpeeches for the excluſion bill i. 387. ii. 53, 123. 
- On: the King's meflage about Tangier i, 399. On diſmiſling a grand jo'7 


I N D E X. 


in Middleſex 425. On the dangers from Popery 459, 476. On the King's 
ſpeech 466. On commitments by either houſe of Parliament 486; On 
the Triſp plot ii. 38. On Fitzbarris's caſe 136 
ournals read, in relation to admitting petitions to be heard againſt money 
bills, — occaſion of a petition againſt the gin bill xiii, 362, Debate 2 
the affair * 4 
Treland, addreſs of the Commons on the ſtate of it ii, 360. Molyneux's 22 
of it cenſur d iii. 116, Debates about the forfeited eſtates there 133, &c. 
Proteſts in relation to granting an aid by them 435, 437 
Veland, debate of the Commons on the bill for ſecuring its dependency vii. 


268. Narrative of the affair which gave octaſion to it ibid. Reſolutions. 


of the Lords of Ireland in the caſe of Sber lock and Anneſley 270. Their 
repreſentation concerning their juriſdiction 274. Duke of Leeds's proteſt 
in relation to it 289. Their reſolution in a parallel caſe 293. Reſolutions 
of the Britiſþ Lords upon their proceedings 295. Copy of the act for ſe- 
curing the dependency of that — 296. Of the embargo laid on 
proviſions there : xxi. 2 5 

Inf plot, debate upon it 

Judges, - proceedings in Parliament againſt them a. 1 Mr. Boas 8 


ſpeech about their corruption 177 
Judges, queries to be propos d to Seeg on occaſion hg Porteaus's affair xiv. 
234 

Julius Ceſar” s maxim in war xvi. 41 


Juſtices, Mr. Booth's ſpeech on ſome Mogan out of commiſſion ii. 170 


EENE, Mr. debate on a . — relating to his concluding and figning 
\. the convention xix. 94—133 
Kelly, ſeiz d at Graveſend vi. 240 
Kelly, proteſt on his trial viii. 329+ Proteſt againſt bis bill 344. Agaioft 
refuſing to examine him on the Biſhop of Rocheſter's trial | 357 
Kentiſh petition iii. 164. Proceedings againſt the petitioners 165 
Kerr, On. Lords addreſs about him v. 139. Reſolutions of the —_— 
- againſt him 
King and his government, and the miniſters and their isi, a ail 
tinction always to be made between them 54 xiii. 126 
King can do no wrong, the meaning of that maxim xix. 276 
King's ſpeech, wben it firſt degan to be echo d back paragraph by paragraph 
in addreſſes xvii. 56, xx. 5, 13, 77, 84, 92» The modern practice with 
regard to the motion for an addreſs in anſwer'to it 10, 11, It is to be 


conſider d in Parliament, as the ſpeech of the miniſters 22, 23 
King and Parliament, of the harmony between them xx. 93, 97 
King William and Queen Mary Conquerors, a pamphlet, order'd to be burnt 

ii. 359 
King, Mr. (afterwards Sir Peter, Lord King, and Lord Chancellor) his ſpeech 
on the caſe of Aſoby and White iv. 111 


Knight, Mr. Caſhire of the S. S. company, a letter from him at his going 
off viii. 6, Commons reſolutions about him 8, 10, 15. More proceed- 


ings in relation to him PRs: 30, &c. 53, &c. 72, 34 
LL dare eſtates, when the liberty of deviſing all forts of them — — 
iv. 1 17 


—— eſtimate of the charge of, for 1736 xiii. $50 See Army, 


and Forces, 


Land tax for 2735 xiii. 79. For 1736 448. For 1737 xiv. 48 

Land tax bill read by the Lords Lords, the preamble. to/ which gives 3 
453 

Land taxes, account of their produce for ten years ir. 532 


Lands, bill to reſtrain the diſpoſition of them , whereby the ans 2 5 
unalienable, See Mortmain bill 


| » petition of, againſt the Bae | } | | _ 10 
Lauderdoh, CI 9 
, 1 refs: - 
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Law proceeding, bill for their being in Engl/p, IC wk 


IX, 81 
4 , of the expreſs words of them, and the meaning and Kae 
them xxi. 131. Cauſe of their obſcurity and uncertainty | 140. A 1 
fl inction with regard to their meaning and intention 
Lawſon, Sir Wilfred, his ſpeech on the motion for an addreſs. x. 24. 19 
ſpeech and motion on the Spaniſb depredations ns +. . 342 
Lay patronages in Scotland, an account of them . 465 
Layer, Chriſtopher, debate in the houſe of Lords thowt's printing 1 trial vil. 
288. Proteſt againſt the delay in publiſhing it 290. Other proteſts on 
the ſame occafion 292, 294.  Apainft the reſolution about the proofs of 
is plot 297. Debates and reſolutions of the Commons about it 301. Ad. 
dreſs of abhorrence of it 307, 308. Conference between both houſes 2. 
bout it 310, Committee of Lords  appotated to inquire. into it 311. 
Thanks of the houſe given them 315 
Lechmere, Mr. (afterwards Lord) his motion in favour of the houſe of Han- 
over v. 309. His ſpeech concerning the rebellion vi. 363. In relation to 
the trial of the Earl of Oxford 488. His ſpeech and motion with regard 
to Mr. Knight viii. 35. His ſpeech on a meſſage being ſent to the Com- 
mons and not to the Lords ix, 21. On the motion for W 
'600,000 l. at 4 per Cent. 
Ledbury, of the diſpute there between the ſoldiers and the people 1 , 
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Lee, Sir Thomas, his ſpeech upon the articles of impeachment againft Lon 
Chief Juftice Scropgs ii, 28. Upon the wacancy of the throne 244 
Leeds, Duke of, reſolution to impeach him iii. 29. His defence in the houſe 
e Lords 30. His plea in the houſe of Commons 31. His ſpeech con- 
fider'd 33. Farther proceedings in relation to him 35. His proteſt againſt 
N > — relating to the juriſdiction of the Viſb houſe of Lords vii, 289. Sec 
0 Dan 
Leg, Col. bis ſpeech againſt the excluſion bill | 8 „„ 
Legion letter, and memorial 8 ii. 166, 167 
Legiſlative and executive powers in free opts.” and the ſubordination 
of the latter to the former ix. 208 
Lentbal, William, Eiq; his ſpeech bn the King's meſſage about Tangier i. 
410 
Letter from a perſon of quality to his friend in the country, concerning the he 
ſeſſion of the long Parliament 1.71 
Letter from a parliament-man to bis s friend, e the 1 5th ſeſſion of the 
ſaid Parliament l 
Levee, Sir R. Vs deſeribd | XxxłX. 171, 172 
Levies, abuſes in raifing the new ones xi. 37, 38 
Liberty may be in danger, tho” the outward forms of it may be kept up xx 
214, 215 
Liberty of the preſs, how it may be affected by the play- houſe bill xv. 310, 
311. Lord Chancellor's notion of it xVite 184, 185. Mr. Lyttleton's ac. 
} count of it 205 
. Licences from the crown to alienate i in mortmain, addreſs for Fi 7.3 
| Life-guard, reaſons for diſbanding it i. 63, 64 
Lincoln, Biſhop of, his ſpeech for the bill to repeal the chin act, 80 Vile 
105 
Lindſay, Patrick, Eſqz his ſpeech againſt Porceous's bill! xiv. 29% 
Lifle, Mr, his ſpeech on the Hampſhire petition xiii. 224 
Lift of the houſe of Commons, which fate from Oftober 21, 1680, to . 
nuary 10, following it. 73 
Lift of the Parliament which met by prorogation Wovenber 9, 1703 iii. 464 
Lift of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal who voted for and againſt the oc- 
- eaſional conformity bill iv. 412 


Lift of the Lon who votd for and n Dr, Sechoverel v. 266. os 
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Lig of the Commons ſor and agaioſt the Hanover ſucceſſion clauſe in 1702 


„ ene ies Out N 96120-4229 1 208 V. 28 ö 
Lit of the firſt Parliament of K. George I. . * — 
Lift of Peers from K, James I's acceſſion, Ic. vii. 12 Of alterations 

made ih the houſe of Commons from the beginning of Henry VIII, Sc. 
136. Obſervations on theſe two liſts 7 * 


| PRs 
Lift of Scotch Peers _ 5 5 vii. 142 
Lift of the firſt Parliament of K. George II. ix. 299 


Lift of thoſe who voted for and againſt the exciſe ſcheme i. 53, 64 
Lift of thoſe who voted for and againſt the repeal of the ſeptennial act xii. 


80 a + I8S 
Lift of the Lords who voted for and againſt committing the Quakers tithe 


bill rar: WRITES 0 . ul, 52.5 
Liſt of the ſecond Parliament of K. George II. xiv. 148 
Liſt of voters for the convention, with their falaries xviii. 61. Of voters 

againſt it 76. Of thoſe who were abſent RE 83 
Liſt of Lords who voted for and againſt removing Sir Robert Walpole xx. 257. 
Of ſpeakers in the houſe of Commons for and againſt it 338 
Liſting the Queen's ſubje&s, debate about the bill to prevent it vi. 248 
Liſts of Lords who voted for and againſt two queſtions relating to the S. S. 


( ( ; xi. 176, 189 
Liſts of controverted voters, debate about 


| Xi. 475 
Litchfield and Coventry, Biſhop of, his ſpeech on the danger of the ro 

| | iv. 48 
Liverpool petition againſt the ſpirituous liquors bil! ii. 368 
Liverpool petition againſt reviving the ſalt duty, and counter-petition x. 264, 
| 9 


Locle, Mr, his account of ſome fate proceedings, and of a famous debate in 
the reign of K. Charles II. i. 71-115. His converſation with Lords 


Clifford and er about the declaration of indulgence 75 
Lickwod, Richard, Eſq; his ſpeech in the debate on the bill for manning the 
fleet xxi. 398, In the debate on the inſurance bill | 467 
Logwood. See Campeachy 

Lembe, Sir Thomas, bis petition x. 101» Debate on it 102 


Londm, its privilege with regard to petitioning the Parliament xi. 95. Bill 


for regulating its elections. See Elections in the city of Londen 
London petitions, See Petitions 


Londen, Biſhop of, his ſpeech on the danger of the church iv. 432 
Lonſdale, Lord, his ſpeech in the debate occaſion'd by the King of Spain's 
not paying the 95, ooo J. xviii. 196 


Lords addreſſes in anſwer to ſpeeches from the throne, to K. William ili. 935 
144, 232. To Q. Ame 242, 261, iv. 467. v. 97, 307» vi. 92, 125. 
To K. George I. 313. vii. 5, 91, 204, 368. viii. 167, 263. ix. 65, 92, 
185, 223. To K. George II. 278, 327, 386, 450, 499. X. 20, 304. xi. 
247. Xii. 321. xiii. 205. XIV» 175. xv. 322. xvii. 101. Xvili. 301. xx. 
109. See Addreſſes | i 
Lords, houſe of, fits in three capacities CES: xx. 96 
Lords and Commons, diſputes between them about their privileges i. 115, 
&c, 163. About the Earl of Danby, &c. 291, 292. About the Lords 
impeach'd for the partition treaty iii. 174, 18 5, &c. 197, &c. 224. A- 
| bout the Ayiſbury men. See Aſpby, and Ayl:ſpury. In the caſe of 
Boucher, &c, iv. 310, &c. About the Earl of Oxford's trial vi. 504 
Lords proteſts. See Proteſts ; : 


Lords, five, ſent to the Tower on account of the Popiſh plot i. 225. Pro- 
ceedings about them 


295 
Lords impeach'd on account of the partition treaty iii. 1 54, 156. See Par- > 


tition treaty 1 N | 
Lord Chancellor's ſpeech at the opening of the 26th ſeſſion of the long Par- 
liament i. 190. At the opening of the 17th ſefſion' 208 
Lords commiſſioners ſpeech at the opening of a ſeſſion of Parliament in the 
bein of R. Gorge I. 1 
: 5 
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Lords juſtices ſpeech to both houſes upon the pr wb and R. G 
8 7 —— Their ſpeech at the ay the { me 
Lord 1 s ſpeech at the opening of the 14th bam of of the long Pal? 


l. 6 
i . — Duke of, his letter to Q. Anm, in favor of the Pretender 0 0 
Loſs of a bill in che houſe of Lords, ſpeeches upon it ii, 103 
Lowe, Alderman, though a Diſſenter, oppoſes the declaration of indulgence, 
and promotes the teſt act i. 45 
Love, William, Eſq; his ſpeech. on the filk weavers petition — i, 367 
| Lovel, Lord, his ſpeech againſt a Satire, intitled, Manners xvii. 182. On 
cenſuring the motion to remove Sir Robert Walpole | 44 „ £6: 240 
Lowndei, Mr. bis ſpeeches on the caſe of Aſbby and White iv. 54, 124 
Lerutber, Sir Villiam, his ſpeech on the motion for repealing the ſeptennial 
act xii. 108 
1 Laras. Lord, bis ſpeech upon reading the ſubfidy bill a ſecond time, in the 
houſe of Lords i. 5. The treatment it met with, and the effect it yo 
upon their Lordſhips 
Lucy, Thomas, Eiq; his ſpeech on the King's meſſage about Tangier i, fg 
Lutwyche, Mr. his ſpeech agaioft taxing the Papiſts _ x. 478 
Lyddall, Mr. his ſpeech for repealing the triennial act Vi. 402 
Lyttelton, Sir Thomas, his ſpeeches for a regeney inſtead of a bill of excluſion 
ii. 121,134, On the caſe of A/Þby and I | iv. 115 
Lyteelton, George, Eſq; his ſpeech in the debate about the number of forces 
xv. 410. On the motion for an addreſs ia anſwer to his Majeſty's ſpeech 
about the convention xvii. 125. Again on the number of force: 205, 
Againſt the motion for an addreſs approving the convention xviii. 49. On 
the motion for raiſing the marines in the moſt frugal manner 467. On the 
mation. for papers relating to the convention xix. 112. In favour of the 
motion for a place bill 15 On Mr, Pultency's motion for a call of the 
- Houſe 235. On the bill for manning his Majeſty's fleet xxi. 386, 388. 
In the diſpute between Mr. * and Mr. Pitt ö | 424 


ACCLESFIELD, Earl of, impeach'd of high crimes and miſde- 
meanors ix. 102. Heads of the articles againſt him 114. Heads 
of his anſwer 120. Commons replication 137. Lords appoint a day for 
his trial 128, Rules to be obſerv'd at it 141. Liſt of the managers a- 
gainſt bim 143. Speaker's ſpeech to them 145. Judgment againſt the 
4 Earl, and ad reſs relating to his fine 147. Proteſt againſt trying him at 
the bar of the houſe 160. Againſt rejecting the motion for diſabling ow 
171, 172. Againſt allowing him to ſit in Parliament 
tb, Sir Humpbrey, bis ſpecch in the caſe of Aſpbhy and White iv. "ob 
: Maclean, Sir Jobn, proteſt concerning his narrative lit, 462 
Magiſtrate, difference between his being aſſiſted by the poſſe of the county, 
. . and a body of regular troops xiv. 202 
Malt bill, debate on it ix. 267, Proteſt on W 1 270 
Malt tax, when iotroduc'd xix. 217 
Man Mr. Robert, order'd into cuſtody 1 .215. .-o 488 
Mancheſter petition for building a work houſe for the poor ix. 51 1. A coun» 
ö ter petition 5 512 
Ne Manner, a Satire, debate about it i xvii. 178 
1 - Marine eſtabliſhment in 1704, Lord Polevarth' $ wk and motion for it xix. 
I 115 1. Debate upon it 2, &c- 
16 5 Marines, Mr. Sandys's ſpeech and motion for raiſing them i in the moſt fru- 
22 manner xviii. 450. Debate upon it 456, Ke. 
riſebal, Earl, his proteſt in relation to the Union | v. 43 
. Duke of, Queen's meſſage about him iii. 267, Commons 
- addreſs: upon it 268. His ſpeeches in the debates on the affairs of Spain 
v. 136, 137, 381. A debate about him is the houſe of Commons 420. 
Reſolutions againſt him 421. His caſe and vindication WF himſelf vi. 1. 
CENTER „ 246, 17 
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Marlborough, Duke of, bis ſpeech and motion for cenſuring the motion to 


remove Sit Robert Walpole 
Mary, Queen, See William and Mary 
Maſe, Sir Richard, his ſpeech againſt the exelußon bill i. 38 5 
Maynard, Mr. Se jeant, his ſpeeches in the Convention, upon the word 


xx. 238 


abdicated, and the vatanqy of the throne ii, 197, 198, 225, 226, 227, 


228, 249 
Meaſures. See Publick meaſures | X 
Merchants petitions about the Spaniſh depredations ix. 405, 422. Reſolu- 
tions of the committee appointed to confider their complaints 430. More 

of their petitions againſt them 520. K. 10. Their petition in 1738, xv. 
482. Alderman Perry's ſpeech on preſenting it 483. Debate about hear- 
ing them by themſelves and counſel, or by themſelves or counſel 487. 
Their petition againſt-the convention, and Lord Carteret's ſpeech on de- 
livering it xvii- 229, Debate how they ſhould be heard 232. The like 
debate in the houſe: of Commons 242. See Spaniſh depredations, and 
Canvention | 
Meres, Sit Thomas, his ſpeech on the caſe of Aſcby and & bite iv. 83 
Meſſage from the King, debate in the houſe of Lo ds about a matter of form 
in reading it 205 xiv. 470 
Meſſages from the Crown to the Parliament, three forts of xix. 354 
Meſſages from the King to the houſe of Commons fingly, and debat=s 
thereon in the houſe of Lords ix. 216. xix. 3 


Merbuen, Mr. (afterwards Sir Paul) his ſpeech for the bill of attainder - 
gainſt Sir Fobn Fenxvick iii. 79. He reſigns vi. 469, He oppoſes the bill 


in favour of the late Lord Bolmgbroke ix. 135, His ſpeeches on the ex- 
ciſe ſcheme | 3 e | xi. 16, 26 
Militia, of a well regnlated ore \ : xv. 17, 12. xvi. 31 
Mil er, Mr. Serjeant, his ſpeech againſt the motion in fav.ur of the late 
Lord Bolingbroke i | 7 CR ix. 135 
Miniſter, the Engliſb and French fignification of that word xviii. 18 5, 186. 
Of the ſeveral parliamentaty metheds of removing one xx. 115, 116. 
No ſole prime minifter according to our conſtitution 2.9. See Walpsle 


Mobs, the oifference between them here and in Scotland x v. 294 
Moderator, in the controverſy about the peerage bill Vil. 213 
Mcbun, Lord, his ſpeech in relation to the affairs of Spain v. 335 


Moteſwwrrth, Lord, his ſpeech on the motion for an addreſs vii. 471. In re- 
lation to the South Sea ſcheme 395. About the ſubſidy to Seweden viii. 


| | 68 
Moliere and the Prince of Conti, tory of XV. 309 
Milyreux's eaſe of Ireland cenſur'd by the Commons | iti. 116 


Money fer the ſervice of the year 1735, account of the diſpoſition of it 
xii. 238. See Sums | | 


Money bill paſs'd, and how prepar d | i. 290 
Money bills, three famous conferences between the two houſes about them 
i. 10. The Lords reaſons 13. Precedents cited by them 16. Their pro- 
viſo 19. The Commons anſwer to their Lordſhips precedents 2 1. Pre- 
cedents cited in favour of the Commons 26. Their anſwer to the Lords 
reaſons 29. Their Lordſhips reply 33. Debate about admitting petition- 
ers to be heard againſt them, in the affair of the pin bill xii, 36r, &c, 
The ſpeaker's ſpeech. about amendments made to them in the houſe of 
Lords xiv. 120, How the caſe now ftands with reſpect to them between 
the two houſes | xix. 361 


Moorage of ſhips, debate about the experce for that article xix. 303, 307, 


Ws | 309, 312 
Montague, Ralph, Eſq; (afterwards Duke of Montague) his ſpeeches for the 
excluſion bill i. 325, 355. His ſpeech and motion for ſecuring frequent 


| Parliaments 435. For an aſſociation 447 
Merdaunt, Col. bis ſpeech in the debate about the army xv, 427, On the 
motion for an adureſs approving the convention  Fvill. 59 
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More, Robert, Eq; bis ſpeech in the debate on the bill for manning the fleet 
3 "thy ER i OC [ 
Morpeth; Lord, his ſpeech and motion for eit the army SI 1-0 | 
Mortmain bill b-ought-in xiv. 1. Several petitions againft it t, &c, 8, 9. 


4 


The bill committed, and account of licences addrelb d for 7. Clauſe for 
extepting the univerſities admitted, with à previſo relating to adyowſons 
8. The bill ſent to the Lords, and their proceedings upon it 10, c. De- 

date upon it in tne hovſe of Lords 14. Arguments in favour of it ibid. 

z anſwer 27. nnd rn en Mee OW. 

Mountagu, Mr. accuſes the Lord Treaſurer Danby to the houſe, and produces 
two of his letters i. 238. Two of his letters produc'd by the Lord Darby 

Mulgrave, Earl of, his ſpeech vpon the bill tcuching free and impartial pro- 
ceedings in Parliament 8 8e Buckingham, | Sheffield Duke of 5 
| Muſgrawe, Sir Cbriſtopber, his ſpeech in the caſe of Afbby and White iv. 120 

Muriry bill, debates on it vii. 44, 47—64. Proteſts againſt it 60. viii. 189. 
Agaieſt an amendment in it 298. More debates on it ix. 69. Protetis 
in relation to it 86, 462, 472. Debates again on it in the houſe of 

Fords x. 28 5, 492, Paſs d and proteſted againſt 442. Debate on a mo- 
tion for a clauſe to be added to it xiii. 30. te upon new clauſes in- 
- ferted in it xxi. 114. Second debate on the ſame ſubject 198. The clau- 

ſes themſelves as amended 209, Third debate on the fame fubje 210, 


ATION vunequally repreſented | 0 
National debt, proteſt on the ſtate of it viii. 248, 229. Debate about 
it ix. 350. Reſolutions on it 352. Commons repreſentation of the 
ſtate of it to the King 356. His anſwer to it 477, State of it, &c. 
laid before the houſe 522. State of it laid before the houſe of Lords x. 
397. State of it, as it ſtood in the years 1733 and 1734 xiii. 1. Ar- 
other Nate of it xv. 112, 113. See Debts ooo 
Navy, addreis of the Lords about the miſmanagement of it v. 151. Re- 
port of the Lords committees conceraing it 152. Lord High Admiral's 
anſwer to the report 179. Lords committees ſecond report 198 
Navy, debate on the ordinary eſtimate of : | | XiX, 300 
Navy, debate on the bill for ſpeedier manning it. See Fleet 3 
Navy debt, proteſts in relation to it viii. 172, 176, 190, 224. On abuſes in 
victualling the navy 211. Eſtimate of the navy debt xi. 268. Another 
tate of it | n a | xiii. 233 
avy eſtimate, mcticn for referring it to a ſeiect committee xiii. 9. Debate 
upon it, and arguments for it 10. The anſwer 16. Reply 21. Speakers 
in the debate 30. Another motion to the ſame purpoſe 257. Arguments 
for it ibid. The anſwer 262. Reply 266, Speakers in the debate 273 
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; Navy-eftimate for 1736 WIT xiii. 228 
| Negative of the court of Aldermen, clauſe for eſtabliſhing it ix. 111. See 
Wet Elections in the city of Londen | 
"89 Negot iatiors and treaties for tweaty years paſt xvi. 484, &c. See Treaties 
IHR Newcaſtl, Duke of, his ſpeech on the mutiny' bill vii. 50. On the ſalt bill 
FOUR X. 250. On the penſion bill 233. Again on the mutioy bill 406. Hi 
IHR | ſpeeches relating to the Seuth Sea company xi. 161, 168, 179, 232. His 
1 1 ſpeech relating to the Princes Royal's portion 198. In the debate con- 
N 100 ; cerning the firking fund 204. On the officers bill 448. On the King's 
3 j 11. | - meffage for a vote of credit xii. 172. His ſpeech and motion on the 
1 0 Scorch petition 400. His ſpeech ia the debate upon the army xvi. 242. 
. In the debate abeut the Spaniſh depredations 380. In the debate on the 


motion for an addreſs, relating to the convention xvii, 32. His ſpeeches 
upon the conve::tion's being laid before the hopſe of Lords 171, 173, 175: 
He ſpeech in relation to the bill for ſettling the portions of the King's 
younger children xvili. 103. His ſpeech and motion on another meſſage for 
a vote of credit, Sc. 134. He acquaints the houſe that Spain had not 
Faid the 95, 00 l. 182, His ſpeech en that occafion 183. Oa the * 
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af che natld#, upos the all eifel of Spain 199; On the motion for an 


% 


addreſs 228. On the King's maſſage ſeut to the Commons ſingly xis. 

342. On the penſion bill 423. On the two motions for an addreſs xx. 
42. On the motian for removing Sir Robert Walpole 146. On the me- 
tion for Admiral Vernon's inftruftions 385. On the motion for Admiral 
Haddoeb t inftrutions 472. On the method of augmeating the army 
New England memorial xi. 157. Reſolution thereupon . 13858 

Neynoe, Lord Towwnſbend's account of his examination viii. 334. Depoſitions 
- Toncerning him | 3517, 

No ſearch of our ſhips on the open ſeas ſhould be infiſted on xvii. 74, 78, 


: STS FS HERE ET r 98, 308, 309 
Nel, Willians Ec bis ſpeech in relation to the amy x. 73. On the bill 
| for the ſpeedier manning his Majeſty's fleet | xxi. 318 


Neel Somerſet, Lord, his ſpeech on the motion for repealing the ſeptennial act 
Ai. 83. On the amm ©... ; xv. 335 
Non-Reſiſtenee, the abſurdity of that doctrine largely ſhewu ii. 294, &c. 
Non - Refiſtenes oath, debates and protefis in relation to it i. $2, cc. 
Nerfolk, Duke of, proteſt againſt the bill for diſſolving his marriage iii. 435 
Debate on the, King's, meſſage relating to him viii. 275. Proteſt againſt 
Nerfolk petition (complaining of an undue election and return) preſented xiii. 
215, Sir Fobn Hynd Catton's ſpeech againft hearing it fo ſoon ibid. Mr. 
Pulteney's f on the ſame occaſion 216. The anſwer 2 20. A farther 
account of it xiv. 473 · The ſitting member's complaint and reaſons 
 475- The anſwer _ 92 82 5 
Nerris, Admiral, his ſpeech on the bill for regiſlering ſeamen xix. 249. On 
the motion for papers relating to the conduct of our Admirals xxi. 86. In 
the debate on the bill for manning the fleet e 1 B45 M05 
North and Grey, Lord, his ſpeech about the Union v. 115. A rider offer d 
by him to be added to the act 125. His ſpeech againſt ſetting a price 
upon the Pretender's head vi. 156. In relation to the trial of the Earl 
of Oxford 480. On the South Sea bill - vii. 298 
Netingbam, Earl of, his ſpeeches in the Convention, upon the word abdica- 
ted, and the vacancy of the throne ii. 197, 205, 213, 228, 250. His 
peeches about the Union v. 101, 116, 119. In the debate on the affairs 
of Spain 380, 384. la the debate on the motion for diſſolviag the Union 
vi. 102, On the treaties of peace and commetce 166. Oa the ſchiſm 
bill | 1 | 220 
* 2 8 bh ; O. : 2 
ATES, Dr. Tus, examin'd by the Commons about the Peprfo plot i. 225. 
His information againſt ſeveral perſons 268, 277. Proteſt upon cen- 
Auring a paper of his ii. 454. On refuſing to reverſe the judgment a- 
gainſt him 458. Upon the amendments to the bill for reverſing it 457 
Oaths, what renders them familiar and contemp:ible, and what not xix. 393 
Oaths of. allegiance, proteſt on the bill for abrogaticg them ii. 444. On 


the Commons amendmeats to it 457 
Oblivion, act of, difference between it and an act of indemnity 1X, 113 


Occaſional conformity bill, proceedings ia relation to it iii. 270327, - The 
act as amended and agreed to by the Lords 328. The bill loſt 332. 
Brought in again, and proceedings of both houſes upon it iv. 387. Speech 
for it in the houſe of Commons 383. Biſhop ef Sarum's ſpeech againſt 
n in the houſe of Lords 392. Another ſpeech againſt it 404. Other 
ſpeakers againſt it 407» The bill rejected, and abſtract of it 408. Liſt 
of Lords who voted for and againſt it 412, Bill for repealiog part of it, 
as afterwards paſs gd | | vii. 99, &c. 
Officers. and ſoldiers, their abuſes in demanding ſubſiflence money in their 
quarters h 1:3 


Ofticers bill, debates. on it in the houſe of Commons xi. 38 5. Copy of the 
bill as preſented to the houſe of Lorss 440. Debates upon it in that houſe 
442. Queſtion carried againſt a ſecond reading of it 464. Earl of Scar- 

Pp2 borough's 
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Ogle; Sir Chaloner, - Motions and adreſle relating to the deley of 


3 — of. See WILLIAM 


1 N D E A. J | 
eech for rejefting it bd. \Proteſd. 4 5 


Offices in Scotland, bill for ene chem by ballot, and Mr. Belt 


ſpeech for lt „Mentis 82, 33 
ft 2 

Gore. xi. 89 ä 

Oglethorpe; Jamer, Eſqz his ſpeech on the motion for. u addreſs x, — 00 0 
the ſutzar colony bill 94. On Sir Thomas s- petition 102, 107, 
On * of the ene MT meer 195) Per Porteous's bill 


xiv. 351 


Old big. a 8 in favour of the peerage bill, abſent of vii 157, 
The Pleheran's anſwer -. 


176 
Paſlow,- Arthur, Eſq; 8 f the 8 of Commons) "his. 4 to 


the King on preſenting money bills x. 467. xix. 454. His ſpeeches in 
the houſe on various ſubjects x. 98, 327, 328. Li. 378. xiv. 120. xv. 487. 
Xvi. 416, 424. Xxi. 261, 436, 443,45. e ſpeceb, &c, 


nl, Demzil, Eſq; his caſe iv. 20 Notes 
Onſlow, Lord, bis ſpeech on the mutiay bill A 80. About the Scocch peti- 


tion Ins 399- Pa the: King's meſſage. ſeat aa che ena xix. 
331 


Orange, Prince of, bill for his naturalization xii, 170. = Princeſs Royal 


Ord, Mr. his ſpeech on en. of x piece, anne Confer ation on the em · 


bargo, &c. XX. 371 
Order, debates about Wii. 297 ar. 422, 434, 442 
Order of the day, debate about calling for it 81 X XV 415 
Ordinary eſtimate of the navy, Lord Baltimore's ſpeech. oxaiaſt it, ap debate 

upon it ix. 300 
Ordnance, cflice of, eſlimate of the charge of it for 1736 iii. 232 


Orford, Ruſſel Eat! of, articles of impeachment. againſt him, with his au- 
-ſwers iti. 175. Replication of the Commons 1 Day nes for his 
trial 186. He is acquitted 4 1224 


Orford; Earl of. See Walpole, Robert, Eſq; | 
vt Duke of, debates in both houſes about bis declining to fight vi. 44, 
Proteſt againſt the order for it 46. He js im impeach d of high tre- 


7 340343 Debate abopt it 341 
Ocph ans bill, proceedings againſt perſors alles of — in relation to it 
iii. 14 

Ofterd Eaft India company 2406609 145 evi Bas AK. 63. 
Qutlaw'd perſons, votes agaiaſt them vi. 157 
Orenden, Sir George, his ſpeech on the abuſes i in chancery i ix. 100. On the 
o: qinary eſtimate of the na xix. 307 


Oxford, Fatl of, Lord Tieaſu, er, his ſpeech about the Union vi--201. | His 


3 pprov'd 158. He is impeach'd 33%, 339, 348. Debate about 
1175 e articles of impeachmeat 346. His ſpeech in the houſe of Lords 351. 
Debate on reading his anſwer to the impeachment 357. Account of his 
trial 496, Committee for managing his impeachmeat 482. Their re- 


port 483. Debate on the motion for defi.ing a longer time for the trial 


4384. He is brought to his trial, and the Lord High Steward's ſpeech 
493. Debate about the method of the managers proceeding, and Ciffe- 
 Tence between the two houſes about it 803, 504+» Tbe Commons reafors 
506. The Lords reaſ1rs.509. A f ce conference defir'd upon it, and 
fefus d by the Lords 511, 514. Commons anſwer to the Lords reaſons 
© He 3. The Earl acquitted 519. Vote for an LOVER againft bim 520, 


is ſpeech cn the mutiny bill | vii. 47 
Oxford, Parliament, 6ghates i in it 12 ii 95—142 
e univerſity petition ataloſt the mortmaio bill W . We 3 


P. 
\ACKINGTON, Sir Jahn, bis ſpeech conce: hing the Union v. 105. A- 
bopt the 8 of Begod ey 313. On the peerage bill vii. 241 


Palm, M. de, his memorial x. 48 5. Motion for layiog it before the houſe, 


wee ahoye jt 44. e eee Be 7442 
a 


e 


IN D E X. 


palner, Mr. his pee on we cherten corporation affir 4745 


Paper money ii. 785 
Papers moved for in relation to the Spaniſh depredations, with the "debates 

: xvi. 4, & xvii. 131, &c. Xix. 28; 46 
Papers in hue to the ae See Convention 


Papiſts, proclamations againſt them i. 227, The bill for diſabling them: to 


fit in either houſe” of Parliament'233, 236. Bill for baniſhing them pro- 
e 446, 447+ "Mr. Bear's ſpeech for it il. 273. Debates on taxing 
icing Ws 285. ix. 58. Mr Lutzoyche's ſpeech againſt 1 * Xo 478. 


Farther debates and proczedingy upon it 0 433 
papiſts and Jeſuits, addreſs of both houſes againſt W . 3 C 0 Up 47 
* free and zeueral, erg g between the two houſes in relation to 
Vi. 521 

Parkhurſt, Fobn, EG; bis ſpeech on the — — 45 20 363 


Parliament, the long one of K. Cbarles II. the proteſtation, with reaſons of 
ſeveral Lords for its diſſolution i. 166. The debate or arguments for diſ- 


ſcleing it, and calling frequent and new ones 1683. The Duke of Buck- 


ingbam's ſpeech to prove it diffoly'd 195. It is diffolv'd by Proclamation 
250 

Parliament, the bill touching free and impartial proceedings in it 11. br" af 
Earl of Mulgrave's ſpeech upon it 454. Commons repreſentation on the 
King's refuſing his afſeat to it 366. Proteſt on rejeQtirg it 478, 430 
Parliament of placemen, what an one it would be xix. 188, 189 
Parliamentary intereſt in the army cenſur' xxi. 95 


Parliaments, Mr. Bootb's ſpeech for their fitting ii. 164. 4 juſt and mo- 


deſt vindication of the proceedings of the two laſt in 1680 375. Their 
antient conſtitui ĩon xii. 52, 53 
Parole evider ce, queſtion relating to it Ui. 473 


: Partition treaty, Lords and Commons addreſs 8 it iii. 148. Proceed- 


ings about it 152. Lords impeach'd on account of it 154, 156. Addreſs 
to remove them 161. Counter addrels of the Lords 163. Difference be- 
tween the two houſes about them 174. Rules for their trial 207. Their 
Impeachments diſmiſs'd 225. Peoteſts in relation to the treaty, and the 
impeath's Lords | | 442—451 
Patronages, bill to reflore them in Scetlard v. 464. Reaſons apaiuſt it 465. 
Scorch minifters repreſentation 2gainſt it vi. 40, Scotch petition againſt 
patronages in K. George's I's reign = xiii. 98 
Peace, Queen's ſpcech communicating the terms on which it might be made 
vi, 49. Commons addreſs on the cccafion 56, Debate in the houſe of 
Lores 57. Queen's ſpeech about its being concluded 89. Addreſſes" of 
thanks thereupon 92, 93- The Commons addreſs approving it 109. Ad- 
*grels cf both houſes upon it, as ſafe, honourable and advantageous 199. 
Þapers call'd for relating to it, &c. 168, 198, 328. Committee of ſe- 
crecy to examioe them 329. Debate about their report 336 
Peace ard commerce, treaties of, debates about them vi. 164 
Peerage bill vii. 112. Kiag's meſſage thereupon 113. Reſolutions of the 
Lords is relation to the peerage 116, Abſtracts of pamphlets againſt 
and for the bill 144, 157, 176. A pecular kind of ſpeech for it 188. 
The bill dropt for the preſeat 195. Moved for and paſs'd the next ſeſſion 
by the Lords 206, 208 More pampblers avout it 208, 213, 217. De- 
bate oo it in the heuſe of Commons. ang principal ſpeakers for ard a- 
painſt it 230. The Commons reject it 246, Remarks on this affaie 

xix. 36 
Peers, preteſt on their trial ia full Parliament : ii. 467 
Per's, Lids of, from King James Iſt's acceſſion, &e. \ vii. 119. An inquiry 
into the manner of creating them, by the late Lord Chancellor We/# 
Appendix, p. t 
Pe'bom, Hem y, Eſq; his ſpeech on the bill to prohibit lending money to fo- 
reign Princes, Fc. ix. 488. ON the motion for an addreſs x. 34. On 
the army 64, $4. About vatancies in it 89. About Chelſea hoſpital 113. 
Ab: wt ap; 1y ir g 509;000), of the firking fund 374. Ia relation tg the = 
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IN DU EX! 


dite ſcheme 393 · On the motion for an addreſs &i. 45 . On the moth 
S for inſtructions to our miniſter in Poland 290. Oo the motion relating 
Ltco the war between the Empetor and France 31. On the drugęiſts peri. 
tion 336. About the number of forces 359. On the '6fficers bill 422. 
On che place bill 527, On the motion for repealing the ſeptennial act zl. 
233. Ia avother debate about the army xv. 457. On the Spaniſb depre- 

- dations xvi." 3, 63, 162. On the petitions againſt the convention xvii, 249. 


On the motion for an addreſs approving the convention xviii. 92, On Mr, 


Puten 's bill to ſecure trade and encourage ſeamen 327.  Apainft the 


motion for a place bill xix. 168. Againſt the motion for removing Sir 


2 Robert Walpole xx. 273. In the debate on the corn bill xxi. 8, 2), 41, 
On the motion for papers relating to the conduct of our Admirals $3, 
On the failing of the Freneb and Spaniſh ſquadrons 108. On the motion 
for Admiral Vernon's letters 109. On the new clauſes in the mutiny bill 
1 54, 201. On the bill for manning his Majefty's fleet 255, 299, 364. 
In the conteſt between Mr. Walpole and Mr, Pitt 424. On the petitions 

a gainſt the fore mention'd bill 429, 430, 443. In the diſpute abcut order 
detween Sir Jabs Barnard and Sir Robert Walpole 435. Oa the motion 
for an addreſs relating to the Queen of Hungary | | 519 
Pembroke; Earl of, his ſpeeches in the Con vention, about the vacancy of tte 
throne VV 
Penal laws, their increaſe xx. 178. How they may be made uſe of to over- 
awe elections N „„ 5 WEb: 729 
Penſion bill, proteſt on the queſtion for committing it, &c. ix. 465. A- 
-Eainſt rejating it 470. Copy of it 475. It again paſſes the Commoes 
511. Proteſt on its being rejected in the houſe of Lords 548. Copy of 
it 545. Letter from Cambridge relating to it 551. © Arguments againtt it 
X. I, Biſhop Sberloct's ſpeech againſt it 2. Arguments in favcur of it z. 
Difference between this and the former bill 8. Motion in the Commons 


on its being rejected by the Lords 10. Again brought in 45. Motion in 


relation to it, and Mr. Pulteney s ſpeech 1432. Debate on it in tre houſe 
of Lords 277. Proteſt againſt rejecting it 284. Another debate on 


- brirging it into the Commons 318. It paſſes them, and is rejected by 


the Lords 353, 296. It again paſſes the Commons and is ſent up to the 
Lords Xix, 367. * Lord Walpole"s ſpeech and motion againft committior it, 
and debate thereon 3 . 368, &e. 


Penfion and bribe, the diſtinction between tbem ix. 478 
Penſior ers and placemen in Parliament, ſpeeches and reſolution againſt them 


in K. Charles reign i. 488, c. Mr. Booth's ſpeech againſt them ii, 160 
Penſions and Salaries, Sir Charles Sidey's ſpeech againſt them ii. 327. Pre- 
teſt. on the motion for a lift of the m end 
People, that no general ſuſpicion was ever rais'd among them without a juſt 
ground: e ON U OE, eee nen 
Perry, Mr. Alderman, his ſpeeches on the ſogar colony bill x. 92. 93. On 


Sir - Thomas Lombe's petition 102, 104. On the exciſe ſcheme xi. 11. 


On the druggiſts petition 322. On preſentirg the merchants petition a- 
painft the Spartſh depredations xv. 483. His ſpeech and motion for calling 
for papers relating to thoſe depredations, with the debate upon it xvi. 4, 
Sec. His ſpeech 2gainft the ſugar bill xvii. 110. On the bill for marnirg 
his Majeſty's fleet 15 ri. 413 
Peterborough, Biſhop of, hie ſpeech for the bill to repeal the ſchiſm, &*. 5 
| e W 2 F Vit. IC 
Peterborrugb, 'Ea'l of, debate about him, and the affairs of Spain v. 135. 
The five que ſtiors put to him, with his anſwers 333. His opinion at the 
council of war 353. His ſpeech concerning the affai-s of Spoin 379: 
Lord Keeper's ſpeech to him, returning bim the thanks of the houſe of 
Lords 388. His anſwer 389. His ſpeech about the Union vi. 99, 100. 


Againſt repealing the triennial act 392. On the bill fer ſuppreſſing blaſ- 


pbhemy viii. 48. A remarkable ſaying of bis xvü. 351 


Petitioniag the Sovereign, the ſubjects right to it, with ſeveral precedents 


1. 299, &c, Speeches and reſolutions about it 328, 329, 339 


Pe.itivns 
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Petitions for, proteRting their Majeſties ſervants, proteſt. on refuling them fi. 
; | toy oO dy 20 es dre ai ent et 07 een $79 
Peritions apaloft, the.exciſe ſcbeme, with debates . 9598 


Peririons; concerning. undue cleQions and returns, and proceedings and de- 
bates upon.t £ m . + 46 g 5 Sand 10% N 10 G xiii. 2155 222, 224, 449 
Petitions agaioft the, Spaniſh depre lations. See Spaniſh depredations 


Petitions agalaſt the convention, and debates upon them — xvii. 226, 242 


* 
— 


4 


petitions againſt ſome. clauſes. in the bill for manning his Majeſty's fleet, with 
debates upon them --.. . xxi-425, 426, 428, 431 
Pitt, William, Eſq; his ſpeech: in a debate upon the army xv. 431. Againſt 
the motion for an addreſs approviag the convention xvii. 43. On the 
motion for papers relating to the conduct of our Admirals xxi, 87. In the 
debates on the bill for manniog his Majeſty's fleet 356, 405. Mr. Wal- 
fole 3 ſpeech. agairſt him, reflecting on bis youth and acting a theatrical 
part 418. His anſwer 420. His reply to Mr. Winningten calling to order 


Place-bill. a ſpeech occaſion'd by it in Q. Anne's reign v. 298. - Brovght in 
again, Oc. vie 96, 137, 164. Debates upon it xi. 492—524+ Brought 
in again, in 1735 Xii. 78... Speakers for and againſt it 99. Propos'd and 
dropt in 1736 440. Mr. Sandys's motion for one in 1740, and debate 
upon it xix. 145. Proteſt on rejecting it in 1741 xxi. 215 

plate and penſion, the difference between them „ „„ el 

plan of politieks with repard to foreign affairs, the right one, and how it was 
purſu d xx. 303, Sir Robert Walpole s plan, and how he purſu'd it 311, 
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Plantation trade, . proteſts relating to it : --4 44 
Play: houſe bill, proceedings and debate upon it xv. 301. Earl of CBeflerſeld's 
ſpeech again ſt it 302 


Player, Sir Thomas, his ſpeech for the excluſion bill i. 343 
Plebeian, a pamphlet againſt the peerage bill, abſtract of vii. 144. His an- 


{wer to the Od Whip | | 176 
Plummer, Walter, Eſq; his ſpeeches about the army x. 56, 67, 82, 85. On 
the motion for regulating fees 99. On the ſalt bill 151, 221, 234. On 
the motion for an addreſs 313. About bringing in the penſion bill 322. 
About the Spaniſb depredations 348. On the exciſe ſcheme xi- 93. On 
the motion relating to the war between the Emperor and France 316. 
On the druggiſts petition 333. On the number of forees 365. On the 
motion for repealing the ſeptennial act xii. 105, On his . Majeſty's 
meſſage about a vote of credit 234. For reducing whole regiments xiii. 
210. On the Coventry petiticn 223. On the Southwark petition 252. 
lo the committee of ſupply about a ſubſidy from Pertugal 263. On Per- 
teour's bill xiv. 363. In another debate on the army xv. 458. Upon ta- 
king the merchants petition againſt the Spaniſh depredations into — 
tion > 7 + e e Hu IS" 
Planter, bill againſt him viii. 313. His trial 331. Two proteſts 1 
333. Proteſt againſt paſſi ig the bill againſt bim | 335 
Poland, debate on a motion for the in ſtructions to our miniſter there xi. 289. 
Debate on the ſame in the houſe of Lords xi. 54. Arguments for it 55, 
The anſwer 57. Reply 61. Affairs of, on the death of King —_— 
Pdlexfen, Mr. his ſpeech upon the vacancy of the throne ji. 221, 225 
Polkoarth, Lord, his ſpeech againſt Porteous's bill xiv. 359. On the army 
xv. 402. His ſpeech and motion for the marice eftabliſhment in 1704 
xix, 1. His ſecond ſpeech on the ſame ſubject 11. His ſpeech- og the 
motion for papers relating to the Spano depredations 41 On the motion 
for Papers relating to the convention 127. On the ordinary eſtimate of the 
enpey, ſtory of him ö | xv. 308 
Poor, reſolutions relating to them xii, 95. . When the preſent method of 
Providing For thern was eftabliſhed-ziy, 43: A more particular account of 
2 8 "Lo. + oe | 1% oaning obey x5 S430 r 
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INA DGE X. 


it 43. Methods of providing for them by their reſpective pariſhes and by 
- publick hoſpitals, compar d 47, &, 


Popery, proceedings of the bouſe of Commons againſt it. i. 312, &c. De- 


bate on the King's meſſage abaut it 368—376 


| Popery and arbitrary government, debate in, a. grand committee how to f- 


cure the nation from it i. 433450. Reſolutions of the houſe thereupon 
| | 447. 454, 460, 461 


Popiſſi plot i. 21 6, 217» The Commons enter into. the examination of it 


223. Addreſſes of both houſes upon it 224. Commons grand reſolve a- 
bout it, to which the Lords agree 225, 226. The Commons. proſecute 


the examination of it 267, 269. A general faſt on account of it 250 


| Popiſh prieſts. See Romiſb prieſts 


Popiſh ſucceſſor, meaſures propos'd by K. Charles to ſecure the nation from 


dangers under one 1. 235 


Porteous, Captain, refolutions of the Lords in relation to bis murder xir, 


211. Their proceedings upon them 212. A debate upon the motion for 
ſending for the Scorch judges on this occa ſion 214. A copy of the bill a- 
gainſt the Lord Provoſt and City of Edinburgh on account of the ſa d gen- 
tleman's murder 216. A debate concerning the ſentence paſs'd againſt 


him 219. Arguments for reſolving that his trial and condemnation were 


* 


erroneous ibid. Arguments againſt that motion 224. Speakers in the 
debate 234. Queries to be propoſed to the judges ibid. Arguments for 


the Scotch judges being examined at the table, or on the wool-ſacks, and 


not at the bar 236. The anſwer 245. The reply 253. Speakers in 
the debate 268. Farther proceediogs on the bill, and ſeveral ſpeeches in 
relation to it 268, &c. Proceedings on the bill 1a the houſe of Commons 
279. The bill very much alter'd 284. Arguments againſt the bill, on 
its firſt appearance in that houſe 286. The anſwer 289. The reply 290. 
Speech of Patrick Lindſay, Eq; on the motion for its ſecond reading 292. 
The Sollic tor General's ſpeech for committing the bill 309. The Lord 
Advocate for Scotland's ſpeech agaiaſt it 318 Several other ſpeeches for 
and againſt it 33 1—363, The bill committed 364. Farther arguments 
- againſt the bill ibid. Argumeats for it 369. Speakers for and againſt 
the bill in the houſe of Lords 373. Ia the houſe of Commons 374 


; Portland, Earl of, debates concerning grants. made to him iii. 52. Com- 


mons addreſs about them 56. King's anſwer 38. Reſolution to im- 
peach him for the partition treaty 


1% 
Portland, Duke of, his motion for an addreſs xvi. 476, His ſpeech by way 


of introduction to it Avi. 19 


Poertagal, Mr. Plummer's ſpeech about a ſubſi ly from thence Fill, 253. Lee 


',  , "Spain and Portugal __ he] bore 2 
Peoſt· Office, a committee appointed to inquice into it xiii, 6. Their report 
| 7 


and reſolutions 


| Poſt; and offices, their great multitude and increaſe xx. 177 
Peultney, Sir William, his ſpeeches for the excluſion bill i. 347+ ii. 3 


wh Pawvell, Mr. bis ſpeech againſt the Earl of Darby i, 272+ Upon the affar 


of Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs il. 35 


11 ' Pcxvell, Mr. ſu ice, his opiaion in the caſe of the Ayl 5 men iv. 244 


| Powys, Sir 


s, bis ſpeech in the caſe of Abby and White iv. 25 
Pragmatick SanQion, an acccunt of it, and by what ſteps it was guaranty 
by us and other powers xx. 36, 38, 39, 41, 47- Obſervations on or 


guarantying it 212,209 

| Praiſe, publick, ought not to be deſpis dd | * xx. 435 

Pierogatives of the own under the cognizance of Parliament xviii. 38. 
be chief uſe of them _ TS Oi ves x; xxi. 24 

Preſbyterians reaſons againſt the ſchiſm bill WS vi. 212 


Preſs, liberty of. See Liberty 


Preſs warrants. See Impreſs warrants 


Preſſing. See Impieſſing 4 


Pretender, addreſſes againſt him vi. 1 14. 117, 199, 246. papers relating 


td o him call'd for 149. Duke of Lerrain's letter to the Queen in hy 


A * D E x 


of him 150. Debate on the motion for ſetting a prices" upon his Eead 
155. Queen's proclamation offering a reward for apprehending bim 242. 
The Commose grant a reward of 100,000; 244. Proceedings of the 
Lords agaioft him 245. King George Iſt's meſſage about bis declaration 
viii, 280. Two feſolutions' thereupon” ibid. Addreſs of both houſes a- 
_ gainſt it 283. The uſe that is now made of his name xvii, 363. xviii. 


Price, Mr. his ſpeeches againſt the grants made to the Earl of Pertland iii. 


| | ads. ad | | | e $$6 
Princeſs Royal, King's meſſage concerning her marriage xi. 155. e 
addreſs thereupom 156 Sum granted for her marriage portion 157. De- 
bate on the bill for it 195. Commons reſolutions of congratulation on 
her 2 2 169. King's meſſage tu the 3 about her 28 1 
Princeſſes, the four younger, King's meſſage in relation to them. See 
cumberland, Dake ß 1 e 


| Prixr, Mr. his acoount of his examination before the committee of ſecrecy 


| . 457 

Priſoners of the crown, diſputes between the two houſes about the houſe of 
Lords taking the examination of them to themſelves iv. 314. Commons 
addreſs to the Queen upon it 317. Lords repreſentation to her 318. 
Commons ſecond” addreſs 333. Lords ſecond repreſentation againſt the 


Commons 343. Precedents out of the Lords journals 357. Out of the 
Commons journals 1 | 375 
Private Adventurers in Queen: E5zabetb's time xviii. 397 
Privateers ſeldom attack one another 8 x viii. 369 


Privileges, diſputes between the two houſes about them i. 115, &c. 163 
Prize - offices, their abuſes xvi. 429. xviii. 337, 338, 346, 351, 379 
Proceeding in Parliament, forms and methods of . 200 
Proclamation, diffetence between it and a penal lac Xx. 32 
Profaneneſs. See Immorality | | 
Prohibited goods. See Contraband 
ProjeQs, fraudulent and illegal. See Bubbles | e 
Propoſal towards lowering the intereſt of all the redeemable national debts to 
per Cent. per Annum N | | xv. 114 
Protections, written proteſt about entering them — . 435 
Proteſtant intereſt, debate on Lord Scanbope's bill for ſtrengthening it vii. 
99. Speeches of ſeveral Biſhops for and againſt it 102, Paſs'd by the 
Lords 109. Debated and paſſed by the Commons 110. See Schiſm Bill 
Proteſtant ſubjects, debate on the bill for uniting them i. 477—485- Pro- 
teſt on it ONS | ii. 448 
Proteſtant ſuceeffion, reſolutions of the Commons about it iii. 145, 146 
Proteſtants and Papiſts, a general teſt to diſtinguiſſi between them i. 6, 
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297... Againſt an amendment iu the mutiny bill 298, Qccafior I 
Eg, the Lords Strafferd and Hay 317» bn relation to the Bi- 
_ hop of Rochefler 323, 338, 3472 34, 357, 369, 372+.) Upon, Plunier's 
. trial 333, 335. Upon Kelly's, Kc. 339, 344+ Vpon the .mutiny bill 
ix. $6, 462, 472. On various ſubjefts 153177, . Againſt. rejefting a 
clauſe relating to the Hanover dominions a0. On the meſſage for an ex- 
traordinary ſupply 220. Ia relation to the King's ſpeech 254, 259, 260. 
On paſſing the malt bill 270. About Gibraltar 425, On Admiral He. 
ſier's expedition 43 · In relation to the bill for ſettling. the price of 
grain imported 438, 442; On various fubjeQs 457473. On reject- 
ing the penſion bill 548. In relation to the ſalt bill x. 268, &c. Againſt 
reſecting the penſion dill 284. Againſt the number of forces 291. A- 
gaiaſt rejeRing a motion in favour of the-finking fund xi. 217. Againſt 
rejecting a motion about the S. S. company 237. Again reſecting the 
als bill 469. Againſt rejecting the motion about the Duke of Balron 
and Lord Cabbam 489. In relation to the election of the ſixteen Scotch 
peers xii. 43+ Relating to the plantation trade 44. To his Majeſty's 
' meſſage for a vote of credit 220. Againſt the application of the finking 
fund, &c. 275. In relation to the Scorch petition and protefts on the 
election of the fixteen peers 490, 512, 519. Ia relation to the bill for 
: regulating the quarters of the army xiii. 132, 434. On rejeRing the 
Bill for explaining the Scotch wrongous impriſonment act 18. Apai 
paſſing the ſmuggling bill xiv..#13, Againſt rejeQting the motion in fa- 
your of the Prince of Val 466. Againſt the addreſs of approving the 
convention xvii. 498, Againſt rejecting the motion relating to the non- 
payment of the 95,000 l. by Spam xviii. 202. On the form of an ad- 
dreſs xx. 106, 108, On rejefting the motion for removing Sir Nobert 
Walpole 246. Another relating to the ſame 250, ' In relation to Admi- 
ral Vernon's inſtruQtions, and letters 446, 464. In relation to Admiral 
Haddeck's inſtructions 558, On rejectiag the Dur of ue motion 
concerning the method of increafing the army 2. 68. Another on 2 
motion for Admiral Yernon's letters 94. On à motion for a fecret com- 
mittee to inquire into the conduct of the war 96. On a motion agaioft 
_ augmenting the army 97. Ona the motion for papers relating to the 
convention 111. On rejecting the place bill in 1741 215. Againſt the 
number of forces in 1741 | 448 .-4> gs 
Protefis, Lord Sunderland's ſpeech on the abuſe of them viii, 222. Farther 
_ debates about them 230. Proteſt againſt limiting the time of them 


Proteſts in the Scorch Parliament iii. 398, 415, In relatzen to the Union 
„ n 
Fraſſia, King of, importance of an alliance with him XViit« 143 
Publick accounts, bill for flating them, and the Commons reaſons for diſ- 
them 333. Lords addreſs upom the ſame 347. Report of the committee 
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| 385, Another report f Vi. 17 
Pu lick credit, refolutions of the Commons for re-eſtab it vii. 53, 
4 60, 64, $8. Their addreſs on the fate of it 148. Their farther reſo- 
in lutiens for te- eſtablihiog it | TE DEE: 154 
14 Pablick funds, bill for redeeming them, Cc. brought in, and after debate 
{644 " Eropp's upon the ſecond reading xv. 253, See Intereſt 
. Publick meaſures, conſidered ia- Parliament not as the meaſutes of the 


ion to them, for ſeveral years paſt * "222, c. 308, kee. 

| Publick money, for 173, account of the application of it x. 47. See Mone) 
 Publick ſpirit of the Whigt, a 12 complaised of in the houſe of 
Tores vi. 130  Their/addrels againſt the author and publiſhers of it 
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Pultency,” Daviel, Eſq; hid ſpeech” againſt che bill to prohibit lending mone) 


ir. 478 
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Pultency, William, El; 


du 


(eng, Earl of Bath) bis ſpeech upon the ſupply 


( | T et 
againſt Sroeden vi. 469, He refigns. ibid. His ſpeech at the conference 


about che plot yitt. 370, His ſpeech on the abuſes in tbe Chancery ix. 


101. His ſpeech and motion about the eivif liſt 130, 131. His mo 


about the publiek debts 193. His ſpeech um the anſcer to the addreſs for 
a particular of the diſtrib re 
amendments to che bribery and corruption kill $36. Oa the motion for 


diſtribution of 125, oo0l. 264, On the Lords 


an addreſs x. 29. Oa the army 78, $6, 336, About vacancies In it 
89. About fees 10. In the debate about Cbeſſea- Hoſpital 109, 116. 


Ja relation to the penſion bill 142. Oa the ſalt bill 192, 218. On'the 


depredations '344, 346. On the motion for app'ying 500,000. of 


the fiaking fund 36, 385. On the petitian againſt the ſugar eolopy bill 
443. On Sir Rovert Walpole*s propoſing the. exciſe ſcheme xi. 37. On 
the report of the exciſe committee 839. On the motion for an addreſs 
256, 263. On the motion for inftruftions relating to the treaty of Se- 


ville 284. On the motion for the inſtructions to our miniſter in Poland 
295, On the motion relating to the war between the Emperor and 


France, &c. 312, 313. On the Druggiſts petition 339, 347. Cn the 


number of forces, 362, 370. On the officers bill 415. On the motion 


relating to the Duke of Bolton and Lord Cobbam 437. On the place bill 


513. On the motion for repealing the ſeptennial act xii. 140. On his 


' Majeſty's meſſage for a vote of credit 272. About the expence of con- 


troverting county electiens, in the debate on the Norfolk petition Xiite 
216. In the debate about ſpirituous liquors 348. Oa the number cf 
forces xv. 365, On the Weftmin/ter- Abbey petition 481. More of his. 
ſpeeches in relation to the Spaniſh depredations xvi. 1, 20, 32, 117. In 
relation to the hill for encouraging the trade to America 416, 417, 413, 
427, 425, 455- On the motion for papers previous to the confideration 
of the convention xvii. 151. Againſt the motion for an addreſs approving 
the convention xviii. 86. On the motion for an addreſs in anſwer to his 
Majeſly's ſpeech 308. His motion and ſpeeches for a bill to ſecure trade 
and encourage ſeamen 326, 335, His ſpeech in anſwer to Sir Robert 
Waſpole, on the motion for giving his Majeſty the advice of Parliament 
430. On the motion for raifing the marines in the moſt frugal man- 


ner 482. On the motion for the marine eſtabliſhment in 1704 Xix. 
4, 12. His ſpeech and motion for papers relating to the Spaniſh depreda- 


tions 46, His ſpeech on the motion for pape:s relating to the convention 
98. On the army augmentation 136. On the place bill 132. His 
| and motion for a call of the houſe 217. His ſpeech againſt the 
bill for regiſtering ſeamen 248. His ſpeech and motion for convention 
Papers 274- His ſpeech in the debate on the ordinary eſtimate of the 
navy 313. On the motion for removing Sir Robert Walpole xx. 307. On 
oecaſion of the piece, intitled, Conſiderations upon the embargo, Ec. 355, 
358. Tn the debate on, the corn bill xxi. 2, 26. About employing half- 
pay officers 73. On the motion for papers relating to the conduct of our 
Admirals 83, $6. On the new clauſes in the mutiny bill 191. On the 
bill for manning his Majeſty's fleet 259, 287, 311, 371. On the Lon- 
petition agaiaft it 446, On the motion for an addreſs in relation to 


the Queen of 


Punch, ⁊ clauſe propoſed for excepting it out of the bill againſt ſyirituous li- 
Ne, . 417, Arguments. in favour of it 473. The anſwer, 419. 


UAKERS reaſons againſt che Elite bill vi. 213. Proteſt againft paſ- 


Q fing their ſolemn affirmation bill viii. 197. Their petition in relation 


do tithes wit. 45 1. Bill for their relief ordered ibid. Petition of the 
clergy of Middleſex, &c, againft it 452, The bill read a ſecond time, and 


_ proceeding upon it ibid. The bill committed 454. Clergy of Surrey's pe- 
tion againſt it 455. Debate on paſſing it in the, Commons 456. Copy of 
it 458, | Counſel heard for and againſt it in the houſe of Lords 473. Ar 
_ Euments for it 474+ The anſwer 430. Reply 496. Speakers for and 
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againſt it 618. Several particular ſpeeches 8 $28, Lee. Lift 

of the Lords who voted for and nai e 3g 525 
Qualification bill dropft xl. 102, 524 
Qoveentine bill, proteſt on rejeRing the "ry of «London's 9 agaiuſt it 
vii. 277, 181. The petition itſelf 178. Three clauſes in the act ibid. 
Quartering ſoldiers in publick-houſes, when the firſt law for it was made xxi, 
121. Several obſervations on this an ae 14k, dec. The hiſ- 
Kory of this affair 176, Ke. 
Quarters of the army, debate on the bill for ropulating them. Xiti, 100% A 
copy of the bill ibid. An amendment offer'd and agreed to 103. Apo- 
ther amendment offer'd ibid. Argument ſor it 104. Anſwer 108. 
Reply 117. Speakers in the debate 123. Motion” for another -amend- 
ment, with the argument for it 124. The anſwer 126. Reply 230, 
Proteſt ——————— 232¹˙ nw Sent oops the ſame 
affair 134 
Quarters, and free quarters, what 8 xxi. 188, 195 

| * . the * s meſſage 3 her uren, * — refolutions upon 
| ix. 2985 293 


R. 

) ATCLIFFE. eg complain d of in a the houſe of Commons vi. 265 
Raymond, Sir Naber, nen s — n again repealing 
the trieanial act £ | i. 439 
Rebellion, Mr. Lechmere's ſpeech. concerning it. vi. 363. 6 king 8 ſpeech to 
both houſes about it x. 46g 
Receivers of the en Sc, motion about them carried in the negative 
| xi. 101, 102 
ReduQion. of the army, motions Gbr and debates on x. 54, 331. Arguments 
- Againſt it 332. Arguments for it 333. Reply 336. Farther debates 
about it 338. And on the motion for an addreſs to that purpoſe 340, 
Another motion for it carried in the negative wii. 274. Another motion 

for it, and ſpeeches for and againſt it xvii. 2395 * See 80 

Reduction of Intereſt, See Intereit 
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Reformation, one of the chief cauſes of it iv. 41 
Regiments, whole, Mr. Shippen's and Mr. Plummer” 8 beeche for reducing 
. them xiii. 210 


Regiſtering Seamen, bill brought 4 in for it, and debate upon it Xix. 244. 
Bill printed, and Lord Gage's ſpeech againſt it 266. Bill dropt 271 
Repriſals, the method of beginning hoſtilities with them cenſur d xx. 46 5 
Reſiſtence, the lawfulneſs of it largely proved, on occaſion of the gentle- 
mens undertaking at York in 1688 | 11. 294, &e. 
Revenues, publick, their ſtate before and fince the Revolution xviii. 172, 173 
| Rice trade, ſome acecunt of it xviii.125, Reaſons for excepting it from 


—— . — — 
— — — 2 : IEEE. 
. T Gat — 2 


L 
—— —— — — — 8 8 — WE — 
— , oe A A RS EEE TAE SC LE 
— 


— — — — 


1 the bill to prohibit the exportation of corn, @c. - xxi. 14, 17 
id Rice and fiſh, the embargo taken off with regard to them xxi. 28, 29 
Riots, ſeveral ſpeeches concerning them iv. 180—206 

Rivers, Earl, his ſpeech in relation to the affairs of Spain Ve 334 


Robinſon, Sir "Thomas, his ſpeech on the petition of the Charitable Corpora- 
ration x. 124. On the exciſe ſcheme xi. 78. hOn the officers bill 398, 
Da the motion for repealing the ſeptennial at xii. 68 
Rebinſon and Thempſon, debate in relation to them X. 495 
Racheſter. ( Alterbury) Biſhop of, his ſpeech againſt the bill for repealing the 
{biſm act vii. 106. Debate and reſolution about him with regard to the 
plot viii. 304. Debate about his puniſhment 314. Debate about his pe- 
tition 322. Protefts in relation to him 323, 328, 349, 357, 369, 372% 
His tial 346. The witneſſes for him examin d 350. Debate in the 
Lotos on the bill againſt him 363. Abſtract of it 374. Biſhop of Sali. 
——— * for it 377. Duke of Mbartan's againſt it ix. 1. Lord 
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Rec er, Earl of, his ſpeech, in che nde about the word abdicared ii- 
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| vi. 
Sailors, their preſent condition xxi. 264, 273, 298. Debate on the clauſe 


aa, Si Free, bs yedh againſt a Papi ureelor oo 6 


Ralle, Mr. his ſpeech for a reduction of the army ; R. 

Romip prieſts, addreſs againſt them, and votes againſt outlaw ' d perſons vi. 157 
Rook, Sir George, ſtory of him and a captain xiv. 330, 331 
Reſſe, General, receives the thanks of the houſe, and for what viii. 54, 55. 


His ſpeech about vacant — | l x. 90 
Royal George, ftory relating to that = xxrxi. 468, 473 
Rnnning of goods, roteſt againft the bill for preventing it viii. 231 


Ruſvut, Sir Fobn, his ſpeech on Sir Thomas Lombe's petition x. 203. In 
the debate about Che/ſea- Hoſpital 113. On the ſalt bill 220. About 
bringing in the penſion bill 323. Relating to the exciſe ſcheme 388. 
His motion for papers xi. 272. His ſpeech on the officers bill 3387 

Ruſſel, Lord, his ſpeech and motion leading to the excluſion bill i. 312. He 

| ſeconds the motion for bringing it in 331. His ſpeech on the King's meſ- 


ſage about Tangier 409. On his Majeſty's ſpeech 465. Again for the 


_ excluſion bill | — 
Ryder, Sir Dudley, (Attorney General) his ſpeech octaſion'd by a piece, in- 
titled, Confiderations on the embargo, &c. xx. 369. On the new clauſes in 


the mutiny bill xxi. 176. On the bill for manning his Majeſty's fleet 
250, 286, 322, 417. He calls Mr. S. Sandys to order 442 . 


Sacheverell, William, Eſq; his ſpeech on diſmiſſing a grand jury in Middleſex 
i. 428. Upon the wacancy of the throne 11, 218, 231, 232 


Sacbeverell, Dr. an account of him and his trial v. 252, &c. Debates in 
the houſe of Lords after the trial 262. Lift of the Lords who voted for 
and againft him 266. Lift of the Commons who voted for and againſt 


| him 269. He is defir'd to preach before the Commons 97 


for limiting their wages in the merchant-ſervice 395. See Seamen 


Saint Jobn, Mr. (afterwards Lord Bolingbroke) his ſpeech in the caſe of Ay 


and White iv. 123. See Bolingbroke | 


 Salifbury (Burnet) Biſhop of, See Burnet 77 
Saliſbury (Headley) Biſhop of, his ſpeech for the Biſhop of Rocheſter's bill viii. 


377. See Bangor 
Saliſbury (Shberhck) Biſhop of. See Sherlock 
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Salt duty, Sir Robert Walpole's motion for reviving it x. 143. Hiſtory of 
the bill 144. Debates on it in the houſe of Commons 147, &c. 218, 
&c,' In the houſe of Lords 237. Protefts againſt refufing ſeveral in- 


ſtructions relating to it 268, &c. Proteſt againg paſſing it 273. The 


aid duty farther continued xiii. 24. Debate in the houſe of Lords on the 


bill for continuing it, and Lord Batburft's ſpeech againſt it I 


37 
Sandwich, Earl of, his ſpeech and motion for Admiral Haddect's 8 : 
| | | xx. 404 


Sandys, Samuel, Eſq; his ſpeech on the ſugar colony bill x. 94. On the 
motion for regulating fees 99. On the motion for an addreſs 309. In 
the debate on bringing in the penſion bill 318, 325. On occafion of the 
motion for applying 500, ooo l. of the ſinking fund 378. His motion 
about abſent members, and debate upon it 394. His ſpeech in the debate 
on the petition againſt the ſugar colony bill 450. In the debate about en- 


couraging home-made ſpirits 453+ His ſpeech and motion for calling for 


the inſtructions to our miniſter in Poland xi. 289, Another motion of his 
about the Emperor's war 311. His ſpeech on the druggiſts petition 328. 
On the officers bill 291. On the place-bill 496. On the bill for en- 
couraging the trade to America xvi. 426. On the motion for papers pre- 
vious to the conſideration of the convention xvii. 134. On the petitions 
Againſt it 298, On the motion for a bill to ſecure trade and encourage 
ſeamen xviii. 332. His ſpeech and motion for raifing the marines in the 
woſt frugal manner 450. His ſpeeeh on the motion for the marine efta- 
bliſhment in 1704 xix. 7. On Mr. Valles motion for papers relating to 
| the convention 106. His ſpeech and motion for a place-bill ** His 
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ſpeech atainſt the bill for 7 ſeamen' 264. On the ordinary eff. 


mate of the Navy 303. His ſpetch and motion for removing Sir Naber: 
. Walpole xx. 253. His ſpeeches occafion'd by the piece, intitled, Conf. 
. rations. on the embargo, Sc, 362, 334. His ſpeech in the debate on the 
. the, cor, bill-xxi..9. - His ſpeech and motion for employing:balf- pay offi. 
cets 70. His ſecond ſpeech on the ſame ſubject 74. On the motion for 
papers relating to the conduct of out Admirals 80. On the motion for a 
"bal for better paving the ftreets of Meſtminſtar 92, 9 AgainR a new 
. clauſe propos d to be inſerted in the mutinꝝ bill 120. His ſpeeches in the 
debates on the bill for mannint his Majeſty's fleet 247, 383, 441. Diſ- 
pute with him about order 442. His ſpeech on the motion for an addreſs 
Sf in relation to the Qaeen of Hungary. 8 4 | * - £IZ 4 757 302 
Sarum, Biſhop of, See Saliſbury, Burnet, and Sherlock k 
Saunderſon, Sir Thomas, his ſpeech againſt the motion for an addreſs approving 
202 — his Geeeb apain8 the exclufen bill 2 925 
ayes, Aan, 1 4 | 1. 
Scarborough, Earl of, his ſpeech in the debate relating to the South Sea = 
. pany. xi. 164, 181, 793, 226. His ſpeech in the debate relating to the 
finking fund 214. His ſpeech for. rejeQting the officers bill 464. Hi; 
. ſpeech in the debate on the Quakers tithe bill xiii. 518. In a debate oc- 
_ eafon'd by his . Majeſty's ſpeech about the convention xvii. 47. ln the 
debate occafon's by the king of Spain's not paying the 95,0004. xviii. 199, 
On the motion for an addreſs, wherein he condemas the convention 272 
chiſm bill brought in vi. 200, 201. Debate in the houſe of Commons upon 
it 202, A letter to a member of Parliament againſt it 205. Reaſons of 
the Preſbyterians and Quakers againſt it 212, 213. Debate upon it in the 
_ Houſe of Lords 215. Diſſenters petition againf it, and further proceedings 
on jt 221. Copy of the bill 224. Proteſt againft paſſing it 231. Bill 
_ for repealing it, with debates upon it | vii. 99-110 
Schutz, Baron, demands a writ of ſummons for the Duke of Cambridee vi. 


* 
+ 
65 


161. Is forbid the court, and ſets out for Hansver 1562 
each clans, remittances to them conſider vi. 158 
Scorch church, bill for the ſecurity of . v. 37 
Seach declaration of rights i. 268 


Scotch. Habeas Corpus bill. See Wrongous impriſonment 
Scorch invaſion, ſpeeches in relation to it ve 228, 235. Votes of the Com- 
. mons, approving the conduct of the government about it 247 
Seotch Judges, debate on the motion for ſending for them on Porteaus's affair 
+ xiv. 214. Debate whether they ſhould be examin'd at the bar, at the ta- 
dle, or on the wool-ſacks | 236 
Scotch members hold private meetings, their remonſtrance to the Queen, 
and her anſwer _ _ Vi. 97 
Scotch Parliament, proceedings of iii. 363. Queen's letter to them 364. 
High 2 ſpeech 366. ho n e = 
| It on ſeveral ſubjefts 370, 375, 333, 337, &c. 400, 406. 'Their f 
proceedings 394, 408, Kc. Acts paſs'd, and High Commiſſioner's ſpeech 


4858, 419. Proceedings of the Parliament in 1704 iv. 415. Queen's 
— 


letter ibid. High Commiſſioner's ſpeech 418. Lord Ch or 
421. Earl of Cromartys ſpeech 424. Speeches about the Hanver foc- 
_ ceſſion 428, 435. Their further proceedings 441, & . Two more 
ſpeeches of the High Commiſſioner 449, 451. Proceedings of the Par- 
lament in 1705: 451. Queen's letter 452. h Commiſſioner's ſpecch 
Se Lord Chancellor's ſpeech 456. Their further proceedings 457 
Proceedings of the Parliament in 1706, relating to the Union v. I. 
[Queen's letter ibid. High Commiſſioner's ſpeech 4. Lord Chancellor's 
1 5. Proceedings about the Union 7, &c 34, Cc. 57, &c. Ser 
non. F: N TiN 
Scotch. Peers, Earl of Rochfer's ſpeech about them pe e 
Scotch Peers at the Union, liſt of * > Vii. 142 


Scotch Peers, proteſt againf rejeRting a motion for chufing the fixteen by bl 


lot xij. 9. Speeches in favour of a motion for preventing me 


IR AE A» ͤ— :?:! ST 5 


69 
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geg Speeches ugainſ the motion 2% Reply ze. Proteſt 


43 

2 thele petition to the houſe of Lords about the eleckion of the 

9 — 1 for 3 xii. 393. Firſt motion upon it 4967 Argu- 
ments for ob {oma Lord and Lord Cholmnndehy's ſpeeches upon it 
399. Duke and motion thereupon 400; Ruſwer' d 
the Earl of Chefs wa Lord Bathw/- 401. The Doke's motion 
agreed to 402. —_— petition taken into confideratinn' 429. Motion 
thereupon, and to ſupport it 430. Anſwer to thoſe reaſons 233. 


Reply 439. Farther debate on the affair ibid. The petitioniog Peers 


declaration, in conſequence of an order of the Lords 442. Motion for 
them to declare facts and perſons 443. Arguments for it ibid. Anſwer 
449. Reply 460. Lord Bathurft's amendment rejected, and the _ 
cartied in the affirmative 466, 467. r- in the debate 468. 
petitioners anſwer ibid. Motion againft it, and 1 for the motion 
471, 42. Anſwer to thoſe arguments 474. * 432. Motion 
agreed to, and protefted againſt 490. Motion for diſmiſſing the petition, 
with reaſons for it 493. Anfwer 497. Reply 508. Motion for farther 
time $10, The petition diſmiſe's 511, ' Proteſt thereupon 512, Andther 
motion, and the anfwer 525, 516. Printed proteſts 66 this vecaſion 
moved to be read, rep mee me 516. Motion about the written pro- 


tes 518. Motion for adjourning on this this vccalion, eartied, and prove 
aun Peets eldeſt ſons, dchate in the houſe of Commons about their ſiting 
Ps l V. by — 
2 electing them ſettled © 
Scrogpe, L. C. — and other Judges il. 1. Hi ths 


warrants to the 1 the preſs 16, 17. Artieles of impeachment 
—— him 22. Debate upon them 23. His anſwer to them 36. His 
ee Me! TE enleny Ml 28 
r on the ſugar colony ar STEIN -\E $5T 
pute about who are to be ſo called ' © wr 

i. 31 


- metits eres, 6. Then — —— and | ealeert in 
the debate 388. ee 16. 

1735. Lili. 244. Debate on the motion for a bill to encourage t 

Aviiis 326. hardſhips and TIT they have of late years 
met with 393. xxi. 23. „ abu for regiſtering them, and debate 
ufon it Ax. 244. — the committee with relation to them 


Sea-ſervice, proteſts in relation toit. 7 in New m£ 
Seceſſion juſtified - uin. 308, 309, 318. if. 423, — 
1 proteſt on. W 
7 ok oh Ni. 9 
Secret ſervice money, its vaſt increaſe . xiv. 452 
Setrets, whether papers containing them may be communicated to Parlia- 
ment XX» 
Security aQin-Seetland ili. 71. Speeches for it 375, 387, t. Proteſt on 
it 398. Farther p it 408. Lord Commiſſioner's ſpeech 
on her Majeſty's refuſing bt ber aſſent to it 415. Another att in the enſu- 
Parliament iv. 443+ High Commiſſioner's ſpeech on paſſing it 449 
committee to A Bs acrounts of the Navy, motions for one, 
jol debates upon them xili. g, &c. 257, c. See Navy eftimate. The 
3 nenen loch committees e accounts and 
2857, 266 
— Yon, Ef; bl eech ba a bebate on the army xv. 454» * 
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I N D E X. 


| the motion for a place - bill 


e aft, Mr. Bromley's ſpeech and motion for repealing it Xit. 51, De. 


te upon it 56—154. Lift of thoſe who voted for and againſt the re. 
peal 154. See Triennial 3 Wh LS) 3 
Services incurr'd in 1735, not provided for by Parliament xriii. 242 
Seville, treaty of, proteſt againſt a reſolution concerniog it ix. 448. Debate 
on a motion. for inſtructions relating to the execution of it xi. 272, De. 
| bate on the ſame in the houſe of Lords xiii, 67. Argument for it ibid. 
The anſwer 68. Reply 70. Obſervations on that treaty xx. 64, 126, 


| | I27, 1 

* Sir Edward, his ſpeech on the caſe of A/bby and White 15 — 
Shaftſoury, Earl of, his ſpeech to both houſes againft the Butch, &c. i. 46, 
| Coe manner and eircumſtances of his turning againft the court 40, 50, 


"ſi is diſcourſe with Mr, Locke in favour of the indulgence granted 


ſenters 75. His. ſpeech concerning the true Proteſtant Religion, agaut 

the high church notions 98, 99, 100. His ſpeech upon the debate of ap- 
pointing a day for the hearing of Dr. Sbirlgy's cauſe 151. His ſpeech 
upon the tate of the nation 273. His ſpeech concerning the Popiſh plot, 
bill of excluſion, &c. . mo 
Sherlock, Biſhop, concerning his ſpeech againſt the penfion bill ix. 550. The 
© the convention xvii. 329. Another ſpeech of his againſt the penſion bil 


2 | — 
Sherlck and Ameſtey, reſolutions of the Lords of Ireland in their caſe il 


A Danes 1 xxi. 386, 38 
ip-money in & 1's | it | 389, 390 
Shippen, William, Eiqz his ſpeech on reading the Earl of Oxford's 9 i 1. 
358. Againſt repealing the triennial act 404. On the meſſage for 2 
170 ly againſt Seveden 461. In relation to the trial of the Earl of 0x- 
| fird 486. His ſpeech about the army, for which he is ſent to the Tower 
" vii. 13, 20, 21. On the motion for an addreſs 202. About the South. 
| Sea affair 370, 391. vii. 40. Another ſpeech on the army ix. 97. On 
the meſſage for an extraordioary ſupply 213. Againſt increafipg the re- 
| venues of the civil liſt 284. On the motion for an addreſs x. 26, 310, 
Oa the army 347. On the motion for applying 500,000). of the finking 
fund 380, 387. In relation to the Charitable Corporation 499. On the 
motion for an addreſs xi. 251. On the motion for inſtructions about the 
| treaty of Seville 282. On the army 361. On his Majeſty's meſſage 
for a vote of credit xii. 225, 242. For reducing whole regiments xiii, 
210, Againſt Porteour's bill xiv. 331. On the motion for an addreſs xv, 
326. On the army 435. Againſt 8 it for 1740 xix, 18, 
n the motion for an addreſs relating to the Queen. of Hungary xxi. 511 


-  .; Ships, debate on the bill to reſtrain building them for foreigners _ viii. 216 
* © Gbirley, Dr. proceedings in the houſe of Commons on an appeal being 


brought by him, Oc. in the houſe of Lords, agaiaſt Sir aba Fagg, and 
others their members _ i. II5, &c. 163 
Shrewſbury, Duke of, his ſpeech in relation to the affairs of Spain v. 383 
Sidtey, Sir Charles, his ſpeech againſt exorbitant penſions and ſalaries ii. 327 
Sidney, Henry, Eſq; his ſpeech on the diſmiſſing a grand jury in Mzddi/ex 
| 3 i. 429 


Silk. weavers, debate on their petition . e j. 303 


Silver money. See Coin : no 

Sinking fund, Sir Robert Walpole's ſpeech and motion for applying 500,000, 
of it towards raifing the ſupply, and debate on it x. 359, 378. Debate 
dn a motion in fayour of it xi. 200, Proteſt againſt rejecting the fail 


motion 217. It is again applied towards raifing the ſupply xii. 50. Pro- 


teſt againſt the application of it, &c, 275. Debate in the houſe of 
Lords on paſſing another bill for applying it xiii. 139. Arguments again 
the bill ibid. The anſwer 147. The reply 158. A motion in the 
houſe' of Commons for mortgaging it, with the argument for it 445: 


' The anſwer 446, Reply 447. A new method for diſpoſing of ” 


| 


IN D E X. 


pos'd by Sir Robert Walpole xv. 61. Debate whether it ſhould be applied 
to the Bank or Soutb-Sea company 64. Arguments for applying it to the 


Saut h. Sea company ibid. Arguments for applying it to the Bank 68. The 
Reply 86. Speakers 99. Account of the produce of it „ 
Sinking fund accounts | xili. 27630 
Sinzendorf, Count de, his letter to M. de Palm x. 487 
Skinner, Mr. See Buckingbam, Duke of Ke les 
Skinner, Mr. Serjeant, his ſpeech in favour of Porteomt's bill xiv. 338 
Shper, Mr. his ſpeech in the debate on the bill for enforcing the gin · act xvi; 
| | 410 
Smith, Mr. his ſpeech on the ſupply againſt Sweden vi. 473 


Smugeling, petition agaiaft it xiv. 60. Bill againſt it brought in 62: Ob- 
jections againſt the bill ibid. The anſwer 63. Particular clauſes objected 
to 64. The anſwer 66. Amendmeats offered to it by Lord Hardzvick 
in the houſe of Lords 68. Agreed to in the committee 70. Debates 

upon them in the houſe, and arguments for them ibid. The anſwer 36> 
The reply 101. Another amendment offered by the Lord Strafford 118. 
Proteft againſt paſſing the bill ibid. Speakers for and againft it in the 

| houſe of Lords 120. Amendment objected to in the houſe of Commons 


ibid. But agreed to 122 
Snape, Dr. motion for his preaching before the houſe, and debate thereon x. 474 
Snell, Mr. his ſpeech againſt repealing the trienoial act Vi. 426 


Soap and candles, the yearly produce of the taxes on thoſe commodities, and 
what the people pay on account of them xv. 190, 191. What the inha. 
bitants in and about London would fave by taking them off 197 


Folders, debates about furniſhing them in their quarters with diet and ſmall 


beer | xxi 114, &c. 198, 210 
Solemn affirmation and declaration of the Quakers, proteſt againſt paſſing 
the bill for it bh, viii. 197 
Somerſet, Lord Neel, his ſpeech on the army xv. 335. See Neel $ 
Sommers, Mr. (afterwards Lord Sommers) his ſpeech in the Convention about 
the word abdicated ii. 191, About the wacancy of the throne 232. He 
is impeach'd on account of the partition treaty iii. 156. King's letter to 
bim 157. His anſwer 158. The Commons addreſs to remove him and 
other Lords 161, Counter addreſs of the Lords 163. Articles of im- 


peachment againſt him, with his anſwers 178. Rules for his trial, and 


reaſons of the Commors againſt proceeding to it 207, 208. Anſwer of 
the Lords 211. They proceed to his trial 213. He is acquitted 214, 
Remonftrance of the Commons hereupon, and anſwer of the Lords 214, 
215. His ſpeech on the danger of the church iv. 437 
Sons of the Clergy Corporation, their petition againſt the mortmain bill xiv. 4 
Sovereigns, Britiſh, their ſuperior happineſs and ſecurity xix. 276, 277 
South. Sea company's ſcheme for reducing the publick debts vii. 246. Their 
ſecond propoſal 259. Accepted 265, Lords debate on the bill 298. The 
bill paſs'd 300. Abflra&.of it 303. Reſolutions of the company 328. 
With reſpect to annuities 343. An hiſtorical account of the company's 
tranſactions, the conſequences of them, the prodigious riſe and fall of 
their ſtock, Cc. 332, Kc. 340, 351, 353 — 366. They treat with 
the Bank 358. Debate in the houſe of Commons on that affair $375, 
384, Kc. Orders of the Commons about it 377. Papers, books and 
accounts called for, and laid before the houſe 378, 380, 389, 397, 403. 
A lift of the committee for enquiring into this affair 401. Enquiry of 
the Lords into it, with ſeveral ſpeeches viii. 1, &c. Proceedings of the 
ſecret committee of the Commons, and of the houſe upon the fame 4, 8, 
9. 15, 18, &c. 49, &. King's meſſage about it, and Commons reſolu- 
tions thereupon 17, 18. Debate on a motion of Mr. Shippen in relation 
to it 40, 41. Firſt report of the committee of ſecrecy about the ſame 
affair, Appendix, p. 1. Their ſecond report 46. The third 50, The 
fourth 64. The fifth 67. The fixth 69, The ſeventh 96. Ar gu; 
ments for making the next payment out of the finking fund to this 
company . A \ y. 64; 36 
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Scuth- Sea directors, a bill to prevent their going out of the kingdom vii. 
399. Two bills relating to them, Ic. paſs'd viii. 112, Lords reſolutions 
againſt them 12, 13, 14. Commons reſolutions againſt them 19. A 
liſt of their eſtates 37. Farther proceedings agaiaſt them 56. Liſt of 
their eſtates, and the proportion allow'd to each by the Commons 6z. 
Proceedings of the Lords and Commons on the bill againft them 89, &c, 
It receives the royal affent | Wt47.50 012 20/51 Tog 
South-Sea accounts relating to the late directors eftates, motion as to them 
carried in the negative xi. 112. A debate upon the ſame in the houſe of 
Lords 160. Liſt of the Lords who voted on each ſide of the queſtion 
156. Farther debate on the ſame 178. Lift of the Lords who voted for 
and againſt a motion of the Duke of Newcaſtle in this affair 189. Far- 
ther proceedings in this debate 192. The ditectors examin'd, motions 


and debates thereon 221, 223, 228. Proteſt againſt rejecting the motion 


for a committee of inquiry 237 
Scutb · Sea . debate on the motion for examining them, in relation 
to the 68, oool. mentioned in the King of Spain's declaration xvii. 210 
Southwark election, petition on it preſented, and debate thereon xiii, 249, 
The election determined | ö 345 
Scut bevell, Edward, Eſq; his ſpeech in favour of the motion for a place bill 
xix. 164. His ſpeeches in the debates on the bill for manning the fleet 
xXXi. 260, 385. He offers a clauſe, but drops it 457, 458. His ſpeech 
ia the debate on the inſurance bill | 0 466 
Spain, meſſage about a declaration of war againſt them vii. 94. Debate of 
the Commons about it 95. Lords addreſs upon it 93, King's ſpeech 
about an invaſion from thence 191. Debate occaſioned by it 192. Lords 
addreſs upon it 194. Proteſt on the treaty of commerce with that nation 
viii. 275. Bill for appropriating the 60,0001. due to them by the conven- 
tion, and motion and debate on that occaſion xviii. 13x, 182. Motion 
and debate occaſioned by their not paying the 95, oool. 186, 187, &c. 
Hiftory of our differences with that nation 402, &c. Errors in our ma- 
nagement after they began their depredations 408. How Queen Elizabeth 
and Oliver Cromoell began their wars with them xx. 533, 535. Weak- 
neſs of their government, eſpecially in the Veſt Indies xxi. 372 
Spain, and Portugal, debate on the affairs of v. 135. Queen's anſwer to 
the Commons addreſs about them 143. Inquity of the Lords into them 
319. A memorable debate about them 321. Another memorable de- 
date 357. Another 5 55 368 
Spaniards, their indolent way of living, and our natural ſuperiority over 
them | xxi. 475 
Spaniſe depredations, petitions complaining of them ix. 405, 422. Reſolu- 
tions and addreſs about them, and the King's anſwer 422, 423. Another 
petition againſt them 520. Another x. 10. Two reſolutions relating to 
them 12. Debate on the motion concerning them 342. King's anſwer 
to an addreſs on the fame ſubje 349. Another petition of the merchants 
| — them xv. 482. Alderman Perry's ſpeech on preſenting it 483. 
Debate about hearing the petitioners 487. Call of the houſe moved for 
on that account xvi. 1. Papers moved for relating to theſe depredations, 
and the debate on that occaſion 4, c. The petition taken into confidera- 
tion 81. Mr. Pultency's ſpeech and motion hereupon 82. Sir Robert 
Malpole s ſpeech and motion 107. Debate on the two motions 117—20l. 
Debate in the houſe of Lords relating to the ſaid depredations 333—497- 
Their addreſs hereupon, and the King's anſwer 408, 410. Other motions 
for 1 N in relation to them, with debates thereon- xix. 28, &c. 46, 
c&c. Ses Merchants . _ nga di x28 12285 4 
| ph match in King Jam I's reign, of the negotiation for it xvi. 52 
ib trade, debate about it vi. 249. The Lords repreſentation hereupon 
251. Not of ſo great importance as ſome think : _ vi · 470 
Speaker, choſe by the Commons, and refus'd by the King i. 260, 261, 
At which the Commons are diſguſted 262. And aa 1 ib Kin 
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Speaker's ſpeech to the Lords 
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Their repreſentation thereupon ibid. And addreſs 265, The diſpute 
F * 
Speaker expell'd for corruption 0 7 $077 iii. 16 
| | is juſtices at K. George's acceſſion, upon preſent- 
ing the bill for the ſupport of his Majeſty's houſhold vi. 266. To the 
King, on preſenting the bill relating to the civil lift viii. 152. On 
preſenting a money bill 241. About fees x. 98. In the debate on 
bringing in the penfion bill 327, 328. Oa preſenting money bills 467. 
On the number of forces xi. 378. About amendments made to money 
bills in the houſe of Lords xiv. 120. About a matter of form relating to 
the hearing of the petitioners agaioſt the Spaniſh depredations xv. 487. 
About calling for the order of the day, relating to the bill for encouraging 
the trade to America xvi. 415, 424. On preſenting the money bills in 
1740 xix- 454. On the bill for better manning his Majefty's fleet xxi. 
261, His ſpeeches about order | 436, 443, 45x 
Speaking, rules of, in the houſe of Commons xviii. 60, 472 
Spiritual courts. See Eceleſiaſtical, and Excommunication 
Spirituous liquors, petition of the 2 of M:ddleſex againſt them iii 
345. Reſolutions of the houſe of Commons againſt them 346. Farther 
reſolutions about them 347, 348. Mr. Pulteney's ſpeech on the cccafion 
348. Anſwer to it 354. Account of the exciſe moved for is this affair, 
the cauſe of it, and debate upon it 358, 359. The bill againſt the faid 
liquors brought in 360. Merchants petition againſt it, and debate upon it 
360—367, Other petitions againſt the bill 367, 368. Clauſes in the 
bill objected to 369, 370. Sums propos'd for the civil lift on this occafion 
371. Arguments in favour of the leſſer ſum 372. The anſwer 375. 
| Reply 380. New propoſition in relation to the civil liſt 389. Arguments 
in favour of it 390. The anſwer 396. Reply 401. A clauſe for ex- 
cepting punch, and debate upon it 411—433. The bill paſs'd by bath 
houſes 433. Debate on a bill for enforeing the execution of it xvi. 410. 
Reflexions upon it xxi. 337, 338 


Squadrons, of the three that were ſent out towards the end of K. George Ift's 


reign xviii. 441, 442 
Stafford, Lord Viſc. queries and a ſpeech relating to his execution i. 485 
Stage, the abuſe of it in K. Charles Ild's time xv. 313. See Play- houſe . 
Stamp- duties continued | xiv. 142 
Standing army, reſolutions of the Commons againſt it i. 63. The danger of 

it xii. 415, 418. xv. 12, 29, 340. 367, &c. The rife of it, and how 

it has fince increas'd xvi. 269. Its danger farther confider'd 272, 298, 

317. xxi. 196, 197. Of the diſtinction between one kept up by 

of Parliament, and one kept up without ſuch authority, and which is moſt 

dangerous xvii. 203, 204. See Army | 
Stanbope, General, his letter to Secretary Hedges v. 350 


Stanbqpe, Mr. his ſpeech on the ſupply againſt Sweden vi. 470 


Stanbope, Lord, his ſpeech on the mutiny bill vii. 47. On the motion for an 
addreſs 8 3. Debate on his bill for ſtrengthening the Proteſtant inteeſt 99 
Stanley, Sir Edtvard, his ſpeech in the debate on bringing in the penſion bill 
. 0 X. 321 
State of the nation conſider'd, and debates upon it vi. 145, 147, 195 
State of the nation taken into conſideration, upon Spain's refuſing to pay 
2 and debate on that occaſion xviii. 186, 187, &c- Proteſt on the 
ame 5 | 202 


States General, their letter to the Queen vi. 71. Reſolutions of the Com- 


mons againſt it $2, Queen's letter in anſwer to it $3 

Steele, Mr. (afterwards Sir Richard) his ſpeech upon Sir Tb. Hammer s _—_ 
Choſen ſpeaker vi. 122. A complaint againſt him for being the author. 
the Cri/is, &c. 137. Debate on the. motion for cenſuring and expelling 
him 138, He is expell'd 144. His ſpeech for repealing the triennial act 
424. On the peerage bill! Re c ml 231 

Stock- jobbing bill, copy of it xi. 113. Debate on the third readicg of- it 


119. A ſhort hiſtory of it, and feakers for and appink it bs the Bouls of 


1 ND E X. 


Strafferd, Earl of, impeach'd vi, 343, 345. His ſpeeches on the mutiny bill 
Vi. 48, 59. Proteſt octafion'd by a complaint of his aud Lord Hay viii, 
$17. Another ſpeech on the muti y vill ix. 83. On the King's ſpeech 
247. On the penſion bill x. 277. Again on the muciny bill 288 gog, 

In the debate relating to the South Sea company xi. 192. His motion 
about the Scotch petition xii. 5p 10. His ſpeech about a matter of form 

in reading the King's meſſage xiv. 473- On the convention's being firſt 
laid before the houſe of Lords | n xvii. 176 
trafford, Earl of, in King Charles Iſt's reign, his cafe coofider'd xx. 165, 166 
"Strange, Mr. (now Si Fobn, Sollicitor General) bis ſpeech for committing 
Porteqza's bill xiv. 309, On the bill for manning bis Majeſty's fleet xxi, 

8 0 
Strangers permitted to ſtay in the houſe of Lords 1 1 = 
Strickland, Sir William, his ſpeeches in the caſe of Abby and White iv. 11), 
123. In relation to the army x. 83. About vacancies ia it 89. About 
(bel ſea - Hoſpital 5 


112 
Sturdy beggars, a term us'd by Sir Robert Walpole xi. 51. Animadverted 
upon by Sir John Barnard | 62 
Subſidies payable to foreign princes, debate on them Ix. 403 
Subſidy bill, Lord Lucas's ſpeech upon reading it a ſecond time i. 5 
Sugar bill read a ſecond time, and Alderman Perry's ſpeech againſt it xvii. 
110. Sir Fobn Barnard's ſpeech in favcur of it 120 


Sugar colovies, ſpeeches on the motion for ſecuring their trade x. 92. Ad- 
reſs reſolv'd on for papers relating to them 96. Repreſentation of the 
board of trade concerning them, &c. 128. Debate on the bill 350, De- 
date on a petition agaioft it 443 
Sums granted, &c. for the year 1728, account of ix. 347 
Sums granted every year, fince the treaty of Hanover to 1738 viii. 252 
Sunder land, Earl of, his letter to the Earl of Galway v. 369. His ſpeech 
in relation to the Earl of Oxford's trial vi. 478. On the peerage bill vii, 
207. On the South Sea bill 300. Motion againft him in relation to the 
S. S. affair, carried in the negative viii. 29. His ſpeech on the abuſe of 
proteſts | 222 
Swundon, Lord, his ſpeech on preſenting the Weſtminſter Abbey petition xv. 
_ 466. His ſecond ſpeech on the ſame ſubje& h 474 
. Supplies granted to K. William iii. 69, 97, 98, 100. Ways and means 
1 | 5 90 | | 70, 99 
Supply, reſolutions and debates about it vii. 9, &c. 30, 382, 383, 388. ix. 
299, 192, 194, 262, 339, 343, 345, 400. x. 45, 82, 121, 359, 378. ri. 
384. xii. 48, 429. Xiii. 9, 74, 77, 326, 344, 440. xiv. 141 
3 Supply, motion for raiſing it within the year, and arguments for it xiii. 302. 
m The anſwer 306. Reply 313. Chief ſpeakers in Got 325 
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Supply, extraordinary, meſſage to the Commons about nd Mr. Shippen's 
ſpeech upon it ix. 213. Debate in the Lords on that oftafion 216. Pro- 


teſt thereupon 220. Another meſſage to the ſame purpoſe 378. See 
Vote of credit 


Supply, total, for 1735 7 Ba xiii, 78 
Supply, committee of, account of all their reſolutions for 1737 Liv. 484 

| Suſpicions againſt Sir R W. xx. 168. The grounds of them 171, &c. 
Sweden, King's meſſage about the ſubſidy to it viii. 65. Debate OT 

5 ; 9 5 | 54 | 7 
Sweets, debates about laying a new duty on them xv. 261, Arguments for 

- it 262, The anſwer 269. Reply | | | 289 


_ FRACKING of bills 4 4 20. 87 
5 Talbat, Lord Chancellor, his ſpeech on his Majeſty's meſſage for 2 


vote of credit xii. 204. His ſpeech in the King's name, at the opening 
of a ſeffion - - | Axiv. 173 


4 Tulbot, Lord, bis ſpeech in relation to a Satire, intitled, Manners xvii, 188. 
On the bill for ſettling the portions df the King's younger children — 
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104. On the motion for an addreſs 244. On the King's meſſage being 
1 the Commons: fingly xix. 322. On the penſion bill 372. On 
cegaſuring the motion to remove Sir t Walpole xx. 242, 244. On the 
method af augmenting the army 4 AI. 53 
Talbot, Mr. his ſpeech on the army xvii. 195. On the petitions againſt the 
convention | * 272 
Tangier, King's meſſage abopt it, and the debate upon it i, 399==417. 
Commons addreſs upon it | hy, 41 
"Taxes upon almoſt all the neceſſaries of life xv. 209. Debate on a motion 
for reſolving to take off ſome of the heavy ones 223. Arguments for it 


ibid. The anſwer 236. Reply 245. Speakers in the debate 258 
Taylor, Mr. his ſpeech on the motion for applying 500, 000 l. of the finking 
fund 2 278 
Taylors, the law for limiting their wages ineffeftual “ . 47 


Jemple, Sir Richard, his ſpeech in a grand committee i. 446. On the aan 
of L. C. J. Scroggs ii. 35. On the vacancy of the throne 242, 249, 250 
Temple, Sir William, his ſpeech on the meſſage about Tangier 1. 414 
Teſt act paſs'd i. 45, 51. Earl of Briſtol's ſpeech for it 51. A motion for 
repealing it xiv. 122. Arguments for the motion 123. The anſwer 
131. Reply 136. Speakers for and againſt it | 141 
Teſt, bill of. See Non · Reſiſtence 
Thanks moved, for free choice of members il. 103 
Tbompſan. See Robinſon ; 
Thompfen, Edeuard, Eſq; his ſpeech on the place - bill xi. 500. On Mr. 
+ | Gybbon's motion for a call xix. 144. Againſt the piece, intitled, Confide- 
rations upon the embargo, 8c. | xx. 350 
Worn, affair of, how it came to be mention 'd in the treaty of Hanover xx. 


0 1 184, 314 

Thoughts of a private per ſen, & c. See York 
Titus, Col. his ſpeech againſt certain members i. 330. His motion for the 
excluſion bill 331. His ſecond ſpeech for it 335. His third ſpeech 340. 
His fourth 360. Another to the ſame purpoſe ii. 63. His ſpeech on the 
King's meſſage i. 373. On his meſſage about Tangier 408. On diſmiſſing 
a grand jury in Middleſex 427. On the King's ſpeech 432. Againſt po- 
pery and arbitrary power 445. On placemen 489 
Toleration, Duke of Buckingbam's ſpeech for it i. 179 
Tortugat, of the right the Engliſh have to gather ſalt there xvi. 94 
| Texonſhend, Lord, votes of the Commons againſt him in relation to the 
barrier treaty v. 433. His ſpeech againſt the ſchiſm bill vi. 219. He 
is remov'd 468. His ſpeech in the debate on the mutiny bill ix. 72. In 
the debate on the King's ſpeech 245 
Tracy Robert, Eſq; his ſpeech on the motion for papers relating to the Spa- 
niſb depredations xix. 73. On Mr. Pulteney's motion for a call of the 
houſe 229. On the bill for manning the fleet XXi- 250, 391 
Trade, its origin in this kingdom xv. 173. Debate on the bill to ſecure it, 
and encourage ſeamen xviii. 326. The great importance of it xxi. 292, 

85 | . 
Trade and plantations, commiſſioners of, their repreſentation — 
our right to cut logwood in the Bay of Campeachy ix. 408. Concerning 
the Britiſh colonies x. 128 
Tranſlations of biſhops, motion for preventing them | X. IT 
Treaſon, bill for allowing council in caſes of it, rejected by the Commons 
: vi. 

Treaties, debates on ix. 195, 204. Reſolution of the Lords J 
relation to them 207. Copies of ſeveral laid before the houſe 340. Ace- 


count of them and the negotiations from the acceſſion of K. George I. to 
1729 381. See Negotiations 36 | 


Treaty making, the uſual method of | xuxi. 195, 196 
Treby, Sir George, his ſpeeches in the Convention, upon the word abdicated, 
and the wacancy of the throne - - ii. 208, a7, 215, 245, 249 


Trenchard, Jobn, Eid his ſpeeches for the excluſion bill 4. 352, 398 


revo, 


IN D E X. 


Trewor, Sir Jobn, Speaker of the houſe of Commons, expell'd for corrup- 
Trevor, Lord, his ſpeech againſt ſetting a price upon the Pretender's bead 
Vi. 156, Againſt the Biſhop of Rochefter's. bill viii. 366. In the debate 


on the mutiny bill 


Trials in caſes of high treaſon, debates on the bill for regulating them 15 
331. The Commons arguments ibid. Arguments of the Lords 339. 
ubſtance of the bill we? A lit. 45 
Triennial act, motion in the houſe of Lords for repealing it vi. 378. De. 
" bates on the bill for repealing it 381. Proteſt againſt it 395. Debates in 
the houſe of Commons on the ſame ſubject 401. The act itſelf 479, 
Spealkers for and againſt, in the houſe of Lords 380. In the Commons 
401. The bill paſs'd 453. Mr. Hutcheſon's ſpeech agaiaft it vii. 5 

12 8 | X71 

| Troops, the preſent method of paying them | | xxi. 202 
Tuffnell, . for repealing the triennial act Sy In relation 

. to the trial of the Earl of Oxfird 434. About the of trial 514, 
Declares againſt attainting him 2 517 
Tumults, reſolutions and orders of the Commons againſt them, on occaſion 


of the exciſe ſcheme | xi. TOO, 101 
Teveedale, Marqueſs of, his ſpeech in the debate on the mutiny bill x. 404. 
In the debate relating to the South-Sea company | xi. 188 


 Tyrawley, Lord, fummon'd to appear before the Lords v. 320. Debate 
about his examination | | 345 
Tyrcennel, Lord, his ſpeech in the debate on the petition againſt the ſugar 
colony bill x. 444. On the Charitable Corporation affair xi. 146. For 
© better paving the ſtreets of Weſtminſter xxi. 90 


U. \ +. 
t 7 ACANCY of the throne, debate about it in the Convention mw 
ii. 21 —258 


Vacant commiſfions, motion and debate about them x, 89 
Vangban, Edward, Eſq; his ſpeech about a Popith ſucceſſor i. 475 
Vaughan, Capt. his caſe a xvii. 325, 326 
Perney, Sir Richard, proteſts on his caſe Vie 425, 427 


Vernon, Capt. Edward (now Admiral) his ſpeech againſt reviving the ſalt 
duty x. 155. Motion in the houſe of Lords for bis inſtructions, and 
debate upon it xx. 376. Diſagreed to, and proteſt upon it 446. Mo- 
tion for letters from and to him, and debate thereupon 449. An A- 
mendment agreed to, and proteſt upon it 464. Another proteſt on a mo- 
ion for his letters xxi. 94. Motion for his letters in the houſe of Com- 


mons, and Mr. Pelbam's ſpeech upon it 109 
Vernon, George, Eſq; his ſpeech on the danger of Popery i. 379. On the 
King's meſſage about Tangier | 407 
Vernon, Thymas, Eſq; expell'd the houſe, and for what vüi. 54, 55 
Victualling the Navy, proteſt on abuſes in it viii. 211 
Vienna treaty between us and the Emperor called for xi. 272. Remarks 
upon it | xx. 127, 128, 212 
Viema treaty between the Emperor and Spain, of the ſecret engagements 
ſaid to be enter'd into by it XX» 62,3124, 150, 184, 313. xxi. 503 
Viſiting and ſearching ſhips, the difference between them xvii. 76, 354, 
; TOS | 355 
Undue elections and returns, petitions concerning them, and proceedings and 
debates upon them | xiii. 215, 222, 224, 249 
Union of England and Scotland put off by the Scotch Parliament iii. 418. 
Reſum'd by them v. 1. Proceedings about it 7. Petition of Lauder 
. againſt it Io, Conteſts about it 12. Lord Belbaven's ſpeech concerning it 
15. Conteſt about the articles 34. Duke of Athol's: proteſtation againſt 
it 36. Firſt article approved 37. Debates on the other articles, and 
. Protefts ia relation to them 42, Ac. 46, c. 57, Kc. Tumults in Scotland 
os account of the Union 45, 53- Account of the burning of the articles 
at Dumfries 55, The act, ratifyipg the Union, paſs'd 69. The articls, 


e LE DEE © | 
with the amendments diſtingviſh's 72. Preamble to them 94. Debates 
in the EnpliÞ Parliament about the Union ror. The Queen's ſpeech, 
"recommending it 102. Debate in the houſe of Commons about it 205, 
It is approved by them 108. A grand debate in the houſe of Lords about 
it 109. They approve it, and proteſts upon it 120. Proteſt againſt its 
ratification 126. The Queen paſſes the act, and her ſpeech upon it 127. 
Addreſs of both houſes upon it 128, An act for improving it 248, De- 
bate on a motion for diffolving it ; 7 WES 
niverfities of England, Commons reſolution in their favour v. 123. Ex- 
cepted from the mortmain bill xiv. 8. 
Vote of credit, the King's meſſage to the houſe of Peers for one xii; 171. 
Debate upon it 172. Proteſts relating to it 220. His meſſage to the 
Commons for the ſame purpoſe 224. Debate on it 225. Sir Nobert 
' Walpole's ſpeech and motion on taking it into conFleration, aud farther 
debate thereon 235, &c. Addreſs for an account of expences in conſe- 
quence of it, moved for 389. Objections againſt it ibid. Amendment 
offered, and objected to 390. Anſwer to the objections 3917. Amend- 
ment rejected, and ſpeakers names 394. Meflage for another vote of 
credit, &c, and debate upon it xviii. 133, 134, &, Lords addreſs upon 
it, and his Majeſty's anſwer | 180 
Votes, debate about printing them 11. 95 
Votes for members to ſerve in Parliament. See Elections 
Voting for members of Parliament, what gives a right to it in ſome places 
xxi. 283, 284, 285 
Uſury, of the ſtatute of xxi. 417 
Utrecht, treaty of. Ste Peace | : 
Pyner, Robert, Eſqz bis ſpeeches in the debates on the bill for the better 
and ſpeedier manning the fleet xxi- 277, 278, 287, 394. On the mo- 
tion for an addreſ; relating to the * of Hungary 505, 514 


AD E, General, his ſpeech in relation to the army x. 87. On the 
officers bill xi. 411. On Capt. Porteaus's bill xiv. 329. On the 

new clauſes in the mutiny bill xxi. 186. On the bill for manning his Ma- 
2 fleet NY 4 246 
ager, Sir Charles, his ſpeech on the Charitable Corporation affair xi. 146. 
On the motion for the inſtruQtions to our miniſter in Poland 293. On 
calling for papers relating to the Spamſb depredations xvi. 80, On the 
motion for an addreſs xviii. 322. On the motion for a bill to ſecure trade 

and encourage ſeamen 345. On the ordinary eſtimate of the navy xix. 
302. On the bill for manning his Majeſty's fleet xxi. 240, 288, 362, 
334, 395, 1 he clauſe offer d by Mr. Digby 4.55, 456. On that 


7 


er'd by Mr. Sex 458 
Wakefield, diſpute there between the ſoldiers and the townſmen xxi, 116, 
| 127, 137 
Walden, Lionel, Eſq; his ſpeech for the excluſion bill ©: page 


Wales, Prince of, debate on the motion for ſettling 100,0001. per anmm on 
dim xiv. 374, Arguments for it ibid. The anſwer 400. The King's 
—_ to him, and bis anſwer 410, 471. The reply to the arguments 
apainft the motion 426. Speakers in the debate in both houſes 46 5. 
Numbers on the diviſion 466. Proteft againſt rejecting the motion ibid, 
Debate about a matter of form in reading the aforeſaid meſſage 470 
Wales, Princes of, precedents of the proviſion made for them XiV. 377 
Waller, Edmund, Eſq; his ſpeech in relation to the army x. 84. About ap- 
plying 500,0007. of the finking fund 376. His motion relating to the 
war between the Emperor and Spain, &c. xi. 310. His ſpeech on the 
motion for papers relating to the «rag depredations xix. 63, His ſpeech 
and motion for papers relating te the convention 94. His ſpeech on occa- 
fion of the piece, intitled, Confiderations on the embargo, &. xx. 375. His 
ſpeech and mation for papers relating to the conduct of our Admiral xxi. 
75. Hig ſpeech on the ſailing of the French and Spaniſb ſquadrons 104 
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Walpole, Horatio, Eſdz his ſpeech in favour of the French refugees vi. 742, 


is ſpeech on the ſtate of affairs in Europe ix. 195, Debate thereupon 
199. His ſpeech on the motion for an addreſs x. 35. On the army 70, 
On the ſalt duty 158. On the ſugar colony bill 353. For the encourage. 
ment of home-made ſpirits 451. On the motion for the inſtructions to 
our miniſter in Poland xi. 292. Another ſpeech on the ſame ſubject 299, 


His ſpeech againſt the place-bill 511. On his Majeſty's meſſage about a 
vote of credit xii. 258. On the motion for calling for papers relating to 
the Spaniſh depredations xvi. 35. His ſpeech and motion for an addreſs. 


approving the convention xviii, 1. His ſpeech on Mr. Pulteney's motion 
for papers xix. 54. On the ſame gentleman's motion for a call 236. On 


| the motion for papers relating to the conduct of our Admirals xxi. 83. 


His ſpeeches in the debate on the bill for manoing his Majeſty's fleet 235, 
368. His ſpeech reflefting upon Mr. Piet 418. Which occaſions a dii- 
pute 420. His ſpeech on the infurance bil! 484. On the motion for an 
addreſs relating to the Queen of Hungary | 499, 502 


Walpole, Lord, his ſpeech and motion againſt committing the penſion bill 


Xix. 368 


Falpole, Robert, Eſq; (afterwards Sir Robert, now Earl of Orford ) bis ſpecch 


on the caſe of Aſbby and White iv. 117. Proceeding of the Commons 
againſt him in relation to the forrage contract v. 410. A ſpeech againſt 


him 411. Votes againſt his re- election 463, 464. His ſpeech in favour 


of Sir Richard Steele vi. 139. His ſpeech ſhewing how the peace had been 
broke 141. About Sir William Wyndham 326, On reading the Earl of 


_ Oxford's anfwer 357. He reſigns 469. His ſpeeches in the debates about 


the army vii. 10, 38, 39, 383. x. 73, $6, 91. 337. xi. 367. xv. 350. 
On the peerage bill vii. 244. About the South Sea affair 373, 376, 386. 


His ſcheme to reſtore publick credit 387. His ſpeech in relation to it vii. 


About the annuitants 159. Abrut Layers plot 272. About tax- 


| ing the Papiſts 286, . Againſt Mr, Pulteney's motion about the publick debt; 


ix. 193. For the bill to prohibit lending money to foreign Princes, &c, 


437, 487. In relation to Chelſea- Hoſpital! x. 117. His motion for revi- 


ving the ſalt tax 143. His ſpeeches upon it 147, 172, 224. On the 


motion for af addreſs 311. About bringing in the penſion bill 325. In 
relation to the Spaniſh depredations 344, 348. His ſpeech and motion for 


applying 500, ooo l. of the ſinking fund 359. His ſecond ſpeech on it 364. 
His ſpeech in relation to the exciſe ſpheme 389. His motion for borrow- 


ag 600,000/. at 4/7, fer cent. and debate thereon 47 1. His ſpeech on 
propoſing the exciſe ſcheme xi. 1. His ſecond ſpeech on that occafion 49. 
_ His ſpeech on the ſtock-jobbing bill 134. His ſpeech on the motion for 


an addreſs 257. On the motion for icftruions relating to the treaty of 
Seville 278. On the motion for the inſtructions to our minifter in Poland 
306. On the drvegifts petition 342. On the officers bill 432. On the 
place-bill 518. On the motion for repealing the ſeptennial act xii. 144 
On his Majeſty's meſſage for a vote of credit 227. His ſpeech and mo- 
tion on taking it into conſideration 235, Another ſpeech of his on the 
ſame occafion 270. His ſpeech in favour of Porteous's bill xiv. 362. His 
propoſal of a rew method for diſpoſing of the finking fund xv. 61, His 
ſpeech on Sir Zobn Barnard's ſcheme 259. On the Weſtminſter Abbey pe- 


tition 470. On the motion for calling for an account of their revenues 


479. In the debate about hearing the petitioners againſt the Spaniſþ depre- 
tions 490. On the motion for calling for papers relating to them xvi. 11. 
Upon taking the petition into conſideration 107, 141. In relation to the 
bill for encouraging the trade to America 420, 423, 437, Oa the motion 
for an addreſs in anſwer to his Majefty's ſpeech about the convention xvii. 
105, On the motion for papers previous to the confideration of the con- 


vention 142. His reply to Mr. Fazakerley's ſpeech apainft approving the 


convention xviii. 95. His ſpeech in anſwer to Mr, Pulteney on the motion 


for an addreſs 314. On Mr, Pulteney's bill to ſecure trade and encourage 


ſeamen 370. On Sir Villiam Wyndbam's motion for giving his Majeſty 
the advice of Parliament 416, the motion for raifing the marines -o 
R : ; c 


| 


oY 
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the moſt frugal manner 507, On the motion for the marine eſtabliſhment 
in 1704. xix, 6, 16. On Mr. Pulteney's motion for papers 85. On Mr. 
Waller s motion for papers 120. Againſt the motion for a place-bill 197. 
On the bill for regiſtering ſeamen. 256..,. Agaioſt Mr. Pultency's motion 
for convention papers 286. Motion in the houſe of Lords for removing 
him, and debate upon it xx. 114-233. The ſaid motion cenfur'd, and 
debate upon it 238246, Proteſts on bath the motions 246, 250. 
Motion id the houſe of Commons for removing him, and debate upon it 
253, Kc. His ſpeech in his own vindication 328. His ſpeeches on oc- 
caſion of the piece, intitled, Conſiderations upon the embargo. &c. 356, . 
On the corn bill xxi. 19, 25. In the debate about employing half - pay 
efficers 74, 75. On the motion for papers relating to the conduct of our 
Admitals 87. la the debates on the bill for manning his Majeſty's fleet 
244, 260, 269, 28 5, 379, 397, 399, 410, 434, 436. Diſpute about 
Sir Fobn Barnard's calling him to order 434. His ſpeech in the diſpute 
| between Sir Jobs and Mr. Fox about order 452. His ſpeech on the in- 
 ſwrance bill 474+ His ſpeech and motion for granting 300,000/7. for the 
Queen of Hungary 508, His other ſpeeches on the ſame ſubject 516, 529 
War the failors baryeſt ; Xxi. 40 
War, in Queen Anne's reign, reſolutions of the Commons about the ſtate 
it v. 436, 437. Their repreſentation of it to the Queen _ 447 
War between the Emperor and France, &c. motions and debates relating to 
it xi. 310, 311. Of the cauſe of it xx. 48, 65, 156, 157. What the 
houſe of Bourbon got by it 232, 233. Why we ſhould have aſſiſted the 
phat ““] by 318 
War with Spain, ſpeeches for it after the breach of the convention xviii. 
187, 18g, 191, 195, 197, &c. His Majeſty's ſpeech after the declaration 
of it 205, The true ſource of it xix. 84. xx. 29, 139. Miſconduct at 
the beginning of it 140. And in the proſecution of it 141, 188, 387, 
399, 442, 467, &c. 530, 535, 535, 547, &c. Ari. 78. Proteſt on a 
motion for a ſecret committee to inquire into the conduct of it 96 
Wat Tyler, of his inſutrection iv. 197, 201 
Ways and means, comtnittee of, biſtory of their proceedings in 1737 xiv. 488 
Weft, late Lord Chancellor, his inquiry into the manner of creating Peers 
193 | Gt ones vii. Appendix, p. L 
Weft Indies, an account of the duties in our colonies and plantations there 
iii. 327344. The true reaſon of the climate's being ſo obnoxious to 
| our men 2M Ht, ; N „ i ee xi. 309 
Noeininſter, motion for a bill for better paving the ſtreets of that city xx1. 
89. Debate thereon 3% GR Ie 90 
Wefiminfler Abbey, petition of the Dean and Chapter preſented, and debate 
| b. N xv. 466. Account of the money they receiv'd call'd for, with 
the debate Ry re oe HT 3 13 
Weflmoreland, Earl of, his noble declaration xiv. 464. His ſpeech in a de- 
date upon the army xvi. 297, In another debate on the method of aug- 
mentinę it 5 | | ri. 51 
Wefion, Mr. Baron, proceedings againſt him es f. 15, 22 
Wharten, Lord, (afterwards Marquiſs of) bis ſpeech concerning the danger 
of the church iv. 485, About the Union v. 118. On the treaties of 
peace and commerce vi. 167. About the Pretender 245. Againft the 
- ſchiſm bill | | 216 
Wbarten, Duke of, his ſpeech on the South Sea bill vii. 298. On the bill 
for ſuppreſſing blaſphemy viii. 48. His proteft againſt the Biſhop of Ro- 
a he one bill 372. His ſpeech againſt it ix. 1. His ſpecch on the mutiny 
e. See Abby 8 3 
Wilen Mr, Attorney General (now Lord Chief Juſtice) his ſpeech on the 
motion for the repeal of the ſeptennial act Noe: xii. 98 
WilLian and Maar, declar'd King and Queen ii. 262. His Majeſty a 
anſwer to the declaration 263. They are proclaim'd 264. Declar d 
a oy and Queen of - Scotland 271+ The manner of their taking the 
20 "> | Scotch 
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ver hy, yi Francis, his ſpeeches for the excluſion bill l. 327, 390. i 
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coronation oath 27 Majeſty's ſpeech to | 

More ſpeeches of f 125 = 353, 36 F BA may e to paſs — 
5 6 for the frequent calling and meeting of Parliaments 359: The © 
mmons W on his reſuſint to paſs the bill roughing ree and 
impartial proceedings i in Parliament 366. His anſwer 367. Proteſts on 
reg bill for recognizing their Majeſties 471, 474. expungiog the 
outs of the proteftation 475. His Majeſty's ſpeech to bis Parliament 
| More ſpeeches 41, 42. His ſpeech on the diſcovery of the affa- 
Liga plot 58. On the aſſociation 63. Bill for the ſerurity of big 55m 

64. He refuſes his aſſent to the bill for regulating elections ibid. 

es 65, 91, 92, 118, 120, 122, His agg about the Durch 
2 puards, and anſwer to the Commons addreſs 126 . ore ſpeeches 
728, 147, 195, 228. His wiſe anſwer to an (s of the Commons 
232, Three meſſages of his 247, 253, 263. wb letter to the Lord 
Sommers 157, Speaker” s ſpeech to him 227. His laſt went his Parliae 
ment 229, His death 239- Falſe reports of him cepſur'd by the Lords 
247. A wiſe ſaying of his xx. 273 
2 ranſom, Secretary, 3 to the Torper by the Co Commons 1. 231. Re- 
eas d by the King 233. Their addreſs and the King's anſwer hereupon 


1212, 3 
ine, teſt i in the caſe N bio I the King . — 
IBimot r. Alderman, his by 2 | Ar . 7 the 
petitioners againſt the Spaniſb — = £49, the motion 
for an addreſs approving the convention xyiii. 60. —— bill 
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57, 258. 2875 367. His ſpeech . ing to n, the diſpute 
12 ween Mr. ele and Me. <h upon 5 CEE: Mr. Pitt 423. 
His ſpeech on he petition againſt the forementioned bill + ir GY 
Withins, Sir Francis, ex zell'd the houſe 1330 
Polferbuttlt, Duke of, debate on the ſubfidy ann i bi k. 515 
Yool, report of the commiltio »yers of trade on the methods for moms 
the running of it from England and Ireland 
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Wyndham, 81e Willen, reprimanded by the Speaker, and his anfwer vi. 
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wrongou igous impriſonment act, motion for a bill to explain it xiii. 77. Bill 
brought in 97. Debate on it in the houſe of Lords 176. Proteſt upon 


rejecting it 181 
327. His ſpeech on the motion for an addreſs vii. 371 A motion of 
nis debated vili. 41. His ſpeech on the bill to prohibit lending money to 
foreign Princes, Sc. ix. 491. On the motion for an addreſs x. 31. On 
the army 60, 88, 334. About fees 97. On the falt bill 160, 228. 
About bringing in the penſion bill 329. Oa the motion for applying 
500, O00 l. of the ſinkł ing fund 370, 386. Relating to the exciſe ſcheme 

2. He, with ſeveral others, order'd, at the King's requeſt, to be ap- 
prehended 467. He moves for Dr. Snape to preach before the houſe 474. 
His ſpeech on Sir Robert Walpole's propoſing the exciſe ſcheme xi. 43. 
On the Charitable Corporation affair 149. On the motion for an addreſs 
259. On the motion for inſtiuctions relating to the treaty of Seville 


275. On the motion for the iaftruftions to our miniſter in Poland 302. 


On the number of forces 357, 367. On the officers bill 425. On the 
motion relating to the Duke of Bolton and Lord Cobbam 438. On the 
place bill 508. On the motion for repealing the ſeptennial act xii. 123. 
On his Majeſty's meſſage for a vote of credit 228, 261, In another de- 
bate on the army xv. 457. In the debate about hearing the petitioners 
againſt the Spaniſh depredations 482. On the motion for papers relating 
to them xvi. 48. Upon taking the petition into conſideration 175, Og. 
the petitions againſt the convention xvii. 256. His ſpeech againft the 
motion for an addreſs approving the convention, and prayer at the end of 
it xviii. 96, His ſpeech and motion for giving bis Majeſty the advice of 
Parliament 401. For deſiring the concurrence of the Lords 446. His 
ſpeech after the conference 449. His ſpeech and motion for papers rela- 
ting to the Scaniſb depredatioas xix. 28. His ſpeech in favour of the 
motion for a place bill 207. Againſt the bill for regiſtering ſeamen 


252 


 Wyme, Wathyn Williams, Eſq; (now Sir Watkyn ) his ſpeech on the motion 


for the repeal of the ſeptennial act xii. 91. On the motion for an ad- 


| dreſs xv, 328. On the 2 petition e 
© 7ONGE, Mr. (now Sir William) his ſpeech on the ſupply againſt Swe-. 


den vi. 475. Againft the Biſhop of Rocbefter viii. 304. On the army 


ix. 98, x. 57. About vacancies in it 89. About regulating fees 97. 


About bringing in the penſion bill 321, 324. Upon the method of raifi 
ſupplies 383. In the debate on the petition againſt the ſugar colony bill 
443. On the ſtockjobbing bill xi. 138. On the motion for an addreſs 

261. On the motion for ioftrutions relating to the treaty of Seville 
273. On the motion relating to the war between the Emperor and 
France 413, 314. On the Druggiſts petition 325. On the number of 
forces 373. On the officers bill 429. On the place bill 526. On the 
motion for the repeal of the ſeptennial act zii. 117. On his Majefty's 
meſſage for a vote of credit 231, 266, In favour of Portecus's bill xiv. 
356. On the motion for an addreſs xv. 330. On the number of forces 

394. On the Veſtminſter - Abbey petition 476. For the ſame number of 
forces xvii. 189. On the motion for raifing the marines in the moſt fru- 
gal manner xviii, 458. On the motion for the marine eſtabliſhment in 
1704 xix. 2. On the motion for papers relating to the Spam depreda- 
tions 34, On the motion for papers relating to the convention 103. 
Againſt the place bill 160. On the ordinary eſtimate of the Navy 311. 
His ſpeeches on occafion of a piece, intitled, Conſiderations on the embargo, 
Kc. xx. 356, 363, 367, 374. His ſpeech in the debate about employing 
half-pay cfficers xxi. 72, His ſpeech and motion for a new clauſe in the 


bis ff bill 114. His ſecond ſpeech on the ſame ſubject 130. More of 


us ſpeeches on the ſame 198, 20 211, His ſpeeches in the 
| 4 90, 205, 207, His ſpeech —.— 
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| debates on the bill for manning his Majety's fie 252, 234, 209, 36s, 


87 414, 431, 449. His h in the diſpute about o 
deg ir Fobn Barnard and Mr. = 


* His ſpeech on the in- 
ſurance bill 


York, the thoughts of a private perſon about the juſtice of the —.— 
undertaking there, in 1688 ü. 294 
York, Archbiſhop of, his ſpeech on the danger of the church iv. 485. 
. Agaioft the bill for ' repealing the ſchiſm act | vii. 103 
Nerd. Buildings company, &c. Lords Juftices order againſt ther vi. 347 
Ni. Duke of, defign of excluding him i. 228. The King's ſpeech in re- 
lation to it Wed. The Commons reſolve to bring in a bill for that pur. 
poſe 293 · Subſtance of it 297+ The bill at large 380. See Excluſion- 
Bill, and Janexs II. 
- York, Sir Philip, his ſpeech on the exciſe ſcheme xi. 20. See Hardeicke 
Tarkſhire petition preſented, complainiog of an undue election and return xiii, 
215. Proceedings in relation to it 434 
6x 12/9 por pg Sem MRP Ve 479 
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